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Salinero C.1, Vela P.1

1 

Pontevedra, Spain. E-mail: carmen.salinero@depo.es

Camellias were introduced in the gardens of the highest social classes 

Spain) in the nineteenth century, being unavailable for the rest of the social strata. However, 

In this 

was carried out in public and private gardens of Galicia to catalogue the 

camellias and specimens of other species with botanic, historical and cultural interest, in order 

to develop a tourist route of winter gardens camellias a symbol of 

 within the tourism brand Galicia. Results showed that twelve gardens presented 

valuable camellia trees of , and , and also monumental 

León, Parque del Castro, Soutomaior Castle, Pazo de Lourizán, La Saleta, Pazo de Quinteiro da 

Cruz, Pazo de Rubianes, House-Museum of Rosalía de Castro, Pazo de Oca, Pazo de Santa Cruz de 

included in the Camellia route of Galicia.

 ancient camellias, , , , tourism 

brand. 

.

th 

nobility and the bourgeoisie and unavailable for other social strata, but it began to generalize to 
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of the provinces of Galicia) conducted several surveys of important public and private gardens of 

Camellia

specimens of other species of botanical, historical and/or cultural interest, are presented. 

visited to select and evaluate specimens of camellias and other species of botanical, historical 

In each garden, specimens of most relevant camellias and other plant species, considering 

In each garden, a map placing camellias and unique specimens of other species was made, with 

by GPS. Finally, a Winter Garden Route of Galicia, with the common bond of camellias, was 

designed.

Soutomaior Castle, Pazo de Lourizán, La Saleta, Pazo de Quinteiro da Cruz, Pazo de Rubiáns, 

House-Museum of Rosalía de Castro, Pazo de Oca, Pazo de Santa Cruz de Ribadulla, Pazo de 
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have in common the presence of camellias and specimens of interest of other plant species, 

together with water sources and stone buildings (Pazos, churches, etc.).

The route is complemented with tourism products based on camellias, such as camellia 

gardens, being planned to extend to other products such as tea made from camellias of each 

The main features of the twelve gardens of the route are presented below.

1.- Pazo Museo Quiñones de León

th 

Loureiro nursery in Portugal. 

The garden comprises three levels. The upper one, “the rose garden”, starts from an arbor 

covered with a metal pergola, which was formerly a greenhouse. The intermediate level is the 

French garden, having a path of impressive box hedges that form a maze. At the lowest level 

there is the English garden, also called “tea meadow”, surrounded by two paths. 

 and an impressive hedge formed 

by the 

,  and , which, together with the 

camellia Methuselah, are included in the (Xunta de Galicia, 



81

2.- Castro Park

of Portuguese origin

being enlarged with specimens donated by the provincial government and distributed along the 

route of the proposed visit.

 included in the 

, , , , 

 and .

3.- Botanic Park of Soutomaior Castle

In Soutomaior (province of Pontevedra), in the Valley of the Verdugo River, in the Vigo 

 the property was acquired by the 

Pontevedra provincial government 

devote it to cultural purposes.

 that were already planted in 

Soutomaior Castle when the castle was acquired by the Pontevedra provincial government, 
th

diameter of 17 meters.

. These are , , 

 and .

Camellia Society.

4.- Pazo de Lourizán 

estuary, between the towns of Pontevedra and Marin. The Pontevedra provincial government 

Lourizán.

, which includes those 
th century to the present. The oldest camellia specimens date from 

th

 

In the garden, there are trees of other species included in the 

, such as the specimens of , , 

,  and x , and the groups of Castanea 
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 and Castanea mollissima. Other specimens that can be seen are the avenue of magnolias 

and the trees of , , , , 

clones of several species of Castanea, , , , 

Larix x , , , , , 

subsp. ilex, ,

and .

5.- La Saleta 

La Saleta is located in the municipality of Meis (Pontevedra, Spain). The garden covers an 

garden there are also eastern species such as rhododendrons and azaleas, Australian myrtaceous 

  and , 

Camellia species and hybrids:  ´Debutante´, 

Camellia x 

williamsii Camellia 

Camellia hiemalis  x  

There also specimens of interest of , , var. , 

, , , ,

, , , ,

stellata, , , , ,

and .

6.- Pazo de Quinteiro da Cruz

 

countries around the world.

Camellia

species are blooming in the garden, among which are Camellia assimilis, , 

, , , , Camellia 

 and Camellia sinensis. Especially impressive are specimens of , 

 and Camellia Higo.

 hybrid 

Camellia x williamsii  x 

Tree specimens of interest, such as those of , , 

sp., , , , , 

, , ,  and Robinia 

 can also be seen.
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th

designed and created the current geometric garden with a labyrinth layout. She was especially 

of 

Camellia hiemalis

It is a garden with monumental and singular trees, such as the specimens of 

heterophylla, , , , 

, , , ,  and 

. Other tree species of interest are 

 and .

Camellia Society.

8.- House-Museum of Rosalía de Castro

th century).  The camellias now growing in the 

In the garden one specimen of  included in the 

Trees and several monumental trees of , ,  and 

 can be admired. Also of interest are a tree of  and one 

9.- Pazo de Oca 

of the Ulla river, is the Pazo de Oca, the most visited Pazo of Galicia. It has two gardens: one 

line of ancient boxwood hedges and citrus trees.

tree is a specimen of 

, evergreen magnolias, , , 

,  and a high number of ancient trees of  

other side of the garden, which is an English garden with a meadow, a path of Tilia platyphyllos 

trees, and an ornamental forest, in which there are splendid specimens of .

Camellia
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garden are specimens of 

Trees of Tilia platyphyllos (path of lime trees) and the specimens of  

 are included in the . 

Considered monumental trees are specimens of ,  and Camellia 

river, is the Pazo de Santa Cruz de Ribadulla.

Boxwood was one of 

the species  planted, covering almost . In the mid- th century, the oldest 

box trees were over  m in circumference and several of them were cut down for shipbuilding 

in England.

In the second half of the nineteenth century

ancestor of the current owner, inherited  a garden already structured. 

He

camellias obtained from France (Vilmorin seed producer), Portugal, Belgium and England near 

second half of the eighteenth century. Camellias rapidly replaced the boxwood in the garden, 

as yearly seeds produced many new plants, forming a natural camellieto, that indicates their 

 In the garden grow many monumental and singular specimens of , 

,  , 

, , , , 

 var. , , and .

There are outstanding specimens of 

Camellia sinensis and  

11.- Pazo de Mariñán 

The garden is divided into two parts that extend to both sides of a monumental geometric 

parterre of 

comprises sixteen rectangles in four plots

rings and shields. This part of the garden, of French style, also includes the entrance avenue, 

the path of  and , the guard house, the courtyard of the 

At one side of the monumental boxwood parterre, the garden exhibits monumental old 

specimens of ,  and , most included in the 

. Also noteworthy are the redbeed and several monumental and 

singular specimens of 

, , , 
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Carya illinoensis and 

There are also specimens of 

, 

some of them ancient, which surround the church of the same name.

the French garden, such as symmetrical parterres and hedges, and of the English garden, as the 

Carballeira de Santa Susana. 

, some of them over a hundred years old, 

 

: 

, one tree of planted to 

Tilia tomentosa 

growing in the Campo da Estrela. Other outstanding specimens, recognized as monumental 

, 

, ,  and .

There is a rich heritage of gardens with camellias in Galicia, which also possess monumental 

specimens of other plant species that enhance their appeal.  The present research has enabled 

. The twelve 

Camellias can contribute to promote tourism within the tourism brand  for its 

uniqueness (in Spain, they are found almost exclusively in Galicia), beauty, the high diversity of 
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for technical assistance. 

Camellia

 (last accesión: 11th

de Cultura, Comunicación Social y Turismo. Xunta de Galicia.

Xeral para o Turismo, Consellería de cultura e turismo. In: 

  (last accesión: 11th
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Agencia de Turismo de Galicia

One of these products The Route of the Camellia, a tourist experience unique in Europe, will be 
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describes itself as having the friendliest people, and high standards of customer service 

-

-

-

-

-

popular consumer goods. 

.

-

Once these core assets have been established, they should form the basis for all 

-

tent and unitary manner. 
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-

-

.



90

 

Strolling through Vineyards

Galician springs

Marine Tourism

The Route of the Camellia

Hidden heritage

Magical Shrines

Lighthouses and wild beaches

Galician woodlands

One of these products “The Route of the Camellia”, is going to play a very im-

portant role in the Galician brand strategy,  since this amazing “experience”, that let the 

-

    

of the Galicia tourist image
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private gardens are part of this route.

uct: “Strolling among vineyards”, because 

part of the route is in the South of Galicia, birth of the Rías Baixas wine. Some 

perfect blend.

brand products” that will support the Galician tourist strategy during the next years.



92

DGAOT, Faculdade de Ciências da Universidade do Porto, 

Portugal. E-mail: arenatacdpf@gmail.com

of Porto, are considered to be those that best represent the presence and long history of the 

to extensive cartographic and photographic records. Several conclusions were drawn about the 

of Porto.

gardens of Porto city, conducted within the trainship masters in landscape architecture 

-

of the gardens of Porto city.

its presence either by the symbolism that achieved. The gardens assume themselves as 

a part of the history and of the image of the city, as well as of its inhabitants, as the city 

gardens were designed by landscapes architects or landscape gardeners, famous Portu-

guese and foreigners 

From mid -XIX century a great number of public and private gardens appear which 
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. 

among rich families and owners of many gardens and farms that existed in Porto city in 

-

-

-

«Following Marques 

the one of Alfredo Moreira da Silva, student and former employee of Marques Loureiro 

-

it 

a great number of camellias in the cemeteries of Agramonte and of Prado de Repouso.
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-

ect followed the same criterion.

-

In the category of UP gardens we have those which are patrimony of the UP and 

as such are administrated and preserved by this university. These are Casa Burmester 

garden, Casa Primo Madeira garden, and Flower Garden of Porto city.

The private gardens open to the public are: Fundação de Serralves garden, the 

António de Almeida.

The public gardens are: the garden of the Casa Tait, São Lázaro garden, the garden 

of Quinta da Macieirinha, the garden of Rotunda da Boavista, the garden of  Marquês, 

 São Roque da Lam-

the cemetery of Prado do Repouso.

-

-

houses.

-
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-

real or shrubby behavior of the camellias, since the way they present themselves in a 

 of 

-

 

 aggrega-

 

 Copse

are planted in a row in the both sides of a way, staircase or alleyway.

 

the camellias while elements of formal form of the gardens where they are planted in 
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In the typology 

are in the garden with a lot of space. 

 In the typology 

seen from outside due to their great size.

 , in the gardens of 

 In the typology,  (picture 7) and were included 

all the camellias planted in a row, that had the role of separate, close or protect the gar-

straightness in the camellias planted in a row which presented themselves with a cop-
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gardens it was done the chart 1 where are gathered the collected data, where we can 

and shrub stratum -

-

-

-

-

-
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 However, when analyzing the data presented, with regard to the dominant typol-

-

distributed in the limits of the plats.

«

arboretums, ornamental forests, groves, 

-

axis , in the shaping of small groups that imitate in a certain way, a small forest, in the 
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-



100

 

 



101
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Camellias arrived in the XIX century to the city of Porto and since then they are 

-

growing and development.

 «

” 

Porto.

-

  (Faro, 

. Porto.

À sombra de árvores com história”. Campo Aberto. 

Porto.

, Faculdade de Ciências da Universidade do 

Porto. Porto. Documento não publicado 

Camellias . Vol. XI. Porto.

de Ciências da Universidade do Porto. Porto. Documento não publicado.

. Edição de autor. Porto. 

 

. Vol. II. Imprensa da Universidade. Coimbra.
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Soares de Albergaria I.1

1 Centro de História de Alem-Mar, Universidade dos Açores, Portugal

President of the Associação dos Floricultores dos Açores

 

gardens, especially in São Miguel Island.

-

and by ”. 

old camellias, historic gardens, garden tourism

 

the concept of garden tourism 

are a cultural resource that should be seen as complementary to core products that tar-

-

toric gardens as a cultural resource from their use as a tourism product. We put ourselves 
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-

-

-

So here are the historic gardens of the island of São Miguel that we selected for 

-

Pinhal da Paz Woodland Gardens.

European gardens, as an ornamental plant, sheltered from the harsh winter inside the 

-

-

-

and human resources they had never dreamt of.

-

by the sea current of the Gulf of Mexico, all contributed to the existence of favourable 

The available documents do not allow us to be certain as to the exact date of the 
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have long been the favourite plants of the local people. The cloisters of the convents and 

-

George Brown, an English gardener who had come recommended by the famous 

-

-

-

species were published in catalogues so as to foster the exchange with other similar in-

exchange. 

 

enclosed malls.
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) decides to build a villa there which later 

classical taste came to enhance the grounds.

gers, especially of the genera Alpinia and Hedychium. The big news is the presence of 

www.parqueterranostra.com).
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In the garden of the University and especially in Pinhal da Paz Woodland Gardens, 

Furnas Valley

Terra nostra garden, the casa do parque and the termal pond
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-

 

-

-
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-

www.camellias-azores.com 

. Lisboa: 

Quetzal.

Camellia Tour in the Azores», 

. Ponta Delgada: ATA.

-

. London: Edward Churton.

-

Moradores da Lagoa das Furnas.

-

Açores e Associação dos Floricultores dos Açores.

«The Gardens and Orange-grounds of St.Michael´s in the Azores: Its Climate and 
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Soares de Albergaria I.1

 

1 Centro de História de Alem-Mar, Universidade dos Açores, Portugal

President of the Associação dos Floricultores dos Açores

 -

Lavinia Maggi´, `Chandleri Elegans´, `Il Garofolo´, ` ´, ` ´, `Mutabi-

lis Traversii´, `Princepessa Aldobrandini´, `Isabelle´, `Rubina´, `Spectabillis de Loddiges´, `Pensylvanica´, 

` ´ and `Augusto Leal Gouveia Pinto´. On the exten-

of a 

 

Miguel, amateur botanist and creator of gardens. Today it belongs to his great-great 

Oliveira Rodrigues.
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of palms and fern trees, the svelte Romanesque-Gothic Chapel of Our Lady of Victories 

-

-

-

chitects were responsible for the buildings. The landscape plan was designed in France by 

-

which are intended to demarcate leisure areas and visual axes to the landscape.

 

-

Path with Camellias in the Wood-

land Gardens
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-

-

-
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 -

-

, published in three volumes in the city of Paris between 

 

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

itary treatment of the various tree species in the Woods, the reinstatement of some 

botanical species that meanwhile have gone missing and recovering paths and lanes. 

-

men António Assunção. 

AAVV, , 

. Lisboa: 

Quetzal.

. Ponta Delgada: ATA.

-

Topographic scheme for the new Camelieto
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. 

. Lucca: Pacini Editore.

«Portuguese Camellia Nurseries», American Camellia Yearbook: 87-89.

. Coimbra: Im-

Press.

-

Moradores da Lagoa das Furnas.

-

Açores e Associação dos Floricultores dos Açores.
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Hermo Gómez G.

E-mail: guillermo@pazoderubianes.com

-

al heritage to be found in pazos

-

antee their future.

-

-

antee their sustainability.

Increase of environmental awareness and respect for nature.
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Increase of environmental awareness and respect for nature.

History of Galicia.

The amazing world of botany, in many cases with the camellia at the forefront.

Architecture and Galcian Art.

both in Spain and Europe: The Route of the Galician Camellia and Gardens.
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Economic sustainability.

Environmental  

Historical, cultural and social 

The route of the camellia.

The route of Rías Baixas wine.

It is perfectly complemented with other products and is the perfect match for the 

Route of Rías Baixas Wine.

-

dra, Xunta de Galicia, Garden owners, camellia fans and lovers and the professional 

tourist sector.
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Involvement and commitment.

Encourage botanical culture in galicia and spain.

Live the Pazo de Rubianes experience. 

passion with us.

Today:

Galician history y architecture.

Route of the camellia and the historical gardens of galicia.
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Wine tourism. Route of rías baixas wine.

Golf course

In the near future:

Padel court and swimming pool.

MTB

Etc…
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The vineyards and the Pazo de Rubianes wines, the perfect match with the camellia.
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, **

E-mail: cordeiro.lmc@gmail.com

Species of the genus Camellia have played an important role as ornamental plants for 
th century, mainly in 

-

Historic camellias

-

islands of Açores and Madeira and the mountains of Sintra (near Lisbon) and Monchique 

(Algarve).

th

in Campanhã, then a rural area, for the purpose of establishing a family summer retreat 

of Arcaria, already displayed camellias, including the rare 
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southern, more Mediterranean. 

 Bussaco: A B   

 View of the parterre from the formal garden.
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 Excerpt from the List of the Camellias that went to 

 “

       

Italy

Belgium

 China

Portugal

England

France

1

30
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 Some of the historic A

B

E

th 

Aplicada (Ecologia), Biodiversidade e Gestão de Ecossistemas. Universidade de Aveiro.

ety.

 
tralia.

Botanique de Gand

th

American Camellia Society.
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was successively located at “Plaza de Galicia”, “Pazo de Fonseca” and the “Residencia de Estudiantes”. 

medicinal plants to supply the pharmacy of the Hospital Real nearby, which later became 

Today it is a small leisure area.

up of members of the central government, the autonomous regional government and 

Compostela. This land was ceded to the USC to build the botanic garden.

The aims of the USC Botanic Gardens are in line with the program proposed by 
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Culture and heritage

Economic and social development

camellias in the Galician culture and on the advantage it possesses in terms of contents 

similar genera which are currently subordinated to other families. In this context, we are 

dynamic process (Figure 1).

Phenological and structural studies, response to pruning

Technological development

Use of camellias in teaching and cultural programs
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Carmen Salinero, Director of the 

, Pontevedra 

C.japonica C. x williamsii C. sasanqua

Belgium - - -

Italy - - -

Spain 7 - - -

Australia 1 - - 1

England - - -

Portugal - -

France - - - -

United States 1 -

1 7 - -

Total

designed by Prof. Isabel Iglesias (USC).

advance.
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