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An official publication of the International Camellia Society

Aims of the International Camellia Society

To foster the love of camellias throughout the world and maintain and increase  
their popularity

To undertake historical, scientific and horticultural research in connection with camellias

To co-operate with all national and regional camellia societies and with  
other horticultural societies

To disseminate information concerning camellias by means of bulletins  
and other publications

To encourage a friendly exchange between camellia enthusiasts of all nationalities

MAJOR DATES ON THE INTERNATIONAL CAMELLIA CALENDAR

Spring 2010 ---  International Camellia Congress. Kurume, Japan.

Spring 2012  ---  International Camellia Congress. Chuxiong, Yunnan, China. 
ICS 50th (Golden) Anniversary.

Spring 2014  ---  International Camellia Congress. Galicia, North West Spain. 
(to be confirmed).

Spring 2016  ---  International Camellia Congress. Dali, Yunnan, China.
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Message from the President

2008 has been a Great Year for the International Camellia Society. 

The International Camellia Congress in Falmouth, Cornwall England in early April was 
a great success. More than 200 ICS Members enjoyed the Congress. Both the Pre and 
Post Tours were highly successful. The many historic gardens were at their “camellia and 
rhododendrons best” and will always be remembered by the eager travelers.  The technical 
papers covered a multitude of interesting topics which were very interesting to all.  The 
Congress events in Falmouth were hosted by their “singing mayor” who warmly welcomed 
the guests to his interesting city. Probably the success of the Congress was due to the hard 
work and personal involvement of so many UK Camellia members. In addition to the major 
planning- roles of Pat Short, Jennifer Trehane, John Fildew, Eric Taylor, and Jill Totty,  Pat’s 
closing letter listed 17 additional UK members who helped with the Congress. Thanks to 
all for the good work.  I am sure we will enjoy the articles about the Congress in the 2008 
Journal.

The Dali Camellia Festival in early March broke all records for camellia events. More 
than 250 Camellia Nurseries participated in the 2008 Dali Sixth Chinese National Show 
and Camellia Festival. The Third Camellia Hybridization Symposium; Mr. You Muxian 
is the founding master, was also held during this week-long event.  The spectacular 
Festival Opening ceremonies, the mile long display of camellias and dancing minorities 
groups can not be fully appreciated except by seeing the DVD prepared and distributed 
by the organizers of the Festival. Chuxiong, the site of the 2012 International Camellia 
Congress and TengChong, the site of a fabulous C. reticulata Nursery and the largest native 
C.reticulata trees in China were visited by the small group of ICS attending members. Be 
sure to read the articles about this Chinese Camellia Festival.

The WEB INTERNATIONAL CAMELLIA REGISTER has been an immediate success—
with many, many viewers. Professor Gianmario Motta and Daniele Ferrari were named 
joint Web Register Maestros in May, 2008.  Updating of the Web Register will be generated 
by Neville Haydon, then sent to Motta and Ferrari for insertion into the Web Register.  Its 
development is an evolving and continuing process – stand by for future developments. 

Major decisions made at the Falmouth Camellia Congress ICS Board Meeting are as 
follows:-

The Web Register will be made an integral part of the ICS Web Site and will be free and 
available to all interested users. The Locarno flat subscription motion was rescinded and the 
historic 85% Subscription Rate readopted. Membership Representatives are to submit 2008 
dues to Butterfield Bank by December 31st. Camellia Journals will be sent to ICS Members 
directly from the UK Publisher. Camellia Congresses were awarded to Spain and Portugal 
(tentative) in 2014 and to Dali, China in 2016.

Subsequent to the UK Board meeting members were contacted by mail and the resignation 
of Lorraine Fraser was accepted and Neville Haydon named as International Camellia 
Registrar. Professor Motta and Daniele Ferrari were named joint Web Register Maestros 
in May 2008.
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The next International Camellia Congress will be in Kurume, Japan in 2010. The Honorable 
Mayor of the City of Kurume, Mr. Eto Morikuni was with us in Falmouth and invited the 
ICS members to come to Japan in the Spring of 2010. Shigeo Matsumoto and Chuji Hiruki 
also made presentations in Falmouth supporting the Kurume Congress. This will be the 
fourth ICS Congress held in Japan and the Japanese always present an outstanding “never 
to be forgotten” Camellia Congress. Make your plans now to attend.

Mr. Neville Haydon continues to be Chairman of the Otomo Research Board. The Otomo 
Research Fund is now 34,658 GBP (~63,000US$) but needs your continued support to 
expand our camellia research programs. The 2008 Research Grant of 2,000US$ will go to 
Professor Chuji Hiruki for a project to better understand the nature and impact of camellia 
virus diseases. Some of these cause variegation in camellia blooms which is both admired 
by some and despised by others.

Our Regional Membership Representatives continue to need your help. The cost of 
individual letters to ask about your dues is getting very expensive. Please help your MR’s 
by paying promptly and notifying them promptly of any address changes.

I have certainly enjoyed being your president during the 2008 year. Sadly, my term ends in 
2009. All in all, serving as president has been a fun experience.  We continue to face new 
problems and challenges in the ever-evolving world.  Lets all work to encourage others to 
join our camellia interests and see that our ICS membership continues to grow.

Gregory Davis

OTOMO  ENDOWMENT  RESEARCH  FUND
Mrs Pat Short, a member of the Otomo Advisory Board since the Fund was created, retired 
by rotation in 2008, and elected not to be re-nominated. However the expertise of the Short 
family is not lost to the Advisory Board, as Herbert Short has accepted President Davis’ 
nomination for a five year term, joining the ongoing members, Howard Rhodes, Dr Ross 
Hayter, Shigeo Matsumoto and Neville Haydon (Chairman). We acknowledge gratefully 
the work which Pat Short has done for the Fund.

This year the Fund has made a grant of $US 2000 towards a study of “The Nature and 
Impact of Camellia Virus Diseases and Their Possible Control.” This study is to be carried 
out over three years at the University of Alberta, Canada, by their Professor Emeritus Dr 
Chuji Hiruki, who is also a Vice-President of our Society, assisted by Dr Ming Chen.

The Fund still has sufficient interest earned to be able to make another grant if a suitable 
proposal is received. This said, we remain disappointed that we are only able to make grants 
of the current size,  which fall way short of the costs of scientific studies at Universities. We 
again commend to you the value of donations, or future bequests, to build up the capital of 
the Fund and allow us to increase the value of our grants.

Neville Haydon, Chairman, Otomo Fund Advisory Board
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Notes from the Editor

Jennifer Trehane

This Journal has been a real challenge, with more pages than any past International Camellia 
Journal. It is mainly due to the very high quality of the presentations given at the 2008 
Congress in Falmouth and the positive reaction to the garden tours and other events, plus 
the relative ease with which we can reproduce high definition digital colour pictures in this 
day and age. 

It has been necessary to shorten many contributions and, where two people have written on 
the same subject, to combine them into one article. I hope the contributors will understand 
and still know that their work is much appreciated. 

The full programme for the next International Camellia Congress, to be held in 2010, is 
published in this journal, giving plenty of time for members to plan ahead and book in good 
time before the next journal is published. More details and booking forms will be sent out 
by the organising committee before the end of 2009. 

Included in the current Journal package is the separate list of current ICS members and their 
addresses, compiled by our International Membership Registrar, Ines Kasimir.

The next journal will, amongst other articles, feature our International Camellia Gardens 
of Excellence so it would be appreciated if anyone visiting any of them, or involved in 
some way with a particular garden, would kindly contact me to ensure that that garden is 
included. Good quality photographs, particularly of garden scenes showing camellias, are 
always welcome, sent as slides, on disc or as attachments to e-mails, (but no more than 5MB 
per e-mail please).

In the meantime I should like to thank all those who have contributed to the 2008 IC Journal, 
including those who have kindly translated the summarised contents, Mayda Reynolds who 
did the proof reading, Graham Mallett of GPM Computer Services who did the layout, and 
Pat and Herb Short who have been extremely helpful and supportive.

jennifer@trehane.co.uk

~~~

Contents’ Translations

Voir page 138 pour la traduction du resume du message de notre President et des articles 
principaux dans ce Journal

s.S.141: Zusammenfassung der Mitteilungen des Praesidenten und der wesentlichen Artikel 
dieses Journals.

会長のメッセージ及び本誌の主要記事の要約の訳文については144,147頁参照

のこと。
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Web News

Report from the ICS Web Editor, Pat Short  –  September 2008

Our Internet address is  www.camellia-ics.org

This has been an exciting and colourful year for the ICS website.

The single most dramatic change to the website has been the opening photo:  our “Camellia 
of the Month”.  We have had some interesting and beautiful camellias gracing our pages, with 
notes from the people who have provided the images as to why they like these blooms.

There is also a little box that points out what is new in the web pages, which we hope will 
be helpful.  

The website now includes a calendar of camellia activities around the world, and a section 
on camellia gardens, which spotlight the ICS Gardens of Excellence among others.  As 
promised last year, we have added a page about the Otomo Fund --  what projects we have 
helped support, and how researchers can apply for ICS support on new projects.

Our major project -- the Web Register -- has come to fruition, and is now openly available 
to all, for free, at the web address  www.camellia-international.org

As has been pointed out, the ICS published the International Camellia Register, not the 
ICS Camellia Register.  As the registration body for the genus, we are custodians of the 
register and information destined for inclusion in it.  We hope we are fulfilling this role by 
welcoming everyone interested in camellias to these web pages.

This work has been accomplished by Professor Gianmario Motta, Director for the ICS Italy 
Region, and his colleague Daniele Ferrari, the joint Web Register Maestros.  Gianmario and 
Daniele are working closely with New Zealander Neville Haydon, who has taken over as 
the International Registrar for Camellias.  He has provided Gianmario and his colleagues 
with up-to-date material, which is being incorporated into the webpages.  Neville is now 
methodically going through the register to correct information in the entries; he is being 
ably assisted by Herb Short of the U.K. and Luc Dhaeze of Belgium, both of whom thrive 
on the challenges of historical research.

The website also includes registration forms designed for use primarily by European 
hybridizers, who do not have access to journals and publications to communicate their 
information.  As of 18 September, registration forms in English and German have been 
posted; the French forms will be posted as soon as possible.

Our message continues to be:  tell us!  What is going on?  What information would you like 
to see on our website? And again, as soon as camellia events in your region are set, please 
let me know or encourage the organizers to let me know.  We can post details about them 
immediately, for a newsy section that will encourage planning for visitors.  

pat.short@camellia-ics.org
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Sample of Camellia of the Month  

from the International Camellia Society website
www.camellia-ics.org

Camellia of the Month

‘Sweet October.’  Photo by Jeanne  R. Ackerman.

An autumn-into-winter bloomer from Dr. William Ackerman  (Maryland, U.S.A.), 
‘Sweet October’ has a delightful sweet fragrance, particularly noticeable if a 

spray is cut and taken indoors. According to Bill’s old records, the cross between 
C.oleifera ‘Lu Shan Snow’ x C.sasanqua ‘White Queen’ was made in 1981.  It first 

flowered in the early 1990s.  The plant, which first flowered in the early 1990s, 
is now about 16 ft. (4.9 m) tall and 12 ft. (3.7 m) wide. Bees love the blooms, 

and seeds are abundant.  Bill is now registering the cultivar with the American 
Camellia Society.

Send the ICS website a photo of one of your favourite camellias for our “Camellia 
of the month” display. Tell us a little bit about it -- where it originated and when, 

and why you like it!
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The Second Chuxiong 
Camellia Cultural Festival, 

China
January 17th- 18th 2008.

Extracted from  reports by Waldemar Max 
Hansen (Vice President)  

and John Fildew (UK Director)

After travelling from Shanghai, we were 
warmly greeted in Kunming and travelled on 
to Chuxiong. It was good to be back in this 
beautiful region, with its varied landscapes 
and more than 100 nature reserves. It is said 
that 85% of all trees and shrubs planted in 
our European parks and gardens stem from 
Yunnan and half of all animal species in 
China are found here.

An excellent dinner hosted by the Governor 
of Chuxiong, at the Xiaongbao Hotel in 
Chuxiong city opened the Festival.

In addition to distinguished guests from 
other parts of China including those from 
Jinhua, Kunming and neighbouring Dali, 
the Festival was attended by President Greg 
Davis and his wife and other International 
Camellia Society delegates included Vice 
President Max Hansen and Directors 
John Fildew (UK) and Gianmario Motta 
(Italy), and John Wang (USA), a couple 
from Taiwan and four representatives from 
Toyama Central Botanic Garden, Japan. 

Chuxiong is in the middle of Yunnan 
Province at a junction of road and rail 
systems, with an equable climate for a wide 
variety of plants especially on the mountains, 
Zixishan and Heiniushan. It is an important 
gene bank of several wild camellia species 
and an important original source of Camellia 
reticulata.  

The first visit was to Zixi mountain (Zixishan) 
where visitors were welcomed by the Mayor 

of Chuxiong, Mr Yuan Peng and entertained 
by dancers who performed traditional Yi 
dances in their colourful costumes, and 
served drinks of friendship in antler horn 
vessels. The mayor told his audience how 
camellias were first planted in the area 800 
years ago and it still has more than 1000 
camellia trees over 100 years old, that the 
camellia is the city flower of Chuxiong. It 
is an area where natural development and 
selection by humans has produced more 
than 20 special varieties. 

The 2012 International Camellia Congress to 
be held in Chuxiong is being enthusiastically 
embraced at all levels in the city and its 
surrounding area, using the event to speed 
up construction, transport systems and 
other projects through the medium of the 
camellia. Chuxiong will become a “flower 
garden tourism city featuring the camellia” 
with a Camellia Cultural Festival each year 
between 2007 and 2012.

Dali. The Sixth (Dali) China 
Camellia Expo

January 19th-22nd 2008.

Extracted from  reports by Waldemar Max 
Hansen (Vice President)  

and John Fildew (UK Director)

The Chinese National Symposium on 
Camellia Breeding, was sponsored and 
hosted by the Chinese Flower Association 
and the Peoples Government of Dali 
Prefecture. 

Dali is said to be one of the best cities for 
tourists in China, following a period of very 
rapid growth and development, from which 
its people from 13 nations and several 
different religions have all benefited.

It has an equable climate, many sites of 
historic interest, specially designed folk 

Events in 2008
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houses and is set in beautiful scenery that 
includes Erhai Lake and the Cangshan 
mountains.

The opening ceremony was held on a large 
podium erected in front of one of the great 
gates of Dali, with speeches by the Governor 
of Dali, Mr He Jinping, ICS President Greg 
Davis, President of the Chinese Flower 
Association, Mrs Jiiang Zehui and other 
important personalities.

This was followed by a really spectacular, 
theatrical opening of the gates of the city, 
with volleys from cannons and the cutting 
of a giant red ribbon, by ICS President 
Greg Davis. This signalled the opening of 
giant curtains which revealed a red carpet 
that covered the whole road for over half 
a mile, thronged on either side by huge 
crowds of local people. We walked up this, 
with dragons and dancing groups from local 

villages, and groups of ladies in traditional 
costume singing and banging gongs on either 
side of us. We felt like visiting emperors. 
We reached the brow of the hill and looked 
back. The whole carpet was covered by 
huge crowds of townspeople and visiting 
tourists. 

The evening banquet that followed this was 
almost as spectacular, with VIP’s on the 
stage, a one hundred foot table for secondary 

VIP’s in front of the stage, down 
the centre of which ran a four foot 
wide channel completely filled 
with flowers, and about 25 other 
tables around the hall for local 
people.

Next day, 20th February, papers 
were presented. Appropriately 
many were on various aspects 
of Camellia reticulata. John 
Wang from San Francisco talked 
about his experiences in camellia 
hybridisation, using C. reticulata 
and there were some excellent 

papers on research on wild resources 
especially in the Baotai mountains of 
Yongping county and some of the ancient 
camellias cultivated in Dali Prefecture.

There were also papers on hybridisation 
between Camellia azalea and other camellias 
and an analysis on the central camellia 
varieties by ISSR markers. Professor 
Gianmario Motta, from Italy introduced the 
“Web Camellia Register prototype”.

Other interesting papers were presented, 
indicating the enthusiasm and energy being 
put into camellia research.

A wonderful event for which the combined 
organisers of Dali are to be gratefully 
thanked. 

The International Camellia Congress is to 
be held in Dali in 2016.
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A trip to Tengchong

Max Hansen

Following the events in Chuxiong and Dali, 
Prof. Wang Zhonglang organised a trip to the 
area around Tengchong where he is working 
on cataloguing old Camellia reticulatas.

Max Hansen, (Germany), John Fildew, 
(England), Prof. Mario Motta, (Italy), Dr 
Masashi Nakata (Botanic Gardens, Toyama, 
Japan), Mr & Mrs Shi-lan, (Taiwan) and 
a group of botanists from the Kunming 
Institute of Botany took part. 

We travelled to Baoshan, often over rough 
roads, through beautiful landscapes. Shortly 
before crossing the Nu Jiang, which later 
becomes the Mekong we stopped and were 
overwhelmed by the enormous amounts of 
fruit and vegetables on offer in the market. 

Next day with the frost still covering the 
grass we reached an area where many old 
and impressive reticulatas covered the 
fields. They were originally used for oil 
production. Zhonglong Wang and his team 
were here to record each one and to make 
measurements, including their height, stem, 
and crown diameter. Dr Nakata had brought 
special colour measuring equipment and 
helped to record details of their blooms.

On the way back to our hotel 
a farmer kindly showed us 
the equipment used to extract 
camellia oil. It is used for 
cooking, cosmetics and in 
the pharmaceutical industry.  
The farmer’s wife served us 
with freshly brewed tea and 
biscuits.

Next day we visited 
the camellia garden of 
Tengchong. 8 hectares of 
beautiful grounds with 186 
camellia cultivars. Here 

cuttings from young japonicas, which root 
more easily than reticulatas, are raised in 
large numbers, to be used as stock plants for 
grafting. 

I had always thought that the large bamboo 
scaffolding around old Reticulata trees 
was there to protect them from stormy 
conditions but I was disabused of this. The 
young japonicas in pots are placed close to 
higher branches for approach grafting or 
inarching. 

Our final day was spent visiting a forest near 
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Gudong. With the rise in prices for reticulatas 
in China farmers have been going further 
into the mountain forests to hunt them out.

Two years ago they discovered this area 
with many Reticulata trees, some of which 
are thought to be more than 350 years old. 
They are near the site of a monastery built 
by monks 1500 years ago and it is assumed 
that the camellias had originated in their 
garden. Today farmers have cleared much of 
the undergrowth so that one can admire the 
trees in all their glory. I assume that this will 
become a destination for an outing when the 
ICS congress takes place in 2016. I am sure 
the access routes, which are at present only 
suitable for 4 wheel drive vehicles, will be 
improved and will be accessible by buses by 
then.

A visit to Tengchong  
to observe wild  

Camellia reticulata Lindley 
in their habitat 

You Muxian, China 

You Muxian is one of the founders of the 
China Camellia Hybridisation Group. He is 
an enthusiastic member of the ICS and was 
very actively involved in the International 
Camellia Congress in Jinhua in 2003. 

It was in late February 2008 when Mr. and 
Mrs. Gregory Davis, and Mr. John Wang, a 
noted Chinese American camellia breeder 
and I made a trip from Dali to Tengchong, 
Yunnan Province where we saw many huge 
and tall Camellia reticulata plants. It was 
such a wonderful and magnificent sight to 
observe thousands of red camellia flowers 
loaded on the tree branches just like many 
floating red clouds in the sky.

Millions of years ago, the Tengchong 
location was an immense sea. The collision 
of the Indian tectonic plate and the Europe-
Asian continental mass created a land of 
volcano and hot geyser.  It was an amazing 
phenomenon that the life of C. reticulata 
emerged from such an environment. C. 
reticulata is the native plant of Tengchong 
that has superior nutritional quality; it is used 
as an edible oil plant and also has unique 

图1、戴维斯主席和王大庄先生品尝油茶花蜜。
ICS President Greg Davis, You Muxian  

and John Wang tasting camellia flower nectar
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floral value for horticulture. Tengchong is 
the homeland of many well known colorful 
reticulata cultivars, selected from  seedlings 
originally produced by the wild form of 
Camellia reticulata Lindley.

We spent almost the whole day travelling 
on the 24th of February from Dali to 
Tengchong. The journey was not an easy 
one on the narrow two-lane, treacherous 
highway to climb over Boashan (mountain) 
and Gaoligonshan. We even encountered a 
road block for one hour. Finally we reached 
Tengchong at 7 pm. Next morning, we were 
greeted by Mr. Chen Yuiming, Vice Deputy 
People’s Representative of Tengchong City, 
who took us to the habitat center of wild C. 
reticulata. It was located in hilly country on 
the western slope of a mountain range near 
Holuh Village of Mazian community, 18 
kilometers from the city. The soil layer in the 
area was deep and looked darker, due to its 
volcanic origin, (locals called it mashed aroma 
soil), and its texture was loose and porous. 

The wild C. reticulata could be found 
between 1,700 to 2,300 meters in elevation. 
We were led by the Chief of Holuh Village 
to a huge wild C. reticulata tree. Mr. Greg 
Davis raised his head to examine the 
camellia tree and said “Ok! This must be the 
largest camellia tree I have ever seen in the 
world.” He was so excited and we all took 
many pictures in front of the tree. We made 
an immediate measurement. The diameter 
of the trunk was calculated at 1.2 meter (3.6 
feet). The coverage of the tree crown was 
estimated at 50 square meters and the height, 
at 19 meters. This magnificent sight reflected 
a Chinese poem “Tea Flower blossom is 
like raging fire, Thousands of flower as if 
flame the sky”. The Chief picked a branch 
loaded with flowers and peeled off the outer 
petals and showed us how to suck the flower 
nectar. Mr. and Mrs. Davis and Mr Wang 
kept on sucking many flowers and shouted 
that “How sweet it is! Just like honey.”

Camellia reticulata is not a self pollinator. 
The flowers need cross pollination by means 
of bugs, honey bees, birds etc. Thus the 
seeds that are produced have possibilities of 
new genetic variations The new flowers may 
have the alteration of stamens into petals or 
petaloids, wrinkled or split petals, increase 
in petal number and size as well as the 
appearance and the colorations of the flower. 
Hundreds of new camellia reticulates were 
selected because of their obvious variations 
in seedlings. Local folks in Holuh Village

图2、看，这是重瓣变异了的油茶。

The petals of a wild reticulata flower showing  
variation

would erect scaffolding in order to allow 
their approach graft method to propagate the 
newly selected Camellia reticulata cultivars. 
A Yunnan Camellia reticulata cultivar is 
developed by a rigid procedure of seedling 
evaluation and selection, which shall be 
then registered and put out for propagation 
in nurseries.

There were many camellia forest lands 
around Mazhan Community. Every forest 
area has some very huge wild camellia trees. 
Within throwing distance, we encountered 
another huge camellia tree that was bigger 
than the previous one. Mr. Davis was not 
a young man but he was jumping with 
excitement. We took more pictures with the 
tree. Mrs. Greg Davis picked a small branch 
of camellia flowers to put it on the light-
colored cowboy hat worn by Mr. Davis. He 
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indeed looked very sharp. We had a group 
picture taken in front of the largest wild 
camellia tree.

图3、戴维斯主席夫人给戴维斯主席帽上插

油茶花。

Mrs. Greg Davis putting camellia flowers  
on Mr. Davis’ hat

图6、戴维斯主席夫妇和陪同人员在古油茶树

前集体拍照留念。

Mr. and Mrs Greg Davis with camellia friends 
in front of ancient wild C. reticulata

We were then to visit a Live Camellia Genetic 
Preservation Bank as well as   Hybridization 
Center which was established in 1980 by 
the Civic Engineering and Construction 
Department. The Center was then 
transferred and managed by their Forestry 
Department. Mr. Yang YuonZong, the head 
of the Center told us: The natural habitat of 
wild C. reticulata near Tengchong covers 
ten thousands of Chinese Mu, about 1,550 
acres, yet man-made camellia forests cover 
60,000 Chinese Mu, equivalent to 9,302 
acres. Altogether it is a huge and precious 

genetic warehouse for Camellia reticulata. 
They started their seedling selection in 
the sixties and continued until 1990. They 
selected 72 new reticulata seedlings. In 1992 
the Science Branch of Yunnan Provincial 
Government decided to have a “Registration 
Symposium for New Camellia reticulata 
Cultivars” held at Tengchong City. There 
were 62 new C. reticulata cultivars registered 
through an evaluation process, led by Mr. 
Feng Guomei and the camellia experts 
from Camellia Branch Office. At present 
the Center is located on an area of land 
of 110 Chinese Mu. It has 1,200 camellia 
plants with many interesting variations. 
They preserve 130 named cultivars. There 
are over 600 of large Camellia reticulata 
stocks at 12 feet tall and about 3 inches in 
diameter. They also have stocks of over 
600 of the traditional Chinese cultivar, C. 
japonica ‘Snow Pagoda’ with which to 
produce under-stocks for grafting about 
ten thousands C. reticulata plants yearly.

We observed the well known  traditional 
cultivars such as ‘Envy Sky’s Height’, 
‘Purple Gown’, ‘Baby’s Face’, and the 
flowers with the floral appearance of 
‘Embroidery Ball’, ‘Peony’, ‘Butterfly 
Wings’ and Chrysanthemum Petal’. We also 
observed the new C. reticulata cultivars  
produced by natural variation and mutation 
were, in themselves, very unique. Wang 
pointed out further that Tengchong has such 
a rich genetic bank and numerous seedlings, 
produced during the course of ever 
continuous genetic evolution, This was a 
great advantage in developing and selecting 
excellent new C. reticulata cultivars. 

After we visited the Center, they requested 
us to write a comment:

Mr. Davis wrote: “You all have collected 
over one hundred new C.reticulata cultivars. 
They add precious wealth to the world. I 
hope you keep on selecting and increasing 
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the number of your seedlings. Let your great 
accomplishment be recognized by everyone 
in the world”.

Mr. John Wang wrote: “All the success and 
development of Camellia reticulata  in the 
world is originally rooted in Tengchong, 
Yunnan.”

I made a remark: “Tengchong is flying 
toward everywhere in the world.”

On the 26th February we learned that there 
was an ancient East China Tea Flower 
(C. japonica) tree, over 500 years old, a 
traditional cultivar called ‘JinPan Lychee’, a 
small red anemone flower. We immediately 
went to ‘Yang Family Territory’ of ‘Mazhan’ 
Community. This ancient C. japonica tree 
was only recently discovered by the Chinese 
camellia circle. It was strange; why was the 
tree there?

The tree was located on the west side of a 
mud-brick wall. It was measured at 8 meters 
in height. The tree trunk branched equally 
into two branches at 1.5 meters above the 
ground. The branch was measured at 86 cm 
in circumference and trunk circumference 
was measured at 1.4 meters. The tree crown 
coverage was 4.8 square meters. 

The man of the farm house was named Mr. 
Yang Sanfu, 73 years old. He said that during 
the HongWu years of the Ming Dynasty, 
(Ming Dynasty 1368-1644. ed), their family 
had twin brothers. They went to Beijing for 
the Palace Examination and were chosen for 
the top honor above all participants from 
everywhere in China. The Emperor assigned 
them to be high officers in Zhejing Province. 
When they visited their home town, they 
brought home some samples of the East 
China Tea Flower. They did not know the 
flower name but it was much smaller than 
that of C. reticulata. Blooming time was late. 
The small red flower resembled ‘Lychee” 
fruit and everyone in the village liked it so 

they named it ‘Lychee on Golden plate’ or 
‘Jinpan Lychee’. There were about 50 of 
these camellias in the courtyards among the 
village houses.

图9、腾冲杨家寨的华东古山茶‘金盘荔

枝’。
 The ancient C.japonica ‘Jinpan Lychee’ found 

at ‘Yang Family Territory’ of Tengchong

Mr. Yang took us to their neighbor’s house 
to see a large specimen. It was measured at 
33 cm in trunk circumference, 3 meters in 
height and canopy coverage of 3.8 square 
meters. This tree was originally planted in 
a 38 cm pot and the pot was pushed by the 
pressure of the growing roots to break so that 
the root mass reached down into the ground 
permanently. This camellia tree looked lush 
and healthy with many red flowers. 

Mr. Wang took many pictures and looked 
carefully at all the branches to find hidden 
flowers.  Suddenly Mr. Wang asked Mr. 
Yang to collect some flowers of C. reticulata 
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for him. The farmer’s wife brought in 
many branches loaded with flowers.  
Mr. Wang utilized all the available 
material at that spot to demonstrate 
how to make a cross pollination, using 
pollen from the cut branches. Wang 
reminded the farmer and his wife to 
examine the flowers on their tree in 
the summer to see possible formation 
of a seedpod. If so the seed should be 
mature in October. If the seed had a 
real cross pollination, you should 
have a new hybrid flower. It was 
possible for the first time for Mr. Davis to 
see Mr. Wang carrying out cross pollination. 
He observed the demonstration carefully 
and took many pictures. 

Two days of visits were over quickly. We 
were deeply impressed by Tengchong and 
continued to talk about it and to discuss 

C.j.‘JinPan Lychee’ a 500 year old camellia  
with a fascinating history

John Wang examines the flowers of ‘JinPan Lychee’

our memories of the wild C.reticulata 
forest, the Camellia Center for developing 
new reticulata cultivars, the live genetic 
‘warehouse’ and that special ancient East 
China Tea Flower-------.
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Location of Kurume City:

Kurume City with the population of 300,000 
is celebrating the 120th anniversary of its 
municipal system organization in 2010. 
Just after the Miyazaki Congress, Kurume 
City and the Japan Camellia Society agreed 
to host the IC Congress in this happy 
occasion.

Kurume City is located in the northern part of 
Kyushu Island, one of the major four islands 
of the Japanese Archipelago. It is easily 

accessible in 30 minutes by express coach 
from Fukuoka Airport, which is connected 
to Narita and Kansai International Airports 
in 2 hours and 1 hour respectively.

Kurume City is a town of agriculture 
and industry, located in the basin of the    
Chikugo River, the largest river in Kyushu. 
Close to the southern side of the river bank 
there is the Mino Mountain Range, and in its 
sloping land to the Chikugo River there is a 
district called Kusano Town which is the old 
hometown of camellias.

Welcome to the International Camellia Congress  
in Kurume, Japan, in March 2010
The Executive Committee for the IC Kurume Congress
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Brief History of Camellia Growing

In the Edo Period (1600-1867) the Kurume 
District was ruled under the Arima family 
of the Kurume Clan, and the rulers for 
generations were enthusiastic in promoting 
production of plants so that the Kusano 
Town flourished as the center of growing 
and producing plants since those times, 
blessed with warm climate and plenty of 
water due to the Mino Mountain Range. 
The most famous flowering trees in Kurume 
have been Kurume Azalea hybrids.

Although the production of camellias was 
begun as early as in the Edo Period, the 
large-scale production of camellias was 
started in the beginning of the 20th century.

Just after the end of World War II a study 
group of camellia production was formed 
and the production of camellia saplings was 
restarted making use of new technologies 
such as crossbreeding and mist propagation. 
At present the Kusano Town is still the center 
of camellia production in Japan and 800,000 
camellia saplings are being produced every 
year.

KURUME CONGRESS
(Saturday March 20  

to Wednesday March 24)

Congress sessions will take place in the three 
mornings during the period of the Congress 
at the Hotel New Plaza from March 21 to 23, 
where the results of the world’s researches 
on camellias and interesting topics will be 
presented. In the afternoons of those days 
we are visiting various camellia spots in 
Kurume and Kumamoto.

March 20, Saturday –  Accepting 
registrations to the Congress will be started 
from 2 p.m. The delegates who would have 
been participating in the Pre-Congress Tour 
will arrive at the hotel at around 5 p.m. 
In the evening the Congress will be 

inaugurated by starting the welcome party 
in a usual way with a kagami-biraki or 
breaking the lid of a sake cask with some 
wooden hammers by ICS and City officials, 
and some local entertainments will be 
shown.

March 21, Sunday – In the morning you 
will visit Ishibashi Cultural Center where 
you will see a camellia show co-hosted by 
JCS Kurume Branch and Chikushi Branch, 
a camellia garden and a drawing exhibition 
at Ishibashi Museum. Then you will visit 
Jibasan (local industries) Center where you 
will take lunch and buy souvenirs.

In the afternoon you will visit the Kusano 
District, where you will be guided to 
Agricultural Park, World’s Azalea Center 
and some personal gardens to see old 
camellias.

There are many old, historic camellias 
growing and reserved in the Kusano District. 
Let’s preview some of those old trees before 
you will see them with your own eyes in 
2010.

The most famous camellia must be a 
‘Masayoshi’ or ‘Donckelaeri’ being 
taken care of in the garden of Mrs. Hitoe 
Imamura. The tree age estimated is about 
300 years with the dimensions of the trunk 
circumference 1.22m, the tree height 8m 
and the crown 7m. It is a famous story 
that Dr. Philip Franz von Siebold of Dutch 
East Indian Company brought a Masayoshi 
grafted plant to Antwerp in 1830 and that 
‘Masayoshi’ was renamed ‘Donckelaeri’ to 
have been propagated widely in the West. 
There are some other old Masayoshi trees 
in Kurume, but Mrs. Imamura’s tree is the 
oldest so that it could be the mother tree of 
Siebold’s Donckelaeri. 

The tree called ‘Shiratama-hôju’ is also 
growing in the Mrs. Imamura’s garden. The 
parentage is unknown, but it is an original 
cultivar in Kurume. The flower is pure white, 
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medium sized, formal double of broad, thick 
petals. The tree is about 200 years old with 
the dimensions of the girth 1.24m, the height 
10m and the crown 7m.

‘Kannonji’ in the precinct of Kannonji 
Temple in Tanushimaru Town is also an 
old camellia. This tree is considered to  
be a natural hybrid between C. x vernalis, 
‘Gaisen’, and a wild C. japonica. The tree 
age is estimated to be 350 years. The tree 
has the dimensions of 1.58m in girth, 12m 
in height and 10m in crown.

Then you will visit Kurume Camellia 
Garden newly completed by Kurume City. 
The site measures 3 hectares with the total 
number of about 3,000 old and young 
camellias of about 500 cultivars planted 
there. The garden utilizes the old camellias 
which had been growing there before the site 
was purchased from the former proprietors. 
A camellia planting ceremony will be held 

commemorating the ICS Kurume Congress. 
You will also be invited to an outdoor tea 
ceremony being held at the garden.

March 22, Monday – Seminars in the 
morning at Ishibashi Cultural Center. In the 
afternoon, you will return to the Kusano 
District again to visit ‘Michi-no-eki’ 
(meaning a ‘road station’) in a large plant 
market street, a temple with camellias, a 
sake brewery etc. You will also visit some 
camellia nurseries in Kusano Town and 
you will see how extensively they are 
producing camellia saplings. The ICS Board 
of Directors meeting will be held in the 
afternoon.

March 23, Tuesday – Seminars in the 
morning at the Hotel New Plaza. In this 
afternoon you will make an excursion to 
Kumamoto, a one and a half hour drive from 
Kurume to visit Kumamoto Castle. A bonsai 

Old ‘Masayoshi’ (‘Donckelaeri’ ) tree in Mrs. Imamura’s garden
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show of Higo camellias by the Higo Camellia 
Society is to be held commemorating the 
Kurume Congress. You will enjoy seeing 
amazing bonsai masterpieces of Higos.

March 24, Wednesday – Final seminars at 
the Hotel New Plaza in the morning. In the 
afternoon you will be guided to Mt. Nagaiwa 
to see a natural habitat of wild sasanquas 
in the midst of the Mino Mountain Range. 
There are growing about 6,000 plants of 
sasanquas forming a large community in 
the area of about 11 hectares. The wood is 
designated as a natural treasure of Fukuoka 
Prefecture. It is very rare to see such a dense 
concentration of wild sasanquas.

The Congress will end in the evening of 
March 24 with a sayonara party.

PRE-CONGRESS TOUR
(Sunday March 14 – Saturday March 20)

Sunday March 14th. Participants will 
assemble at a hotel near Fukuoka Airport 
in the late afternoon. An inaugural meeting 
will be held before the dinner party.

Next day we will travel to Nagasaki, 
sightseeing on the way, and then go by jetfoil 
to Goto City of the Goto Islands, Nagasaki 
Prefecture. 

The Goto Islands are abundant in the growth 
of wild C. japonica and are famous for the 
No.1 production of camellia oil in Japan. 
It is a famous story that ‘Tama-no-ura’, 
a mutant of wild japonica with beautiful 
white-bordered red petals, was found in 
1947 in the wild by a charcoal burner in 
Tama-no-ura Town of Goto City. 

Routes of Congress Tours
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March 15, Monday You will leave the hotel 
for Nagasaki Port by bus. On the way we 
will drop in to visit an old shrine, Dazaifu 
Temmangu, which is famous for Japanese 
apricot trees, Prunus mume. We will then 
take a jet-foil from Nagasaki Port to Goto 
City. A mini-seminar taking up exclusively 
the matters related to ‘Tama-no-ura’ is to be 
held before the welcoming party.

March 16, Tuesday – In the morning you 
will be guided to the place where ‘Tama-no-
ura’ was found.

The original tree died due to too much 
cutting of scions by enthusiasts several 
years after the discovery and now the clonal 
tree is growing at the spot where the original 
tree was found. You will visit some forests 
of wild camellias on the return to the hotel. 

March 17, Wednesday – On the last day 
in the Goto Islands you will visit Goto City 
Camellia Garden at first. The garden has an 
area of 7.2 hectors with the total number of 
about 4,000 camellias of about 350 cultivars 
expansively planted in the site. Goto City 
is making an application for its recognition 
as an International Camellia Garden of 
Excellence. A commemorative planting of 

camellias by ICS officers will take place 
there. You will also visit some other places 
related to camellias in the afternoon.

In the evening you will leave Goto by  
jet-foil arriving at Nagasaki Port in about 
one hour to stay overnight in Nagasaki.

March 18, Thursday – Sightseeing in 
Nagasaki City for almost all day long. 
Nagasaki Port was the only one opened to 
the West during the national isolation in the 
Edo Period. An artificial small island, called 
Dejima, was the place where the trading 
houses of Dutch East India Company were 
established and Dr. Philip Flanz von Siebold 
once stayed there. You will be guided to 
some sightseeing spots in Nagasaki such as 
Dejima, Siebold Museum, Oura Catholic 
Church, etc.

Then you will move 
to ‘Huis Ten Bosch’ in 
Sasebo City, a theme 
park imitating a Dutch 
town, to stay overnight 
at a hotel there.

March 19, Wednesday 
– Visiting a famous 
porcelain town, Arita, 
nearby. At first, you will 
visit Arita Porcelain 
Park and Kyushu 
Ceramic Museum. 
Then, you will visit 
Gen-emon Gama, one 
of famous, old potteries 

in Arita, where you will be able to watch 
every process of making chinaware.

Then, you will drop into a wholesale town 
of porcelain where you can visit many shops 
selling chinaware at wholesale prices. You 
will move to Karatsu City, where you will be 
guided to Karatsu Castle, before checking in 
a hotel in Karatsu.

Natural camellia forest at Cape Osezaki, Goto
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Taikô-tsubaki’ at Genkai Power Station

March 20, Thursday – Visiting Genkai 
Nuclear Power Station. You will drive 
through a beautiful pine forest, called ‘Niji-
no-Matsubara’ or ‘Rainbow Pinewoods’, 
along the seaside near Karatsu City before 
visiting Genkai Nuclear Power Station of 
Kyushu Electric Power Company. In front 
of a huge greenhouse you will see an old 
wild japonica, called ‘Taikô-tsubaki’, which 
is the symbol of the Genkai Power Station. 
Its estimated age is about 400 years. This 
tree had been growing at the site before the 
development and was moved to the present 
place, just in front of the greenhouse. 

At the Power Station you will be invited 
to the annual camellia festival, and you 
will see a camellia garden and a tea house, 
where you will experience a tea ceremony 
by yourselves.

In the evening you will arrive at a hotel in 
Kurume to meet other members attending 
the Kurume Congress.

POST-CONGRESS TOUR
(Thursday March 25 – Tuesday March 30)

March 25, Thursday – Departing Kurume 
for Kumamoto again you will visit Suizenji 
Park, one of the most famous landscape 
gardens in Japan. The Park was built by 
the feudal lords of Higo Province of three 
generations spending 80 years about 360 
years ago. It utilizes fountains in which 
groundwater from Mt. Aso springs up. The 
garden is designated as a national historic 
site.

The next destination is Mt. Aso, about one 
hour and a half drive from Kumamoto. Mt. 
Aso is a pride of Kumamoto people as well 
as Higo camellias. ‘Ôaso’, a variety of Higos, 
means ‘Great Aso’. Mt. Aso is the world’s 
largest caldera system volcano with the soma 
of about 20km in diameter. You will be able 
to approach very close to the smoking crater. 
You will stay overnight at a hotel nearby.
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March 26, Friday– You will drive through 
volcanic highlands to Beppu Spa, Ôita 
Prefecture, dropping in to Kuju Flower 
Garden in the morning and ‘Yufuin Folkcraft 
Village’ and ‘Oita Agricultural Park’ in the 
afternoon on the way to Beppu.

March 27, Saturday– Visit a huge sasanqua 
tree in Hiji Town, then sightseeing to some 
famous hot springs in Beppu and you will 
visit a camellia garden of Floriculture 
Research Institute.

After lunch you will travel by an express 
train to Kokura Station, Kitakyushu, where 
you will change to a Shinkansen train for a 
ride of about 3 hours to Kyoto Station.

March 28, Sunday – To start with a 
sightseeing tour in Kyoto for two days, at 
first you will visit Nijôjo Castle, the residence 
of Ieyasu Tokugawa, the first shogun of the 
Tokugawa regime.

Then, you will move to Kinkakuji, the 
Golden Temple, which was built by the third 
shogun of the Ashikaga regime, Yoshimitsu 
Ashikaga, in 1397. In the precinct there is 
growing an old ‘Kochô-wabisuke’, said to 
have been planted by the Retired Emperor 
Gomizu-no-o in the middle of the 17th 
century.

After taking lunch you will drop in to Ryô-
anji Temple near Kinkakuji. The Temple 
is famous for its stone garden with some 
small and large rocks scattered in the sea of 
cleanly swept up pebbles.

The next visit is to the camellia garden of the 
Research Institute of Takeda Pharmaceutical 
Company. Among many camellias planted 
in the spacious mountainside a collection of 
Higo camellias is really admirable.

March 29, Monday – In the morning, at 
first, you will visit Ginkakuji, Silver Temple. 

Golden Temple in Kyoto
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There are famous, huge camellia hedges 
rising up in the both sides of the approach 
to the entrance. You can also enjoy walking 
in the spacious garden inside the precincts 
scattered with wild camellias here and there. 
Today’s highlight is no doubt the visit to 
Reikanji Temple, a camellia temple. It is 
famous for the garden where the beloved 
camellias of the Emperor Go-mizu-no-o 
(1596-1680) are still thriving and being 
well cared for. The symbol of this temple 
is ‘Reikanji-jikko’, a 400-year-old, red 
anemone with the circumference of 1.2m 
and the height of 8m. You will see a lot of 
other cultivars in full bloom welcoming 
you.

After taking lunch you will be guided to 
Kiyomizu Temple, one of the most visited 
sightseeing spots in Kyoto, strolling up a 
sloping, narrow lane with many souvenir 
shops in the both sides.

March 30, Tuesday – In the morning you 
will leave Kyoto for Nara, the oldest city in 
Japan. At first in Nara you will be guided to 
Tôdaiji Temple to see a huge bronze statue 
of Buddha housed in the world’s largest 
wooden structure. On the way to the Temple 
you will be welcomed by a herd of wild deer 
living around there. Then you will move 
to Kaizandô Temple nearby to see ‘Nori-
koboshi’, one of the three famous camellias 
in Nara. 

The next stop is Byakugôji Temple, where 
you can see an old ‘Goshiki-chiri-tsubaki’, 
another one of the three famous camellias 
in Nara. The estimated tree age is about 400 
years with the trunk girth of 1.1m, the height 
of 8m and the crown of 14m.

Then you will drop into Nara Gokoku Shrine 
nearby to see a large camellia forest in its 
precincts.

‘Reikanji-jikko’ of Reikanji Temple

‘Nori-koboshi’ of Kaizandô Temple 
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Todaiji Temple in Nara, the largest wooden structure in the world  

After finishing all the visits in Nara, you will be transferred to a hotel near Kansai 
International Airport for your homeward journeys.
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When planning the International Camellia 
Congress in the UK we thought it would be 
rather nice if it could be formally opened 
by the Duke & Duchess of Cornwall so, 
with help from Lady Mary Holborow the  
Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall, we sent an 
invitation, including a copy of the congress 
brochure that featured a photograph of the 
camellia C. x williamsii ‘The Duchess of 
Cornwall’, to Clarence House, their London 
home.

It was no surprise to learn that they had 
full diaries and were unable to accept our 
invitation. It was, however, a surprise to 
receive a letter a week or two later saying 
that HRH The Duchess of Cornwall was so 
sorry that she could not attend, but would 
the UK Committee organising the event like 
to join her for tea at Clarence House ?

Naturally, we said “Yes please”.

On a cold, grey February day Herb & Pat 
Short, John Fildew, Jennifer Trehane, Jill 
Totty and Keith Sprague, armed with a 
large plant of ‘The Duchess of Cornwall’, 
which had unfortunately refused to produce 
blooms in time for the event, a colourful 
bunch of camellias and a copy of Jennifer’s 
new book, “Camellias, the Gardener’s 
Encyclopedia”, were warmly welcomed to 
the Morning Room at Clarence House. We 
enjoyed a very friendly hour with Her Royal 

A Visit to Clarence House
  

Highness and found her very warm, natural, 
and genuinely interested in camellias. (She 
subsequently ordered plants for her sister’s 
birthday).

She hoped that Cornish gardens and 
especially their camellias would benefit 
from any publicity that our congress may 
generate and wished us a successful event.
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I am sure the Cornish gardens will be full of 
wonderful camellias and many other plants 
of interest which combined with the usual 
Cornish hospitality will result in a very 
rewarding Congress for all delegates.

I am now 91 and regretfully my health does 
not allow me to join you, much as I would 
love to be with you. I send to all delegates 
my very best wishes for a very interesting 
and happy stay in Cornwall.

I have been asked to write a few words 
regarding the origin of the International 
Camellia Society. The Society was my idea 
and this is a very brief account of how it 
came into existence.

It was in 1948 that I decided to take an 
interest in camellias and the confusion in 
their cultivar names. I joined the few camellia 
societies in existence at that time and made 
contact by correspondence with anyone I 
thought might have a mutual interest. I also 

began a search for all camellia references in 
books, magazines, nurserymen’s catalogues 
and obtained many as photocopies. My 
contacts became worldwide and it became 
obvious that the problem of multi-names for 
camellias was universal.

In 1950 the Royal Horticultural Society 
organised a Camellia and Magnolia 
Conference and during their visit to Bodnant 
I met several interesting delegates including 
Professor Waterhouse.

I continued accumulating information on 
camellias from every source available 
and began to bring some order to the vast 
number of camellia names. On several 
occasions, I met Ralph Peer, who toured the 
world seeking new camellias for his Park 
Hill home. He was most knowledgeable and 
we exchanged correspondence right up until 
his sad death.

Another very helpful meeting was with Henry 
Dupont. We sat on a bench at Bodnant and 
discussed various subjects, and I mentioned 
about the confusion which existed regarding 
camellia cultivar names. The Longwood 
grant to the Bailey Hortorium gave new life 
that a checklist of camellia cultivars would 
be published. Ralph Philbrook was appointed 
to undertake the work and he began by 
visiting the major camellia areas. When he 
came to Britain, I drove him around for his 
visits to Cornwall, Sussex and Surrey. Ralph 
was very conscientious and proved to be a 
good friend.

He began to produce an alphabetical list 
which gave only the cultivar name and date 
of its earliest description. He circulated this 
to Professor Waterhouse, Albert Fendig 
and myself for checking. We would all add 
our comments and circulate copies of any 

Introduction to the 2008 International Camellia Congress
Charles Puddle, Patron



28
corrections. This went on for many months 
and at the beginning of 1961, I added 
a note: “Why not form an International 
Camellia Society?”. This had been on my 
mind for some years.

The reaction was divided: only Ralph 
supporting me, Albert was undecided and 
Professor Waterhouse strongly opposed.

Nomenclature lists kept coming from 
Ralph and gradually the situation changed. 
It was agreed that I should prepare a letter 
and circulate the proposal of a Society to 
50 of the best known camellia authorities 
in the world and obtain their views.

I received 46 replies; only one definitely 
opposed, but others, especially officials 
of existing camellia societies, offered 
less than total support. There the situation 
remained until almost the end of 1961 
when it was decided to go ahead and form 
the International Camellia Society.

As I had proposed the Society, I was left to 
set it in motion. This involved a great deal 
of work, but the International Camellia 
Society was launched on April 1st 1962 
with Professor Waterhouse as President. 
Membership grew surprisingly quickly and 
by mid-summer it was well established.

I thought that an international society 
should be the International Registration 
Authority for the genus Camellia. There 
was a rare meeting of the Authority in 
August 1962 in Holland. It was agreed 
that the Society should apply and with the 
support of other camellia societies we were 
successful, much to my surprise.

The Society was still short of a Journal. 
It was a rush to obtain contributions, but 
I managed to edit and have the Journal 
dispatched to a growing number of 
members.

Thus ends the beginning of the ICS.

The first International Camellia Journal

Charles Puddle was head gardener of Lord 
Aberconway’s Bodnant Gardens in N. Wales, 
with its fine collections of camellias and 
rhododendrons. He continues to be a great 
supporter of the ICS.
Professor Waterhouse, of Eryldene, Gordon, on the 
outskirts of Sydney, Australia; our first President.
Ralph Peer, Publisher of Country and Western 
music and enthusiastic camellia grower, collector 
and breeder; based at Park Hill in Hollywood, 
California.
Henry Dupont, of Winterthur in the Brandywine 
area of Pennsylvania. Second cousin of Pierre 
DuPont, industrialist and founder of Longwood 
Gardens near Wilmington, Pennsylvania.
Albert Fendig, a lawyer and first Vice President 
of the ICS. Devoted to “improving the system 
of names for garden camellias”. Produced 5 
volumes of the American Camellia Catalogue 
(1949-1952).
Ralph Philbrook, based at the Bailey Hortorium, 
Cornell University. His work in compiling the 
checklist of camellias formed the foundation for 
the Camellia Register which was enlarged and 
completed by Tom Savige in Australia.       Editor.
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Pre-Congress Tour

London to Falmouth via Exbury and Plymouth. 
28th March to 1st April 2008.

Just over 100 of us assembled in London, 
mostly based at the Royal Lancaster Hotel, 
near Hyde Park.

Saturday 29th March saw us all organised 
into groups for the first day of garden visits, 
following a lively welcome dinner the 
previous evening. 

The first group went to Buckingham 
Palace, a second group visited historic 
camellia collections at Chiswick House and 
Claremont Landscape Gardens, and the third 
went to the Isabella Plantation in Richmond 
Park.

Buckingham Palace garden.

We were very privileged to be able to visit 
the Queens private garden, where she is able 

to take breaks and where her famous corgis 
can be exercised between her duties during 
the week. Just thirty people were able to 
visit this garden, mainly due to the time 
needed for the necessary security procedure 
that we all had to go through. To add to the 
“London” atmosphere a red double-decker 
bus was chosen to transport us to the Palace 
and we were deposited outside the Queens 
Gallery. Mark Lane, Garden Supervisor, and 
two of his assistants, Clare and Gary, greeted 
us and, after a photo-session in front of the 
Palace gates our cameras were placed in a 
small buggy, which was also thoughtfully 
provided for the use as transport for the less 
mobile members of the group. Photography 
is not permitted in the gardens on these 
occasions.
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We were all surprised by the number 
of different camellias, both historic and 
modern, in the garden, all, as one would 
expect, in immaculate condition. Some large, 
overgrown ones had been cut right back two 
years before and were growing well from 
the bare branches. Another surprise was the 
number of rare trees and shrubs, about all of 
which Mark was able to give information. 
Many had been given to the Queen or 
her predecessors by visiting dignitaries. 
Apparently the Queen is an enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable plantswoman, taking a keen 
interest in the garden, and very observant. 

In addition to the camellias and other 
shrubs, especially the growing collection 
of magnolias and mulberries, we enjoyed 
seeing the rose garden, the lake, and of 
course the famous lawns where the summer 
garden parties are held.

With the roar of London traffic largely 
subdued by the high walls and heavy planting 
of trees and shrubs around the perimeter we 
could appreciate why the Queen treasures 
the privacy these gardens give to her--- and 

her corgi dogs !  Mark Lane proved a witty 
and knowledgeable escort and gave us a 
relaxed and very informative morning, ably 
assisted by his friendly and helpful staff

After a lunch, in a typical London Brasserie 
near the RHS Halls in Westminster, our 
faithful bus took us across the Thames to 
Lambeth Palace, the London home of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. This small and 
intimate garden is at its best in summer, 
and it had started to rain but we enjoyed our 
visit, especially the huge and historic fig 
tree in the forecourt in front of the ancient 
building.

The Isabella Plantation, Richmond Park
Saturday March 29th 2008

Richmond Park is a surprisingly short drive 
from Central London. Impressive gates, 
as befits a royal possession, guard 2,500 
acres of wide open parkland, studded with 
ancient trees. Many of the oaks, beeches and 
sweet chestnuts were planted in the 1830s, 
although there are a few oaks, now scarcely 
more than hollow shells that are now over 
800 years old.

Fig tree at Lambeth Palace
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It was a damp Saturday morning when the 
group, including Pat Short, alighted from the 
coach, the chilly wind tugging at coats and 
sending stray hats bowling across the grass.  
Head Gardener Jo Scrivener was there to 
meet us and he introduced his colleagues 
who were to accompany us on our walk 
around the Plantation: Gary Scarffe and 
Dick Farr from Isabella and Sharon Evans 
from Pembroke Lodge.

Eighteenth century maps of Isabella refer 
to the area as Isabel slade. Slade is an old 
name for a shallow valley and Isabel means 
dingy yellow, which it is thought to refer to 
the colour of the topsoil in some areas of the 
garden.

Jo told us about the history of the garden, 
how it had been developed from a Victorian 
woodland plantation and laid out in its 
present form, with its interconnecting stream 
and pools, in 1950. The planting is a mixture 
of native species and exotics, notably a 
collection of Kurume azaleas introduced by 
E. H. ‘Chinese’ Wilson in the early 1900’s.

The camellia collection, Jo explained, 
consists mainly of old varieties of japonica, 
together with a few williamsii hybrids and a 
small, but increasing, number of sasanquas.

A brief stop at a woodland comfort station, 
and then we were off. The camellias are 
planted along the grassy rides, making 
small groves in the more open glades.  
As we rambled, with frequent pauses for 
photographs, Jo and his colleagues were 
there to share their knowledge with us.

The camellia collection is a living history.  
There are some of the earliest introductions 
from China including Camellia japonica 
‘Alba Simplex’ (1813)  and. C. j.  ‘Imbricata’ 
(1824). The work of the early English 
nurserymen Chandler and Buckingham 
is represented by the lovely deep red C. j. 
‘Althaeiflora’ (1819) together with C. j. 
‘Derbyana’ (1830) from the Loddiges Nursery.

C. j. ‘Althaeiflora’ (1819)

The pretty Italian belles are there, C. j. 
‘Lavinia Maggi’ (1858)  and C. j. ‘Bella 
Romana’ (1856) . The Japanese varieties C. 
j. ‘Masayoshi’ (introduced into Europe in 
1829 as ‘Donckelaeri’,  C. j. ‘Hikarugenji’ 
(1859), C. j. ‘Konronkoku’ (1925)  and the 
1932 C. j. ‘Hanafuki’  particularly delighted  
the Japanese delegates whilst the early 20th 
century C. j. ‘Fleur dipater’ charmed us all 
with its delicate blooms.

C. j. ‘Hikaru-Genji’ (1859)

Such was the interest in these camellias that 
we spent rather longer in the garden than 
planned so that we disrupted the catering 
schedule at Pembroke Lodge by arriving 
late for lunch. However, both they and we 
coped and afterwards Sharon took a party on 
a short tour of the Dell with its collection of 
woodland shade perennials, before torrential 
rain sent everyone racing to the coach for 
cover.

A memorable day, much enhanced by the 
knowledge and enthusiasm of Jo and his 
staff.  Bee Robson.
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Chiswick House and Claremont 
Landscape Gardens.

The historic collection of camellias at 
Chiswick House was an undoubted draw 
for those interested in these interesting 
camellias. (More under “In the Regions”). 
The highlight of the day, especially for the 
contingent from the Benelux countries, was 
the visit to Claremont where ICS Director 
Marc de Coninck presented two camellias to 
the Claremont collection :- 

Claremont is to Belgians a garden of great 
historical interest.

Historical because it begun in 1708 when 
Sir John VANBRUGH, architect and soldier 
of Belgian and more precisely Flemish 
decent, purchased the site of Chargate Farm 
and built a small house, stables and a walled 
garden.

In 1711, he sold the property to Tomas 
Pelham-Holles, who later becam Earl of 
Clare (hence the name Claremont) and 
Duke of Newcastle. After changing hands 
four more times it was eventually purchased 
by the Commissioners of Woods and Forest 
as a home for the newly married Princess 
Charlotte and her husband, Prince Leopold 
of Saxe-Coburg.

Charlotte and Leopold immediately 
began planning improvements to the 
grounds,including a camellia house that was 
completed in 1824.

In 1959, the camellia house was removed 
because it had been in disrepair for many 
years and was unsafe. The original railings 
with Prince Leopold’s ciphers- back to back 
letter L’s – and crowns, have been restored. 
Nowadays one can find these ciphers also in 
the Laeken glasshouses.

Charlotte died in childbirth in 1817, Prince 
Leopold never overcame his grief.

In 1830, Leopold rejected the throne of 
Greece, but in 1831 he became King 
of newly formed Belgium. He retained 
Claremont until his death in 1865.

The largest camellia at Claremont has been 
called ‘Princess Charlotte’. 

Verschaffelt in its 1851 Nouvelle 
Iconographie, illustrated and described 
‘Princess Charlotte’ as having ‘pure white 
blossoms with, at the heart, a most delicate 
pink’. That fits the Claremont ‘Princess 
Charlotte’.

Leopold of Saxe-Coburg was, from 
childhood, passionate about botany.

When in 1831 he became King of the 
Belgians, he occupied the Laeken Palace, 
once the summer residence of Willem I, 
King of the Netherlands. It once had a 
magnificent orangery stuffed with citrus 
trees and some camellias.

It was Leopold’s son, Leopold II (1865-
1909), as passionate about botany and 
camellias as his father, who built the world 
famous glasshouses at Laeken which can be 
visited each year in Spring. Nowadays more 
than 300 very old camellias, the remainder 
of what once was a collection of over 1.000 
plants, are the silent witnesses of Leopold’s 
camellia mania.

We Belgians are extremely proud that today 
we have the opportunity of planting in these 
famous grounds, which we dare call, ‘Little 
Belgium’, this Camellia japonica ‘Roi des 
Belges’ a plant orriginated in 1864 by Van 
Houtte.

On behalf of our Dutch chapter a perfumed 
Camellia species, C. grijsii,  discovered 
in China during the 19th Century by the 
Dutchman de Grijs, will also join the 
Claremont collection. 

Marc de Coninck. ICS Director, Belgium.
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The Windsor Park Gardens

Sunday March 30th

Our second day in the London area saw 
the whole group combine to visit the two 
gardens in Windsor Great Park, owned and 

in the 1930’s and, with the encouragement 
of various members of the Royal Family, 
had been extended and is now a garden for 
all seasons, with a wonderful display of 
daffodils and a number of mature camellias 
in full flower when we arrived, tastefully 

enhanced by modern landscaping and 
sculptures in the more formal areas near the 
buildings.

Magnolia Leonard Messel

run by the Crown Estates. We were met at 
the new and imposing Savill Building by 
Mark Flanagan, Keeper of the Gardens.

Rose-Marie Brunner-Stockman with Mark 
Flanagan, Ron Macdonald in the background

He told us that the relatively small and 
better known Savill Garden had been 
created by Sir Eric Savill, recognised as 
“the grand master of the woodland garden”, 

C.x williamsii ‘Pink Wave’

Graham Sanderson, head of the Valley 
Gardens escorted us through these larger 
scale woodland gardens which are less 
well known, with steep hillsides and deep 
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valleys, providing many different micro-
climates. Many of the trees and shrubs were 
spectacular, with some of the magnolias, for 
which the Windsor gardens are renowned, 
looking their best. It was a warm sunny 
spring day, just perfect to get the circulation 
going, as the large grass snake basking on a 
path and only just avoided by the first of the 
visitors, was finding, as we returned to our 
coaches ! 

One of the highlights of the day was to be 
shown behind the scenes, to the large and 
immaculate compost yard where all the 
prunings, grass cuttings etc are composted 
in a highly controlled and scientific 
programme, ready to be incorporated into 
newly dug beds or used as mulch.

Exbury Gardens

Monday, 31st March

Leaving London we called in to Exbury 
Gardens, and were met by Leo and Lionel de 
Rothschild and Lionel’s twin Charlotte. The 
current owner, Edmund de Rothschild, who 
may be remembered by many ICS members 
from past visits, was unwell. A whistle-stop 
tour gave us a taste of this famous garden 
and a brief look at the extensive camellia 

collections, both well established and newly 
planted. Those of us who managed to reach 
the shores of the estuary of the Beaulieu 
river, via the lake were impressed by the 
beauty and tranquillity of the gardens in 
spring. Then we were summoned in to lunch 
and a tot of Jill and Peter Totty’s delicious 
Sloe Gin which was especially eagerly 
consumed by some of our Chinese guests 
who were apparently reminded of their own 
well know liqueurs.

Camellia x williamsii ‘Ballet Queen’  
at Exbury gardens

Plymouth

After the long journey from London many 
of the party still had energy to visit the 
Plymouth Gin distillery and to learn about 
and have a taste of this famous spirit, before 
settling into their hotel.

Next morning we were taken to the 
Mayflower Steps where the Pilgrim Fathers 
embarked for their hazardous journey to 
the east coast of America in 1620. ICS 
members had a far less onerous voyage in 
a small tourist boat which took us up the 
river to see Plymouth from the water, and 
the naval dockyards nearby in  Devonport. 
A destroyer came up to have a look at us, or 
so some of us deduced.  We disembarked at 
Cremyll to visit the UK National Collection 
of Camellias and ICS Camellia Garden of 
Excellence at Mount Edgcumbe.

Lee Stenning, who is in charge of the 
collection told us that the site had been 
chosen by David Trehane and other members 
of the ICS back in the 1970’s and camellias 
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from camellia growing countries all over the 
world had been sent to start it off. 

There was time for an only too short “taster” 
visit but many on the tour wished it could 
have been longer. With 1000 well labelled 
species and cultivars planted on the hillsides 
and around the lawns nearer the house there 
was much to appreciate. (See next year’s 
Journal for a more detailed article).

After lunch a visit to the much smaller 
but very interesting National Collection of 
Camellia japonica at the Sir Richard Carew-
Pole’s nearby Antony Woodland Gardens 
provided a contrast.

Scene at Antony Woodland Gardens

The collection is planted along a long 
valley floor with just the right amount of 
shade from mature oaks to give the ideal 

conditions and the camellias were looking 
lush and blooming well.

The pre-Congress tour ended with a coach 
journey through Cornwall, with a very 
informative leaflet provided by ICS member 
Joey Warren which told us about the scenery 
and some of the fascinating history of the 
county.

The camellia glade at Antony Woodland Gardens

We arrived at the Falmouth Beach Hotel, 
which is in a wonderful location, just yards 
from the sea and where the main proceedings 
for the congress were to take place.

Congress Visits  
and Events

Trewithen

Wednesday, 2nd April

The gardens chosen for delegates  to visit 
during the Congress were all special 
and none more so than our first garden, 
Trewithen, a thirty acre woodland garden 
boasting over twenty ‘Champion Trees’ (so 
designated by the official Tree Register for 
being the tallest or the widest of their type).  
Indeed, the name ‘Trewithen’ means ‘house 
of trees’.

We were greeted by the owner Mr Michael 
Galsworthy who gave a warm welcome 
speech and briefly described the history 

FromMount Edgcumbe, looking across  
Plymouth Sound

View of Plymouth from Mount Edgcumbe House

Photographs by Willis Harden
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of the gardens and the important features 
to enjoy.  His  ancestor, Philip Hawkins, 
bought the property in the early eighteenth 
century and created a garden with many fine 
trees and lawns  but what has been described 
as ‘Trewithen’s Golden Age of gardening’ 
began when George Horace Johnstone 
(Michael Galsworthy’s grandfather) 
inherited Trewithen in 1904.  Many trees 
and shrubs were grown from seeds collected 
in the Far East and the garden is renowned 
for its  rhododendrons, magnolias and 
camellias and for its own introductions: 
Ceonothus arboreus‘Trewithen Blue’ and 
the camellia hybrid ‘Glenn’s Orbit’, named 
after the American astronaut, on the day he 
completed his orbit of the earth.

Wheelchairs were on hand for the less mobile 
and several gardeners were there to guide us  
round the garden.  We had met in front of the 
stately home with its large circular lawn but 
when we walked round to the other side of 
the house we had a fantastic vista of a long 
avenue of mixed trees and shrubs, bordering 
a wide lawn, named the South Lawn.  Rising 
above the shrubs, a magnificent Magnolia 
campbelli subsp. mollicomata  displayed its 
huge pink blooms.

As time was limited, for such a large garden 
with so much to admire, we decided to walk 
through one of the glades branching off from 
the main lawn, towards the Camellia Walk, 
as shown on the very useful map, and then 
return along the South Lawn. 

After some deviation, we eventually found 
the camellias which had been grown from 
seed sent by post during the First World 
War.  There were forms of  C. saluenensis 
x reticulata  including  ‘Trewithen Pink’ 
and ’Elizabeth Johnstone’  Further along the 
path we found  C. x williamsii ‘Donation’ 
with a plaque giving the information that 
this plant, bred by Colonel Stephenson-
Clarke, of Borde Hill in Sussex, was given 

to George Johnstone and is the sole survivor 
after the original plant died.

We traced our way back to the South Lawn 
and walked towards the marquee, near the 
house, where a special Cornish cream tea was 
to be served.  As it had started to rain, many 
delegates arrived before the appointed time 
but tea was served - with delicious scones 
and cakes.  Local dignitaries appeared, 
led by the Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall, 
Lady Mary Holborow, who welcomed the 
delegates to Cornwall and chatted to many 
of them, making a pleasant end to our garden 
visit.

Tregothnan 
(The house at the head of the Valley)

Thursday, 3rd April

The home of the Viscounts Falmouth, the 
Boscowen family, this garden is the largest 
historic garden in Cornwall with over one 
hundred acres of land.  

We were welcomed by  the Hon Evelyn 
Boscowen who gave a brief introduction 
and advised us that he would speak at seven 
key stopping points to ensure we would 
see as many camellias as possible.  Several 
members of the garden staff were along the 
route, armed with blank labels and pens, 
in the hope we would name some of the 
venerable, unlisted camellias.

Some of these camellias were planted in the 
1840s and were among the first to be grown 
outdoors in England. Many others were 
planted seventy years ago by Lady Falmouth, 
the present Lord Falmouth’s mother.

We set off to the first stopping point by 
walking along an avenue of newly planted 
Camellia sasanqua varieties  and from here 
we were directed to the Ladies Walk where 
we found  C.japonica ‘Hakurakuten’ and 
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C.x williamsii ‘Sayonara’, also, an area 
with a young collection of C.reticulata  and 
some japonicas from the  Nuccio nurseries 
in California.  At the second stopping 
point we saw the hybrids ‘Donation’ 
and ‘J.C.Williams’, also ‘Hagoromo’ 
and ‘Welbankiana’  Further on, ‘Bella 
di Firenze’, propagated  from one of the 
‘antique’ camellias,  ‘Gloire de Nantes’ 
(possibly planted 1860) and C. reticulata 
‘Captain Rawes’, planted 1920.

We proceeded to stopping point 3 at the 
Summer House Lawns where we admired 
the huge massed rhododendrons, a wonderful 
sight!  On to the fourth stopping point and 
more fine camellias, leading to the Ponds and 
the young plantation of Camellia sinensis, 
producing Tregothnan tea.  From the fifth 
stopping point we saw the wooden walkway 
under construction through the South 
American Garden and after a climb we came 
to the young Camellia Maze, planted with  
the camellia hybrid ‘Donation’.  We passed 
more camellias and came to a Wollemi Pine, 
a recent introduction from Australia.

Another historic feature – a Wardian Case, 
the world’s only surviving travelling 
greenhouse, which was invented by Dr 
Nathaniel Bagshaw Ward (1791 – 1868)  
about 1829.  This enabled the plant hunters’ 
precious plants to survive the long journey 
from the Far East.

More camellias at the sixth stop  and at 
the seventh, the oldest part of the original 
camellia planting round a Cork Oak, Quercus 
suber, probably dates from the 1840s. 

We returned to the House; the more active 
delegates went on to the Kitchen Garden 
Walk to see more camellias but I made my 
way to the Stable Yard to enjoy a refreshing 
cup of tea.

Caerhays or Tregrehan then to The Eden 
Project

Friday 4th April

It was a difficult choice for our delegates 
and most chose to visit the larger garden  
(60 acres) at Caerhays Castle, home of 
the Williams family.  J.C. Williams was 
the originator of the Camellia x williamsii 
hybrids and the group were led on a 
fascinating tour of the garden by M Charles 
Williams, J.C. Williams’ grandson.  My 
daughter and I had visited Caerhays last 
year and so we  decided to go to Tregrehan. 

Caerhays is in a favoured position on the 
south coast between Mevagissey and St 
Mawes and thus able to grow the tender 
plants which were arriving at the beginning of 
the nineteenth  century.  J.C Williams joined 
other estate owners to engage the services of 
the plant hunter George Forrest and in 1923 
Forrest sent seed from Camellia saluenensis 
to Caerhays.  A camellia raised from this 
seed is still growing in the castle courtyard.  
J.C. Williams crossed Camellia japonica 
x C.saluenensis producing a hybrid which 
took its vigour and strong green leaves from 
the japonica and beautiful flowers from the 
saluenensis , also the useful characteristic 
of ‘self-valeting’ – blooms fall and thus 
obviate the need of ‘dead-heading’ faded 
blooms.  The Camellia x williamsii became 
very popular with British growers and many 

6. Gateway at Caerhays Castle
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varieties are to be seen at Caerhays as well 
as many rhododendrons and magnolias bred 
by J.C. Williams.

Tregrehan is a smaller garden but full of 
historical interest.  Members of the Carlyon 
family have lived there since 1565.  The 
present owner, Tom Hudson inherited the 
property from his aunt, Gillian Carlyon, 
who produced many well-known camellia 
hybrids and he continues to expand the 
planting of fine trees and shrubs and is 
gradually adding camellia species from seed 
collected on his various expeditions to the 
Far East.

Our group was taken by coach on a different 
route from previous excursions, and we 
visited a picturesque port, Charlestown, 
which was important for the export of china 
clay during the heyday of this local industry 
in the 18th and 19th centuries, with one of the 
old sailing ships on view.  When we arrived 
at Tregrehan, the first delegates, who arrived 
independently, were on their way round 
the garden, led by Tom Hudson, and we 
followed with the Head Gardener.  

We walked through a formal walled garden 
in the centre of which was a circular pond 
with a charming fountain and waterlilies.  
Growing against the walls were several of 
the award-winning Carlyon camellia hybrids 
including  ‘Tristrem Carlyon’ and ‘Gwavas’ 
and a large C. cuspidata thriving against the 
south facing side of the south wall. 

There was a wonderful atmosphere in the 
woodland garden, the majestic trees of great 
age, underplanted with rhododendrons, 
magnolias and camellias. We noted many 
familiar camellias before returning to the 
garden entrance.  En route, we came to large 
greenhouses, extending 128 feet, which were 
erected in 1844, now filled with interesting 
exotics. 

At the entrance shop/café, we joined the first 

group with Tom Hudson and were served tea 
and delicious cakes home-made by Tom’s 
wife and children.

Leaving Tregrehan, we went to The Eden 
Project, an amazing development conceived 
by Tim Smit whose first project, The Lost 
Gardens of Heligan, is justly world famous, 
and created from  a barren disused clay 
pit near St Austell.  Here are giant biomes 
(conservatories) each with a different climate 
to accommodate plants from the rainforest, 
the Mediterranean region and other areas 
of the world.   After studying some of the 
botanical presentations (you would need days 
to study all) we gathered in the Temperate 
Biome where Tim Smit  welcomed us to 
Eden and gave a fascinating talk on the aims 
and achievements of the Project and its place 
in both research and education concerning 
important environmental issues. Some of us 
ventured into the Tropical Biome which was 
very atmospheric as darkness descended. 
After this we enjoyed a buffet supper before 
returning to our hotel.

7. Scene inside one of the Biomes at the Eden 
Project

Saturday 5th April

After breakfast a surprisingly large number 
of delegates climbed the hill behind our hotel 
to reach the Fox Rosehill Gardens where we 
handed over a collection of twelve camellias, 
each variety bred in different countries 
representing some of the delegates to the 
congress. A very relaxed planting ceremony 
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took place with ICS President Greg Davis, 
Eto Morikuni, mayor of Kurume City and 
Michael Varney, mayor of Falmouth taking 
part. The “Around the World of Camellias” 
collection is a permanent memento of 
the 2008 ICS Congress for the people of 
Falmouth. 

We then piled into our coaches for the 
last visit of the congress, to the Cornwall 
Garden Society’s Spring Show. The final 
drive down to the site was greeted with 
exclamations by many overseas delegates as 
Boconnoc House, set in its quintessentially 
English parkland came into view in the 
valley below. The show itself showcased 
many of Cornwall’s nurseries and Gardens. 
The competitive classes, exhibited in the 
old stables and coach houses, included a 

wonderful array of magnolias and many 
other shrubs, some of which thrive in 
England only in the mild Cornish climate. 
ICS judges, Neville Haydon and Ron 
Macdonald from New Zealand had judged 
the camellia classes the previous evening 
and commented that the champion bloom, 
C. x reticulata ‘Lasca Beauty’, “would have 
won anywhere in the world”.

The 2008 Congress ended with a banquet 
at the Falmouth Hotel, with a unique 
and memorable finale; an impromptu 
performance of Cornish folk songs from the 
mayor of Falmouth, Michael Varney, sung 
in the ancient Cornish language.

Mayda Reynolds & Jennifer Trehane
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The Arrival & History of 
Camellias within the Great 

Gardens of Cornwall
John Price

John Price is a retired Cornish nurseryman 
with a long-standing interest in camellias.  
He has travelled extensively to study and 
collect camellias from around the world

We are very proud of our gardens in this 
county. Our shores are washed by the warm 
Gulf Stream and because of this we have 
a most equable climate that allows these 
gardens to thrive with the wealth of foreign 
plant material contained within them. 

Two hundred years ago Cornish life was 
dominated by “Copper, Fish, and Tin”.  
Fish provided the staple and copper and 
tin mining provided an additional and 
alternative source of income.

The great landowners of Cornwall also 
owned the mineral rights beneath their land 
and  development of the mineral potential 
created fortunes for them that was duly 
followed by the building, re-building or 
acquisition of grand houses and the creation 
of that fashionable symbol of success:  the 
Pleasure Grounds or ornamental garden.

This was also the dawn of the age of The 
Great Plant Hunters, including Robert 
Fortune, Ernest Wilson, George Forrest, 
Frank Kingdom-Ward and others.  Their 
activities and travels were supported by 
wealthy sponsors and also by the great 
nurseries of the day, of which Veitch’s of 
Exeter & Coombe Wood in Devon were 
pre-eminent.

The camellia came to England via the tea, 
silk, and porcelain trade with China. The 
earliest imports of plants had to survive 
a six-month journey as deck cargo on an 
East Indiaman sailing ship around the Cape 
of Good Hope. In most parts of England 
they were cosseted in stove houses (earlier 
parlance for today’s “greenhouse”).

The great Cornish gardens were also 
establishing their reputation as successful 
repositories for many of the newly arrived 
exotics.

TREGOTHNAN

One of these gardens was Tregothnan -
- the seat of the Viscounts Falmouth, the 
Boscawen family.

A major re-building here in the 1820s 
provided a new environment of walls and 
shelter -- potentially favourable areas for the 
experimental outdoor planting of camellias.  
Some time between 1830-1850, camellias 
were planted along the west-northwest 
facing wall of the stable block, one of the 
earliest outdoor plantings of camellias 
in England. They remain to this day -- a 
planting of some 65m in length and trained 
to 7.5m high. The varieties are clearly prior 
to or early-Victorian, and probably pre-date 
most other camellias in the garden itself.

It is an interesting, although speculative, 
observation that the Chiswick House 
conservatory was completed in 1813, only 
around 10 years before the new stable 
block at Tregothnan. Were similar varieties, 
possibly from the same (nursery) sources 
also planted at Tregothnan? 

In the 1850-1860s, the 6th Viscount and his 

Congress Proceedings
Due to the very high quality and interest shown in the papers presented at the Congress, many 
of the papers presented have been shortened in this journal, and some illustrations omitted. For 
a full version of a particular paper please contact either the editor or the speaker concerned.
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brother, the rector of adjoining Lamorran 
church, expanded the garden to its present 
size. More camellias were planted.  One 
planting, adjoining the east end of the house, 
was eminently successful and observed as 
being so by a correspondent to the Journal of 
Horticulture & Cottage Gardens in October 
1877:  “...camellias....12-14ft high near the 
house at the end of the walk...”

These were relocated in 1897 to the 
“Camellia (Nancarrow) Bank” and on 
the south side of “Snowdrop Hill” in the 
extreme southeast area of the gardens. They 
thrive there to this day. The camellias in the 
former group are of massive size whilst the 
latter have been subjected to major pruning 
and re-growth within the last 25 years and 
therefore appear somewhat more modest 
except on close inspection.

Many of the new plants arriving during the 
latter half of the 19th century were coming 
from Southeast Asia; a long and hazardous 
journey for the plants. In the 1830s, Nathaniel 
Ward  invented the “Wardian Case” that 
enclosed the plants in a stable, humid yet 
ventilated environment. This reduced the 
mortality of travelling plants immensely. 
Tregothnan possesses  a well-travelled 
Wardian Case stencilled with its simple 
but adequate address “Lady Falmouth, 
England”. Who knows what stories it could 
tell and what plants in the garden today 
arrived within it?

Two World Wars wrought the havoc of 
neglect in so many great gardens and it was 
not until after this had been rectified that 
planting recommenced. The grandmother 
of the present Lord Falmouth oversaw the 
planting between the wars. Her legacy of 
70-year-old shrubs can be seen throughout 
the garden, along with the more venerable 
camellia “trees” of older plantings.

‘Lady Clare’, ‘Nagasaki’, ‘Mathotiana 
Rosea’, and ‘Mathotiana Alba’ made their 

appearance under the next Lady Falmouth, 
who sadly passed away only last summer. 
‘Lady Clare’ seems to have been a special 
favourite, by the frequency of its appearance 
in the garden. Then from 1956 through 
the 1960s, many new varieties arrived -
- substantial plants today but still mere 
“shrubs” compared with the veterans of the 
19th century.

Forty years ago Lord Falmouth wrote of 
“the great free-standing Camellia reticulata 
‘Captain Rawes’, well over 20ft tall.....
and my choice as the finest camellia in 
the garden”.  Sadly this has gone but 
another, believed by Lord Falmouth to have 
been planted by his mother, remains and 
constitutes the “senior citizen” amongst a 
newly assembling collection of reticulatas 
and similar new collections of sasanquas 
and species.

TREGREHAN

The Carlyon family of Tregrehan can trace 
its ancestry on the site of the family home 
back to 1565.  Their fortune was derived 
from copper mining on the property that 
probably reached its zenith in the early 
1800s.

Thomas Carlyon built the house and 
conducted a small tree nursery in the 1730s. 
A hundred years later, William Carlyon 
began planting the arboretum for which 
the garden is justly famous and which has 
expanded under Tom Hudson, the present 
owner.  Edward Carlyon (starting in 
1841) added to the property and built the 
greenhouses.  During the tenure of William 
and Edward, some camellias were planted 
but their successor “Jovey” Carlyon was the 
explicit record keeper and plants purchased 
by him in the 1890s are still in the garden 
to this day.

The succession continued through ETR 
Carlyon to his daughter Miss Gillian 
Carlyon, who embarked on a breeding/
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hybridizing in the 1960s and built a 
substantial business supplying un-rooted 
cuttings to the trade. The stock beds from this 
venture constitute a majority of the younger 
(30-40-year-old) plants in the garden today.

C. x williamsii ‘E.T.R Carlyon’

Miss Carlyon built on the earlier work of JC 
Williams at Caerhays.  She sought to improve 
on his technique by the careful selection of 
known-to- or likely-to-set-seed varieties, 
and careful use of a greenhouse environment 
with improvements in temperature control, 
day length and insect exclusion. She was 
successful and created a range of crosses 
and hybrids of williamsii character. They are 
named after her forebears mentioned above 
or in commemoration of other Cornish 
associations.  Our Congress emblem 
‘Duchess of Cornwall’ (C.saluenensis x 
C.japonica ‘Adolphe Audusson’) is one of 
them.

C. x williamsii ‘The Duchess of Cornwall’ 

CAERHAYS

Caerhays Castle was a  country estate built 
for the Trevanion family in the early 1800s 
by John Nash, who was engaged in the 
building of the Royal Pavilion in Brighton 
for the Prince Regent (subsequently King 
George IV).  The Trevanions’ ambition 

outran their pockets and they eventually fled 
to the continent just ahead of the bailiffs. 
The property lay empty for many years until 
purchased by Michael Williams in 1853.

The Williamses were a long-established 
family of “tinners” (to use an old Cornish 
dialect word) who, over many years, had 
developed wide and successful interests in 
the mining of copper and tin.  Indeed,  in 
“The Copperhouse”, a substantial property 
standing to this day and adjoining one of 
the Williams’ houses near Redruth, the mine 
owners met regularly in 1800 to fix the 
world price of copper. 

JC Williams succeeded to this inheritance in 
1880 and eventually came to live at Caerhays 
in the late 1890s. He had already found 
himself a niche in the horticultural world 
with his hybridization of daffodils and then 
rhododendrons. He had also watched with 
interest, and obviously a little envy too, how 
the older-established Cornish gardens were 
receiving and succeeding with the bounty of 
new plants arriving from other parts of the 
world.  Heligan, only a few miles away, had 
received rhododendrons from the Hooker 
expedition to the Sikkim Himalayas in 1848 
and Pencarrow had lined their drive with 
an avenue of Monkey Puzzles (araucaria), 
the result of the travels in Chile of another 
Cornishman, William Lobb.

AE Wilson was the collector-of-the-moment 
in the 1890s, working for Veitch’s Nursery.   
JC Williams obtained a major group of new 
rhododendrons from this source. He soon 
graduated from the mere purchase of in-
coming plants to funding his own collector. 
George Forrest worked both directly for JC 
Williams and for wider syndicates up until 
his death in Yunnan in 1932.

Of special interest to Congress was the 
arrival at Caerhays in 1923 of seed from 
C.saluenensis.  This was found by Forrest 
growing on the sides of the Salween  River 
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valley but is now known to be of far wider 
distribution in Yunnan. The plant raised 
by JC Williams is still growing in the rear 
courtyard of the castle along with some of 
his early hybrids that remain un-named and 
were not considered worthy of introduction. 
The choicer williamsii hybrids that have 
become household names in the camellia 
world are dotted around the estate, many 
being the original plants. This group of 
hybrids has proven invaluable in our cooler, 
more northerly climate where temperature 
and light levels are more modest. Their 
ability to self-clean -- to shed their dead 
flowers naturally -- offsets cold and weather 
spoilage and gives us a wealth of colour in 
the early spring.

Today Caerhays remains the home of the 
Williams family. The garden harbours some 
of the “Champion” trees of our island -- 
magnolias and michaelias to name but two.

The camellia collection is second to none and 
provides the stock plants behind the other, 
more recent family enterprise, Burncoose 
Nurseries. 

TREWITHEN

In 1905 when George Johnstone inherited 
the estate, it was truly what its name implied:  
“Trewithen”, the house in the spinney (in 
the woods).  It was a most un-gardening 
situation -- tall, hungry beech trees that 
sapped the vitality and excluded the light 
from the forest floor beneath them.

Whilst retaining a major shelter belt; that 
first imperative for the success of gardens in 
Cornwall against the onslaught of Atlantic 
gales, George Johnstone cleared space for 
the first arrival of new plants: 100 hybrids of 
Rhododendron arboreum. The Great War of 
1914-1918 enforced but desirably continued 
the forest clearance by the government’s 
requisition of timber for trench props on the 
battlefields of Flanders.

This was the cue for the creation of the great 
glade, the lawn, running south from the 
house. The Great Glade is, without doubt, 
the centrepiece of the garden flanked by 
trees raised from seed sent to England by 
the plant hunters of the early 1900s. George 
Forrest’s great Magnolia campbellii var. 
mollicomata is the highlight. 

Leaving the great South Lawn at the far end 
brings the visitor into the historic camellia 
area. Across the haha (the ditch marking 
an old boundary to the garden) on the left 
is a collection of wild camellias. These are 
seedlings planted by George Johnstone’s 
wife, Alison, during his absence in the first 
World War. The seeds arrived in packets from 
Southeast Asia and contain C.saluenensis 
and the wild form of C.reticulata.

On the right hand side is a further collection 
of wild C.reticulata and the garden hybrid C. 
‘Charlotte Galsworthy’ with two of the early 
reticulata imports from Yunnan (‘Lionhead’ 
and ‘Noble Pearl’).   As you turn right to 
explore these, you will find a large plant of 
C.x williamsii ‘Donation’. This is an original 
from Borde Hill in Sussex from about 
1927, long before the variety was officially 
registered and generally distributed.

A little further on, just past the “Triangle”, 
is a garden seedling of ‘Donation’ named 
on the occasion of John Glenn’s first orbit 
of the earth, the day that the bloom won an 
Award of Merit at an RHS. show. Submitted 
merely under a “propagation number”, it was 
required -- there and then -- to have a name. 
It was promptly designated C.x williamsii 
‘Glenn’s Orbit’.

Trewithen has also had a nursery for many 
years propagating stock from the garden. 
This has created a further superb collection 
of camellias of both modern and older 
cultivars as well as rhododendrons and 
azaleas in profusion. Wherever you look, 
this garden abounds in colour.
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On the naming of  

19th Century camellias
by Bee Robson

Bee Robson is an ICS member in Cornwall 
who has been seduced by the challenge of 
naming old camellias -- a fertile field in the 
historic gardens of her county.

Here in Cornwall we have more and bigger 
and older camellias than anywhere else in 
Britain, but many of these wonderful old 
plants are unnamed.

Ornamental camellias, mainly japonicas, 
began to be introduced into Europe from 
China in significant numbers in the very 
late 18th and early 19th Centuries. Their 
introduction was associated with the activities 
of the Honourable East India Company and 
as precious cargoes of Camellia sinensis 
were brought back to England, some of the 
East Indiaman captains found space to bring 
back a few ornamental camellias. These 
exotic plants were first destined for private 
collectors: very soon, however, nurseries 
became involved, quick to realise their 
commercial potential.

During the early decades of the 19th 
century, they were generally regarded as too 
tender, too expensive, to risk exposure to the 
vagaries of an English winter. They were 
for the wealthy, for those who could afford 
great glass houses like those at Chiswick 
House or Chatsworth -- unless you lived in 
Cornwall, because Cornwall has a very mild 
climate.

Botanist Frederick Hamilton Davey, writing 
about Cornwall in the late 19th Century, 
said:

‘...plants which are sacredly cared for under 
glass throughout the midlands and the 
north...live out of doors during the winter as 
if to the manor born.’

Cornwall has a great reservoir of historic 
plants. The temperate climate resulted in 
many new introductions from the 18th and 
19th Centuries being sent to Cornwall to 
establish their ability to flourish in the UK 
and some of these early introductions still 
survive. A horticultural tradition developed, 
helped considerably by the wealth generated 
in the 19th century from the mining industry. 
Land owners had sufficient wealth to indulge 
their passion.

Camellias were the flower of fashion. In the 
1820s, the Prince Regent, later to become 
George IV, Queen Victoria’s uncle, decorated 
his fantasy seaside palace, the Brighton 
Pavilion, with their images. Florists used 
them as cut flowers, as buttonholes and as 
corsages. London was the centre of camellia 
culture, and, in spite of the distance, many 
Cornish families had close connections 
with the capital. Cornwall’s Members 
of Parliament spent many months there; 
wealthy families had town houses and when 
they returned to Cornwall, they brought 
camellias with them. Camellias were the 
perfect plant for Cornwall.

Why are so many of these old plants 
unnamed?

The answer is that camellias live a very 
long time. The oldest camellias in Cornwall 
may be as much as 180 years old. Changing 
fortunes, the rise and decline of the mining 
industry, the rise and decline of the fishing 
industry, the social and economic changes 
that were the result of two world wars, 
have all had an huge effect on the creation, 
survival or destruction of the gardens in 
which these camellias were planted. There 
was, however, an even greater scourge than 
war or social upheaval: fashion.

Camellias had a meteoric rise to popularity. 
In 1831, London nurserymen Chandler 
and Booth stocked 35 different cultivars. 
Forty years later when camellia mania was 
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at its height, there were several thousands 
to choose from, although not all on sale in 
England. This enormous increase in new 
cultivars was in response to demand. The 
Industrial Revolution was now in full swing 
in England and, as the prosperous middle 
classes expanded, so did the market for 
plants. People were prepared to pay a lot of 
money. In 1869, William Bull offered 288 
camellias by name, including a 2meter plant 
of ‘Alba Plena’ costing the enormous sum of 
50 guineas, two years’ wages for the average 
agricultural worker at that time. By 1880 he 
offered only three by name. The fall from 
favour was precipitous.  

By the beginning of the 20th Century, the 
old japonicas were no longer desired plants. 
Expanding job opportunities meant that 
fewer people were willing to endure the 
hard work and low wages of the gardener 
and fewer garden owners had the resources 
to employ them. The result was that garden 
records were not kept up or were lost, labels 
were lost and expert knowledge was lost, but 
the long-lived camellias themselves remain.

So there is the problem. The plants are very 
old. At the time of their greatest popularity 
there were many different cultivars, most 
of which have long since disappeared from 
the nursery catalogues and there are now 

few original garden records left to help to 
identify them.

The next question is, why is this a problem, 
why does it matter?

Cornwall’s single most lucrative industry is 
tourism and historic gardens are of increasing 
importance in this field. Gardening is the 
nation’s favourite hobby and there is an 
increasing interest in plants which have 
an historical provenance, and for this, 
consumers are prepared to pay a premium. 
Many of Cornwall’s old camellias are being 
propagated to produce plants for sale with 
some being offered for sale unnamed or, 
worse, misnamed. Recently I have seen a pink 
informal double being offered as ‘Jupiter’, 
a pale pink peony as ‘Blackburniana’ and 
a single white as ‘Noblissima’, and all by 
reputable nurseries! 

As a volunteer at Heligan in 2001, I was 
asked to propagate and try to identify the 
70 old camellias there.  I do not claim to be 
a camellia expert so I could not attempt to 
identify the camellias from knowledge, so, 
over the next few seasons, I developed my 
own approach :-

Step 1, information about the plant.  This 
includes details of the flowers in all their 
stages and variations, and especially if the 

Archive notes indicate Mathotiana rosea, but it is nearest in style to Souvenir de Bahuaud Litou.
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plant produces sports.  Sports can be really 
useful when making an identification.  The 
growth habit of the tree and details of the 
leaves are also important as are photographs. 
The details and photographs together form 
the basis tool for identification. 

Step 2, information about the site. This is to 
try to establish planting dates. Information 
can come from a number of sources including 
the history of building and its occupants. If 
the site is of historical importance, there may 
be references in books or magazines. In the 
1896 edition of The Gardeners’ Chronicle, 
for example, an article about Heligan notes 
that:

‘A very old plant of Camellia reticulata is 
still a profuse bloomer, and bears hundreds 
of huge flowers annually; this past season it 
was a red blaze.’

Other sources of information include local 
knowledge, photographs and, if you are 
really lucky, planting or purchase records. 
Paintings can prove useful: at Heligan there 
was supposed to have been a camellia called 
‘Mary Thomas’ but its location was uncertain. 
By chance, I came across a watercolour of  
the camellia ‘Mary Thomas’, painted by the 
botanical artist Susan Hillier.  The similarity 
between the painting and Heligan 41 was 

so striking that I was confident I had found 
‘Mary Thomas (Heligan)’.

Best of all are plant labels. At Heligan, one 
camellia alone still has its label, ‘Eugenia 
de Massena’; not the original label, it is 
aluminium rather than lead and the name 
is misspelt, but worth its weight in gold!  
Should there have been any doubt, however, 
this identification would have been 
confirmed by an illustration in Professor 
Waterhouse’s “Camellia Trail”, as was 
another of Heligan’s slightly later plants, 
‘Fleur Dipater’.

Logically these old metal labels should still 
be somewhere in the garden and a few hours 
with a metal detector could be rewarding. 
Unfortunately, not at Heligan; a few labels 
have been found but it is said that the sale of 
the house and gardens in the 1970s caused 
much acrimony between the owners and the 
tenants.  The gardener, loyal to the tenants, 
took a gardener’s revenge: he collected all 
the labels he could find and buried them. 
How I wish I could find that cache!

Step 3 is to compile a list of possibilities, 
having collected the information on the 
plant and established a planting period.  To 
an amateur, the striped flowers are by far the 
most distinctive. I had been told  that they 

Probably ‘Verschaffeltiana’. This is a good match with the illustration in Vserschaffelts book, was 
available in Veitch’s catalogue of 1873 and Bull also offered it.
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were likely to have come from Italy so I 
decided to begin my search with these.

I had a complete set of photographs, a database 
of detailed descriptions, approximate dates, 
a possible country of origin and a distinctive 
set of flowers, so I continued my search at 
the RHS Lindley Library in London. 

I searched through hundreds of photographs, 
illustrations and descriptions, trying to 
find some reference to ‘striped’ flowers, or 
matches for my photographs and eventually 
found plant catalogues from the Verschaffelt 
nursery in Ghent, Belgium :- Nouvelle 
Iconographie des Camellias; 13 volumes 
covering the period from 1848 to1860. And 
there, scattered throughout the many pages 
of illustrations and descriptions were the 
‘striped’ flowers, many of them originating 
from nurserymen in Italy and there were 
some that looked familiar. It is really sad 
to have to report that all 13 volumes have 
been stolen and are no longer available for 
research.

So, the flowers were there but in Belgium.  
How did they get to Cornwall?  The link was 
the English nursery catalogues.  Knight & 
Perry’s Exotic Nursery, James Veitch and 
Sons of Vauxhall, William Rollisson and 
Sons of Tooting, and William Bull of Chelsea 

all sent out printed booklets of the plants 
they had to offer and their lists contained not 
only some that had already been identified 
at Heligan including ‘Lavinia Maggi’ and 
‘Eugenie de Massena’ but also ones that I 
thought that I recognised, such as ‘Auguste 
Delfosse’.

The Veitch catalogue for 1873-4 contained 
this notice:

The following distinct Novelties will be sent 
out in August next by

Mr. A. VERSCHAFFELT,  
NURSERYMAN, GHENT.

We shall be happy to book orders for the 
plants to be supplied at that time,

At the prices at which Mr. Verschaffelt will 
sell them.

Underneath was a list of these ‘distinct 
Novelties’ and amongst them

CAMELLIA  
MADAME A. VERSCHAFFELT.

A beautiful variety of excellent habit. 

Price 21 shillings each

There was the link: Monsieur Verschaffelt 
supplied Mr Veitch with camellias and 
therefore Mr Veitch could well have 
supplied Mr John Tremayne of Heligan. 
There are some old invoices at Heligan for 

This is a good match with ‘Archiduchessa Maria’ (Verschaffelt) . It was available in both Bull and 
Veitch’s catalogues. A similar camellia is seen at Tregothnan where camellias are known to have 

been obtained from William Bull.
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seeds purchased from Veitch; perhaps the 
nursery supplied camellias as well. There 
were very many cultivars on the market but 
Veitch stocked only about an hundred of 
them.  Establishing a likely supplier does 
help to narrow the search. 

The older the site, the more likely it is that 
satisfactory identifications can be made 
because there are fewer cultivars to choose 
from and the early period is covered by three 
publications: the Chandler and Buckingham 
catalogue of 1825, the Chandler and Booth 
catalogue of 1831 and Abbe Berlese’s 
Iconographie du Genre Camellia, 1841. 

These are remarkable books and the 
illustrations are sufficiently accurate to 
be a reliable aid to making identifications:  
‘Althea Flora’, ‘Incarnata’, ‘Fimbriata’, 
‘Leeana Superba’, and ‘Donckelaeri’ (syn. 
‘Masayoshi’).  

A comparison between modern plants and 
19th Century illustrations can result in 
positive identifications. It can also pose 
some problems: Verschaffelt’s illustration 
of ‘Madame de Strekaloff’ is rather different 
from the accepted version in the UK.  To 
add to the confusion, flowers can vary so 
much that it is difficult to decide which is 
the original:  Camellia 6 at Heligan has been 

confidently identified by several sources as 
‘Kimberley’, but it also produces another 
form that resembles a much older variety, 
‘Crassinervis’, a resemblance too strong to 
ignore. This leads to more research.

A list of possibilities, with further research, 
can convert into probabilities.  

I use four criteria to upgrade possibilities 
into probabilities :-

1 The cultivar has to have been available at 
the time of planting and in England.

2 The description has to match both the 
original one and the modern one in the 
International Camellia Register.

3 The photographs should match either 
19th century illustrations or modern 
photographs of old cultivars.

4 There should be some documentary 
evidence, however slight, of the variety 
having been at the site or alternatively, 
the identification confirmed by expert 
opinion.

Even if all the above criteria have been 
fulfilled, the only sure way to convert 
probabilities into confident identifications 
is to match with a living flower of 
unimpeachable provenance.

It is the final comparison with a living 

This is a good match with Verschaffelt’s illustration of ‘Princesse Bacciochi’ which was also 
available in both Veitch and in Bull’s catalogues. It is different from the modern ‘Bacciochi’.
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There is now a pressing issue:  whether 
named or not, Cornwall’s camellias 
are under threat. The fungal diseases 
Phytophthora ramorum and P.kernoviae 
are widespread in the county and likely to 
become endemic.  Four years ago, I helped 
set up a micropropagation programme with 
the Duchy College to propagate threatened 
plants.  Micropropagation is a technique 
which can produce plants free of disease.  It 
is working well with some genera including 
rhododendrons but not, as yet, with 
camellias.  Once infected, these old plants 
can no longer be used for propagation.  I 
see it as a priority to propagate Cornwall’s 
old plants while they are still healthy and to 
establish a collection in a safe environment 
and I believe that there is some urgency to 
do this before it is too late.

Bee Robson would welcome correspondence 
with anyone interested in or working with 
historic camellias and their identification:

beerobson@hotmail.com

flower that is so very important and, for this, 
Cornwall is a very good place to work. Many 
of the old collections were planted at about 
the same time and a reliable identification 
at one site often leads to identifications at 
other sites. For example, Tregothnan has 
‘Welbankiana’, Heligan has ‘Althaeiflora’ 
and ‘Donckelaeri’, Tremough has ‘Incarnata’ 
and ‘Tricolor’,  Trewidden has ‘Barchi’ and 
‘Arciduchessa Augusta’.

Cornwall also has two National Collections, 
Anthony and Mount Edgcumbe, both of 
which are valuable resources at which to test 
probabilities against living flowers.

To conclude: it is possible to arrive at a 
satisfactory identification for many of these 
19th Century camellias. There is exciting 
work being done, in particular in Italy 
where many of these old cultivars have been 
identified and I am much indebted to Signor 
Piero Hillebrand for his help.

Increasingly, the internet is a valuable 
resource both for photographs and for 
information about the locations of particular 
plants.  

Possibly C.j. ‘Sacco Vera’?
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Tea:   

Just Another Camellia?
by John C. Griffiths (MA Cantab, JP, FLS)

John Griffiths is a former journalist and 
broadcaster, whose latest book is “Tea:  
the Drink that Changed the World”. With a 
father who has written definitively about the 
Indian tea industry and who was director of 
several major tea companies, John has had 
tea-talk around him all his life.

1823. Somewhere on the remote border 
between Northeast India and Upper Burma, 
a British army major is given a cup of tea 
by the Kochin tribesmen with whom he has 
been trading illegally. 

But this was tea with a difference. “The 
tribesmen make it in a very different way 
from what the Chinese do. They pluck the 
young and tender leaves and dry them in 
the sun.” So intrigued was Major Robert 
Bruce that he sent some of the leaves of 
what turned out to be Camellia sinensis var. 
assamica [1] on a protracted and arduous 
journey to Dr Nathan Wallich, botanist in 
charge of the Horticultural Society’s gardens 
in Calcutta, who thought they might be of 
C.oleifera [2] so dismissed them as “just 
another camellia.” 

He may be excused for not recognizing 
Bruce’s leaves as tea both on account of 
their state and of the widespread belief that 
green and black tea came from different 
plants rather than as the result of different 
processing. Poor Robert was never given 
the credit for discovering that assamica was 
as indigenous to the Indian sub-continent 
as camellia sinensis sinensis [3] +[4] was 
to China.  You can still see those self-same 
leaves in the herbarium of the Linnean 
Society in London.

Dr Wallich preferred assamica to the 
Chinese stock with which to develop the 

nascent Indian tea industry. To its detriment 
he was ignored for some years. The first 
drinkable tea to be produced in India was 
made in 1836 by Robert Bruce’s brother 
Charles, founding father of the Indian tea 
industry. The first Indian-grown tea was 
drunk in England in 1838 and marked the 
start of a great agricultural export business

The first tea from China slowly made its 
way into Europe during the 16th Century, 
through the Portuguese and then through the 

1: Camellia sinensis var. assamica

2: C.oleifera
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Dutch, but as late as 1585, Italians watching 
a group of Japanese Christian converts brew 
up in Rome were puzzled by their apparently 
pointless drinking of boiling water. 

Some form of tea has probably been drunk 
in China as long ago as 2000 BC, and its 
origins were attributed to the accidental 

falling of tea-leaves into Shen Nong’s pot of 
boiling water, or to a similar accident with 
Buddha’s eyelashes. Lu Yu, in his seminal 
book Cha Ching, The Classic of Tea, wrote 
in the 8th century AD,  “tea is so integral 
to the Chinese spirit that it matters little 
how much is produced or drunk in other 
countries. It will always be China’s drink.”

We don’t know when the first leaf of tea 
from China arrived in Britain. In 1615 an 
Englishman stationed on the Japanese island 
of Hirado wrote to a colleague in Macao 
asking him to send “a jar of the best sort 
of chaw” -- a jar because only thus sealed 
would it have been drinkable after its long 
sea journey. However, the 1641 Treatise on 
Warm Beer -- which claimed to cover all 
the drinks known in England at the time -
- makes no mention of tea, Not until we 
look into the 1657 account books of the 
coffee house proprietor Thomas Garway, 
do we find any definite reference to tea. In 
them he writes of its “former scarceness and 
dearness,” which he no doubt used to justify 
selling a pound of leaf at something like 
£230 in today’s money. 

Garway was keen to promote tea as a 
universal panacea from “consumption to 
colic, lassitude to lipitude, ague to scurvy.” 
The following year tea was advertised as 
“a drink by all physitians approved.” It 
was probably for its supposed prophylactic 
properties that Pepys “sent out for a cup of a 
China drink called tea” in 1660. His cup-full 
would have been so bitter as to satisfy him 
of its medicinal nature for, in those days, a 
tepid concentrate of the tea liquor was stored 
in a cask and hot water added as called for. 
This was so that customs officials could 
assess the quantity for tax, at two shillings 
a gallon; by 1690 a levy on the leaf was 
introduced instead.

The cachet bestowed by the significant role 
played by tea in the dowry of Catherine of 

4: camellia sinensis var cambodiensis

3: camellia sinensis var. sinensis
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Braganza on her marriage to Charles II did 
little at first to increase the few hundred 
pounds a year imported in Pepys’s day. By 
the turn of the century, imports were still 
less than 20,000 lbs, but by the 1720s the 
British were drinking a million pounds a 
year; by 1790, 16 million; and by the end of 
the Napoleonic wars, 36 million -- and these 
were just the official figures.

High taxation and unofficial levies imposed 
by the gentry and even the nobility 
encouraged smuggling.

Reasonably reliable estimates of the amount 
of tea smuggled in the second half of the 
18th Century put it at between half and 
three-quarters of the total consumed. Many 
smugglers felt safe to conduct their business 
quite openly. Some even set up their own 
chains of retail shops and a French smuggler 
employed his own door-to-door salesmen in 
the West Country

However, when, in 1785, William Pitt 
the Younger slashed the duty on tea from 
119% to 12.5%, he put the smugglers out of 
business for a while [5]. 

5: Smugglers

The number of licensed tea dealers doubled 
in the wake of Pitt’s measure and by 1869, 
when licensing was abolished, the number 
who “had their letters up” had grown to 
almost 200,000.  The British were using 
annually some 3 lbs of tea a head. By 1920 
this was 9 lbs and in 1970 had risen to l0 
lbs, the highest consumption of tea in the 
world. This has now fallen to just under 

5lbs. World production is now about 3.5 
million tones of which 45% is exported by 
the main producers with the Republic of 
Ireland, Tibet and countries of the Middle 
East receiving the most.

Tea was adulterated by dishonest tea-dealers 
and retailers who would add to their leaf-
tea all sorts of common hedgerow rubbish 
that cost only pence to gather. Some of the 
hedgerow leaves were relatively harmless 
-- hawthorn and ash were favourites -- [6]  
others, such as ivy, belladonna, and Robin-
run-the-hedge, which had precisely the 
effect its name suggests  -- were not. These 
miscegenated teas were known as smouch, 
probably derived from the Afrikaans-Dutch 
for a pedlar or cheat. 

6: Robin-run-the-hedge 
(Glechoma hederacea -- Ground Ivy)

The aluminium disc on the side of the old 
plywood tea chests  was the plug that filled 
the hole bored by inspectors checking for 
adulteration after the act of 1875 -- not 
abolished until 1969.  John Horniman, on 
the Isle of Wight, had solved the problem 
of adulteration by selling tea of guaranteed 
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purity in quarter pound sealed packets 
with which neither dishonest merchant nor 
devious grocer could tamper. This practice 
soon caught on throughout the tea trade.

I cannot resist mentioning the tea beginnings 
of another tycoon. In 1924, Jack Cohen 
opportunistically bought up a job-lot of 
tea from T.E.Stockwell for 9d a pound; 
repackaged it and sold it at 6d for half a 
pound. I doubt if even in his wildest dreams 
young Cohen foresaw the day when a third 
of Britain’s grocery trade would pass through 
the doors of the firm he named that day from 
his initials and those of the man from whom 
he bought the tea -- TESCO.

TEStockwell – Jack COhen
The rapid spread of tea-drinking in the 
mid-18th Century as tea became cheaper 
prompted numerous attacks on tea from 
those who disliked seeing their privileged 
and expensive tastes being taken up by 
ordinary people.

Among tea’s more extreme critics were two 
medical men:  Doctors Hales and Lettsom. 

Dr Hales immersed the tail of a sucking 
pig in water at 46C and when its skin, not 
surprisingly, peeled off, he inferred that the 
same would happen to the human intestine.  

Dr Lettsom injected into the stomachs of 
frogs and dogs varying concentrations of 
black and green tea and concluded that the 
frogs were paralysed by the green tea but 
not the black. 

When any sick to me apply 
I physics bleeds and sweats ‘em 
If after that they chose to die 
What’s that to me I Lettsom.

Some l8th Century analyses of the pros and 
cons of tea drinking were more balanced. 
The publication in 1753 of the second edition 
of Dr Thomas Short’s Treatise on Tea, 

undertaken “in the proper spirit of enquiry” 
of his age, is the first landmark in the more 
scientific analysis of tea and the effects of 
tea-drinking that developed over the next 
250 years.  Short was reacting both against 
the excesses of critics and of proponents, 
such as Queen Anne’s poet laureate, Nahum 
Tate, who declared that tea “sweetens the 
blood, revives the heart, refreshes the spirits, 
relieves the brain, quickens apprehension, 
strengthens memory, and preserves the just 
temperament of body and mind.”

Short conducted a series of experiments and 
analyses as objective as he could make them 
within the limits of the science of his day. 
Some of his conclusions were remarkably 
prescient. To give one example, he commends 
its value in the relief of migraine because 
“it stimulates and invigorates the vessels 
of the brain and thereby widens its narrow 
and opens its obstructed vessels ... the blood 
being thus thinned tis fitter to pass all the 
Meanders, Windings and Circumvolutions 
of the Brain.” Some 250 years later, 
researchers would establish that by dilating 
the blood vessels, tea does indeed improve 
the flow of blood in the brain, reduction of 
which can cause migraine.

We now know that tea contains some 
400 chemicals, three kinds of which 
are particularly characteristic: essential 
oils, which give it aroma and flavour; 
polyphenols; and, of course, caffeine.

The polyphenols are invaluable anti-
oxidants, countering many of the free-
radicals that damage our health. Research 
both in the UK and in Japan indicates that 
tea-drinkers suffer a lower than average 
incidence of heart disease and of cancer, 
particularly stomach cancer.

Although there is twice as much caffeine in 
a pound of leaf tea as there is in a pound of 
coffee beans, because of the way they are 
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brewed the reverse is true when we drink 
them. More importantly, the polyphenols in 
tea ensure that the caffeine is released into 
the body much more slowly than it is from 
coffee. 

Let me finish by citing just three of the many 
events in which tea has played a catalytic 
role: the development of a European china 
and porcelain industry; the independence 
of America; and -- only slightly tongue in 
cheek -- the victory of Britain and its allies 
in World War II.

Utensils have played an important role in the 
social acceptance of tea and of our attitudes 
to different brews. The mug, for example, 
once considered a vulgar vessel, has now 
been made respectable by the tea-bag, and is 
produced in many an elegant version.

The directors of the East India Company 
soon realised that if there was money to be 
made from tea there must be money to be 
made from supplying the vessels from which 
to drink it, so they stacked Chinese handle-
less cups in what was known as mother and 
child, to provide the top layer of ballast in 
the ships bringing the tea from Canton.

The potters of Meissen, near Dresden in 
Germany, in the opening decade of the l8th 
Century were the first successfully to imitate 
this. In 1749, in England, Thomas Frye 
registered his patent for making English 
porcelain, which Samuel Richardson 
described as being “little inferior to that 
brought from China.” 

[10] The Boston Tea Party of 1763 is too 
well known to need recital, but no text I have 
read nor illustration I have studied indicates 
that the Boston “braves” brought with them 
any kind of hoisting tackle with which to 
raise the tea-chests from the holds of the 
ships berthed at Griffin’s wharf. This they 
would have needed to do in order to prise off 
the chest lids and tip the tea over the side. 

The hatches of the three ships involved were 
extremely narrow and the holds deep. The 
solid teak tea-chests of the time weighed 
450 pounds or more, so to raise them to 
the deck without some kind of hoisting 
tackle would have been very difficult, if not 
impossible. From this I infer that the British 
crews not only made no attempt to stop the 
Bostonians, but actively assisted in getting 
the chests on deck by making the ship’s own 
hoisting tackle available and perhaps even 
operating it. 

10: Contemporary. line drawing of The Boston 
Tea Party.

In the wake of these events most Americans 
stopped drinking tea. Thus tea helped to 
bring about the demise of British rule and 
that in turn brought about the virtual demise 
of tea-drinking in America.

At the outbreak of World War II, Churchill, 
as First Lord of the Admiralty, decreed that 
there should be no restriction on the amount 
of tea supplied to the Royal Navy, and no 
sooner had he become Prime Minister than 
he ordered two things to be dispersed widely 
throughout the country for safe-keeping:  the 
nation’s great works of art; and its supplies 
of tea, which were normally held in London 
warehouses. 

Morale and strength were restored again and 
again by the timely appearance of a cup or 
mug of tea. 
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Producing and marketing 
camellia products from 
the Tregothnan Estate

The Hon. Evelyn Boscawen

The Boscawen family have lived at 
Tregothnan, near Truro since 1335 and, as 
the most recent incumbent I want to ensure 
that it continues as a real working, and also 
as a private estate, which means that much 
of the revenue must come from customers 
who will never visit Tregothnan. We have 
created “Tregothnan” as a brand, which 
enables us to “send” Tregothnan all over the 
world and carried out a number of studies in 
connection with this project.

One of the studies was entitled “Camellias 
for Foliage, Flowers, Fruit and Tea”.

1. Tea. Tea, including green tea is always 
camellia-derived; all other herbal beverages 
should not be called “teas” but rather 
“tisanes”. Tea types are mainly created by 
processing, not by plant varietal differences, 
so it is possible to produce original material 
by finding an innovative approach. This is 
epitomised in the growing of English tea, tea 
grown in England where, to our knowledge, 
tea has never been cultivated on a commercial 
scale. This means entering a mature market, 
one where the UK and Germany have the 
most sophisticated, modern tea market 
in the world. It is generally accepted that 
the present international tea production 
and trading pattern was largely created by 
the British and the UK Tea Council leads 
internationally in its work to promote the 
appreciation and consumption of tea. 

Quality and speciality teas such as the 
less familiar green, oolong, and white 
teas are differentiating from the low cost, 
high volume market. They are increasing 
in popularity, fetching higher prices and 

an increased share, projected to possibly 
up to 15% of the overall UK market. 
Tregothnan is leading the establishment of 
tea production in the UK by producing an 
exclusive connoisseur tea, using its existing 
experience in harvesting camellia foliage 
when planning this enterprise.

Why has tea production not become 
established in the UK before ? One challenge 
to the concept has been climate, yet parts 
of the UK offer a climate for tea to rival 
some of the finest in the world. However, 
our growing season is relatively short so 
multiple cuts may be reduced accordingly. 
During the second world war, in the 1940’s, 
the idea was considered but researchers soon 
found that a five year establishment period 
was required, assuming that sufficient stock 
was available for planting. The idea was 
abandoned.

Here at Tregothnan we have been able to 
draw on some of the core strengths of the 
historic garden and its existing success with 
growing ornamental camellias. Some of the 
oldest camellias in the garden were planted 
in the 19th century at a time when they were 
considered unsuitable for the British climate, 
an argument often put forward today, as a 
reason for not growing tea in the UK.

Our first small tea garden was planted in 
1999 and is thriving. This has encouraged 
us to increase our acreage.

2. Foliage. Camellia foliage offers the 
flower arranger a naturally high gloss, long 
lasting and flexible product. It is unaffected 
by Camellia Flower Blight. Tregothnan has 
supplied London markets with camellia 
foliage since WW2 and is now delivering 
to other leading florists all over the UK. 
London outlets such as hotels and florists 
use 50,000 to 100,000 stems per year.

3. Flowers and Plants. Extension of the 
main visitor/tourist season in the rural 
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economy in Cornwall is an important strategy 
and Camellia is one of the main spring 
colour attractions. In terms of the worth of 
plant sales, it is estimated that camellias 
account for 6% of the UK retail nursery 
stock industry. New flower colour breaks 
are imminent, resulting from conventional 
breeding. Could genetic manipulation offer 
more variations and extend the popularity of 
the genus within the next ten years ? Camellia 
fruit is an additional niche item sought by 
florists. Also camellia oil for culinary and 
other use is a major product from camellia 
seeds in other parts of the world. 

We believe that the wider uses of camellia are 
under-developed in the UK and believe that 
Tregothnan can be developed as the “home” 
of the latest wave of horticultural innovation 
in camellias, with tea as the centrepiece of 
Tregothnan’s range of camellia expertise.

Phytophthora ramorum & 
Phytophthora kernoviae: 

An Overview
Extracted from a paper presented  

by Ann Payne

Ann Payne is a Plant Health Inspector 
in the U.K. government’s Department of 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  Since 
autumn 2004, she has been part of the team 
in Cornwall concentrating on the problem 
of Phytophthora -- a problem that first came 
to the attention of camellia enthusiasts when 
it was mentioned at the ICS Congress in Los 
Angeles in 2001.

Background – America and Europe

During the 1990s there were signs of trees in 
America showing distress, while in Europe 
there were signs of something causing a 
problem on Rhododendron and Viburnum 
plants within the nursery trade. However, 
it was not until after the millennium that 
the cause was given to be Phytophthora 
ramorum.

In America over a million tree deaths 
have occurred as a result of Phytophthora 
ramorum infection. This has resulted in a 
significant change to the wildland landscape 
in areas where both the understorey and 
tree canopy have become infected. Areas 
have been closed to the public due to the 
bleeding canker exhibited visually girdling 
the tree, causing the tree to die and the trunk 
breaking

In Europe Phytophthora ramorum has been 
identified in a number of countries, mainly 
in the nursery or garden centre situation. 
It has, however, been found in gardens 
and woodlands in the United Kingdom, 
Netherlands, Germany, and  Norway.  

The United Kingdom
Following the discovery of symptoms seen 

Plucking tea at Tregothnan
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on plants in the horticulture trade in Europe 
and, the naming of the pathogen responsible 
as Phytophthora ramorum, surveys were 
carried out in the United Kingdom in 2003.  
This resulted in positive findings both here 
in Cornwall and other locations. 

Another Phytophthora species was 
discovered in late 2003 in Cornwall: 
Phytophthora kernoviae. The only other 
country outside of the United Kingdom 
to have had findings for Phytophthora 
kernoviae has been New Zealand. Although 
the visual symptoms for both diseases are 
very similar, this is a distinct species and is 
not an immediate relative of Phytophthora 
ramorum.  It is thought of as being more like 
a distant cousin. 

However, scientists view Phytophthora 
kernoviae as a more aggressive pathogen. 
Both diseases are primary pathogens and 
therefore do not require the plant or tree to 
be wounded or damaged in any way for it to 
become infected.

Recent surveys indicate that both diseases 
are now identified in Scotland and Wales 
as well as areas in England other than 
Cornwall. 

Phytophthora ramorum is covered by 
specific European legislation introduced 
in 2002 and nationally by specific orders. 
Phytopthora kernoviae is currently just 
covered by national authority in the United 
Kingdom. Plant Health authorities are 
required to conduct official surveys for both 
pathogens, carry out import controls with 
inspections at points of entry, and internal 
movement controls. Plant Passports, which 
require a freedom from infection at the time 
of transport, and an inspection during the 
previous growing season, are used. There 
are also targets for visits to other nurseries/ 
garden centres and gardens open to the 
public. 

If an inspector suspects the presence of 
either pathogen, as a precautionary action 
whilst awaiting laboratory confirmation 
those plants sampled and others from the 
same batch along with any susceptible 
species within ten metres are held. The 
use of fungicides is prohibited and further 
inspection of plants at the site is carried out. 
If a positive result is confirmed all plants 
sampled and any other susceptible species 
within two metres are destroyed along with 
any growing media. The remaining plants 
will continue to be held for three months.  
During this period there will be an increased 
level of inspection and a tracing back and 
forwards of the movement of any associated 
plants.

In a garden or woodland situation, the site 
will follow an eradication and containment 
programme. This may include the destruction 
of plants in a given area and restrictions on 
the movement of plants and plant parts.
Gardens with plant sales areas are also 
subject to additional measures, which include 
a programme of visual inspections, random 
testing of plants, monitoring of plants along 
the boundary, and water testing. 

Staff and contractors are required to clean 
and disinfect footwear, tools, and vehicles. 
Signs are used to increase public awareness 
of the risk, to keep dogs on leads and to 
encourage visitors to stay on maintained 
pathways where they are less likely to pick-
up debris on their footwear.

Phytopthora ramorum appears to be more 
easily controlled in nursery situations than in 
gardens.  P. kernoviae is not yet widespread 
in the nursery trade although there have been 
more findings of this species in the wider 
environment. Removal of Phytopthora 
kernoviae infested Rhododendron ponticum 
appears to have reduced the levels of 
infection.
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1. Removal of infected plants in a garden 
situation.

Garden trees and shrubs where symptoms 
of either Phytopthora ramorum or P. 
kernoviae have been identified include:- 
Rhododendron, Magnolia, Kalmia, Cornus, 
Drimys.  P. kernoviae has been found in 
some Vaccinium myrtillus (bilberry), a 
native species found in some woodland and 
heathland situations.

Infected hosts may exhibit a range of 
symptoms including necrotic leaf spots and 
lesions, followed by leaf and bud death, 
causing defoliation, flower bud damage, 
and stem infections, including “bleeding” 
cankers.

Phytopthora ramorum infection on camellia 
species manifests itself as both small and 
large necrotic lesions which may be at both 
the leaf tip and edge, with the active leaf 
margin being either diffuse or with a distinct 

black line. Leaves and buds may drop even 
when there are no signs of a lesion.

Infection is more likely to be seen where 
plants are crowded and/or near running 
water or pathways.

Concern has been expressed by garden 
owners and others at the removal of 
historically rare and important plants due to 
infection. There is a natural conflict between 
the duty to garden visitors and the spread of 
these diseases to other gardens.

2. Example of leaf necrosis and defoliation on a 
Camellia infected with Phytophthora ramorum. 

Picture courtesy of S. Tjosvold

Impacts
Impact on the natural environment from 
loss of trees and other plants such as wild 
Vaccinium.

Impact on Heritage Gardens due to loss 
of rare and historic plant material. This 
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highlights the importance of the micro-
propagation scheme currently being carried 
out at the Duchy College in Cornwall, 
which is successfully propagating many of 
Cornwall’s famous rhododendrons.

Impact on the Horticulture Industry in the 
UK. If restriction of plant movement is 
increased there is potential loss of income 
due to the destruction of infected plants and 
the number of neighbouring plants being 
held. 
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Carmen Salinero is director of the ICS region 
for Spain.  She works at the Phytopathology 
Station in Pontevedra, Galicia, and 
specializes in cultivation of camellias in the 
region, with a keen eye on pests and diseases 
that attack camellias there.

The camellia is thought to have been 
introduced to Galicia (Northwest Spain) in 
the 16th Century, brought by Spanish and 
Portuguese merchants. First, these plants 
were only grown in manor houses and 
castles belonging to the Spanish nobility, 
since at that time this plant was unaffordable 
for most people. However, mainly during 
the 20th Century their culture spread, and 
now they can be seen in almost every public 
and private garden in our region. 

They adapted to our environmental 
conditions, and even some of the specimens 
belonging to the 18th and 19th Centuries 
can still be seen growing and thriving in the 
gardens of these manor houses, even though 
neglected for years. Although camellias 
are well adapted and do not need special 
attention, they are also subject to pests and 
diseases. 

The number of pests and diseases found on 
camellia has gradually increased in recent 
years. This could be mainly due to the 
generalisation of international trade, and 
the subsequent increase in the exchange 
of plant material, which brought out the 
dissemination of pathogens. In addition, 
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the environmental conditions in which they 
grow may also influence the occurrence of 
these pests and diseases. 

In addition, camellia production has 
increased. At present, the nursery sector in 
Galicia is one of the most important in the 
Iberian Peninsula, according to ASPROGA 
(Association of Ornamental Plant Growers 
in Galicia):  more than 20 nurseries are 
exporting plants into Europe (Pérez et 
al 2004) and overseas.  In fact, camellia 
production is estimated at 3 million camellia 
plants a year. Thus, due to the increasing 
importance of this shrub in our region, 
studies on the effects of pests and diseases 
on camellia were initiated (Mansilla et al 
1991, Mansilla et al 2002). 

In the present work, a summary of the main 
pests and diseases occurring in Galicia 
are described, putting special emphasis on 
the date of detection, their evolution, their 
current incidence and in some cases the 
suggested measures to control them.

In our region, the first survey on the biotic 
and abiotic pathogens affecting camellia 
was performed 20 years ago (Fernández, & 
Mansilla 1986). The results of this survey 
were compiled in the first work carried out 
in Spain on pests and diseases detected on 
camellia. Thus, this work constituted the 
point of reference for future work. 

DISEASES

Among the diseases damaging the above 
ground part of the plant, reported in this first 
work (Fernández & Mansilla 1986), the grey 
mould Botrytis cinerea Pers is mentioned. 
This fungus had been already found in other 
cultures in our region, affecting camellia, 
colonizing dry petals and sepals. Inside the 
flower the fungus is borne on grey, branching 
tree-like conidiophores.  Finally the flower 
dried up completely.  Moisture excess 
favours the dissemination of the disease, so 

whenever possible, avoid humid conditions 
in the plant. Another pathogen found in 1986 
affecting leaves was the fungus Pestalotia 
güepinii Desm. At present this pathogen is 
widely disseminated in our region and is 
mainly found in nurseries and propagation 
areas (Mansilla et al 2001b). It is abundant 
on camellia, and affects leaves, flower buds, 
and shoots, on adult plant, seedlings, and 
cuttings. Damage might be important if it is 
not detected during the propagation stage. 

The disease develops better on weakened 
or stressed plants. Leaf apex and margins 
initially show large brownish spots, which 
subsequently turn into silver with minute 
dark dots. On twigs, flower buds and 
peduncles, silver long spots with small dots 
are seen. Defoliation and a general plant 
weakening are produced. 

At that time (1986), flower blight Sclerotinia 
camelliae (synonym Ciborinia camelliae) 
was mentioned, as not being identified 
in Galicia but stating that it was already 
disseminated in other countries (USA, 
Japan) causing important damage. This 
pathogen, which is specific to camellias, was 
first reported in Galicia in 1999 (Mansilla et 
al 1999), and at present is one of the most 
severe diseases affecting this genus. 

Camellia flower blight Ciborinia camelliae 
Kohn is regarded as a quarantine disease and 
currently included in the EPPO A2 list, and 
at present in our region is affecting around 
90% of the surveyed gardens. Preventive 
measures have proved to be the best methods 
to control the disease so far, because none of 
the fungicides used until now have proved 
to be totally effective. 

Another fungus affecting mainly leaves, the 
sooty mould Meliola camelliae (Cattaneo) 
Sacc., was also reported in this first survey, 
associated with scale insects and aphids. In 
our region, it is frequently found developing 



61
on the honeydew secreted by these insects,  
covering leaves and plant shoots, which 
show a dusty appearance. It grows on leaves 
and twigs, impeding plant respiration and 
photosynthesis. In order to control the 
fungus, aphids and scale insects must be 
removed with insecticides. 

Sudden Oak Death Phytophthora ramorum 
Werres, De Koch I Man in’t Veld sp. Nov was 
first detected on camellia in 2003 (Pintos et 
al 2003) and it is currently included in the 
EPPO Alert List. Of this genus, P.ramorum 
principally causes leaf blight. Leaf lesions are 
dark brown with a diffuse, and often yellow, 
margin, sometimes forming concentric 
rings, which can converge, developing an 
extensive necrosis which covers most of 
the leaf surface. Infected leaves usually fall 
prematurely. It has also been found to infect 
petioles, flower buds and can cause a limited 
dieback of shoots and stems. 

Colletotrichum gloeosporioides Penz is 
another fungus occurring on camellia in 
our region, which only affects certain 
camellia species or varieties.  According 
to our observations, Camellia japonica 
varieties were found to be less susceptible 
to the disease than C.sasanqua. This fungus 
is restricted to terminal twigs, buds, and 
leaves. When both temperature and relative 
humidity are optimum, fungus development 
and dispersal takes place. Symptoms are 
plant decay, and necrosis on terminal twigs, 
which dry up completely. Leaves present a 
light brown coloration, which subsequently 
turns darker, and end up by drying up 
completely. 

Of the fungi restricted to branches and 
twigs, Schizophyllum commune Fr. was also 
found on camellia 20 years ago.  However, 
at present, the incidence on camellia is not 
important. It penetrates through pruning 
wounds, crevices, or cracks in branches 
causing rot. Camellia Leaf Gall Exobasidium 

camelliae Shirai is also present.  Damages 
produced are enlarged, thickened and fleshy 
shoots and appear abnormal. Another 
fungus, Phomopsis camelliae- japonicae 
Petrak was found on dry camellia branches, 
but as with S.commune and E.camelliae 
the damage it produced was not important.  
Fomitiporia mediterranea M. Fischer 
was also frequently found in our gardens, 
damaging camellia wood of adult plants and 
through pruning injuries.

Regarding diseases causing damage on 
roots, Phytophthora cinnamomi and 
Armillaria mellea --  although they were not 
detected in this first survey -- are mentioned 
in this first work as being potential diseases 
on camellia. At present, both diseases are 
widely disseminated. Root rot Phytophthora 
cinnamomi Rands causes damage mainly 
on camellia growing in black plastic 
containers. In fact, in our region, around 
70% of rot occurring in camellia plants 
growing in black containers is associated 

Colletotrichum gloeosporioides Penz
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to Phytophthora cinnamomi. Symptoms are 
more important in summer. Early symptoms 
include leaf wilting and darkening of small 
roots. Sometimes large roots and collar are 
affected, and if the attack persists plants die. 
At present, there is no method for controlling 
P.cinnamomi, only preventive measures are 
effective. 

Regarding white root rot Armillaria mellea 
(Vahl) Kummer, it is widely disseminated 
in Galicia.  However, in camellia, damages 
reported were not important. Symptoms 
caused by this fungus are reflected in a slow 
plant growth, yellow leaves, leaf dwarfing, 
shortened internodes and also a reduction in 
shoot growth. White mycelia forming fan-
like structures extending from the roots to 
the root collar are produced. Fruiting bodies 
may be found growing in clusters around 
the bases of infected trees or on stumps in 
autumn. 

Another pathogen affecting camellia roots 
was detected (Mansilla et al 2002):  white 
root rot Rosellinia necatrix Prill. This fungal 
pathogen was first isolated in specimens 
of Camellia japonica growing in public 
gardens in 2002. It is a highly destructive 
disease, since it can kill young plants in less 
than a month. Beneath the bark, white fans 
are observed and also external grayish/white 
mycelial sheets. Collar and root-rot with 
woolly mycelia is produced. Yellowing is 
observed on leaves, and when the attack is 
severe, leaf wilting and death. 

Virus are also present on camellia, forming 
variegations. Leaves present white-yellowish 
areas while coloured flowers show white 
areas. Apart from these symptoms, flowers 
do not show any damage. In fact, sometimes 
this variegation on the flower is highly 
appreciated by growers.

PESTS

Although the presence of mites affecting 
the camellia flower was reported in the first 

work, causing flower bud drop, the identity 
of mites damaging camellia flower was not 
determined until 1991, when eriophyiid 
Cosetacus camelliae Keifer was found after 
an extensive survey in parks and gardens in 
Galicia. Symptoms observed were similar 
to those reported in 1981: damaged flowers 
and flower buds showing browning, and 
premature drop. At present, the eryophiid 
specific to camellia is the mite producing 
the most important damages on this genus 
and according to previous surveys is also the 
most abundant mite on camellias (Pérez  et 
al, 2003). 

Tetranychid mites -- yellow mite Tetranychus 
urticae Koch and red mite Panonychus ulmi 
Koch, with a wide range of hosts (Mansilla 
2003) -- were also found in this first survey 
affecting camellia leaves in our region, 
without causing any important damage 
(Fernández & Mansilla 1986). Both species 
develop on the leaf underside, where they 
feed on the epidermal cell contents, sucking 
their chloroplasts. As a consequence, 
leaves lose most of their green colour. A 
fine silk webbing is produced by these 
mites, which can be seen on the plants, and 
may contribute to leaf dry up or fall off. 
Nowadays, tetranychid mite populations 
found on camellia are significantly lower 
than Cosetacus camelliae Keifer, and 
damage observed in our region on camellia 
was not important (Pérez et al 2003). 

Two more eriophyiids were reported in our 
region. Purple mite Calacarus carinatus 
Green was first detected on camellia in 
1991 (Mansilla 1991b). This mite, which 
is not specific to camellia, since it was also 
detected on Viburnum and Spatyphyllum, 
is mainly found on the leaf underside 
producing bronzed leaves, very often with 
deformed margins. In addition, C.carinatus 
produces an exuviae that creates a dusty 
appearance on the leaves. When the attack 
is severe they cause defoliation. 
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In 2002, another eryophiid was reported 
affecting this genus, Acaphylla steinwedeni 
Keifer (Mansilla et al 2003). Although 
at present it is widely distributed, so far 
damages are not important on camellia. 
Symptoms are similar to those caused 
by C.carinatus, but it does not secrete 
exuviate  This mite is mainly found on the 
leaf underside producing bronzed leaves. 
However, symptoms observed on camellia 
so far are less important than those produced 
by Calacarus carinatus. 

The last mite reported on camellia in 
Northwest Spain (Pérez & Mansilla, 2007) 
was the broad mite Polyphagotarsonemus 
latus Banks, one of the most important pests 
on tea worldwide.  It was found in a nursery 
and after a survey, it was also detected in 
Galician gardens. This mite had already 
occurred in horticultural crops, and could 
have been disseminated from these cultures 
to the camellia.

In Galicia camellia plants affected by this 
mite show stunted young growth, curling 
of tender young leaves with bronzing on the 
underside., 

Mites prefer the moist, shady undersides of 
leaves and feeding on the more tender tissues 
as they have poorly developed mouth parts 
unsuited to cutting tougher material. They 
transmit toxins into the plant thus altering 
the normal tissues, making them more 
succulent and easier to ingest.

Recent studies show that the life cycle of 
this mite is short, only lasting between 5 
& 7 days.This makes it easy to control in 
nurseries where affected plants have been 
isolated and acaricides applied to control 
the mites. In gardens, although the mite 
has been found no control measures have 
at present been used. However, so far, the 
degree of damage this mite would cause in 
the future is still unknown.

Among the insects occurring in our region, 
curculionid black vine weevil Otiorrhynchus 
sulcatus Fabricius was already disseminated 
in our region (Fernández & Mansilla, 1986) 
20 years ago. This insect is very polyphagous 
and attacks a wide range of plants, and 
the damages caused were more important 
indoors than outdoors (Mansilla et al 2003). 
Adults first attack young and tender leaves, 
which present notch-shaped injuries along 
the margins, and in a later stage, old leaves 
are also attacked. Larvae attack roots, and if 
the attack is important the plant may die. 

Another curculionid Cneorhinus dispar 
Graells was also found in our region 
causing important damage on camellia, fruit 
trees, ornamentals and vine. Adults feed on 
the apex of shoots and on the margins of 
young leaves, which appear notched and are 
more evident when the shoot completes its 

Calacarus carinatus Green
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development. Larvae produce damage on 
small roots and root main axes, where they 
create superficial galleries to feed. Regarding 
the control of this insect, the use of beneficial 
organisms such as entomopathogenic 
nematodes is being tested at our laboratories 
with promising results. 

Pleurodirus carinula Olivier is another 
curculionid that was detected on camellia 
plants growing in Northwest Spain in 2007. 
Its biology and habits are still unknown, but 
as an adult it feeds on young leaves, buds 
and shoots. 

Another coleoptera, the wood borer 
Xyleborinus saxeseni (Ratzeburg) was also 
occasionally reported on adult camellias 
growing in our region, boring deep though 
minute galleries into adult camellia trees.

Although at present there are several scale 
insects detected on camellia, 20 years ago the 
presence was reported of camellia cushion 
scale Chloropulvinaria floccifera Westwood, 
as well as woolly insect scales Pseudococcus 
spp, affecting camellia. C.floccifera is very 
polyphagous. Its populations can be found 
on the leaf, mainly on the abaxial side along 
the nerves, also on branches and stems. It 
produces leaf decolouration by sucking 
plant sapwood, and excretes honeydew, 
allowing sooty moulds to develop, limiting 
plant photosynthesis, thus reducing plant 
development. According to our surveys, 
this was the species of scale insect more 
abundant on camellia, and producing the 
most important damage. 

Other scale insects reported in our region 
are the greedy scale Hemiberlesia rapax 
Comstock Sign., the brown soft scale Coccus 
hesperidium L, and the citrus mealybug 
Planococcus citri Risso, (belonging to 
Pseudoccocidae); as C. floccifera, they 
also suck cell content on leaves and excrete 
honeydew in which sooty moulds develop, 

but their incidence is less important. 

In 2007 another scale insect, Parlatoria 
camelliae Comstock, was detected on 
camellia in a private garden, affecting 
camellia leaves. However, so far, the 
incidence and the actual dissemination of the 
pest is unknown. As do other scale insects 
found on camellia, it damages camellia 
leaves.

Thrip damage was also reported on camellia 
in our region (Fernández & Mansilla 
1986) affecting flower buds and leaves.  
However in this work the species was not 
determined. At present, the thrip more 
widely disseminated and presenting the 
highest incidence is the greenhouse thrip 
Heliothrips haemorrhoidalis Bouché, which 
is very polyphagous.  On camellias, this 
thrip remains on shaded areas of the plant, 
mostly on developing leaves and flowers. 
The insect affects the leaf underside and 
the flower petals with its mouth stylets. As 
a consequence, the leaf and petal upper side 
present dark and silver colours and the air 
penetrating under the leaf epidermis may 
deform the apex. Both leaves and flowers 
deform and drop. 

The black citrus aphid Toxoptera aurantii B. 
d. F. has been present on camellia for years 
(Fernández & Mansilla 1986) and is the aphid 
species most abundant on camellia. These 
aphids suck cell contents of young leaves 
and new shoots, and secrete honeydew, in 
which sooty moulds may develop, causing 
leaf curling and shoot deformation. When 
the attack is severe, the plant loses its vigour. 
Another aphid with a lower incidence on the 
camellias growing in our region is the melon 
or cotton aphid Aphis gossypii Glover, 
which causes similar damage. In addition, 
this species was reported to act as a vector 
of the Citrus Tristeza Virus. 

It was not until 2003 that the first survey 
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to determine phytopathogenic nematode 
populations occurring on camellia in 
our region took place (Abelleira et al 
2004). Results showed that 80% of the 
nematodes found in the soil were plant 
parasitic nematodes; the most abundant 
of them belong to the Xiphinema and 
Paratrichodorus genera, and may act as 
virus vectors. Although these nematodes 
cause direct damage in the root system, 
which leads to loss of growth and vigour, 
and leaf yellowing and fall, they were not 
observed on camellia yet. 

Although the plant pathogenic agents 
found on camellia are many, in general, the 
camellias in our region -- both growing in 
nurseries and in gardens -- present good 
sanitary conditions, since the knowledge 
of these pathogens allow us to carry out the 
adequate measures to control them in every 
case.

Acknowledgements

We thank María González García for her 
skilful technical assistance.

References:

Abelleira, A.; Mansilla, P.; Picoaga, A., 
Salinero, M.C. 2004. Phytopathogenic 
nematodes associated with Camellia  genus 
in Galicia (NW Spain). 2004 American 
Camellia Yearbook 71-75 pp. 

Fernández F J, Mansilla, J. P. 1986 Patología 
de la camellia en Galicia. Ed. Excma. 
Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra. 23 
pp.

Mansilla, J. P.; Salinero, C.; Fernández, J. 
L. 1991. Phytosanitary problems detected on 
Camellia in Galicia. The Camellia Journal. 
February 1991. 4-6 pp.

Mansilla J. P. 1991.Caída del botón floral 
de la Camelia provocado por Cosetacus 
camelliae (Keifer) (Acari: Eriophyidae). 

Boletín de Sanidad Vegetal Plagas; 17: 125-
132.

Mansilla J. P. 1991 Detección del “ácaro 
púrpura” (Calacarus carinatus Green) en 
Camellia japonica L.. Boletín de Sanidad 
Vegetal Plagas (17): 283-286. 1991.

Mansilla J. P.,Salinero C.; Pintos C., 1999. 
Ciborinia camelliae Kohn, hongo causante 
del marchitamiento de la flor de la camelia. 
Xunta de Galicia, Consellería de Agricultura, 
Gandería e Política Agroalimentaria, 16 pp.

Mansilla J. P.; Aguín O.; Vela P.; Salinero M. 
C. 2001. Fungal diseases affecting camellia 
in Galicia (NW Spain). 2001 American 
Camellia Yearbook. 18-21 pp.

Mansilla, J. P.; Salinero, C.; Pérez, R.; 
Pintos, C. 2002a. Plagas, enfermedades 
y fisiopatías de la camelia. Ed. Xunta de 
Galicia, 107 pp.

Mansilla Vázquez, J.P. ; Pérez Otero, 
R.; López Villarreal, M.; 2002b. Ácaros 
eriofidos sobre camelia en Galicia. Revista 
Phytoma España nº 138: 25-26.

Pérez, R. ; Mansilla J.P.; Salinero, C.; 
Sáinz, M. J. 2003. Occurrence of mites in 
Camellia  trees grown in parks and gardens 
in northwestern Spain. American Camellia 
Yearbook 2003: p. 45- 50 

Pérez R., Mansilla J. P., Salinero M.C. 
2004.Efficiency of pesticides on the control 
of cosetacus camelliae keifer in Galicia. 
American Camellia Yearbook 2004. 57-61 
pp.

Pérez, R., Mansilla J. P. 2007. Poly-
phagotarsonemus latus. La Camelia, nº 11. 
Sociedad Española de la Camelia. pp. 33-
36.

Pintos, C.; Mansilla J. P.; Aguín O., 2003. 
First report of Phytophthora ramorum on 
Camellia japonica in Spain. Plant Disease 
87, nº 11. pag 1396.



66
Tama-no-ura Camellia: the 
current situation, history, 
and future possibilities

by Chuji Hiruki

Chuji Hiruki is a Vice-President of the 
ICS who lives both in Canada, where he 
is University Professor Emeritus at the 
University of Alberta, and in Japan.

Introduction

According to the International Camellia 
Register, published in 1993 by the 
International Camellia Society, ‘Tama-no-
ura’, renowned Japanese camellia, was 
named after the place of its discovery. 

The flower is medium-sized, campanulate 
single, six petals, red edged clear white, the 
edging tending to disappear on late blooms 
and on young plants. It is characterized 
with cylindrical stamen cluster, and white 
filaments. It blooms early to mid-season. 
Leaves are dark green, long-lanceolate, apex 
tapering acuminate, gently wavy, margins 
serrate, venation somewhat raised. It was 
discovered in the wild by a charcoal worker 
in 1947 in Tama-no-ura, Fukue island, the 
Goto archipelago, Nagasaki Prefecture, 
Japan. A propagation stock was selected 
by Mr. Konomi Masahiro, Kurume City, 
Fukuoka Prefecture. 

‘Tama-no-ura’ was first exhibited in 
Nagasaki City in 1973 and then introduced 
to the West by Nuccio’s Nursery, California, 
USA, in 1979.  Nuccio’s Nursery has 
distributed internationally ‘Tama-no-ura’ 
and its hybridized offspring cultivars.

At present ‘Tama-no-ura’ enjoys its 
popularity among camellia enthusiasts 
throughout the world. It is grown widely, 
and pollen and seeds are used for breeding 
purposes, producing numerous attractive 

cultivars. Its elegant features decorate the top 
page of the International Camellia Register, 
Volume 1, as a photogravure of a beautiful 
work done by the late Paul Jones, a world 
famous camellia painter.  Photographs of 
‘Tama-no-ura’ also were used in 2003 in the 
front cover the Yearbook of the American 
Camellia Society, an indication of great 
affection of camellia lovers.

In the following, I shall briefly review the 
current situation of ‘Tama-no-ura’ and its 
new cultivars recently developed in Japan, 
the history of ‘Tama-no-ura’ discovery, and 
future possibilities.

The Current Situation

Soon after the introduction of ‘Tama-no-ura’, 
Nuccio’s Nursery successfully produced a 
series of new cultivars derived from ‘Tama-
no-ura’ such as ‘Tama Bell’, small-sized 
single flower; ‘Tama Bambino’, small-sized 
peony flower; ‘Tama Americana’, medium-
sized semi-double flower; ‘Tama Peacock’, 
large-sized double flower; and so on. Thus, 
it demonstrated the high quality of ‘Tama-
no-ura’ as a parent for the production of 
new, promising cultivars.

In Japan similar attempts have been made. 
A few notable examples are in the following 
table.

The following cultivars were produced 
from ‘Tama-no-ura’ seeds as the results 
of  uncontrolled crossings with unknown 
sources of pollens by late Mr.Tomita 
Kunitake and all of them carry prefixes 
‘Tama’:  ‘Tama Fukurin’, ‘Tama Gozen’, 
‘Tama Jishi’ with irregular stamens, ‘Tama 
Jishi’ with white edge, ‘Tama- no-kanzashi’, 
‘Tama Shigure’ and ‘Tama-noyaeakebono’.

The History of ‘Tama-no-ura’ discovery

My aunt, Yuki Katsuma, who died at the age 
of 90, February 2004, had married a farmer 
who resided at Tanna, Tama-no-ura. The
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Table 1. Characteristics of new cultivars derived from ‘Tama-no-ura’ in Japan

Cultivar name Flower color Flower shape Bloom 
time

Leaf shape Tree shape Breeding (Breeder)

‘Tama Ariake’ Dark red /white 
edge

Peony, double, 
medium-large, 
irregular 
stamens

Jan -- 
March

Long-
lanceolate, 
medium

Erect, 
upright, 
slightly 
drooping

‘Tama-no-ura’ 
X
‘Iwaneshibori’
(K. Kusumoto)

‘Tama Isahaya’Dark red /white 
edge

Cylindical- 
trumpet, 
medium, 
cylindrical
stamens

Jan --
March

Long-
lanceolate, 
medium

Erect 
upright, 
slightly 
open

‘Tama-no-ura’ 
X
‘Iwaneshibori’
(K. Kusumoto)

‘Tama Hizen’ Dark red/white 
edge

Cylindrical, 
reg-irreg
stamens, 
medium-large

March-- 
April

Elliptical, 
medium

Erect, 
upright

Tama-no-ura’ 
X
‘Iwaneshibori’ 
(K. Kusumoto)

‘Takumi’ Red/faint white 
edge

Rose double, 
irregular 
stamens

Jan --
March

Elliptical,
medium

Erect, 
upright

‘Tama-no-ura’ 
X
‘Sodekakushi’ 
(M. Akashi)

‘Nosin 
Wabisuke’

Dark red/white 
edge

Cylindrical, 
single, very 
small, no 
pollen

Nov -- 
March

Elliptical, 
medium

Erect, 
upright

‘Tama-no-ura’
X 
(?)’Shimofusa
Wabisuke’ 
(N .Hirai)

‘Tama-no-
reijin’

Bright reddish 
pink/white edge

Peony double, 
medium large, 
irregular 
stamens

March-
- 
April

Elliptical 
medium

Erect, 
upright

‘Betty’s Beauty’
 X
‘Tama-no-ura’
(A. Ito)

‘Matsura-
no-hoshi’

Bright red, 
/white edge

Flat open, 
single, large, 
radial stamens

Nov--
Feb

Elliptical, 
medium

Erect,
upright

‘Higo Tsubaki’
X 
‘Tama-no-ura’
(K. Murata)

‘Tama-no- 
hikari’

Bright red, 
white edge

Cylindrical,  
single 
cylindrical 
stamens

Oct---
Feb

Long-
lanceolate, 
medium

Erect, 
upright

‘Yabutsubaki’
 X 
‘Tama-no-ura’ 
(I. Noguchi)

family owned a private forest in the 
mountain near the place where ‘Tama-no-
ura’ was discovered. 

In 2003 my colleagues and I were busy with 
our search for the exact place where ‘Tama-
no-ura’ had been discovered. One day, when 
I mentioned  ‘Tama-no-ura’ during our 
conversation, out of her recollection, she 
told me that Mr. Kichiji Tazaki who used 
to live near Arakawa Elementary School, 
had discovered it in the forest while he had 
worked at a charcoal pit in the mountain. 

Alas, however, the school had been 
disbanded due to the relocation of nearby 
families and the whereabouts of Mr. Tazaki 
remained totally unknown.

The original site of ‘Tama-no-ura’ was 
ascertained in November, 2003, after a 
further hard search. The Goto Camellia 
Society, in cooperation with the local 
community of Tama-no-ura, established 
a commemorative monument and planted 
a young ‘Tama-no-ura’ tree at the site in 
May, 2004. Three years later, an outing 
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was scheduled to visit the original site, a 
memorial event to celebrate the planting of 
‘Tama-no-ura’. It is an important part of the 
13th Goto Camellia Festival programs.

It was very fortunate to find, among the 45 
participants, Mr. Kunio Nakamura, Director 
of Arakawa Forest Products Co-op, which 
owns the forest, because he knew exactly the 
current location of Mr. Tazaki’s residence. I 
decided together with Mr. Sakuo Matsumoto 
and Mr. Toichi Miyamae, to visit Mr. Tazaki, 

who was 91 year-old then, to ask him about 
the actual circumstances of the discovery. 

In order to reach the original site of 
‘Tama-no-ura’, first one must go from the 
town of Arakawa, Tamanouracho, Goto 
City, Nagasaki prefecture, two kilometers 
northeast in the direction of Nanatsudake 
Shrine. From there one must walk up the 
mountain through Japanese cedar forest, 
passing several old charcoal pits, to the site.

Figure 2. a) ‘Tamanoura’. b) The monument of discovery

of ‘Tamanoura’. It is written that ‘The first Tamanoura

camellia was discovered here in 1947’. c) The forest where

‘Tamanoura’was discovered.
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Figure 1. The location where ‘Tamanoura’ was discovered. a) Enlarged map of Goto Islands, Nagasaki

Prefecture. b) Enlarged map of Kyushu. c) Map of Japan.
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Mr. Tazaki was born in Omuta City, Fukuoka 
Prefecture. After the Second World War, 
he moved to Arakawa, which is his wife’s 
birth place. Charcoal was a necessity for 
which public demand was very strong then. 
He was part of a team of charcoal workers 
who often carried charcoal down to the base 
and returned to the charcoal pit, passing 
by ‘Tama-no-ura’ that was growing by the 
roadside. Mr Tazaki is the only survivor of 
this team.

He discovered the beauty of ‘Tama-no-ura’ 
when the blossom season arrived, prior to 
the popularity it gained world-wide later. 
At that time, its trunk measured 25 to 
30 cm in diameter, perhaps one meter in 
circumference. 

Historically speaking, ‘Tama-no-ura’ -- like 
the camellia named ‘Fuchishiro’ (white-
edging) was described in a painting in 
“Chinka-Zufu” (Painted Color Illustrations 
of Classic Camellias), published in the 
middle of Edo period (about 250 years 
ago). However, it was believed to be extinct 
for a long time.  Even after the discovery 
of ‘Tama-no-ura’ in 1947, this beautiful 
camellia remained unnoticed outside of 
Goto for 25 years. 

However, after the introduction of a detached 
shoot with a single flower by Mr. Tomoichi 
Fujita at the camellia show in Nagasaki in 
1972, it gained instant popularity all over 
Japan. At the board meeting of the Nagasaki 
Camellia Society, it was formally recognized 
as an excellent, new cultivar and named 
‘Tama-no-ura’. 

The first issue, October, 1972, of the official 
journal of the Nagasaki Camellia Society, 
Nagasaki Camellia, described ‘Tama-no-
ura’ in detail in the following categories: 

1) Cultivar kind, 2) Original camellia 
tree, 3) Circumstances of discovery, 4) 
Current conditions of the original tree, 

5) Characteristics of the cultivar, 6) 
Nomenclature justification, 7) Cultivar 
name, 8) Owner of the original tree, 9) 
Evaluation remarks, 10) Addendum.

The future possibilities

According to a recent molecular genetic 
study by a camellia research group in 
Professor H. Okubo’s Horticultural Science 
Laboratory at Kyushu University, ‘Tama-no-
ura’ holds chloroplast DNA haplotype III, a 
rare feature as they did not find it in any of 
Chinese samples or a majority of samples 
collected from different parts of Japan. It is 
very interesting to follow their study as they 
are continuing this line of work further.

As seen in the above mentioned records, 
high affinity with other cultivars, displayed 
by ‘Tama-no-ura’, resulted in the production 
of many new attractive cultivars. Thus, 
future breeding projects aimed at new 
directions such as cold-hardiness, fragrance, 
salt-hardiness, and high seed productivity 
appear promising.

At present, Goto City has a botanic garden, 
opened in 1993, with an area of 2.3 hectares 
(about 5.7 acres), containing approximately 
1,000 camellias planted among others. 
There is also a camellia garden, opened in 
1998, with an area of 5.4 hectares (13 acres), 
containing approximately 2000 camellias of 
about 300 cultivars of different origins. The 
latter has a very popular, special area where 
100 ‘Tama-no-ura’ camellias, about 20 years 
old, are planted.

Goto Archipelago has been known as 
“Islands of Camellias” since ancient 
times. Camellias have been utilized widely 
by people. Nagasaki Agriculture and 
Forestry Research Center, and Nagasaki 
Institute of Engineering and Technology, 
with collaboration of local growers and 
governments, have been conducting 
practical research of camellia flower, leaf, 
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seed, oil and wood products. These projects 
are expected to yield brilliant results soon.

Goto Camellia Festival, held every year 
in February and lasting about a month, 
celebrated its 14th festival in 2008, with 
ever increasing participants and more than 
20 rich programs and has firmly established 
itself among island inhabitants and visitors 
from all over Japan. Tama-no-ura is used as 
a symbol flower.

The Goto Camellia Society was established 
in March 2002 with a membership of 26 
and has grown to a total of about 90 in 
2008, attaining a legal status of a non-profit 
organization in 2004. In the logo of the 
society, G signifying Goto is located on the 
green islands in the center and surrounded 
by five petals of ‘Tama-no-ura’, encircled 
by blue sky and ocean, signifying clean and 
healthy environment. 

In the Goto Camellia Culture Museum, 
more than 20 camellia cultivars developed 
in Goto are displayed, with ‘Tama-no-ura’ 
prominently holding a central position.  We 
sincerely wish to collaborate with camellia 
enthusiasts in the world without limiting 
ourselves within small islands of Japan, 
and have donated ‘Tama-no-ura’ seedlings 
to the American Camellia Society, Chinese 
Camellia Society, Spanish Camellia Society, 
the Botanic Garden of Cologne, and Mrs. 
Bete Ackermann in Germany, and more 
recently Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Short in UK. 
We are willing to continue this program 
whenever any organization or individual 
wishes to receive authentic, ‘Tama-no-ura’ 
seedlings.
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Introduction 

There are several Camellia species in Japan. 
Camellia japonica is widely distributed 
from Kyushu to the northern part of 
Honshu in Japan. It includes some varieties 
and subspecies such as C.japonica var. 
macrocarpa, C.japonica var. hozanensis, 
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and C.japonica ssp. rusticana. Camellia 
sasanqua is another species which is 
distributed around Kyushu Island. For 
ornamental purpose, many cultivars have 
been selected and established from these 
native camellias for hundreds of years in 
Japan. 

‘Tama-no-ura’  has been one of the most 
beautiful and famous camellia cultivars not 
only in Japan but also in the world since it 
has red petals with white marginal picotee.  
It is introduced on the frontispiece of the 
opening page of “The International Camellia 
Register.” 

Amazingly, this cultivar was not produced 
from artificial crossing. It was discovered 
by chance as a seedling in the forest at 
Tamanoura Town. (See previous article. 
Editor). Bearing the beautiful mutational 
flower, it stood in the middle of the forest 
where other normal-flower C.japonica and 
other coppice grew (Figure 2c). 

Investigating the chloroplast DNA provides 
us useful information for searching for the 
maternal ancestor.  The cytoplasm genome 
including chloroplast DNA is inherited 
maternally (Corriveau and Coleman, 1988) 
and its evolutional speed is slower than that 
of nuclear DNA (Small et al., 1998). 

Shibata et al (2000) investigated the atpH-
atpI region of chloroplast DNA in the genus 
Camellia and reported that there were two 
types (types A and B) according to the size 
of PCR (Polymerase Chain Reaction) -
amplified products. Camellia sasanqua and 
C.japonica ssp. rusticana were classified 
into type A and C.japonica was classified 
into type B. They also reported that the 
atpH-atpI region of ‘Tama-no-ura’ showed 
type A although this cultivar was treated as a 
sport of C.japonica as mentioned above. 

One question, therefore, has occurred.  
Is ‘Tama-no-ura’ really a sport from 

C.japonica? Two possibilities were 
considered:

1) The maternal ancestor of ‘Tama-no-ura’ 
was not C.japonica, but was another species 
which had type A chloroplast DNA. 

2) There is (was) chloroplast DNA variation 
in C.japonica, and ‘Tama-no-ura’ was 
derived from type A accession of this 
species. 

Here, we report the chloroplast DNA 
variation in the genus Camellia in Japan by 
investigation of two regions, atpH-atpI and 
a newly developed marker region, trnL-trnF, 
and discuss the origin of ‘Tama-no-ura’. 

Materials and methods 

‘Tama-no-ura’, 518 accessions from 27 
populations of C.japonica, six accessions 
from a single population of C.japonica 
var. hozanensis from Okinawa Prefecture 
(Ryukyu Islands), 73 accessions from five 
populations of C.japonica ssp. rusticana, 
four accessions from a single population of 
C.japonica var. intermedia, 29 accessions 
from five populations of C.sasanqua and C.x 
vernalis ‘Gaisen’ grown in a greenhouse at 
Kyushu University were used for this study. 
Total DNA was extracted from 100 mg of 
young or mature leaves, or flower buds, by 
a modified CTAB method (Kobayashi et al., 
1998). PCR and PCR-RFLP (Polymerase 
Chain Reaction Restriction Fragment Length 
Polymorphism) were performed following 
the general manner. 

Results 

Two types of amplified products were 
observed at the atpH-atpI region: type A 
(approx. 800 bp) and type B (approx. 1,200 
bp) (Figure 3a) as reported by Shibata et al 
(2000). Types A and B were further divided 
into two sub-types (A1 and A2) and two sub-
types (B1 and B2) by PCR-RFLP analysis 
using restriction enzyme Taq I, respectively 
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(Figure 3b and 3c). The PCR products from 
the trnL-trnF region were of a uniform size 
(approx. 450 bp; type A, Figure 4a) in all 
Japanese camellia. After digestion with the 
restriction enzyme TspE I, three restriction 
fragment patterns (A1, A2 and A3) were 
found (Figure 4b). 

There were five haplotypes (Haplotypes 
Ia, Ib, II, III and IV) in Japanese camellia, 
according to the length or restriction 
fragment patterns at the atpH-atpI and 
trnL-trnF regions (Table 1). Chloroplast 
DNA of cultivar ‘Tama-no-ura’ showed 
A1 and A2 at atpH-atpI and trnL-trnF 
regions, respectively, and categorised as 
Haplotype III. There were three haplotypes 
in C.japonica, namely Haplotypes Ia, Ib and 
III. Two haplotypes, Haplotypes Ia and IV, 
were found in C.japonica ssp. rusticana. 
Camellia japonica var. hozanensis showed 
Haplotype Ia and C.japonica var. intermedia, 
which is said to be a natural hybrid between 
C.japonica and C. japonica ssp. rusticana, 
also showed Haplotype Ia. Chloroplast 
DNA of C.sasanqua had Haplotype II, 
and C.x vernalis, a natural hybrid between 
C.sasanqua and C.japonica, also showed 
Haplotype II chloroplast DNA. 

A clear distribution pattern was found in the 
chloroplast DNA variation of C.japonica, 
and the variations were notable in the 
islands of western Kyushu, especially in 
Goto Islands where all three haplotypes 
(Haplotypes Ia, Ib and III) existed, whereas a 
uniform haplotype (Haplotype Ia) occupied 
all other populations of Japan. 

Discussion 

Tsuyama (1956) suggested from 
morphological investigation that the 
primitive Camellia, once distributed widely 
throughout Japan, was divided into two 
groups during the last glacial period. One 
survived in the mountainous areas of the 

north of Japan, maintaining its original style, 
through the protection of deep snow falls. 
This evolved into the current C.japonica 
ssp. rusticana. The other receded southward 
and developed into the current C.japonica in 
southern Japan. After the last glacial period 
ended, the latter then started a northward 
extension. 

Since chloroplast DNA variation was 
found in the islands of western Kyushu, 
especially in Goto, Iki and Tsushima 
Islands in the present study, we assume 
this area is a genetic hot spot in C.japonica. 
The receded primitive Camellia mentioned 
by Tsuyama (1956) might have evolved 
into the current C.japonica around 
this area, generating various genetic 
variations (including Haplotypes Ia, Ib 
and III). Thereafter, C.japonica with only 
Haplotype Ia might have advanced into 
the mainland of Japan and started the 
northward extension after the last glacial 
period. Thus the current distribution of 
Japanese camellia was established. 

Lastly, flower colour mutation had 
occurred in one tree of C.japonica with 
Haplotype III and the tree became 
the cultivar ‘Tama-no-ura’ in the ‘hot 
spot’ area, the middle of the forest at 
Tamanoura town in Goto Islands. 

Acknowledgement 

The authors are grateful to Dr. Chuji Hiruki, 
Vice President of the International Camellia 
Society; Mr. Shuho Kirino, President of 
The Japan Camellia Society; Dr. Kunimitsu 
Fujieda, Professor Emeritus, Kyushu 
University; Dr. Tomohisa Yukawa, Tsukuba 
Botanical Garden, National Science 
Museum; Mr. Zene Sakatani and Mr. 
Shuichiro Tagane, Ph.D. student, Kyushu 
University, for their help in providing the 
plant materials. We acknowledge financial 
support from The Otomo Fund of ICS. 



73

1,500bp

A B

800bp

M

(a)

A1 A2M

(b)

300bp

200bp

100bp

B1 B2M

(c)

300bp
200bp

100bp

Figure 3. Profiles of PCR products from the atpH-atpI region of chloroplast DNA from 

Japanese Camellia (a) and restriction fragments of the A-type products (b), the B-type 

products (c) with restriction enzyme Taq I. Bands A and B represent approx. 800 bp and

1,200 bp PCR products, respectively. A1 and A2 are sub-types of the A-type PCR product 

and B1 and B2 are of the B-type. M indicates molecular size markers (100 bp DNA ladder).
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Figure 4. Profiles of PCR products from the trnL-trnF region of chloroplast DNA from 

Japanese Camellia (a) and restriction fragments of the PCR products with restriction 

enzyme TspE I (b). PCR products of all accessions of this region were type A (approx. 

450 bp). A1, A2 and A3 represent different restriction patterns. M1 and M2 indicate 

the λ/Sty I and 100 bp DNA ladder molecular size markers, respectively.

Haplotype atp H-atp I trn L-trn F

Ia B1 A2

Ib B2 A2

II A2 A1

III A1 A2

IV A1 A3

Table 1. Chloroplast DNA haplotypes in Japanese Camellia.
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Introduction
Camellia x vernalis (Makino) T. Tanaka et 
al is a hybrid species that is morphologically 
intermediate between C.japonica and 
C.sasanqua.  C.x vernalis is widely 
cultivated for the beautiful flowers of its 
cultivars and its winter-blooming habit.

In the previous studies on this series, 11 
cultivars of the ‘Gaisen’ type tetraploid 
group, 35 cultivars of the triploid group, 
seven cultivars of the ‘Egao’ type tetraploid 
group, and seven cultivars of the pentaploid 
group of C.x vernalis were recognized 
(Tanaka et al 1986).  The origin for each 
group was postulated as follows : 1) the  
‘Gaisen’ type tetraploids (2n = 4x = 60) 
resulted from the primary hybrid between 
C.sasanqua (2n = 6x = 90) and  C.japonica 
(2n = 2x = 30) ; 2) the triploid  (2n = 3x = 
45) and pentaploid ( 2n = 5x = 75) groups 
were backcross generations of the ‘Gaisen’ 
type tetraploid cultivar with C.japonica and 
C.sasanqua, respectively; 3) the ‘Egao’ type 
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tetraploids  (2n = 4x = 60) were the second 
backcross generation between an unreduced 
triploid gamete of the triploid C.x vernalis 
and a normal haploid gamete of C.japonica. 

On Hirado Island, Nagasaki Prefecture, 
Japan, both C.japonica and C.sasanqua 
are native species.  C.japonica is very 
common from the seaside to the mountains, 
while C.sasanqua is observed wild only 
around the small village of Yamano on the 
mountainside.  Some individuals of wild 
C.sasanqua are also cultivated in Hirado 
city, where some of the C.japonica start 
blooming in November when C.sasanqua is 
still in flower. 

Thus, the occurrence of many variants 
in chromosome number of C.japonica 
(2n = 30), C.sasanqua (2n = 90), and C.x 
vernalis (2n = 45, 60 and 75) on Hirado 
Island suggests that Hirado Island is the 

place where C.x vernalis originated and 
developed (Uemoto et al, 1980; Tanaka, 
1985).  Writings in the Japanese old book 
published in the Edo period (1603 – 1868) 
and the existence of the oldest tree (about 
400 years old) of C.x vernalis also support 
the origin of C.x vernalis on Hirado Island 
about 400 years ago (Tanaka, 1985; Tanaka 
et al, 1987).

‘Takarazuka’

’Shibori-egao
-kurenai’

‘Umegaka’

‘Gaisen’
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Typical characteristics of wild C. sasanqua, wild C.

japonica and C. × vernalis

Furthermore, the authors considered that the 
seed parent of ‘Gaisen’ was C.sasanqua and 
the pollen parent was C.japonica (Tanaka, 
1985).  The first reason is that solitary trees 
of C.sasanqua planted in Hirado city might 
produce few self-pollinated seeds because of 
self-incompatibility (Tanaka, 1988a).  Then 
the owner of the tree might take good care 
of the rare hybrid seeds.  This consideration 
increases the probability of an outcross 
between C.sasanqua and C.japonica.  The 
second reason is that higher ploid seed 
parents such as C.sasanqua are more 
likely to set seeds than lower ploid seed 
parents such as C.japonica according to the 
theory of embryo/endosperm ratio (Esen, 
1971) and actually a few seedlings were 
obtained from only the former combination 
(Tanaka,1985). 

As chloroplast DNA (cpDNA) of angiosperm 
is a cytoplasmic inclusion, it can be used to 
determine the seed parent of certain hybrids.  

Palmer (1986) reported the seed parents 
of the amphidiploid crops in the genus 
Brassica, B.juncea and B.napus by cpDNA 
analyses.   On the other hand, Motegi et al 
(1997), Shibata et al (2000) and  Tanikawa et 
al (2001, 2002) found variation in the atpI-
atpH gene region of the cpDNA in the genus 
Camellia and distinguished the difference 
between C.sasanqua and C.japonica.  

Therefore, the authors carried out analysis of 
the atpI-atpH gene region in the cpDNA of 
C.sasanqua, C.japonica and C.x vernalis in 
order to clarify the origin of the seed parent 
of C.x vernalis.

Materials and Methods

Plant materials 

In total, 14 C.x vernalis cultivars were 
used in the present study:  two ‘Gaisen’ 
type tetraploid cultivars, ‘Gaisen’ and 
‘Narayama’; seven triploid cultivars, 
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‘Ginryu’, ‘Sayohime’, ‘Kokinran’, 
‘Shokko-nishiki’, ‘Benisuzume’, ‘Ryuko’, 
and ‘Hisatomi’ ; four ‘Egao’ type tetraploid 
cultivars, ‘Egao’, ‘Egao-kurenai’, 
‘Takarazuka’ and ‘Umegaka’ ; and one 
pentaploid cultivar, ‘Bokyo’ (Table 1).  

Three C.x vernalis cultivars, ‘Gaisen’ 
(tetraploid), ‘Sayohime’ (triploid), and 
‘Bokyo’ (pentaploid), were collected from 
the stock trees on Hirado Island where 
C.x vernalis originated.  Others were 
from the camellia collection in Kyushu 
Tokai University, Japan.  As controls, 
eight C.sasanqua accessions ‘Shinonome’, 
‘Mikuni-ko’, ‘Eikyu-shibori’ and 
‘Shichifukujin’ from the camellia collection 
in Kyushu Tokai University, ‘Saikai’ from 
Hirado city, and three wild-type plants from 
Yamano village, Hirado Island, and seven 
C.japonica accessions from Hirado Island 
including ‘Hirado-oyabu’ were used.  Young 
leaves of the plants were collected in June, 
2000 and stored in a freezer at –20oC (-4 F) 
until December.

Molecular analysis

Total genomic DNA was isolated from the 
200mg leaf samples by the CTAB method 
according to Motegi et al (1997).  The DNA 
concentration and purity were determined 
spectrophotometrically, and adjusted to 
approximately 20 ng/ml by TE buffer 
(10 mM Tris-HCl, 1 mM EDTA, pH 8.0).  
Subsequently, the RAPD technique was 
performed with several random primers 
including OPA-4, 7, 9, 10 and 15  (Operon 
Technologies, Alameda, CA) to check the 
existence and appropriate concentration of 
the DNA for the following analysis on the 
atpI-atpH gene region.  

The polymerase chain reaction (PCR) 
protocol using Perkin Elmer GeneAmp 
PCR System 9600 was as follows:  Initial 
denaturation at 94C (201 F) for 1 minute, 

45 cycles consisting of 94C for 30 seconds, 
39C (102 F) for 30 seconds,  72C (162 F) 
for 1.5 minutes, and final extension at 72C 
for 7 minutes.  Amplification products 
were separated in 1.5 % agarose/TBE gels 
in the presence of ethidium bromide, and 
photographed under ultraviolet light.

The PCR was performed for the analysis on 
the atpI-atpH gene region in 25 ml reaction 
mixture which contained 10 mM Tris-HCl 
(pH 8.5), 200 mM dNTPs, 1.5 mM MgCl

2
, 

two kind of 1.5 mM primers (Greiner Bio-
one), 5’-TTGACCAACTCCAGGTCCAA-
3’ and 5’-CCGCAGCTTATATAGGCGAA-
3’ (Tsumura et al 1996), 1.25U AmpliTaq 
DNA polymerase and 20ng of template 
DNA.  The PCR protocol was as follows: 
initial denature at 94 oC for 30 sec, 45 cycles 
consisting of 94 oC for 30 sec, 55 oC for 2 
min, and 73 oC for 3 min, and final extension 
at 72 oC for 7 min.  Amplification products 
were separated in 1.5% agarose/TBE gels 
in the presence of ethidium bromide, and 
photographed under ultraviolet light. 100 bp 
DNA ladder marker or λHind III  were used 
as molecular weight size markers.

Results and Discussion

Some traits such as the red pigmentation 
which commonly exist in the cultivars of 
C.sasanqua are considered to be the result 
of the introgressive hybridization between 
C.sasanqua and C.japonica, though the 
introgressive events are not observed in the 
cultivars of C.japonica because of the sterile 
triploid barrier (Anderson, 1949 ; Tanaka, 
1988b). 

Therefore, the plant materials, especially 
C.sasanqua, must be selected or sampled 
attentively in the present study.  The plant 
materials, three C.x vernalis cultivars, 
‘Gaisen’ (tetraploid), ‘Sayohime’ (triploid)  
and ‘Bokyo’ (pentaploid); four C.sasanqua, 
‘Saikai’ and three wild types; and seven 
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C.japonica, ‘Hirado-oyabu’ and six wild 
types, were collected from the old stock 
trees on Hirado Island where C.x vernalis 
was considered to have originated (Table 
1).  Especially, the stock tree of ‘Gaisen’ is 
estimated to be about 400 years old and one 
of the stock trees of C.sasanqua used is the 
oldest one of C.sasanqua in Japan (Uemoto 
et al, 1980). 

Two stable single bands were observed at 
either ca. 800 or ca. 1200 bp region by the 
amplified PCR products using the twenty-
mer oligonucleotide primers from the DNA 
solutions obtained from the leaves of the 
Camellia species (Fig. 1).  Three wild types 
and five cultivars of C.sasanqua, and two 
‘Gaisen’ type tetraploid cultivars, seven 
triploid cultivars, four ‘Egao’ type tetraploid 
cultivars and one pentaploid cultivar of C.x 
vernalis showed a single clear band at ca. 
800 bp.  Six wild types and one cultivar of 

C.japonica showed a band at about 1200 bp 
(Table 2).

The atpI-atpH gene region was originally 
found in the cpDNA of spinach, and the 
maternal gene of the genus Camellia was 
found to inherit exclusively since some 
interspecific hybrids in the genus Camellia 
had always the same bands with the seed 
parent (Motegi et al, 1997).  Therefore, if 
C.x vernalis is a hybrid between C.sasanqua 
and C.japonica (Fig. 2) as was reported 
in previous papers (Tanaka et al,1986; 
Tanaka,1988b), all of the C.x vernalis 
cultivars studied inherit the cytoplasm of 
the C.sasanqua.  

The authors had considered that ‘Gaisen’ 
must be the primary hybrid between 
C.sasanqua and C.japonica because 
the morphological characteristics were 
intermediate between the two species even 
before this consideration was supported by 

Table 1.
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the previous studies.  These characteristics 
were : 1) cytological study revealed that 
the chromosome number of C.japonica, 
C.sasanqua and the ‘Gaisen’ were 30, 90 
and 60 respectively (Tanaka et al,1986); 
and  2) isozyme analysis of the ‘Gaisen’ 
showed both of the bands of C.japonica and 
C.sasanqua (Tanaka, 1985).  

Then, the seed and the pollen parents of 
‘Gaisen’ were considered, in the dissertation 
of the first author (Tanaka, 1985), to be 
C.sasanqua and C.japonica, respectively, 
without any scientific evidence but some 
supporting evidence : 1) the consideration of 
the origin of C.x  vernalis from the point of 
self-incompatibility (Tanaka, 1988a); 2) the 
theory of embryo/ endosperm ratio indicates 
that high ploidy (C.sasanqua ) X low ploidy 
(C.japonica) crosses more likely produce 
the seeds than reciprocals (Esen, 1971); 
and 3) the actual result of the reciprocal 
hybridization between C.sasanqua and 
C.japonica (Tanaka, 1985).  

The present paper supports the consideration 
scientifically that the seed parent of the 
putative primary (F

1
) hybrid ‘Gaisen’ is 

shown here to be C.sasanqua, and therefore, 

     M    1    2    3    4    5     6    7     8    9    10    11   12   13   14   15   M

Origin

1200 bp

 800 bp

Fig. 1. Banding patterns obtained from the amplification of the atpI-atpH gene region
in cpDNA. 

(Lane M: DNA ladder marker; lanes 1-15: names of the accessions are shown in Table 1). 
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the pollen parent is C.japonica (Fig. 1, 2, 
Table 2). 

The triploid (2n = 3x = 45) or pentaploid 
(2n = 5x = 75) cultivars of C.x vernalis 
were considered to be the first backcross 
generation of ‘Gaisen’ type tetraploids 
of C.x vernalis (primary F

1
 hybrids) with 

C.japonica or C.sasanqua, respectively, 
from the morphological characteristics, 
chromosome number, chromosome behavior 
at the meiotic division and isozyme analysis 
(Uemoto et al, 1980; Tanaka, 1985).  
Furthermore, open pollinated seedlings 
of C.x vernalis, ‘Gaisen’ (2n = 4x = 60), 
segregated triploid, tetraploid and pentaploid 
seedlings (Tanaka, 1988b), suggesting that 
the triploids or the pentaploids arose by 
crossing between ‘Gaisen’ and C.japonica 

or between ‘Gaisen’ and C.sasanqua, 
respectively.  

Seven triploid cultivars and one pentaploid 
cultivar of C.x vernalis showed a single 
clear band at about. 800 bp as well as 
C.sasanqua  (Fig. 1, Table 2).  These 
results suggests that the triploid cultivars 
of C.x vernalis are considered to be the first 
backcross generation between ‘Gaisen’ type 
tetraploids of C.x vernalis as seed parent 
and C.japonica as pollen parent.  However, 
the seed parent of the pentaploid cultivar 
of C.x vernalis could not be distinguished 
because ‘Gaisen’ had the same atpI-atpH 
gene (cytoplasm) as C.sasanqua. 

Then the ‘Egao’ type tetraploids (2n = 4x 
= 60) were considered to be the second 

Table 2.
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backcross generation between triploid C.x 
vernalis and C.japonica by the fertilization of 
an unreduced triploid gamete of the triploid 
C.x vernalis and a normal haploid gamete 
of C.japonica (Tanaka et al, 1986).  Here, 
four ‘Egao’ type tetraploid cultivars of C.x 
vernalis showed a single clear band at about 
800 bp as did C.sasanqua  (Fig. 1, Table 
2).  Therefore, the ‘Egao’ type tetraploid 
cultivars of C.x vernalis are considered to 
be the second backcross generation between 
triploid C.x vernalis as seed parent and 
C.japonica as pollen parent. 

C.x vernalis is one of the species which 
developed in the Edo period (1603 – 1868) 
when thousands of amazing camellia 
cultivars appeared in Japan, including 
C.wabisuke (Tanaka et al, 2001).  Based on 
the records published in Edo period (Table 1) 
and the ages of the stock trees of C.x 
vernalis, cultivars of each ploidy level was 
considered as follows: 

1) the ‘Gaisen’ type tetraploid group seems 
to have appeared 400 years ago, since 
the first appearance of C.x vernalis, 
‘Takanotume’, in the Japanese book 
is 1630 and the age of the stock tree, 
‘Gaisen’ on Hirado Island is estimated 

about 400 years old (Tanaka, 1985; 
Tanaka et al,1987); 

2) the origin of triploid and pentaploid 
groups could be traced back to at least 
1695, since the living cultivar of C.x 
vernalis, ‘Sandanka’ which appeared 
on the book named ‘Kadan-chikinshou’ 
published in 1695, was found to be 
triploid, and pentaploid individuals must 
have appeared simultaneously as shown 
in the open seedlings of the tetraploid 
cultivar ‘Gaisen’ as well as triploid ones 
(Tanaka, 1985; Tanaka et al,1986) ; 

3) the ‘Egao’ type tetraploid group could 
be traced back to their origin about 100 
years ago from the ages of the stock trees 
(Tanaka,1985; Tanaka et al, 1987).  

The advantage of the materials used in the 
present study is that the original putative 
F

1
 hybrid is still alive and available, as C.x 

vernalis is a long-lived woody plant.  In 
the present study, the leaf samples of C.x 
vernalis ‘Gaisen’ were collected from the 
oldest and the original putative F

1
 hybrid 

tree ( about 400 years old ) on Hirado Island.  
Thus, the present study concludes that the 

Fig. 2.  Gene flow of the cytoplasm of C.sasanqua (800 bp atpI – atpH gene) into C.x 
vernalis and estimated origin of Cx vernalis by the cpDNA analysis.

 C.sasanqua        x                 C.japonica
 (Hexaploid, 800 bp)   (Diploid, 1200 bp)

  C.  x  vernalis      x                  C.japonica
           (‘Gaisen’ type tetraploid group, 800 bp)

   C.  x  vernalis           x             C.japonica
   (Triploid group, 800 bp)
   unreduced egg cell

   C.  x  vernalis 
   (‘Egao’ type tetraploid group, 800 bp)
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seed parent of C.x vernalis is C.sasanqua, 
as long ago as about 400 years ago. 

Conclusion

It  has been determined from morphology, 
chromosome and isozyme analyses that 
Camellia x vernalis (Makino) T. Tanaka 
et al resulted from hybridization events 
between C.sasanqua and C.japonica.  Since 
the chloroplast in Camellia is entirely 
maternally inherited, the presence of 
C.sasanqua chloroplasts in C.x vernalis 
would indicate C.sasanqua is the seed 
parent of these hybrids.  PCR products of the 
atpI-atpH gene region from all accessions 
of C.sasanqua and C.x vernalis showed a 
single band at about 800 bp, while those of 
C.japonica showed at about 1200 bp.  

These results suggest that 1) the seed parent 
of the putative primary (F

1
) hybrid ‘Gaisen’ 

is C.sasanqua; 2) the seed parents of the first 
backcross generation to C.japonica, triploid 
cultivars of C.x vernalis, are considered to 
be ‘Gaisen’, and 3) the seed parents of the 
second backcross generation, the ‘Egao’ type 
tetraploid cultivars, are derived from triploid 
C.x vernalis cultivars.  Since C.x vernalis 
has been considered to originate about 400 
years ago as determined from the age of the 
oldest tree on Hirado Island and from the 
records in the Japanese books published in 
1630, the present study concludes that the 
seed parent of C.x vernalis is C.sasanqua as 
far back as 400 years ago.
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Discovery and  
Worldwide Distribution  

of C. granthamiana
by Hermann Schoentag and Christiana Roeder  

Hermann Schoentag is the retired head 
of surgery at the Accident & Emergency 
Department of the main hospital at 
Hamburg, Germany; Christiana Roeder is 
in hospital administration in Hamburg.  The 
two of them have a passion for camellias, 
which Hermann writes about and Christiana 
illustrates with her fine photography. 
Hermann is one of the ICS directors in 
Germany.

During our meeting 2005 at Locarno, 
Switzerland, we commemorated a birthday 
“child” of 50 years of age, only nobody 
realized it. Now, new and expanded 
information can be presented. It is one of 
the most outstanding camellias and the 
largest wild form ever seen. The name is 
C.granthamiana. 

It appears either as a tree or a bush, both 
of which can reach the height of 3 meters 
or more. The leaves are deep green shining 
on the upper surface and light green at the 
lower surface. The leaves are leathery, 
serrulated and show a characteristic deeply 
impressed venation. The corolla can reach 
15-17 cm in diameter and the petals are 
snow-white in colour. The anthers and pollen 
are bright-yellow, changing later on to gold-
yellow. The gynoecium is about 3 cm long 
and tapering upwards. The colour is more 
white-yellow. The flower buds are ash-grey 
and look dried and perished, so that many 
possessors of such a plant removed these 
buds and were wondering why they didn’t 
see a single flower. The young branches are 
brown while the mature wood is ash-grey. 
The main flowering time is from October to 
December.
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To what part of the widespread family of the 
genus camellia the C.granthamiana belongs 
to is still a controversy. The three most recent 
classification systems were established by 
Sealy 1958, Chang 1981, and Ming 2000. 
The basics for their classifications were 
mostly the structure and the morphology 
analysed from a small number of herbarium 
specimens and the personal impression of 
the scientist. 

This traditional method is important to 
classify plants and identify species, but it 
has many limitations and should be verified 
by objective, non-morphological studies 
such as analysing DNA sequences as 
proposed by Xiao and Parks in their Jinhua 
Congress lecture 2003. Because of the fact 
that Sealy, Chang, and Ming disagree in 
major parts of their classification systems, 
it is mandatory to promote objective 
biochemical investigations. Only one point 
of view is clear: C.granthamiana is a wild 
form representing a very distinct species.

It was October 25, 1955, when Mr. C.P. 
Lau, a Chinese forester, found that unknown 
camellia by chance only some three-and-a-
half miles northwest of the port of Kowloon, 
Hong Kong.  At the end of November, Mr. 
Tang of the Hong Kong Gardens Division 
sent a specimen to Kew for identification.  
Mr. Sealy, botanist-in-chief of Kew, was 
highly astonished, as he wrote in his first 
publication, how such a plant could remain 
undiscovered until 1955 as since the year 
1841 the island of Hong Kong and the 
adjacent New Territory on the mainland had 
been searched and thoroughly examined by 
many botanists and collectors. 

No previous record could be found. But the 
specimen he obtained was so badly damaged 
that it was not possible to dissect the flower 
on that specimen, and he requested further 
material. Mr. Tang made a special trip 
on December 10, 1955, finding the last 

flower as flowering came to an end. Now 
the structure could be examined.  Sealy 
published the results in his fundamental 
book “A Revision of the Genus Camellia”, 
1958.  Mr. Dean, Superintendent of the 
Garden Division in Hong Kong, gave him 
the following additional information: only 
a single plant was found growing in partial 
shade on the edge of a wooded ravine. It was 
a multi-branched tree of about 10 ft (3 m) of 
height with a base diameter of over 12 in. 
(30 cm).

Dean believed that the plant was cut to 
within a foot (30 cm) of the ground a long 
time earlier. He estimated the age of the 
plant between 50 and 70 years. Quoting 
Sealy, it was a pleasure for him to comply 
with a suggestion made by Dean, and to 
propose for the species the name Camellia 
granthamiana in honour of Sir Alexander 
Grantham, the Governor of Hong Kong. 
Grantham, an eager botanist, had taken great 
interest in the discovery of this camellia.  
And so was the new camellia named and by 
Sealy integrated into the large family of the 
genus Camellia. 

From Kew Gardens, plants were given to the 
nurseries of Hillier and Trehane for further 
propagation. A plant from the Hillier nursery 
can be admired in Dr. Walder’s garden at 
Locarno, Switzerland. Others were sent to 
Thoby’s nursery in France. 

How the C.granthamiana came to Portugal, 
precisely to the Isle of Madeira, seems to be 
a fairy-tale. In Blandy’s garden grow four 
large C.granthamiana: Two trees and two 
bushes, none smaller than 3 meters high and 
all in very good condition. Mrs. Christina 
Blandy informed us in a letter that these 
plants date from the mid-1960s to the early 
1970s.  They were a gift to her mother-in-
law from “a certain Mr. Trehane”; it is likely 
that no other private garden has so many 
and so large granthamianas as has Blandy’s 
garden. 
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Beyond that, plants were given to Bodnant 
and Wisley as cool greenhouse plants, 
as published in the Journal of the Royal 
Horticultural Society in 1962. That is 
surprising because Sealy recommended in 
1956: “It will, of course, need to be grown 
in a warm house.”

Now it could be possible that Kew has no 
more granthamianas. At the turn of the year 
2003/2004 during a visit to Kew, we were 
told by a gardener after having checked his 
computer that the last two plants had been 
given to Wakehurst Garden for the British 
National Gene Data Bank two years earlier.  

Back to the roots. As Sealy mentions, it was 
like a shock to find a new unknown camellia 
and furthermore only a single plant on a spot 
that was later fixed with the coordinates 22 
23’N, 11 9’E, named Shing-Mun. Thereafter 
extensive searches were launched, resulting 
in the detection of more plants of this 
species. Citing Siu and Weatherhead in 
1995, less than 30 mature individuals were 
known in Hong Kong. Although this species 
can also be found in the neighbouring 
mainland of China it is very limited in 
distribution, quoting Chang 1981. The 
species is considered as highly endangered 
in Hong Kong as well as in the Guangdong 
province of China and is strictly protected 
under official law in both of them. 

But not only Sealy of Kew received a 
specimen of the new camellia.  Ralph Dean 
sent scions in 1956 to America. (Dean’s 
article on the discovery of C. granthamiana 
is published on page 69 of Vol 1 No 2 of 
the International Camellia Journal. Ed.)  
Ralph Peer, in Los Angeles, was the first 
recipient and propagated the scions so that 
a couple of nurseries could be provided with 
plants, as Alpha Hartman of San Fernando, 
in California, stated in 1959. Later on the 
Hartman Estate was provided by Dean of 
Hong Kong as well. From the nurseries in 

and around San Fernando, California, the 
C.granthamiana spread all over the United 
States. 

But there exists a second way by which 
C.granthamiana reached America. When J.L. 
Creech, horticulturist in charge of the Plant 
Introduction Station, Agricultural Research 
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
in Glenn Dale, Maryland, got to know the 
description of that hitherto unknown camellia 
species by Sealy in 1956, the American 
Consulate in Hong Kong was activated 
immediately and scions were dispatched to 
the USDA Inspection House in Washington, 
D.C.  There they were examined thoroughly 
by the quarantine inspectors and promptly 
sent to the Introduction Station in Glenn 
Dale for propagation under quarantine. 

So far it is evident that American cultivators 
were not only busy and successful in 
propagating and quick to secure hitherto 
unknown species even through official 
institutions such as consulates. There is 
evidence that a first cross, C.granthamiana 
x C.reticulata, was successfully done by Mr. 
Alfred Smith in 1957, quoting Hartman 1959. 
In November 1958 two seed pods from the 
cross produced 23 seeds. All 23 germinated 
and could be potted, a remarkable result.  
Nuccio offers three hybrids in their catalogue 
all produced in their nursery: ‘Moonrise’, 
‘Shanghai Lady’, and ‘China Lady’. Only 
the latter is described as a cross, of ‘Buddha’ 
x  C.granthamiana; it was released in 1968. 

The introduction of C.granthamiana into 
Australia is very well documented also. Tom 
Savige reports in the New Zealand Camellia 
Bulletin 1972 that the first material reached 
the Royal Botanic Garden of Melbourne, 
sent by Ralph Dean from Hong Kong to the 
then director,  Alek Jessep,  Jessep himself 
gives an account in Camellia Annual that he 
received in 1956 three scions from his good 
friend Dean, superintendent of parks and 
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gardens in Hong Kong. One was lost; the 
remaining two were successfully grafted. 
Later on, scions of both of them were taken 
for further propagation. 

Citing Mrs. Erica McMinn, busy and 
charming director of Camellia Lodge 
Nursery, material from Melbourne’s Botanic 
Garden had been given to both Walter 
Hazlewood and Mrs. Rachel Merrillies, 
adding she herself had taken care of the 
plant in Jessep’s director’s garden when he 
could not do so because of his weak health. 

Mrs. McMinn is the last testimony alive 
who had taken part in the introduction 
of C.granthamiana to Australia. In 
addition, she was the first producer of a 
granthamiana hybrid in Australia when 
she crossed C.japonica  ‘Spencer’s Pink’ 
x C.granthamiana. It bloomed first in 
1964 and was released in 1967. The name 
is ‘Autumn Glory’ and it is documented 
in Tom Durrant’s book “Camellia Story”, 
p. 126. 

Furthermore all currently existing mature 
plants throughout Australia are offspring of 
these two surviving scions, which derived 
directly from the single plant found originally 
in Hong Kong’s New Territories, through 
the plant in the Royal Botanic Garden, 
Melbourne, bed nr.2. But nevertheless the 
species seems to be very rare in Australia. 
Tom Savige mentioned in 1984 that 
species like C.caudata, C.crapnelliana and 
C.granthamiana are represented by only 
one or two clones in Australia. 

In writing about a visit to Hong Kong with 
ICS members, he was astonished to see 
young plants standing in long rows. At 
present the situation might be the same. 
Mostly all professional breeders attending 
the ICS Congress 2006 at Melbourne denied 
the question if they had plants for sale or if 
they possessed C.granthamiana at all. The 

concurring opinion was: The percentage of 
losses in both keeping and crossing are too 
high for economical reasons.

To trace the introduction of C.granthamiana 
to Japan was not possible without the help 
of Shigeo Matsumoto. He himself searched, 
found, and translated what was necessary to 
find out how C.granthamiana entered Japan.  
In April 1958, Dr. Takahashi Tsuyama, 
a professor of Ochanonizu University in 
Tokyo, brought some branches and scions 
of C.granthamiana, C.hongkongensis, 
C.assimilis and C.salicifolia to Japan, 
and asked Makoto Togashi of Takeda 
Pharmaceutical Company, in Kyoto, to 
propagate them. Unfortunately the first two 
failed. 

In March 1962, Mr. Togashi obtained scions 
from the original plant and succeeded in 
making some grafts. The first flower among 
them bloomed in the end of October, 1964.  
Also, in around 1960, Mr. Kiyono of Tokyo 
got a grafted plant from Nuccio Nurseries 
of California. This was the third route of 
introducing C.granthamiana to Japan.
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Camellia changii, the 

Everblooming Camellia
by Gao Jiyin, of the Research Institute 
of Subtropical Forestry, CAF, Fuyang, 

Zhejiang, 
 and Huang Wanjian and Liu Xinkai of the 
Guangdong Palm Landscape Architecture 

& Garden Construction Co. Zhaoqing, 
Guangdong

Gao Jiyin was one of the founding directors of the 
ICS China Region.  A professor at the Research 
Institute of  Subtropical Forestry in Fuyang City, 
Zhejiang.  He is a world expert on camellia 
species, and has written several books, including 
“Collected Species of the Genus Camellia” with 
Clifford Parks and Du Yueqiang, a work that 
is justifiably considered the most up-to-date 
publication on Camellia species.

Editor’s note.
The confusion over the naming of this species 
continues. Since Professor Gao presented this 
paper at the Falmouth Congress two members 
of the Committee of the International Code 
of Botanical Nomenclature have advised that, 
based on the evidence available at the time of 
writing, Camellia azalea should be the correct 
name and Camellia changii the synonym. 

Introduction
Camellia changii is one of the hottest 
subjects being talked in the Camellia World 
in recent years. This is because C.changii not 
only has open, bright red flowers, but also 
can bloom out of season or even throughout 
the year. 

The only species in the genus Camellia 
that blooms every month
In order to let the world’s camellia people 
further understand the priceless species, 
C.changii, and how to protect it and use 
it better, we will discuss the stories about 
C.changii here, according to our study 
results and others,  about C.changii.

A) Discovery and Naming
Mr. Ye Chuangxing, professor at Sun Yatsen 
University, read out an article named ‘A 
New Species of The Genus Camellia’ at 
the Annual Conference of Guangdong 
Botanical Association in 1985. The new 
species he found and presented was 
C.changii. His presentation was published 
in 1985 in the No.1  Bulletin of Guangdong 
Botanical Association. After revision and 
supplementation, his article was published 
in No.3 the Bulletin of Guangdong 
Botanical Association in 1986 and in No.1 
Acta Scientarium Naturalium Universitatis 
Sunyatsen in 1987.  C.changii is called 
‘Zhangshi Hongshancha’ in Chinese Pinyin.

Mrs. Wei Zhaofen, of the Botanical Institute 
of South China, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, published an article entitled ‘A 
New Species of The Genus Camellia in 
China’ in No.4 Bulletin of Botany Research 
in 1986. She presented a new camellia 
species that she named C.azalea. It should 
be pointed that C.azalea was called ‘Dujuan 
Hongshancha’ in Chinese Pinyin.

After he checked and compared the two 
subjects above, Professor Chang Hungta -- a 
leading authority on taxonomy of the Genus 
Camellia -- confirmed that C.changii named 
by Mr. Ye Chuangxing and C.azalea named 
by Mrs. Wei Zhaofen are fully the same 
species. Based on the ‘International Code 
of Nomenclature’, the name published first 
in a scientific magazine or presented at a 
formal conference should be valid. From the 
above, out of question, the name C.changii 
is the formal Latin name and C.azalea is 
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a synonym of C.changii.

Checking the data concerned, we found that 
Prof. Chang Hungta named C.changii as ‘Jia 
Datoucha’ (this means “False Gordonia”), 
rather than ‘Zhangshi Hongshancha’ in 
Chinese Pinyin, in Volume 49 No.3 Flora 
Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae. Why didn’t 
Professor Chang call C.changii ‘Zhangshi 
Hongshancha’ at that time? We think that 
perhaps the name, C.changii was given for 
rewarding his contribution on camellias, and 
his modesty made him call it  ‘Jia Datoucha’; 
also, perhaps C.changii was very similar to 
Gordonia on their obovate leaves. 

From the above, we know that C.changii, 
C.azalea and Jia Datoucha are the same 
species. This species belongs to Subsection 
Lucidissima of Section Camellia in the 
Genus Camellia.

Because both leaves and flowers of C. 
changii look like those of Azalea, C.azalea 
or ‘Azalea Camellia’ is usually what the 
plant is called by camellia people in the 
Camellia World. In order to avoid confusion 
in nomenclature, we recommend that the 
formal Latin name, C.changii must be 
used in scientific events and its synonym, 
C.azalea, can be used in cultivation. 

Conclusion. A strong diversion of opinion 
and arguments about the Latin names of 
this species still exists in Chinese camellia 
circles. C.changii Ye and C.azalea Wei. 
Which should be its valid name and 
which the synonym of the species ? 
We would like to use C.changii Ye as 
this species’ Latin name in this article, 
according to Prof. Chang Hungta’s 
opinion on it. The Chinese names for it, 
such as ‘Zhangshi Hongshancha’, Dujuan 
Hongshangshanica’ and ‘Dujuancha’ can 
all be used at camellia nurseries, but 
we do not recommend the use of ‘Jia 
datoucha’ and ‘Dujuanye Shancha’ to be 
used in China.

B) Origin and Resources

C. changii is a specific camellia species 
distributed only in China. Some scattered 
plants of C.changii can be seen along both 
sides along the Honghuatan River (this means 
Red Flower Pool), Heweishan, Efengzhang 
Natural Conservation District, Yangchun 
City, Guangdong Province. The limited area 
where C.changii grows naturally along the 
river is less than 4 kilometers (Photo 2). It 
usually grows with the evergreen trees of 
Gordonia and Euryodendron excelsun and 
bamboos together in nature (Photo 3). 

2. Honghuatan River. Yangchun City. Guan

3. C. changii growing in wild conditions.

The soil of the origin place is sandy, loose, 
well-drained and slightly acid and the 
climate is between south-subtropics and 
mid-subtropics, where the weather is warm 
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and humid, there is full sunlight, and rainfall 
is plentiful. The annual mean temperature 
of the area is 20.6-21.2°C  [69-70 °F], the 
highest temperature is 38.4°C [101 °F] , 
and the historical lowest temperature is -
1.8°C [30° F].  The non-frost period is 361.3 
days and the mean annual precipitation is 
2,331 mm. [approximately 7.5 ft].  Also, 
the monsoon climate is very distinct in this 
area.

According to the investigations made in 
recent years, only 1,018 natural plants of 
C.changii still exist in the origin place, 
where C.changii is seriously endangered. 
The good news is that the local government 
has protected all the natural trees of 
C.changii from any destruction and set 
up a conservation district. Also, a lot of 
camellia nurseries and camellia people are  
cultivating and propagating this species 
quickly, in different areas of China. As far 
as we know, the total quantity of C.changii’s 
plants propagated by nurserymen in China 
has reached more than 100,000 plants, 
which is 100 times the natural quantity of 
the species. 

C) Blooming Period and New Discovery

The blooming periods for most camellia 
cultivars we usually see are early season, 
mid-season and late season. For the entire 
selection of camellia cultivars, the blooming 
period may continue about 7-8 months, but 
for a single camellia cultivar, its blooming 
period may last only  2-3 months.

It is obvious that there are two shortcomings 
on the blooming period of camellia cultivars. 
One is that they can not flower from the end 
of spring to the mid-autumn, a period of 4-
5 months, and another is that the blooming 
period for each camellia cultivar is shorter 
compared with other flowering plants. The 
lack of camellias blooming in summer has 
become a reason for camellia people to look 
for, to select, and to breed new camellia 

cultivars that bloom in summer or around 
the year. It is almost impossible to achieve 
this aim, if a true camellia species blooming 
in four seasons is not discovered. 

More than 20 years have passed since 
C.changii was discovered in 1985.  Because 
the discoverers of C.changii or C.azalea did 
not mention any information about blooming 
period of the species in their articles, the 
long-blooming-period characteristics of this 
species have only become gradually known 
since 2002. 

We went to the origin place of C.changii 
to make an investigation in September, 
2000. C.changii plants were fully opening 
their bright red flowers along the river, in 
sun and over 38°C [100°F]  temperature. 
We were shocked by the situation at that 
time. After this investigation, we did many 
more investigations in different seasons. It 
has been shown that C.changii is the only 
species really blooming every month, out of 
the 280 camellia species discovered .

Understanding that C.changii blooms in 
all four seasons made camellia people of 
the world very excited. They were talking 
and searching for this species with hot 
enthusiasm -- the same as the situation when 
yellow camellias were first discovered in 
China. 

We know that having the source of C.changii, 
we could create new cultivars with a long  
blooming period and would make our 
dreams come true of camellias blooming 
throughout the whole year. The president of 
the ICS, Mr. Gregory Davis wrote: ‘We still 
need……why not a year-round bloomer like 
C.changii (C.azalea)?’

D) Flower Pigments and Karyotype 
Mr. Li Jiyuan et al, at the Research Institute 
of Subtropical Forestry, CAF, analyzed the 
pigment composition of petals in C.changii 
and found there were 22-25 pigment 
components in the petals of C.changii. 
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Of them, Cy3Ga and Cy3G were major 
components.  There was a big variation in 
color of the petals from Red (RHS52B) to 
pink (RHS53D), from which it can be proved 
that it is possible for us to change flower 
color of C.changii if we do their crossing 
[in hybridization]. Also, the contents of 
the pigment increased and decreased as the 
flowers open, from which we can explain 
why the flowers of C.changii are red at the 
beginning of flowers’ opening and why pink 
before the flowers drop.

Mr. Wang Zhonglang et al, at the Kunming 
Institute of Botany, reported that the 
karyotype of C.changii was 2n = 2x = 30 
= 22m(1sat) + 6sm + 2st. We can see that 
C.changii is diploid and it corresponds to 
the pattern of chromosome basic number 
being n = 15 in all the species of the 
genus Camellia. The result of Mr. Wang’s 
research indicates that it is entirely correct 
to sort C.changii into genus Camellia. It has 
provided a theoretical base for us to cultivate 
and propagate this species.

E) Morphological Character and Features 
of Flowers and Fruits
C.changii belongs to evergreen shrubs in 
which the trees are compact with dense 
branches and leaves. The tender young 
leaves are reddish and the mature leaves 
are deep green, shining, thick, coriaceous 
and long-obovate, 5-12 cm long and 2-4 cm 
wide. The edges of the leaves are smooth, 
narrow and yellowish. The leaves grown on 
the shoots are semi-upright and whorled, 
which is like azalea plants. 

The flower buds of the species usually grow 
at the tip or axils of shoots, closely. 

As they mature the buds become gradually 
candle-like. The flowers are bright red, 
single and 6-13 cm in diameter, the petals 
are 5-9, obovate to obcordate-lanceolate 
and slightly cleft at the tip. The anthers are 
yellow, the filaments reddish and fused at 

the base, the style 2-4 deep divided and the 
ovary glabrous. The flowers are very dense, 
which is also like Azalea plants. 

4. Candle-like flower buds

The blooming of C. changii  never stops all 
the year under suitable conditions and red 
flowers can cover its tree and make a blaze 
of red, regardless of hot summers in which 
temperatures over 38°C  can be reached or 
cold winters in which temperatures may be 
-5°C .

Our observation of C.changii has shown 
that C.changii can sprout new shoots 
continuously all the year under warm 
weather.   These new shoots can form big 
flower buds within two months and can 
bloom within three months. This is why 
C.changii is able to bloom and fruit every 
month continuously.

It is worth mentioned that C.changii can do 
this in southern China where the climate is 
warm, such as the provinces of Guangdong, 
Guangxi, Hainan, and Fujian, so it is no 
problem for this species to bloom every 
month around the year. In northern China, 
however, such as in the provinces of 
Shandong, Jiangsu, and Liaoning, where 
the climate is cold, C.changii can sprout 
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its new shoots only once or twice per year.  
Therefore it can bloom only in summer and 
autumn, not in spring or winter.

It is obvious that the blooming period and 
flower quantity of C.changii depend on 
the time and quantity of its forming new 
shoots, while forming new shoots depends 
on the temperature under which C.changii 
is growing. 

The ovary of C.changii is hairless.  It is 
ovoid or fusiform in shape and red-green on 
the surface. Its green sepals are large, hold 
up 1-2 capsules from the base, and the styles 
are persistent. The capsules have 2-4 locules 
and 1-2 seeds each locule. The seeds are 
dark brown and coarse on the surface. The 
pericarp wall is only 1-2 mm thick. 
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Fig. 1: C.changii blooms month by month  
in warm area 
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Fig. 2:  C.changii blooms month by month  
in cold area

As we know, capsules of camellias usually 
need to grow for at least seven to nine 
months for the capsules to be ripe, but 
C.changii’s capsules need only two to four 
months to mature. Usually, the capsules 
produced in winter can be mature after three 
to four months, while the ones set up in 
summer can be mature after two months. So, 
different maturities of capsules can be seen 
on a shrub of C.changii at the same time. 

Some experiments have shown that the 
germination rate of the seeds from capsules 
produced in different seasons is very 
different. The germination rate of the seeds 
obtained in winter is high, and more than 

Table 1:  Days needed for maturation by the 
capsules of C.changii in different seasons and 

the germination rate of the seeds

Item Spring Summer Autumn Winter

Days 

Needed for 

Maturation

50-60 

days

58-65 

Days

90-105 

Days

120-135 

Days

Germination 

Rate
30-50%  5%  30-60%  80%

80% germination can be reached, but the 
germination rate of the seeds collected in 
summer is less than 5%. The fruit character 
of C.changii is very important in shortening 
the breeding cycle of this species. 

F) Natural Forms and Mutation Cultivars

During investigations at the origin place of 
C.changii, we found that C.changii can be 
sorted into two forms: a narrow-petal form 
and a wide-petal form, according to the 
shapes of petals. Photos 5 & 6.

It also can be sorted into another two forms: a 
large-flower form which reaches over 13 cm 
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[5 in] in diameter, and a small-flower form 
which reaches 6-10 cm [2.3-4 in] in diameter, 
based on flower diameter. In general, the 
leaves are wider and shorter, when  the 
flowers are larger, and the petals are wider.

Of course, it can be sorted into yet two other 
forms:  compact-upright form, and thin-open 
form, according to the shrub’s shape.

 There have been four mutations in the process 
of cultivating C.changii in China in recent 
years. The first mutation is ‘Azalea Pearl’, in 
which stamens have changed into petaloids 
and become anemone form (Photo 7).

The second mutation is ‘Azalea Camellia 
Variegated’, in which red petals are blotched 
white and some leaves have yellow spots 
(Photo 8). The third mutation is ‘Waxy Petal 
Azalea Camellia’, in which petals are shining 

5. Narrow petalled form.

6. Large flowered form. Also with broad petals.

7. ‘Azalea Pearl’

as though covered by a layer of wax (Photo 
9).  And the fourth mutation is ‘Curled Petal 
Azalea Camellia’, in which  petals are curly 
and wrinkly (Photo 10). 

These mutant cultivars have greatly 
improved the ornamental value of C.changii, 
but they are not fundamental changes of 
their flower shape. It is necessary for us to

8. ‘Azalea Camellia variegated’

9. ‘Waxy Petal Azalea Camellia’
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10. ‘Curly Petal Azalea Camellia’.

cross with C.changii, if we want to obtain 
more new distinctive cultivars blooming the 
year around. 

G) Cultivation and Propagation

As with other camellias, C.changii likes 
good soils or artificial media that are loose, 
acidic, moist, and well-drained. Therefore, 
attention must be paid to these points when 
cultivating it in pots or in the ground.

C.changii likes fertilizer, also. Fertilizing 
should be done every month, but caution 
should be taken never to overfeed. 
Commercial fertilizers for camellias can be 
used and organic fertilizers are very good 
for the species, too.

C. changii can grow well outside through the 
whole year in southern China, but it should 
be protected in winter, if it is being grown 
in cold areas.

Experience lets us understand that it is 
difficult to propagate C.changii from 
cuttings, because it is hard to grow new 
roots on the cut surfaces of the cuttings. The 
survival rate is only about 40%. We do not 
recommend this method to propagate this 
species. However, grafting is very good for 
C.changii and the survival rate can reach 
over 95%. The grafted plants grow very 
strong and can bloom early. We suggest that 
this method be used to propagate C.changii.

Camellia species or cultivars except those 
belonging to Section Furfuracea and 
Section Thea can be used as rootstocks 
for grafting C.changii. The best rootstocks 
are some cultivars in Section Camellia 
and Section Oleifera, such as C.sasanqua, 
C.japonica, ‘Hongluzhen’, and so on.  The 
camellias to be used as rootstocks must grow 
vigorously and quickly. If big trees of C. 
changii are wanted, big trees of C.oleifera 
or C.gauzchowensis can be selected as 
rootstocks for grafting C.changii. After two 
to three years, the grafted big trees will grow 
up strongly. 

H) Resistance and Breeding Prospects

C. changii not only has deep green and shining 
leaves, bright red flowers, and compact 
shrub shapes, and blooms year around, but 
it also has strong resistance.  For example, it 
can withstand sunlight even in summer with 
no damaged leaves occurring under full 
sun.  It can withstand high temperatures of 
over 38°C [100°F], and lower temperatures 
when it is -5°C  [23°F] with no damage to its 
leaves and flower buds.  Also, it resists pests 
and diseases, because its leaves are thick. 
Very few leaves damaged by attack from 
insects and fungi can be found on the plants 
of C.changii cultivated or grown in nature.

C.changii is a very valuable breeding 
material as a parent. To create new cultivars 
which can bloom in summer or year 
around, the species must be first selected 
as a crossing parent. C.changii can be 
both a female parent because it can fruit, 
and as a male parent to cross with other 
species or cultivars because it has a lot of 
pollen.  According to our knowledge, some 
camellias which can be parents to cross with 
C.changii are recommended as:-
Species :- C. amplexicaulis, 
C. chekiangoleosa, C. giganticarpa,  
C. handelii, C. sasanqua, C. subintegra, 
C. yuhsiensis. 
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Cultivars :- ‘Black Magic’, ‘Daikagura’, 
‘Donation’, ‘Dr Robert K.Cutter’,  
‘High Fragrance’, ‘Night Rider’,  
‘Royal Velvet’, ‘Ville de Nantes’,  
‘Winter’s Charm’, ‘Winter’s Joy’. 

Some experiments have shown that the 
pollen of C.changii has a higher germination 
rate the higher the temperature -- the fertility 
of the pollen is higher and the germination 
quicker. To add a solution of 15% cane sugar 
and 0.02% boric acid can promote the pollen 
germination. Pollen can be stored under the 
temperature of -20C [-4 F] or under liquid 
nitrogen.

It is very easy to cross with C.changii. It 
should be pointed out that the pistils in some 
flowers of C.changii are degenerate -- we 
cannot find their styles  (Photo 12) . These 
kinds of flowers are infertile and can’t be 
used for crossing C.changii.

We have crossed many flowers of C.changii 
with other camellias since 2006. Several 
interspecific hybrids with C.changii have 
been obtained at present. These hybrids 
are  observably different from C.changii 
in morphology. A seedling of C.changii 
x C.chekiangoleosa, for example, has 
leaves that are larger than C.changii, and 
a seedling of C.changii x ‘Daikagura’ has 
leaves which look like ‘Daikagura’ leaves. 

11. C. changii hybridizing scene.

12. Degenerated pistil in a C.changii flower.

It seems that the F1 seedlings produced by 
C.changii as female parent usually tend to 
resemble their male parents in morphology. 
We are looking forward to hybrids that 
express the special character of a long 
blooming period which is like C.changii.

We are sure that some new hybrids which 
can bloom every month will be created in 
the near future, if camellia people around 
the world do the hybridizations actively. 
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Growing Camellias in 
Germany in Open Ground

By Klaus Urban

Klaus and Helga Urban are well known 
for their “white garden” in Frankfurt, and 
many of those white blossomed plants are 
camellias. They report on how they ensure 
that their camellias thrive in this region of 
Germany.

C.j.‘Charlotte de Rothschild’

C.j.‘Shirobotan’

C.x w. ‘China Clay’

The last report on the subject was given 
in the International Camellia Journal in 
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1999. It was given by an American friend 
from USDA Zone 6a, leaving the camellia 
community to believe that all of Germany is 
as inhospitable as his area. This is definitely 
not so.

Indeed, looking at the broad geographical 
characteristics of Germany, you might 
get the impression that growing camellias 
outdoors here must be a hopeless venture. 
The situation of Germany ranges between 
55° latitude north, comparable to Labrador 
and 47°south (Newfoundland). California, 
on the other hand ranges from 42° latitude 
north, equivalent to Italy/Rome and 32° 
latitude south (North Africa/Morocco).

If it were not for the warming effects of the 
North Atlantic Gulf Stream there would be 
no camellias in Germany--- or anywhere 
else in Europe north of the Alps--- at all.  

The climate in Germany is indeed far from 
being camellia-friendly, being mostly 
classed as climatic zones 6 and 7, with rare 
situations being classed as zone 8. Zone 9 , 
which is considered camellia-friendly does 
not exist at all.

Long term data for 1961-1990 show average 
temperatures :- minimum 4.6C, maximum 
12.4C and 104 days of frost.

However, 10-20 million people live in the 
areas close to the River Rhone and its lower 
tributaries, which have a climate classed as 
zone 8, which allows them to grow camellias 
outdoors.

Our own garden near Frankfurt/Main enjoys 
this climate. Frost at night is normal but rare 
during the day. However, rapid temperature 
changes are a problem.

We have three options for growing camellias 
outside :-
1. Plant in the open ground.
2. Plant in big containers with winter 

protection.

3. Plant in small containers taken inside 
during spells of frost

1. In open ground. Important considerations:-
the selection of location, selection of 
cultivars, winter protection for young plants 
and protection from early morning sun in 
January and February.

View of our own garden in winter (5)

‘China Clay’ covered with horticultural fleece (6)

2. In big containers with winter protection. 
Important considerations :- effective root 
ball protection, (cocoshell mats around the 
pot, not bubble wrapping the plant).

3. In small containers taken inside during 
spells of frost. Important considerations:- 
you need to be available and you need to 
have somewhere to keep the plants during 
frosty periods. We only have about 20 plants 
needing this care.

The containers stay outside most of the 
year, only being taken inside during the 
odd nights, (about 20 a year), which occur 
intermittently, when frost is forecast. They 
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are put back outside each day. Frost during 
the day occurs only about once every ten 
years.

A 35 year old plant of C.j. ‘Hagoromo’ in a 
public area in Essen, which inspired us to try 

growing camellias in the open ground. (7)

C.j. ‘Adolphe Audusson in a public area in 
Frankfurt. (8) 

C.x williamsii ‘Jury’s Yellow’ protected by 
coconut fibre mat.

We forgot to protect this plant one year 
but were pleasantly surprised to see it still 

alive next spring.

C.j.’Snowman’ in a large container next to it. 
(10)

In the open ground our autumn flowering 
camellias are chosen for their early flowering 
period, with the first flowers in October, 
sometimes even in September, with the 
first frosts bringing an end to the show, 
usually in mid-November but sometimes in 
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mid-December. This means 2-3 months of 
exciting flowers at an often very dull period 
of the year. C. sasanqua ‘Asakura’ gives 
a great show in mid-October, followed by 
‘Early Pearly’. C. sinensis var sinensis starts 
early too.

Summary. Our spring flowering camellias 
have a long flowering period, from mid-
March to the end of May, when temperatures 
rise above 25C, petals turn flabby and flower 
buds fail to open, even if temperatures go 
down later.

Conditions in Germany vary substantially 
from absolutely impossible to fairly 
favourable. Few people own a greenhouse 
for proper cultivation inside. It is not an 
easy place to grow camellias outside, even 
in those areas which are fairly favourable. 
However, millions of people live in these 
areas, own a garden or have room for 
big containers. Millions more, living in 
a favourable situation, have a balcony 
suitable for growing camellias in small pots 
most of the year, being taken inside during 
the occasional short spell of frosty weather 
only.

An increasing number of people have 
realised over recent years that growing 
camellias outside is, while still being a 
challenge, much less frustrating, indeed very 
rewarding compared to growing camellias 
inside, which proved impossible in our 
centrally heated homes.

My wife, Helga and I have been encouraging 
and continue to encourage thousands of 
people by role modelling and taking guided 
tours in our small town near Frankfurt, 
providing advice during our annual camellia 
show at the Frankfurt Palmengarten, (a plant 
show over 4 weeks, not a bloom show).

We also lecture on the subject at various 
locations in Germany, and our two books on 
encouraging camellia growing outside are 
increasingly successful. 

Theories about the origin 
of the first European 

camellias 
by Eduardo de la Rubia Huete

Eduardo de la Rubia Huete was a long-
standing member of the ICS in Spain. Sadly, 
he died on 13th March 2008, just before the 
Congress.

Besides exhibiting prize-winning blooms in 
Galician camellia shows, he developed a 
deep interest in the history of camellias in 
this part of Spain.

The following is an abbreviation of his 
paper, the full text of which may be obtained 
from the Editor.

1)  Introduction

The lack of specific data on the origin of 
the first European camellias, as to where 
they came from or when they arrived, 
leads to a controversy difficult to resolve.  
In the following pages I will try to expand 
an existing theory on this matter, without 
intending to contradict the rest. I will also 
present some novel information which 
would make it more credible.

I have prepared my thesis from the research 
which I have carried out after listening 
to Dr. Chuji Hiruki at the conference of 
the International Camellia Society held at 
Locarno, in Switzerland,  in March 2005.   
He presented the result of his research on 
the importance that the camellia had in the 
first Christian churches in Japan.

Eduardo’s full thesis contains a recap of the 
information known about the introduction of 
camellias in Germany, the U.K., Italy, and 
Portugal.  His recap in particular discussed 
hypotheses of ICS director Clara Gil de 
Seabra and German members Helga and 
Klaus Urban, regarding the introduction of 
camellias into Europe.
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Helga and Klaus Urban maintain, just as 
Clara Gil de Seabra pointed out to us, that 
it was the Portuguese sailors and merchants, 
to whom the Urbans add the English, Dutch 
and the missionaries, who could have been 
able to bring the first news of camellias.  
Bear in mind that Macao, a Portuguese 
colony, was the first European base on the 
Chinese coast.

The Portuguese sailors arrived for the first 
time on the Japanese coast in 1543 and a few 
years later in 1549, they were accompanied 
by Francisco Javier and other Jesuits.

Therefore, even though the authors well 
recognize the non-existence of documents 
that would confirm it, they consider very 
credible the possibility that the first camellias 
arrived in Europe around 1550.  This could 
explain the camellias of enormous sizes 
existing in the country estate of the Counts 
of Campobello, in Vila Nova de Gaia, in 
Italy.

A picture from the 16th Century of the 
Virgin Mary with a white camellia has been 
discovered in Japan, which is connected 
with the presence of Francisco Javier. 
Professor Chuji Hiruki already provided us 
with sufficient information about this, with 
photographs.

In summary of all these theories, in my 
opinion, it could be possible to draw the 
following conclusions.

• There is controversy with respect to the 
date of planting and the origin of the first 
camellias arriving at Europe.  In Germany, 
England, and Italy, they regard their 
camellias as the oldest in Europe, even 
though in all instances they lack objective 
facts in order to prove it.

• In spite of that, in each one of these 
countries, they possess more or less 
specific references to the date on which 
their first camellia was planted, and 

artistic expressions of various kinds -
- books, pictures, sculptures, and so on -
- which could exist with reproductions of 
camellias from before the date on which it 
is assumed that these were planted.

• As things stand, Clara Gil de Seabra 
maintains that it is quite probable that live 
plants of C.japonica arrived in Europe -- 
at least to Spain and Portugal -- before the 
date on which it has been assumed until 
now that they did.

Photo 1:  Principal details of the picture 
“Fifteen mysteries of Mary”,  

University of Kyoto

2)  The Specific Case of Spain

As in the countries already mentioned, in 
Spain we also lack the documents which 
would undeniably prove not only the 
year of planting of our first camellias, but 
even the route they followed to reach our 
country.  Information exists only on some 
Galician estates and of course, none is direct 
evidence.

Among this information, in the Pazo de Santa 
Cruz de Ribadulla, in Vedra, A Coruña -- the 
property of Don Alfonso Armada Comyn 
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-- letters are preserved in which a more 
specific reference to camellias is made.  It 
is shown by Professors Izco and Rodriguez 
Dacal from these letters of Armada Comyn 
and his son, Alfonso Armada Diez de Rivera, 
that -- based on a notebook written during 
the final quarter of the 19th century by one 
known as “Tio Ivan” -- the planting of their 
“old camellia” came toward the end of the 
18th Century or the beginning of the 19th 
Century.  

The professors describe the dimensions of 
this camellia in the following way:  

“The monumental camellia...has in its favour 
a good physical and healthy aspect, coming 
from a hefty trunk from which a vertical 
angle, from the base to the cross, indicates 
that it can be thought of as two soldered parts 
of considerable circumference -- 1.9 meters 
in width, taken at one meter from the base; 
the point of division into three branches, 
1.10 meters, 1.10 meters, and 0.85 meters 
respectively.” 

In their book, Izco and Rodrigues Dacal 
also report on other important camellia 
trees in Galicia, with detailed descriptions. 
I will not reproduce here in total, in order 
not to excessively prolong the present work. 
I will cite only some of them, indicating 
the dimensions which appear in the book, 
in a way that you can better appreciate the 
calibre of these specimens.

Nicolás Badía Varela has measured the 
camellia “Pantalones”, called thus because 
of the Y-form of the two trunks into which 
the main trunk branches, planted in his 
family’s estate in Ames, A Coruña:

“The trunk at its base measures 3.06 meters 
in circumference.  After, it branches into 
two branches which, at 1.3 meters from the 
ground, also measure 1.74 m and 1.76 m in 
circumference.  The total height is 12.1 m, 
and its biomass is 2.75 cu.m.”

Prepared from his research on the family 
records, Badía has expounded a theory of 
when the camellia was planted:  The date of 
planting “could have been fixed around the 
1780s,” he says.

Besides the difference of dimension in these 
trees, another considerable difference exists 
which should not pass unnoticed.  There 
are differences in colour, and above all, the 
shape of the flowers -- not all are simple 
shapes -- which suggests that they would not 
all have come from seed.

Such is the case of the camellia “Pantalones”, 
whose flowers are pink in some branches 
and white in others, and both are of a rose 
shape.

Nevertheless, as no records exist which 
confirm the exact date on which they were 
planted, nor even the route through which 
they arrived at Europe, it all lends itself to 
multiple speculation.  

Because of this, Dr. Carmen Salinero, in 
her paper at the Locarno congress, cited 
three theories about the origin of our oldest 
camellias:  

The first version maintains that old varieties 
of Chinese camellias and new varieties of 
English camellias could have been brought 
to Portugal by wine merchants through the 
port of Porto at the beginning of the 19th 
century, and then, had crossed the border to 
arrive in Spain.

The second version maintains that travelling 
salesmen of French plants came from France, 
following the north coast, and arriving at 
Galicia, carrying many of the old varieties 
(T.J. Savige, 1981).

The third version is based on the existence 
of the Valencian establishment of Gonzalez 
Vais, who in 1852 offered hundreds of 
varieties in his catalogue,  including  291 
varieties of C.japonica, slightly fewer
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Camellia Situation Height  

(in meters)
Height at base 
(in meters)

Circumference 
(in meters)

Dimensions 
(in meters)

C. del Pazo de Santa 
Cruz

Vedra, A 
Coruña

7.5 1.00 1.90 5 x 5

C. “Pantalones” of 
Pazo de Lens

Ames, A 
Coruña

12.5 0.40 2.74 12 x 11

C. “Matusalén” of 
Pazo de Castrelos

Vigo 7.5 0.25 3.75 16 x 14

C. of Castillo de 
Soutomaior

Soutomaior, 
Pontevedra

9.5 0.25 4.50 17 x 12

C. bicolor of Pazo de 
Oca

A Estrada, 
Pontevedra

6.5 0.10 2.75 8 x 8

C. reticulata of Pazo 
de Oca

A Estrada, 
Pontevedra

10.5 1.50 1.55 9 x 7

C.sasanqua, and a variety of C.reticulata  
(“Reticulata flower -- very large, light pink” 
-- Odriozola).  

Subsequently, new work has developed 
two theories on which Alfonso Armada 
Diez de Rivera and I have been working 
on independently for some time.  Alfonso 
Armada maintains that the camellias could 
have arrived at Europe through the route 
from Manila or through India.  On the 
contrary, I am inclined to believe that it 
was the Jesuits who brought the plant to 
Europe, especially knowing the importance 
that the camellia had in Japan for the former 
Christians, as Professor Hiruki showed us in 
Locarno and in later studies.   

As we have already had the opportunity 
of confirming, my belief does not involve 
a new theory, since it has been amply 
cited in other studies.  But what could be 
new, in my opinion, is the evidence of the 
relationship between the Spanish Jesuits and 
the camellia. 

A hypothesis about the origin of the First 
European camellias

Part of the development of my theory rests 
on the outcome of research carried out 
by Professor Hiruki, but more from the 
knowledge of the baroque altarpiece existing 
in the Church of San Ildefonso (PP Jesuitas) 

of Toledo dedicated to San Francisco Javier.  
If it is accepted that the decoration of this 
altarpiece, profusely baroque, is based 
on camellias, we could then state with 
authority that its creator -- of the people who 
commissioned it -- knew perfectly not only 
the flower and its various forms, but also 
the importance that camellias had for the 
saint and the Christian churches of Japan, 
confirming the thesis of Professor Hiruki.

We would have to research the knowledge 
of or the information on the camellias which 
would have existed in Spain in the period 
in which the altar piece was constructed, 
starting at about the beginning of the 18th 
Century.

The studies of Lorenzo Pérez of Toledo have 
acquired great importance in this matter.  
These have come to us thanks to the book 
“Two historic news of the immortal Spanish 
Valencian botanist and priest Don Antonio 
José Cavanilles”, written by Dr. Eduardo 
Reyes Prósper, and the bio-bibliographic 
studies of Vanilles and Centi and La Gasca.  

Reyes Prósper tells us that Lorenzo Pérez 
was an apothecary of Toledo who flourished 
in the 16th Century.  He was a cultured 
humanist and a perceptive botanist.  After 
having mastered Greek and Latin, he 
travelled throughout Spain, Italy, and Asia 
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to see living many of the plants which the 
old authors described and at times confused.  
He considered the detailed observation of 
the structure of organs to be important and 
paid attention, especially, to the fruits in 
order to characterize the plants.

In his considerable publication,  
“De Medicamentorum simplicium et 
compositorum hodierno aevo opera nostros 
pharmacopolas extantium delectu”, printed 
in Toledo in 1598, the accuracy of his 
observations and the specificity of the names 
are outstanding for his time. 

4)  The development and justification of 
the hypothesis:  the Church of San Ildefonso 
in Toledo (PP. Jesuitas).

As happened in almost all the churches of the 
Society of Jesus -- the Jesuits -- the architects 
who planned the Church of San Ildefonso 
were inspired by the Roman Church of 
Gesu, which conferred on it a monumental 
character that suited a city like Toledo.  
Toledo was the capital of the Kingdom and 
the seat of the Spanish parliament for many 
centuries, and even now, is the seat of the 
cardinal primate of the Spanish church.  

The church has a floorplan like a Latin cross 
with a transept and four lateral chapels on 
each side.  Two of these chapels are situated 
opposite each other; each is occupied by 
a baroque altarpiece of identical structure  
-- they were constructed by the same artist 
in the same period -- but with completely 
different decorations. The one which 
interests us is dedicated to San Francisco 
Javier.

These altarpieces are attributed to the 
sculptor Diego Rodríguez de Luna, father 
of the prestigious sculptors of Toledo, Pedro 
and Jan Felix R. de Luna.  The two sons 
were paid some 1,086 reals in the month of 
August 1756, for making two carved altar 
tables for the assistants of the Jesuit Fathers.  

From that fact, it is easy to deduce that 
the altarpieces made by their father were 
constructed before that, during the beginning 
of the 18th Century.

From 1708 to April 1712, the master 
craftsman Diego carved “the picture of San

Photo 2:  Altarpiece of San Francisco Javier

Photo 3: “Picture of San Ildefonso”, on the 
front of the church of the PP. Jesuitas of Toledo, 

in which some of the carved camellias have 
been highlighted.
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Ildefonso and the coats of arms of its 
founders” in white stone and placed them in 
iron and lead on the front of the  church. 

According to Professor Juan Nicolau Castro, 
a scholar of the baroque sculpture of Toledo, 
one has to take into account that the works 
of the church construction were suspended 
in 1718 and were not resumed until 1752.  
It is a possibility that the altarpieces could 
have been constructed during that interval, 
although not after 1730, according to what 
Professor Nicolau Castro told me.

In the following photographs you can confirm 
the details of the decoration of the altarpiece, 
very different from the altarpiece of Nuestra 
Señora of Los Dolores, constructed at the 
same time (photos 4, 5, 6).

But in my opinion,  an even more noticeable 
difference between both altarpieces exists 
than the distinct form of decoration. Not only 
is the simulation of these doors radically 
different, but also those corresponding to the 
altarpiece of San Francisco Javier have been 
decorated in a form very characteristic of and 
similar to that of some glass doors existing 
in certain Christian churches in Japan.

Irene and Bárbara F. Caride,  horticulturists 
of great prestige in Vigo, have studied 
the flowers of the altarpiece in-situ, with 
the patience and meticulousness more 
characteristic of entomologists than of 
horticulturists and have no doubt that they 
are camellias. 

Was the artist inspired by the engravings 
or by the real flowers?  Was he personally 
familiar with the flowers or did he receive 
information from those who gave the 
commission?

To address these questions, we must 
connect Diego Rodríguez de Luna with 
the apothecary Lorenzo Perez, the scholar 
who tried to impose order and discipline 
on names and plants.  Given the credit and

Photo 4

Photo 5



106

Photos (4, 5,) 6: details of the rich decoration 
of the altarpiece, in which some of the camellias 

have been highlighted, indicating the distinct 
shapes they have.

Photo 7:  detail of the decoration of one of the 
side doors

fame acquired by Lorenzo Pérez, it is not 
strange that, on receiving the commission 
of the altarpiece, Diego R. de Luna would 
use the apothecary’s book as a model.  The 
accuracy with which the different forms of 
the camellia are reproduced -- the altarpiece 
is sculpted in plaster -- would only be

Photo 8:  detail of the interior decoration with 
white camellias in the church in Kashiragashima.

Photo 9:  walls in the church of Nakanoura 
decorated with camellias of four red petals and 

six leaves. (See p106, IC Journal 2005)

possible by relying on very precise models.

Lamentably, the expulsion from Spain that 
the Jesuits suffered in the period of the reign 
of Carlos (Charles)III (1767), makes it very 
difficult to find information in its churches.  
It remains, therefore, an open matter for 
new research to try to obtain more precise 
facts.  For my part, I will also dare to set out 
a hypothesis, the fruit of the reflection and 
the reading which I have done on this matter 
in recent months.

The work on the church of San Ildefonso 
began at the end of 1628 or the beginning of 
1629 and lasted, in its first phase, until 1679, 
although the project began shortly after the 
signing of the document to transfer the land 
on 4 June 1605.

So the fulfillment of the project to build 
the church coincides approximately with 
the end of the great upheaval for Christians 
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in Japan during which they were cruelly 
persecuted.  Moreover, on dates very near 
those of the commencement of the works, 
Francisco Javier was beatified in 1619, and 
then in 1622, a saint, together with Father 
Ignacio de Loyola, so it is understandable 
that tribute would be paid to San Francisco 
Javier in it.  In addition, a flower, the camellia, 
would be used as a decorative element -- so 
important for the Christians of Japan, who 
had been baptized by the saint and shortly 
before had managed to free themselves from 
the great persecution to which they had 
been subjected.  And it is therefore, in my 
opinion, sufficiently probable that the main 
role of the camellias in the altarpiece, was 
part of that tribute. 

7)  Conclusions

Why could it not have been the Jesuits -
- experts in the symbolism of the camellia 
among Japanese Christians -- who brought 
it to Europe?  If that were the case, Mrs. Gil 
de Seabra would be right when she claims to 
be “absolutely convinced that live plants of 
camellias were introduced into Portugal long 
before what is largely referred to in most of 
the literature existing on the matter.”  

If Jesuits brought them into Portugal, it 
was probably through the port of Lisbon 
from where the Spanish Jesuits left on their 
journey to the Orient.  Moreover, according 
to a bibliography that exists on the journeys, 
as well as on the history of the Society of 
Jesus in Galicia, Lisbon was probably also 
the port in which they disembarked on their 
return to Spain.

Among these missionaries, Juan Beira 
travelled shortly after Francisco Javier did.  
He was the first Galician Jesuit and one 
of the men closest to the saint, whom he 
accompanied during some of his journeys 
to the Far East while on his important 
evangelical mission.  Just like Beira, in later 
years other Galician Jesuits travelled with 

the same destination, also leaving from the 
port of Lisbon.  In such a way, possibly, they 
could have been those who -- during this 
rising tide of journeys -- had brought the first 
information about camellias and even plants.  
Could it be possible, therefore, to deduce 
that the Galician and Portuguese camellias 
are the oldest in Europe, corresponding to 
the gigantic size that some have?  

It will be useful to investigate the historical 
background of the family owners of 
these monumental camellias, and to try to 
determine possible connections with the 
Society of Jesus that could explain their 
origin.  It is even likely that an absolute 
truth cannot be derived, but perhaps we 
can manage, at least, to note the date of 
the camellias’ planting and the route they 
followed to arrive at the hands of these 
families.  Remember that in the documents 
of the Quinta de Campobello in Portugal, 
information is available about the trip made 
to Japan by the count’s sons.

In addition, another route of inquiry exists:  
the influence of the camellia in art.  I am 
certain that other paintings and sculptures 
exist, in which camellias might be depicted, 
certainly in the form of a flower or a bush.  
By way of example, look and see if some 
bushes in flower don’t form part of the 
landscape painted by Jan van Eyck in 1432. 
Could they be camellias?  If we were to base 
our answer entirely on the date on which they 
were painted, obviously we would say not.  
But who has the authority to categorically 
confirm it? 
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An occasion for Wilhelma; 

finding ‘Sophie’
Waldemar Max Hansen

In 2001  I received an invitation to give a talk 
about camellias in Europe on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of the Australian 
Camellia Society in Perth, Australia,  
in August 2002. After some hesitation I 
agreed, although some people wondered 
what I would be doing in this hot and stony 
region. Despite misgivings I did go and was 
pleasantly surprised by the beautiful green 
countryside in which Perth is set. I had 
researched sites in Europe for this talk where 
old camellias could be found. Aside from 
the oldest Camellia House in Wollaton Hall 
near Nottingham, England, built specially 
for camellias, the oldest camellia collection 
in Chiswick House, London, the Pillnitzer 
camellia near Dresden, Germany, the royal 
conservatories for camellias in Laeken, 
Brussels, I had also chosen the history of 
the Wilhelma in Stuttgart, Germany for my 
main topic. 
I was given the opportunity to give this talk 
again at the ICS congress in 2005. For this I 
edited the talk further and added a few more 
pictures. One of the pictures was an old 
picture of C. j. ‘Sophia’. Mrs. Mary Caroni, 
who was ICS Director for the Swiss region 
at the time, made this photo available to me. 
I visited the island of S. Miguel in the 
Azores, so I could take part in the second 
meeting of the international symposium for 
old camellias. Here I met Mr. Joao Forjaz 
Sampaio again, who had also been at the 
ICS Congress 2005 in Locarno. He told me 
that the C. j. ‘Sophia’ grew on S. Miguel in 
Furnas. It is known there under the name 
of C. j. ‘Autonomia dos Acores’ and came 
to the Azores as a seedling from Belgium.  
Mr. Sampaio promised to send me a plant.
The C. j. ‘Sophia’ was named by her grower 
Glym from Utrecht after Princess Sophie, 
daughter of King Wilhelm I of Württemberg.

Flowers from modern plant.

Painting of historic flowers

Princess Sophie
Sophie came to Holland as a princess and 
later became Queen of the Netherlands.  I 
have now received the camellia and want 
to donate it to the “Wilhelma” Zoological, 
Botanical Gardens and in this way bring 
“Princess Sophie” to her father’s garden. 
May it thrive and give a lot of pleasure to 
the visitors.
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Book Reviews

author

SASANQUA
Edited by Xu Bi Yu, Lin Tian Fei  

and Louh Shiao Min

This new camellia reference book is 
written in Chinese. It has 134 pages with 
vivid pictures covering sasanquas in their 
origin, history, characteristcs, classification, 
horticultural value, cultivation, propagation, 
disease and pest control, application and 
hybridisation. It is an excellent reference for 
the growing number of Chinese gardeners 
and many others. It is also of value for non-
Chinese speakers for its photos of Chinese 
originated sasanquas, many of which have 
not been shown in other sources before, 
amongst those from Japan and other parts of 
the world. All cultivars are labelled in both 
Chinese and English text.

Chinese Sasanqua origin was tied with Lut-
Chuen Island (Okinawa). Sasanquas have 
been cultivated in China for 1,200 years and 
written documents date back to 618 AD. The 
island people travelled each year to Beijing 
with gifts for the emperors, until 1879.

In recent years China has collected many 
sasanqua cultivars from Japan, the US, 
Ausatralia and New Zealand. Many 
southern areas in China are well suited to 
growing sasanquas, particularly to meet 

the huge demand for landscaping plants. 
It is likely that many new sasanquas and 
their hybrids will be developed following 
the establishment of the Chinese Camellia 
Hybridisation Group in 2006.

John Wang. California.

Title :-  “Sasanqua”
Published by Zhejiang Science & Technology 
Press.  Editorial contact is Ms Sun MeiMei. 
E-mail address :- smm@zkpress.cn.com

Published 2007. Cloth.  134 pages, 21 x 
29cm, color photographs.

ISBN: 978-7-5341-3060-1

Price :- 75 yuan.

“CAMELIA’S”

by Luc Dhaeze-Van Ryssel and René De 
Herdt. Museum of Industrial Archaeology 
and Textiles (MIAT), Ghent, Belgium, 2008. 
208 pages. 

This book is subtitled “De camelia: Een 
‘aristocratische roos’” and “De eerste 
industriële plant van Gent” – ‘An aristocrat 
rose’, the first industrial plant of Ghent. And 
it fills a big hole in the literature of camellia 
history.

Although the Belgians essentially took over 
the major role in camellia hybridization from 
the English in the 1830s and 1840s, very 
little about their huge nursery operations 
has been published, except in books and 
catalogues that are now rare and not readily 
available to the public.

In addition to Philipp Franz von Siebold, 
Andreas Donkelarr, Alexander and 
Ambroise Verschaffelt, and Louis-Benoit 
Van Houtte, the activities of less-well-known 
nurserymen, such as Frans Van Cassel, Jan 
Van Geert, Lambert Jacob-Makay, Richard 
Courtois, Jean Linden, Henry Frederick 
Conrad Sander and Victor De Bisschop, 
are brought to life with the help of old 
photographs and engravings.
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A total of 427 Belgian cultivars are listed 
and 123 are described and illustrated. Most 
of the illustrations are from Dr. Shinichiro 
Kishikawa reprints of Verschaffelt’s 
Nouvelle Iconographie des Camellias 
(1848-1860), André Lemaire’s L’Illustration 
Horticole (1854-1896) and L’Abbé 
Berlèse’s “Iconographe du Genre Camellia” 
(1840-1843). But some, such as A. Mertens’ 
“Collection de cent espèces ou variétés 
du genre Camellia peintes d’après nature, 
soigneusement lithographiées et coloriées 
par Melle G. Fontaine”, are from more 
unusual sources. As far as is known, the only 
copies of the Mertens book of Fontaine’s 
paintings belong to the Collection of the 
Royal Society for Fruit and Horticulture 
at the Public Library in Brugge, Belgium, 
and in the Duke of Devonshire’s library at 
Chatsworth in England.

The book is in Flemish and can be obtained 
only from MIAT in Ghent. But much of the 
text has been translated into English, French 
and German and is available on CD that can 
be obtained separately from Pat Short in 
the U.K.  Book reference:  D/2008/3938/1.  
Price is  17 Euro + postage (sample postage:  
to countries in Europe including U.K., 8.50 
Euro; to Japan, 14.50 Euro). 

Contact details for book:

Museum of Industrial Archaeology and 
Textiles (MIAT)

Minnemeers 9, 9000 Ghent, Belgium

tel:  +32- 9- 269 42 00

publiekswerking.miat@gent.be

Contact details for CD:

Pat Short

41 Galveston Road, London SW15 2RZ, 
U.K.

tel:  +44- 20- 8870 6884

patricia_short@btconnect.com

CAMELIE DELL’OTTOCENTO  Vol 2

Published in 2007

This, the second volume produced by 
Professor Elena Accati and her team, 
especially Valentina Scariot, Dario Maria 
Lombardo and Francis Merlo, from the 
University of Torino in Italy is written in 
Italian. It is a continuation of the studies 
undertaken to describe and try to identify 
the camellias in the many historic gardens 
in the Piedmont region of northern Italy, 
particularly around Lake Maggiore.

Its particular value to non Italians is in the 
many photographs of blooms, accompanied 
by details and measurements of both flowers 
and leaves, plus other characteristics and 
information where relevant. The preceding 
pages of diagrams showing flower forms, 
and petal shapes, leaf characteristics are 
clear and useful.

In some instances the photographs are 
accompanied by prints from historic books 
and a name ascribed to the camellias. 
In others there is no name, thus leaving 
the reader to possibly make his/her own 
judgment or use for comparison in their own 
studies.

A list on page 145 gives the names of 
camellias and the locations where they may 
be seen in some of the gardens around Lake 
Maggiore.

The final 24 pages are devoted to hybridising, 
pests and diseases and other information 
relevant to camellia cultivation, with 
overseas contributions from Bob Cherry, 
Neville Haydon and Tom Nuccio.

Obtainable from :- 
Redazione presso Regione Piedmonte
Assessoroto Agricoltura- Corso Stati Uniti 
21, 10128 Torino
Tel. 011/432 4722 or 011432 4320
E-mail :- agricoltura@regione.piedmonte.it

Jennifer Trehane
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Developing the 

International Test 
Guideline of Distinctness, 
Uniformity and Stability 
for Ornamental Camellia 

Varieties

Jiyuan Li,1  Sui Ni,2  Xinlei Li,1  

Xiaoqing Zhang,1  Jiyin Gao1

1. Research Institute of Subtropical Forestry, 
Chinese Academy of Forestry, Fuyang, 
Zhejiang, China

2. Faculty of Life Science and Biotechnology, 
Ningbo University, Ningbo, Zhejiang, China

Abstract: The registration of a new plant 
variety is one of the forms of intellectual 
property rights in the world. Up to now, 
there are no international test guideline of 
distinctness, uniformity and stability for 
ornamental camellia varieties to use, as 
verification of the new camellia varieties, 
among the approved nearly 240 test 
guidelines in UPOV. Camellia was adopted 
as the discussion plant for test guidelines 
in the 40th technical working party of 
ornamental plants and forest trees (TWO) 
of UPOV in Kunming, China, from July 2 
to 6, 2007. The paper briefly introduces the 
draft of the test guideline for ornamental 
camellia.

1. Introduction

The International Union for the Protection 
of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) is 
an intergovernmental organization with 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. There 
are 65 member countries or organizations 
as of October 18, 2007, including Australia, 
China, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Spain, United 
Kingdom, United States of America, Viet 
Nam, the European Commission, etc.

UPOV was established by the International 
Convention for the Protection of New 
Varieties of Plants. The UPOV Convention 
came into force on August 10, 1968, having 
been ratified by the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands and Germany. The UPOV 
Convention was revised on November 10, 
1972, on October 23, 1978, and on March 
19, 1991, in order to reflect technological 
developments in plant breeding and 
experience acquired with the application of 
the UPOV Convention.

The objective of the Convention is the 
protection of new varieties of plants by an 
intellectual property right. States and certain 
intergovernmental organizations wanting to 
accede to the UPOV Convention have laws 
on plant variety protection in line with the 
1991 Act of the Convention.

The Camellia was adopted as a discussion 
plant in the 40th Technical Working Party for 
Ornamental Plants and Forest Trees (TWO) 
session of UPOV held in Kunming of China 
from July 2 to 6, 2007. Dr. Jiyuan Li was the 
leading expert for drafting a Test Guideline. 
Interested experts from Japan, Kenya, 
Korea, New Zealand, United Kingdom, and 
the international community of breeders of 
asexually reproduced ornamental and fruit-
tree varieties (CIOPORA) at that meeting. 

2. Framework of the Test Guideline for 
ornamental camellia varieties

There are ten parts in the draft of Test 
Guideline involved from subject, material, 
method, characteristic table, illustrated 
explanation, technical questionnaire, and so 
on.

3. Key Points of the Drafter

3.1.  Material Required

The competent authorities decide on the 
quantity and quality of the plant material 
required for testing the variety and when 
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and where it is to be delivered.  Applicants 
submitting material from a State other than 
that in which the testing takes place must 
ensure that all customs formalities and 
phytosanitary requirements are complied 
with. 

The material is to be supplied in the form 
of two-year-old grafted plants or rooted 
cuttings. The minimum quantity of plant 
material, to be supplied by the applicant, 
should be 10 grafted planted or rooted 
cuttings.

3.2.  Method of Examination

Conditions for Conducting the 
Examination: The tests should be carried 
out under conditions ensuring satisfactory 
growth for the expression of the relevant 
characteristics of the variety and for the 
conduct of the examination. Observations 
should be made on plants which are at least 
one year after being planted. It is suggested 
that plants be cultured in the greenhouse or 
in the conditioned environment. The same 
observations on test plants are required to be 
conducted within the same day. The growing 
media, fertilization and soil moisture for 
growing tested planted should be treated 
uniformly.

Number of Plants / Parts of Plants to be 
Examined: Unless otherwise indicated, all 
observations should be made on 10 plants 
or parts taken from each of 10 plants.  In 
the case of parts of plants, the number to 
be taken from each of the plants should be 
one.

3.3.  Assessment of Distinctness, 
Uniformity and Stability 

3.3.1  Distinctness

Consistent Differences:

The differences observed between varieties 
may be so clear that more than one growing 
cycle is not necessary.  In addition, in 

some circumstances, the influence of the 
environment is such that not more than a 
single growing cycle is required to provide 
assurance that the differences observed 
between varieties are sufficiently consistent.  
One means of ensuring that a difference in 
a characteristic, observed in a growing trial, 
is sufficiently consistent is to examine the 
characteristic in at least two independent 
growing cycles.

Clear Differences:

Determining whether a difference between 
two varieties is clear depends on many 
factors, and should consider, in particular, 
the type of expression of the characteristic 
being examined, i.e. whether it is expressed 
in a qualitative, quantitative, or pseudo-
qualitative manner.  Therefore, it is 
important that users of these Test Guidelines 
are familiar with the recommendations 
contained in the General Introduction prior 
to making decisions regarding distinctness.

3.3.2  Uniformity

It is of particular importance for users of 
these Test Guidelines to consult the General 
Introduction prior to making decisions 
regarding uniformity.  However, the 
following points are provided for elaboration 
or emphasis in these Test Guidelines.

For the assessment of uniformity, a 
population standard of 1% and an acceptance 
probability of at least 95 % should be 
applied.  In the case of a sample size of 10 
plants, one off-type is allowed.

3.3.3  Stability

In practice, it is not usual to perform tests 
of stability that produce results as certain 
as those of the testing of distinctness 
and uniformity.  However, experience 
has demonstrated that, for many types of 
variety, when a variety has been shown to 
be uniform, it can also be considered to be 
stable.
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Where appropriate, or in cases of doubt, 
stability may be tested, either by growing a 
further generation, or by testing a new seed 
or plant stock to ensure that it exhibits the 
same characteristics as those shown by the 
previous material supplied.

4. Table of Characteristics

On the basis of field investigation of 
numerous camellia cultivars during the last 
several years, there are 50 characteristic 
chosen as the major characters in describing 
camellia cultivars, of which 2 for plant 
features, 2 for bud features, 18 for leaf blade 
features, one for shoot feature, 3 for bract or 
sepal features, and 24 flower features.

Characteristics 1: Plant: stem type

1 3 5
Shrub semi-arbor arbor

Characteristics 2: Plant: growth habit

1 3 5 7
upright semi-

upright
spreading drooping

Characteristics 3: Bud: color of fresh buds

1 2 3 4 5
yellowish 
green

green purple 
green

purple 
red

dark  
red

Characteristics 4: Bud: arrangement of 
axillary buds

3 5 7
single two cluster

Characteristics 5: Leaf Blade: density

3 5 7
sparse medium dense

Characteristics 6: Leaf Blade:
arrangement

3 5 7
penniform opposite spiral

Characteristics 7: Leaf: attitude

1 2 3
upwards outwards downwards

Characteristics 8: Leaf blade: thickness

1 3 5
thin medium thick

Characteristics 9: Leaf Blade: flexility

1 3 5
low medium high

Characteristics 10: Leaf Blade:size

1 3 5 7 9
very 
small

Small medium large very 
large
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Characteristics 11: Leaf Blade: shape

1 2 3 4 5 6
ovate obovate broad 

ovate
elliptic elon- 

gated 
oblong

lance-
olate

Characteristics 12: Leaf Blade: pubescence

1 9
absent present

Characteristics 13: Leaf: visibility of veins

3 5 7
weak medium strong

Characteristics 14: Leaf Blade:  
shine of upper surface.

3 5 7
weak medium strong

Characteristics 15: Color of the upper 
matured leaves

1 2 3 4
yellowish 
green

green bottle 
green

dark green

Characteristics 16: Leaf Blade: spot

1 9
absent present

Characteristics 17: Leaf blade:  
Cross section

3 5 7
incurved flat recurved

Characteristics 18: Leaf blade:  margin

1 2 3 4 5
entire serrulate serrate denticulate irregular

Characteristics 19: Leaf blade:  
shape of base

1 2 3 4
acute obtuse rounded auriculate

Characteristics 20: Leaf Blade: apex shape

1 2 3 4
caudate acuminate apiculate obtuse

5 6 7
rounded retuse laciniate
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Characteristics 21: Leaf Blade:  
length of acuminate tip

3 5 7
short medium long

Characteristics 22: Leaf Blade: length of 
petiole

1 3 5 7
absent short medium long

Characteristics 23: Shoot:  
color of young shoot

1 2 3 4 5
yellowish 

green green pink reddish 
brown

yellowish 
brown

Characteristics 24: Bract or Sepal: shape

1 2 3
elliptic ovate obovate

Characteristics 25: Bract or Sepal:  
color of outer side

1 2 3 4
yellowish 
green or 

green

yellow purple 
red

brown

Characteristics 26: Bract or Sepal:  
shape of tip

1 2 3
acuminate obtuse retuse

Characteristics 27: Flower Bud: type

1 2
acrogenouse axillary

Characteristics 28: Flower: diameter

1 2 3 4 5
very 
small

small medium large very 
large

Characteristics 29: Flower: form

1 2 3
single semi-double anemone 

form

4 5 6
peony form rose-form 

double
formal double

Characteristics 30: Flower: thickness of 
petal

3 5 7
thin medium thick

Characteristics 31: Flower: shape of 
petal tip

1 2 3
obtuse rounded retuse
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Characteristics 32: Flower: margin of 
petal

1 9
entire serrate

Characteristics 33: Flower: curliness of 
petal

3 5 7
incurved flat recurved

Characteristics 34:  Flower: shape of 
petals of the first outside round

1 2 3 4 5
ovate obovate elongated 

obovate
elliptic rounded

Characteristics 35: Flower: undulation 
of petal

1 3 5
absent or 

weak
medium strong

Characteristics 36: Flower: visibility of 
petal veins

1 3 5
weak medium strong

Characteristics 37: Flower: type of sepal 
coloration

1 9
single multiple

Characteristics 38: Flower:Main color of 
inner side of the first outside round petal

RHS Color charts.

Characteristics 39: Flower: distribution 
pattern of the secondary color

1 2 3 4
spot radiated 

stripe
dot and  
stripe

picotee

Characteristics 40: Flower: position of 
the secondary color in the petal

1 2 3 4
even base center margin

Characteristics 41: Flower: secondary 
color of inner side of the first outside 
round sepals

RHS color charts.

Characteristics 42: Flower: quantity of 
stamen

1 2 3 4
absent small medium large

Characteristics 43: Flower: distribution 
pattern of the secondary color

1 2 3      4
sasanqua circular apricot tea whisk

5 6 7 8
pinched tubular split dispersed
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Characteristics 44: Flower: petalisation 
of stamens

1 2 3 4
absent partly anther entire

Characteristics 45: Flower: quantity of 
splitted style

1 2 3 4 5
one two three four five

Characteristics 46: Flower: position of 
style splitting

3 5 7
low medium high

Characteristics 47: Flower: position of 
stigma relative to stamens

3 5 7
below same level above

Characteristics 48: Flower: ovary hairs

1 9
absent present

Characteristics 49: Flower: frequenceof  
flowering in a year

1 9
single multiple

Characteristics 50: Flower: time of full 
blossom of the single flowering variety

1 3 5 7
very early early medium late
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The International  
Camellia Register  

Second Supplement
Neville Haydon,  

International Registrar for Camellias

In accordance with a decision first taken 
at the Miyazaki Congress in 1999, the ICS 
will publish a Second Supplement in 2010. 
It will be in the same format as the Register 
and the First Supplement, and will include 
again the 70 pages of new cultivars from the 
First Supplement. Thus it will contain all 
new information from 1991 to 2010.

Our responsibility as custodians of the 
nomenclature for the genus, appointed 
by the International Commission for the 
Nomenclature of Cultivated Plants, is to 
periodically publish all such information 
in printed form. While our new website 
will be a wonderful quick reference when 
fully updated, it is not acceptable to the 
Commission as a first publication, simply 
because it can so easily be altered or erased 
by whoever has uploaded it.

To carry out our obligations, we firstly 
work in co-operation with the various 
national camellia societies who operate 
registration systems, namely America, 
Australia, China, Italy, and New Zealand. 
Japanese publications are found by our 
faithful correspondent Shigeo Matsumoto, 
and our ICS Registrar Andrew Simons will 
accept registrations (forms available on the 
website) from all other countries. When 
possible, camellias are best registered and 
published in their own countries, where 
they will create most interest, and where 
any ambiguities can be discussed and 
resolved by the National Registrars. I then 
gather these registrations from the national 
publications, the ICS Journal, and Shigeo’s 
advice, for our use. Note that publication is 
the keyword, and is the requirement of the 
Commission. Registration is simply a good 
method of ensuring that a new cultivar is 
fully described when published, and on 

a form which can be held indefinitely. A 
registration should only be undertaken when 
plants of the cultivar are to be propagated 
and distributed.

From my point of view as International 
Registrar, collecting up these registrations 
is the easy part of my job. The difficult 
part, for which I have to ask assistance 
from members, is to seek out published 
information on cultivars which have not 
gone through a registration system, also 
any substantial new information about 
previously recorded cultivars. We are equally 
obliged to publish this information, either as 
validating a new name if sufficient details 
are given,  noting it as an invalid publication 
if not, and making any necessary alterations 
or additions to entries in the Register and 
First Supplement.

To make the Second Supplement as complete 
as possible, I ask members to acquaint me of 
any books, catalogues or other publications 
in which you can see new cultivars or 
information unlikely to have come to my 
notice. The following major publications 
have already been checked;
The Nomenclature of Japanese Camellias 
and Sasanquas 1999,  Japan Camellia Society
Chinese Camellia Culture, 2003     China 
Camellia Society
Camellia Nomenclature, 2006,    Southern 
California Camellia Society
Antique Camellias of Lake Maggiore    
Hillebrand and Bertolazzi
O Mundo da Camélia    Ferreira and Celina
Camellia Symphony    Luc d’Haeze.
The Identification and Appreciation of the 
World’s Outstanding Camellias,   Gao Jiyin
Also the retail catalogues of Nuccio’s 
Nurseries, Floracultura Lago Maggiore, 
Trehane Nursery, Camellia Haven and 
Kamelien Peter Fischer.
For anyone who can assist me with this 
work, my email address is nevhaydon@
xtra.co.nz.  My postal address is 4/6 Ingram 
St., Papakura, New Zealand, 2110.
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Some New Cultivar Registrations. Europe

Andrew Simons 

Amzer Nevez. (C. japonica). 
OP seedling. Originated Guingamp, 
France by Fañch Le Moal on behalf 
of the Camellia Association of 
Guingamp. First flowered 1986 
at circa 28 years. Introduced in 
2000 at the Guingamp Camellia 
Festival, plant originally mentioned 
in the ‘L’Écho de l’Armor et de 
l’Argoat’ newspaper 9 April 1998. 
An upright and regular shrub of 
slow growth rate.  Blooms early-mid 
season, white (RHS 155c) yellowing 
to the petal base (RHS 2d), single 
form of 4-6 cm x 7-11 cm somewhat 
reminiscent of  C.Japonica ‘Lily 
Pons’.  
(First Applied for Registration 2007).

Bleunienn An Trev. (C. 
japonica). OP Seedling. 
Originated Guingamp, 
France by Fañch Le Moal 
on behalf of the Camellia 
Association of Guingamp. 
First flowered 1992 at 
circa 20 years. Introduced 
in 2000 at the Guingamp 
Camellia Festival, plant 
originally mentioned in the 
‘L’Écho de l’Armor et de 
l’Argoat’ newspaper 9 April 
1998. A thick and dense 
growing shrub. Blooms mid-late season, 
red (RHS 53c), semi-double form of 4-5 
cm x 8-11 cm. 
(First Applied for Registration 2007).
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Cotes D’Armor. (C. hybrid). C. x williamsii 
‘Mary Jobson’ x C. Hybrid ‘Inspiration’. 
Originated Guingamp, France by Fañch Le 
Moal on behalf of the Camellia Association 
of Guingamp. First flowered 1996 at 
circa 22 years. Introduced in 2004 at the 
Guingamp Camellia Festival and adopted as 
the symbol of that festival, plant originally 
mentioned in the 2004 International 
Camellia Journal pages 18-19. An upright 
and regular shrub of rapid growth rate.  
Blooms mid- season, red/purple (RHS 
N57c) fading (RHS 67c), 
semi-double form of 5-6 cm  
x 12-15 cm. Spent blooms 
fall whole.  
(First Applied for 
Registration 2007).

Enora. (C. japonica). 
OP Seedling. Originated Plouisy, France by 
Louis Goarant. First flowered 2005 at circa 5 
years. Introduced in 2006. A regular shrub of 
moderate growth rate. Blooms late-season, red 
(RHS 52a), peony form of 6 cm x 12 cm.   
(First Applied for Registration 2008).

Golfe du Morbihan. (C. japonica). 
OP Seedling. Originated Guengat, France by 
Marie Therese Bleuzen. First flowered 1996 at 
circa 18 years. Introduced in 2006 at a Camellia 
Exposition. A spreading shrub of moderate 
growth rate. Blooms early-late season, highly 
variable in colour with whites, reds and pinks 
appearing on the same plant. Single flower form 
of 3 cm x 8 cm.  
(First Applied for Registration 2008).
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Jasmim. (C. japonica). Assumed OP 
Seedling. Originated Quinta De Fiaes, 
Portugal by Christiano Van-Zeller. 
Ancient variety pre 1900. Plant originally 
described at pages 100-101 of “Jornal 
De Horticultura Practica” Volume XXIII 
dated 1892. A fastigiate weeping shrub of 
open habit with slow growth rate. Blooms 
mid-season, white with cream stamens 
leading to a yellow appearance. Variable 
flower form, semi-double through rose-
form and anemone-form, of 4-5cm x 7-8 
cm, Spent blooms fall whole.  
(First Applied for Registration 2006).

Just Hazel. (C. japonica). OP Seedling 
of C. japonica ‘Yours Truly’. Originated 
in Devon, UK by Mr J Benson. First 
flowered 2008 at circa 7 years, a bushy 
shrub with dwarf habit of slow growth 
rate. Blooms late-season, white with 
variable red (RHS Colour Chart 55B) 
marking, semi-double, (typical ‘Lady 
Vansittart’ group) 3-4 cm x 5-6 cm, cream 
stamens. Spent blooms shatter.  
(First Applied for Registration 2008).

Luiz Van-Zeller. (C. japonica). Assumed 
OP Seedling. Originated Quinta De 
Fiaes, Portugal by Christiano Van-Zeller. 
Ancient variety pre 1900. Plant originally 
described at pages 101-102 of “Jornal 
De Horticultura Practica” Volume XXIII 
dated 1892. A spreading bushy shrub 
of moderate growth rate. Blooms mid-
season, bright red with irregular white 
blotches (apparently viral), with golden 
stamens, heavy textured single flower 
form of 4-5cm x 7-8 cm. Spent blooms 
fall whole. 
(First applied for registration 2006).
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Mathew Wilson. (C. hybrid).  OP seedling 
of C. x Williamsii ‘St Ewe’. Originated in 
Devon, UK by Mr B Jones. First flowered 
2003 at circa 8 years. An upright and dense 
shrub of medium growth rate. Blooms 
early-late season. Pink semi-double 5cm 
x 10cm. Spent blooms fall whole. (First 
applied for registration 2006).

Peter Betteley. (C. hybrid). C. japonica 
‘Bokuhan’ x C. hybrid ‘Scented Sun’. 
Originated in Devon, UK by Lee Stenning 
as a seedling derived from the ‘Betteley’ 
collection. First flowered 2004 at circa 8 
years, a bushy shrub of slow growth rate. 
Blooms early-season. Red, anemone form 
4 cm x 8 cm, light pink stamens/petaloids. 
Spent blooms fall whole.  
(First Applied for Registration 2008).

Rene Dagouat. (C. japonica). OP Seedling. 
Originated Guengat, France by Marie 
Therese Bleuzen. First flowered 1995 at 
circa 18 years. Introduced in 2006 at a 
Camellia exposition. An upright shrub of 
moderate growth rate. Blooms mid-season, 
rose red (RHS 48c) with darker veining 
throughout (RHS 52a), semi-double flower 
form of 4-5cm x 10 cm. Reported as 
scented.  
(First Applied for Registration 2008).
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Ville De Guingamp. (C. japonica). 
OP Seedling. Originated Guingamp, 
France by Fañch Le Moal on behalf 
of the Camellia Association of 
Guingamp. First flowered 1989 at circa 
26years. Introduced in 1996 at a Civic 
Dedication Ceremony at the town of 
Guingamp Camellia Festival. Plant 
originally mentioned in the newspaper 
‘Ouest- France’ on 2 March 1995. An 
open heavily branched shrub of medium 
growth rate. Blooms mid-late season, 
red (RHS 53c), single Higo in form of 
3-4 cm x 8-11 cm. 
(First Applied for Registration 2007).
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Deceased 2007 - 2008

CHANNEL ISLANDS
 MATHEWSON, Mrs Freda,  Blanchard House, Grande Route de Augerez, St Peter, 

Jersey, JE3 7DJ
 GLENISTER, Mr Peter, Bouilly Cottage, Le Chemin de Beau Port, St Brelade, Jersey, 

JE3 8BX

FRANCE
 MOREL, Mr Jean,  Villa d’Avril 4, rue des Architectes, 56260 LARMOR-PLAGE

NEW ZEALAND
 CAMERON-GAVIN, Mr J W B,  Ellerslie, 70 Main Highway, Auckland E 5

SOUTH AFRICA
 BARLOW, Mr W A,  P.O. Box 47200, 2121, Parklands, Gauteng

UNITED KINGDOM
 EARLE, Mrs J M,  Frankham Farm, Ryme Intrinseca, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 6JT
 FALMOUTH, The Viscountess,  Tregothnan, Truro, Cornwall, TR2 4AN
 LIGHTON, Lady Eve,  Penpoint House, Altarnun, North Cornwall, PL15 7SJ
 SMART, Mrs M,  Werngochen, Cwmcarvan, Monmouth, NP25 4PL

UNITED STATES
 SHERMER, Fred Herman, Jr., 14223 Summit Lane, Laurel, MD 20708

Tregothnan House and garden where the late Lady Falmouth continued 
extending the camellia collection until she and Lord Falmouth retired to Kent
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News from the Regions

Benelux
From 08/03 till 11/05/08 those interested 
in  Belgium’s camellia history had the 
opportunity to visit the exhibition: ‘The 
Camellia. An Aristocratic Rose. The first 
industrial plant in Ghent’ organised at 
M.I.A.T in Ghent by Mr. Luc Dhaeze-Van 
Ryssel, one of our Benelux members. 

The attendance was impressive and so 
were the historical documents, photos, 
iconographic pictures, old books, china 
and other objects. A beautiful catalogue, 
alas only published in Dutch, referring 
to this exhibition has been published.  
If interested you can order this catalogue 
at publiekswerking.miat@gent.be  price 17 
euro + postage costs.

Six Benelux members attended the ICS 
Congress at Falmouth and one more member 
participated in the Pre-tour in London. 
The Pre-tour as well as the Congress were 
greatly appreciated. We visited historical and 
beautiful parks and gardens and discovered 
unique camellias. An outstanding Congress, 
where we had once more the opportunity to 
meet friends from all over the world.

After the ICS Congress in the U.K. a Japanese 
delegation visited Belgium. Gardens in 
the vicinity of Ghent, Brugge, Leuven and 
Brussels were visited. Mr Shigeo Matsumoto 
gave an exclusive lecture about Higos and 
Higo bonsai. The highlight was a private 
visit to the royal glasshouses at Laeken and 
the planting of the first Higo camellia at the 
Groenenberg park near Brussels.

Groenenberg, housing already one of our two 
National Collections of Belgian camellias, 
will become the home of the very first public 
Higo collection out of Japan! Our special 
thanks to our Belgian ICS member Mrs. 
Yukiko van Cauwenberghe who stayed with 
the group during those days. She proved to 
be very efficient as translator which was 

very much appreciated by all!

On 12/04/08 an important group from The 
Netherlands and Belgium paid a visit to the 
beautiful  and impressive gardens of our 
Dutch director dr. Wytze Hoekstra and our 
Dutch ICS member Mr. Rinus Manders.  
In the afternoon we went to the outstanding 
garden of dr. Hubbers at Kranenburg (D) 
just past the Dutch-German border. A true 
plant collector’s garden. 

On 26/04/08 our region participated at the 
‘Belmonte op zijn best’ event organised in the 
Belmonte botanic garden of the University 
of Wageningen (NL). This event was a co-
production by the Dutch Dendrological 
Society, the Dutch Heather Society and the 
Dutch ICS Benelux chapter. Each society 
had the opportunity of presenting itself 
by the means of lectures and stalls. Plants 
where sold and/or swapped. Special thanks 
on behalf of all of us to our Dutch members 
Hilde Visser, Wim Klein Hulse, George 
Seppen and Wytze Hoekstra for their 
devotion.

Last weekend (5/10/2008) we had our usual 
Autumn assembly.  Dr Wytze Hoekstra gave 
a lecture about the ICS Congress in Falmouth 
and I gave Shigeo Matsumoto’s  lecture 
concerning Higos. Plants were swapped and 
others sold to the benefit of our treasury.

Planting of Higo camellia by Mikio Akashi  
with Shigeo Matsumoto
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2008 was once more a great camellia year. 
We are looking forward to 2009 !

Marc de Coninck

France
In France, and particularly in Brittany there 
are two important camellia societies, ‘La 
Societe Bretonne du Camellia’ and ‘Breizh 
Camellia’. Each organizes a show every 
year. 

New camellia introductions are presented. 
Some years ago, in order to limit the 
demands of recording with the ICS, and to 
make our society better known, I introduced 
an ICS prize. The public votes for the best 
camellia.

This year, the prize winners from the Breitz 
Show are shown :- 

Left to right :- Francois Le Moal (bronze), 
centre Pierre Jolivet (cup and gold medal),  

Jean Marc (silver)

View of part of the show

Mme Fustier and Max Hill with ‘Domaine de 
Courson’

The ICS (France) organises an annual show 
at the Castle of Courson, near Paris. This 
year a new camellia, ‘Domaine de Courson’ 
was introduced.

Max Hill

Switzerland

Locarno. Spring 2008.

In the last year the Park and Garden Services 
of the town of Locarno have been working 
to enlarge the Camellia Park, which was 
inaugurated during the International 
Camellia Congress in 2005. The area 
towards the lake has been doubled to about 
12,000sq. m, making it even more attractive 
to the visitor by making use of what is surely 
the spot with Locarno’s most beautiful lake 
view. A granite amphitheatre has been built 
next to a large flowerbed, planted with fifty 
species of camellias, including quite a few 
perfumed hybrids. A little lake with running 
water will be created. There is also a plan, in 
the development stage, for a pavilion with 
information and didactic panels dedicated to 
the camellias, their history and origins.

The park’s style is not being changed, and 
new flowerbeds will continue to be added 
and planted with different camellias in 
accordance with their origin. Almost 250 
different varieties have already been added. 
Among the beds, one corner stands out with its 
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six varieties of camellias, donated to the city 
of Locarno by Mrs Heidemarie Tiefenbach 
in memory of her late husband, Mr Rolf 
Tiefenbach. They previously adorned their 
lovely garden in Osterholz-Scharmbeck, not 
far from Bremen, Germany.

On 28th March 2008 Mrs Tiefenbach, 
accompanied by her three daughters, visited 
us in order to admire her camellias, which 
have found their home on the shores of Lake 
Maggiore, which her husband had come to 
appreciate during his past visits.

The moment of remembrance with the 
family was very moving, witness to the 
friendship that has grown between us and 
Heidemarie. Also, Mrs Mary Caroni’s 
active participation has been notable. She 
has always had the exchange of notions and 
reciprocal experience at heart.

The town of Locarno and those of us who 
are passionate about camellias are very 
grateful to the Tiefenbach family for their 
lovely gesture, which unites Ticino with 
northern Germany and serves to remind us 
of Rolf’s gentle soul.

Daniele Marcacci, Locarno Parks Dept.

UK

Book Presentation  
at Chiswick House

On 17 September, UK Region members 
presented, on behalf of Dr. Shinichiro 
Kishikawa and the ICS, a copy of the 1831 
book “Illustrations and Descriptions of the 
Plants Which Compose the Natural Order 
Camellieæ and of the Varieties of Camellia 
Japonica Cultivated in the Gardens of Great 
Britain” to the Chiswick House Friends in 
London.

In making the presentation to George Nissen, 
Chairman of Chiswick House Friends, Herb 
Short, UK Region Newsletter Editor, said 
the ICS hoped the book would give members 
of the Friends a better appreciation of the 
importance of the collection of old camellias 
in the Chiswick House Conservatory. The 
conservatory, built in 1813, contains 15 
of the 40 varieties and species illustrated 
and described in the book. One of the four 
varieties in the 1837 Vol.2 Part 1 of the book 
also is in the conservatory.

UK Region members Marigold Assinder, 
Jane Callander and Short used the book’s 
illustrations by Alfred Chandler and text by 
William Beattie Booth to help them identify 
many of Chiswick’s old camellias that they 
have restored to health since they began 
working with them in 1994 (1997 Journal, 
p.117-125). At first, photos, taken of the 
illustrations in the original of the Chandler 
and Booth book at the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s Lindley Library in London, were 
used in the identification work. When 
Dr. Kishikawa made available computer-
scanned copies of his collection of old 
camellia books (2000 Journal, p.30-31), 
a copy of his Chandler and Booth helped 
make the identification work easier.

The second volume of Chandler and Booth 
is often called legendary. It was published 
in 1837, but no copies could be found for 
more than 100 years. In 1942, six copies 
were discovered, each containing only 
four camellia varieties that were illustrated 
and discussed. Fortunately, Dr. Kishikawa 
managed to obtain one and generously 
supplied Chiswick House a computer-
scanned copy along with the 1831 volume.  

Pat Short.
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Neville Haydon was the 2008 recipient of the RHS “David Trehane Cup”. He received the 
award from RHS President Peter Buckley, for his many contributions to the camellia world

Herb Short presenting George Nissen of the Chiswick House Friends with a copy of the 1831 book
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INTERNATIONAL  CAMELLIA  SOCIETY 

 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS SUMMARY 

12 Months ending 31 May 2008 

 

 £Stg 

Operating Income 

    Net Subscriptions previous year 648 

    Net Subscriptions current year 10637 

    Transfer from Life Membership Fund 424 

    Donations 14 

    Journal Sales 77 

    Interest 301 

    Journal Advertising 175 

 

  12276 

Operating Expenditure  

    Journal Printing 6894 

    Journal Mailout 2314 

    Administration & Sundry expenses 473 

 

 9681 

 

Operating Surplus 2595 

 

 

MOVEMENTS IN DESIGNATED FUNDS 

 

 

Register Fund 31 May 2007 21273 

    Add Sales of Registers & Supplements 617 

    Add Interest 1078 

Balance 31 May 2008  22968 

 

Life Membership Fund 31 May 2007  8216 

    Add New Memberships 260 

    Add Interest 411 

    Less Transfer to Current Subscriptions 424 

Balance 31 May 2008  8463 

 

Otomo Research Fund 31 May 2007  32281 

    Add Donations 747 

    Add Interest 1630 

Balance 31 May 2008  34658 

     

Accounts 
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INTERNATIONAL  CAMELLIA  SOCIETY 

 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MAY 2008 

 

 £Stg 

Current Assets 

    Butterfield Bank (Guernsey) Ltd Current Account 5355 

    Butterfield Bank (Guernsey) Ltd Deposit Account 71659 

 

Total Current Assets 77014 

    Creditors nil 

    Less Subscriptions (2008) paid in advance 3797 

 

Total Net Assets 73217 

 

which are distributed as follows 

 

Designated Funds 

    Register Fund 22968 

    Life Membership Fund 8463 

    Otomo Research Fund 34658 

 

Total Designated Funds 66089 

 

Available Funds 7128 

 

 73217 

 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

 

1. The accounts are reported in £ Sterling. 

2. The Receipts and Payments Summary covers the 12 months ending 31 May 2008, 

but is analysed to show all receipts and payments relating to the calendar year 2007. 

3. Bank accounts held in Australia were transferred during the year to our Accounts 

with Butterfield Bank (Guernsey) Ltd. 

4. Interest earned has been apportioned between the individual Designated Funds and 

Available Funds 

5. 2007 Subscriptions are included from all Regions. 

 

AUDITOR’S REPORT 

 

     I certify that these accounts show a fair and accurate summary of the Society’s transactions 

for the year, and of its financial position at the end of the year, according to the books and 

vouchers that I have checked. 

 

                                                                      

                                                                        Signed         A. Tills 

 

                                                                                            15 September 2008 
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I.C.S. MEMBERSHIP

ICS Members’ Subscription Rates current in 2007/2008 and Membership Representatives 
to whom yearly subscriptions should be paid promptly every January.

Calculation of Subscription Rates for Life Membership (in the case of Double Life 
Membership, the age of the younger of the two members should be used).

Less than 50 years of age, 30 times the annual subscription rate
Between 50 and 65 years of age, 20 times the annual subscription rate
More than 65 years of age, 15 times the annual subscription rate

AFRICA (R.60, Double R.70) Keith Kirsten, Keith Kirsten Horticultural International, 
P.O. Box 1458, Fourways, 2055 Gauteng, South Africa.  E-mail: info@kkhort.co.za

AUSTRALIA ($19, Double $24) Barry di Salvia, 61 Twynam Street, Narrandera, 
NSW 2700.  E-mail: badendis@iinet.net.au

BENELUX (€20, Double €20) George SEPPEN (Dutch speaking members) Loseweg 141 
7315 DB - Apeldoorn, The Netherlands. Email:- rhodoca.george@kpnplanet.nl 
Marcel VAASSEN (French speaking members) Avenue Bel Air 53 1330 - Rixensart 
Belgium. E-mail: marcelvaassen@skynet.be
Assistant Membership Representative for the Netherlands: George Seppen, Bilderdijklaan 
54, 1215 BP Hilversum, the Netherlands.  E-mail: rhodoca.george@kpnplanet.nl

CHANNEL ISLANDS (£10.50, Double £13) Maxine Fergusson, Brookvale, La rue du 
Pont, St. John, Jersey JE3 4FF.  E-mail: maxine@sentsoft.com

CHINA (RMB 150) Mr. Dayin Tang, The Forestry Bureau of Jinhua Municipal Government, 
Jinhua, Zhejiang 321017.  E-mail: cccjoan@yahoo.com.cn

FRANCE (€15.50, Double €18.00) Max Hill, 30 Chemin du Bois Chaperon, 91640 Briis-
sous-Forges.  E-mail: max.hill@aliceadsl.fr

GERMANY/AUSTRIA (€15.50, Double €18.00) Mrs. Karin Jacobs-Gebauer, Fuchshohl 
80, D-60431 Frankfurt, Germany.  E-mail: Karin.Jacobs-Gebauer@gmx.net

ITALY (€15.50, Double €18) Arch. Mirella Gloria Motta, Via Boccaccio 4, 20123 Milano. 
E-mail: mglori@tin.it

JAPAN & OTHER REGIONS (¥2400, Double ¥3300) Mr. Tetsushi Tsutsumi, 4-29-3 
Narita-Higashi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 166-0015, Japan.  E-mail: ttsutsumi@ptsnavi.jp

NEW ZEALAND ($24.50, Double $28) Ron Macdonald, Westwyn, 44 Kelland Road, 
Waipipi, 3 R D Waiuku

PORTUGAL (€15.50, Double €18) Senhora Maria Augusta d’Alpuim, Estrada Exterior da 
Circunvalaçao, 14262-BI, C - 4º, Dtº - 4450 Malosinhos.  E-mail: calpuim@gmail.com

SPAIN (€15.50, Double €18) Javier Botas Piñón, Cabanelas s/n. Porto, 15622 Cabañas, 
La Coruña.  E-mail: jbp199154@telefonica.net

SWITZERLAND (CHF 27, Double CHF 33) Signora Claudia Respini, Via Verbano 24, 
CH-6648 Minusio. E-mail: claudia.respini@maggiore.ch

UNITED KINGDOM (£15.00, Double £17.50; includes supplement for UK Region 
services) Keith Sprague, 329 London Road, St. Albans, Herts. AL1 1DZ

UNITED STATES ($17, Double $20) Morris I Waller, 417 Elkins Lake, Huntsville, 
TX 77430.  E-mail: miwaller@usa.net
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2008  I.C.S. Membership

LIFE LIFE ANNUAL ANNUAL TOTAL
Single Double Single Double

Australia 7 1 58 32 131
Benelux 1) 52 52 156
Channel Islands 2) 16 9 46 20 120
China 11 174 185
Czech Republic 1 2
Croatia 1 1
Denmark 2 2
France 3) 55 31 117
Germany 4) 1 67 49 166
Hungary 1 1
Ireland 2 2
Italy 2 35 17 71
Japan 5) 5 2 92 1 103
Korea 1 2 3
New Zealand 2 33 21 77
Norway 1 1
Panama 1 1
Portugal 6) 71 51 173
South Africa 7) 8 2 1 2 17
Spain 1 34 3 41
Swaziland 1 2
Switzerland 1 19 17 54
United Kingdom 8) 5 5 167 78 338
United States 9) 6 2 97 72 251
Vietnam 4 4
Zimbabwe 1 1 3
TOTAL 67 23 1015 447 2022

1) Excludes members registered from Czech Republic (2); Germany (2)

2) Excludes members registered from Denmark (1); UK (1)

3) Excludes members registered from Belgium (1); Vietnam (4)

4) Excludes members registered from Belgium (2);  France (2); Italy (2)

5) Excludes member registered from  Korea (1)

6) Excludes members registered from Netherlands (2)

7) Excludes members registered from Panama (1); Swaziland (2); Zimbabwe (3)

8) Excludes members registered from Croatia (1); Hungary (1); Ireland (2); Norway (1);  
    China (1); Channel Island (1); Vietnam (1)

9) Excludes members registered from Denmark (1); Korea (1); Switzerland (1)



134
Directors and Officers 2007-2009

~

PATRON
Charles Puddle, Cae Derw, Tal-y-cafn, Colwyn Bay. Clwyd. LL28 5RH

PRESIDENT
Gregory Davis, 7815 Burgoyne. Houston. Texas 77063-2801, USA
e-mail: gedavis456@aol.com

VICE-PRESIDENTS
Lewis Fetterman, P.O. Box 306, Clinton. N.C 28328, USA
Waldemar Max Hansen, Grunenbergerstrasse 24, D-73079 Sussen, GERMANY
e-mail: maxcamhansen@web.de
Dr Chuji Hiruki, 2-11 Fukue-cho, Goto-shi, Nagasaki-ken, 853-0007. JAPAN.
e-mail: Chujihiruki@aol.com
Peter Levick, 73, Roland Avenue, Wahroonga, NSW 2076. AUSTRALIA
e-mail: petelev@bigpond.net.au

DIRECTORS
Africa
Keith Kirsten, Keith Kirsten Horticultural International, P.O. Box 1458, 
Fourways, 2055 Gauteng. South Africa.
e-mail: admin@keithkirsten.com

Australia.
Winston Fraser, 15 Coventry Place, Wishart. Queensland 4122.
e-mail: wfraser.mgre@bigpond.com

Dr Ann Marks, 797 Malvern Road, Toorak. VIC 3142.
e-mail: as.dm@bigpond.com

Nance Swanson, 43, Wellington Road, East Lindfield. NSW 2070

Benelux
Marc de Coninck, Place St Sebastian 28, B-1420 Braine L’Alleud. Belgium
e-mail: decoan@euphonynet.be

Dr Wyteze Heokstra, Zandstraat 2, 5242 GR, Rosmalen. The Netherlands
e-mail: red.mermaid@12move.nl
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Channel Islands

Dr Ann MacMichael, Les Ruettes, La Ruette, St Lawrence. Jersey. JE3 1HT
e-mail: annmac@jerseymail.co.uk

Peter Scott-Graham, Petit Coin, Rue des Vaux de L’Eglise, St Martin. Jersey.  
JE3 1HT
e-mail: psg@itl.net

China  (for 2008-2010)

Prof. Kaiyun Guan, Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
132 Lanhei Road, Heilongtan, Kunming. Yunnan 650204. P.R.China.
e-mail : guangky@public.km.yn.cn  OR: guangky@mail.kib.ac.cn

Dayin Tang, The Forestry Bureau of Jinhua Municipal Government, Jinhua 
Zhejiang 321017. P.R.China.
e-mail: tangdayin@hotmail.com

France
Roger Salaun, 6 Rue des Cendres, 29520 Chateauneuf-de-Faou.

Max Hill, 30 Chemin du Bois Chaperon, 91640 Briis-sous-Forges.
e-mail: max.hill@aliceadsl.fr

Germany/Austria
Peter Fischer, Hoden 16, 21789 Wingst. Germany
e-mail: fischer@kamelie.de

Dr Hermann Schontag, Gandersheimer Weg 27, 22459 Hamburg. Germany.
e-mail: Hermann-schntag@t-online.de

Italy
Prof. Gianmario P. Motta, Via G. Boccaccio 4, 20123 Milano
e-mail: gianmario.motta@fastwebnet.it
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Japan and other Asia regions

Junichiro Amako, 2-5-9-203 Tanihara, Nerima-ku, 177-0032 Tokyo. Japan.
e-mail: jamako@coast.ocn.ne.jp

Shigeo Matsumoto, 1-7-26 Takasu-higashi, Wakamatsu-ku, Kita-Kyushu 808-
0144, Japan.
e-mail: shigeo@mms.bbiq.jp

New Zealand
Vonnie Cave, “Seafield”, RD 24, Wanganui
e-mail: vonniecave@farmland.co.nz

Elva Harwood. Pikikiruna, Upper Takaka Road, Takaka 7172
e-mail: elva.harwood@xtra.co.nz

Portugal.
Clara Gil de Seabra, Pcta. Prof. Egas Moniz, 167-4° Esq. Porto.
e-mail: claragildeseabra@tvtel.pt

Spain
Carmen Salinera Corral, Rio tambre 19, A Caeira, 36005 Pontevedra
e-mail: mcs@efa-dip.org

Switzerland
Dr Rolf Stockman, Via sott’Ca 1. CH 6926 Montagnola

United Kingdom
John Fildew, 12 Church Road, Plympton St Maurice, Plymouth PL7 3NH
e-mail: johnfildew@ yahoo.com.au

Eric Taylor, 8 Cresford Road, Fulham. London SW 5 2AN

Jennifer Trehane, Church Cottage, Hampreston, Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 7LX.
e-mail: jennifer@trehane.co.uk



137
USA. 

Annabel Fetterman. P.O. Box 306, Clinton, N.C. 2838

Arthur Landry. 10522 Ferncliff Avenue, Baton Rouge. LA 70815 
e-mail: aplandry@bellsouth.net

Ronald l.Wolfe, 2019 Old Dominion, Albany. Georgia 31721 
e-mail: wolfw_er@bellsouth.net

INTERNATIONAL CAMELLIA REGISTRAR
Neville Haydon, 4/6, Ingram Street., Papakura. New Zealand.
e-mail: nevhaydon@xtra.co.nz

International Registrar for Europe
Andrew Simons, Wingfield House, 11 Brinsmade Road, Ampthill. Beds. MK45 
2PP. UK
e-mail: a.simons@ntlworld.com

SECRETARY
Morris Waller, 417 Elkins Lane, Huntsville. TX 77430. USA
e-mail: miwaller@usa.net

TREASURER
Neville Haydon, 4/6, Ingram Street., Papakura. New Zealand.
e-mail: nevhaydon@xtra.co.nz

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRAR
Ines Kasimir, Stahlbuhlring 96, D-68526 Ladenburg. Germany.
e-mail: kamelien@t-online.de

JOURNAL EDITOR
Jennifer Trehane, Church Cottage, Hampreston. Wimborne. Dorset. BH21 7LX. UK
e-mail: jennifer@trehane.co.uk

WEB EDITOR
Patricia Short, 41 Galveston Road, London. SW15 2RZ
e-mail: patricia_short@btconnect.com
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Translations

Le Message du President 
2008 Fut une Grande Annee pour la Societe Internationale du Camellia.

Le Congrès International du Camellia, tenu à Falmouth, Cornwall Angleterre, a connu 
un grand succès. Plus de 200 membres ICS l’ont apprécié. Les  pré- et post-tours étaient 
hautement appréciés. Le grand nombre de jardins historiques visités étaient au « camellia 
et rhododendrons summum » et ils resteront à jamais dans les mémoires de ceux avides 
de voyager. Les présentations techniques couvraient de multiples sujets intéressants pour 
tous. Les événements du Congrès étaient accompagnés par le « bourgmestre chantant »  de 
Falmouth  qui souhaitait de cette manière la bienvenue aux invités de sa ville.  
Le succès du Congrès était le résultat dû au dur labeur et limplication personnelle de tant 
de membres ICS locaux. En sus aux tâches accomplies par Pat Short,  Jennifer Trehane, 
John Fildew, Eric Taylor et Jill Totty, pas moins de 17 autres membres de l’ICS G.B. 
participèrent au succès du Congrès. Merci à tous pour cet excellent travail . Je suis sûr que 
nous apprécierons les articles traitant le Congrès dans le Journal de 2008.
Le Festival du Camellia tenu à Dali (Chine) au début du mois de mars, a battu tous les 
records. Plus de 250 pépinières de camellia ont participé à ce Sixième Show Chinois et au 
Festival du Camellia. Le Troisième Symposium d’Hybridation, dont  Mr. You Muxian est le 
fondateur, avait également lieu durant cet événement qui dura une semaine. Les cérémonies 
spectaculaires d’ouverture du Festival, les camellia exposés sur plusieurs kilomètres et 
les dansent folkloriques présentés par les groupes minoritaires ne peuvent s’apprécier 
pleinement qu’en regardant les DVD préparés et distribués par les organisateurs du Festival. 
Chuxiong, la ville où se tiendra le Congrès International du Camellia en 2012 et Tenchong, 
le site de production du fabuleux  C. reticulata et où l’on peut trouver les plus grands arbres 
de C. reticulata, furent visités par le petit groupe de membres ICS présent au Festival. Ne 
manquez pas de lire les articles concernant ce Festival Chinois du Camellia.
Le site-web consacré au Registre International du Camellia a connu un succès immédiat 
et fut visité, dès sa création, par plusieurs intéressés. Le  Professeur  Gianmario Motta et 
Danielle Ferrari ont été nommé ‘Webmasters du Registre’ en mai 2008. La mise à jour du 
Registre sera la responsabilité de Neville Haydon qui fera suivre ses modifications à Motta 
et à Ferrari pour insertion dans le Registre Web. Le développement de ce registre sera donc 
une procédure continuelle et garante du développement dans le futur. 
Les décisions faites à l’occasion du Congrès de Falmouth par la Direction de l’ICS :
Le Registre Web  sera une partie intégrale du site web ICS. Il sera librement et gratuitement 
accessible à tout usager intéressé. 
La motion concernant les cotisations, adoptée à Locarno, a été annulée et le taux de 85% de 
la valeur des souscriptions sera de nouveau d’application. Les Représentants des Membres 
doivent transférer les cotisations 2008 au plus tard pour le 31 décembre à la Butterfield 
Bank. Les Camellia Journals seront envoyés directement aux membres par l’imprimeur UK. 
Les Congrès du Camellia futurs furent accordés à l’Espagne et le Portugal (provisoirement) 
en 2014 et à Dali en Chine en 2016.
Résultats des votes lors de la réunion de Direction en Angleterre: on accepta la démission 
de Lorraine Fraser et la nomination de Neville Haydon en tant que responsable du Registre 
International du Camellia. Le Professeur Motta et Daniele Ferrari deviendront conjointement 
Webmasters du Registre en mai 2008.
Le Congrès International du Camellia suivant se tiendra à Kurume au Japon en 2010.
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L’honorable bourgmestre de la City of Kurume, Mr. Morikuni Eto nous joignit à Falmouth 
et invita les membres ICS à venir au Japon au printemps 2010. Shigeo Matsumoto et Chuji 
Hiruki présentèrent également la région de Kurume en vue de ce congrès. Ce congrès sera 
le quatrième du genre tenu au Japon et dans le passé, les Japonais nous ont toujours très 
agréablement surpris en organisant des congrès inoubliables.  
Soyez présents en 2010!
Mr. Neville Haydon restera le Directeur du Fond de Recherche Otomo. Ce fond de recherche 
possède actuellement 34.658 £ (env. 63.000 $) mais a besoin d’être soutenu afin d’étendre 
le programme de recherche dans le domaine du camellia. L’allocation  2008, d’une valeur 
de 2.000 $, sera accordée au  Professeur Chuji Hiruki qui travaille sur une meilleure 
compréhension quant à la nature et l’impact des virus sur les camellia. Certains d’entre eux 
provoquent des anomalies tant dans les feuilles que dans la coloration des fleurs, admirés 
par certains d’entre-nous mais détestés par d’autres. 
Les Représentants des Membres continuent à avoir besoin de votre aide. Les frais d’envoi 
des rappels individuels quant aux cotisations non encore payées deviennent de plus en plus 
chers.
SVP, aidez votre délégué en payant promptement votre cotisation et notifiez lui 
immédiatement tout changement d’adresse.
J’ai grandement apprécié d’avoir été votre président durant cette année 2008. 
Malheureusement, mon terme se termine fin 2009. Dans l’ensemble, servir en tant que 
président a été une expérience agréable. Nous continuerons à faire face aux problèmes et 
défis dans ce monde en évolution perpétuelle. Travaillons de concert afin d’encourager 
d’autres pour qu’ils nous joignent et partagent nos intérêts dans le  camellia et veillons ainsi 
à l’augmentation constante du nombre de membres ICS.
Gregory Davis.

Résumé des articles du journal
P9  Le Vice Président Max Hansen et le Directeur pour la Grande Bretagne John Fildew, 
nous décrivent leur visite au Yunnan en Chine à l’occasion du Festival du Camellia à 
Chuxiong et l’Exposition Camellia à Dali.
P11 Max Hansen nous parle de l’excursion vers Tenchong. Il fut particulièrement 
impressionné  par la méthode de greffe par approche utilisée lors de l’obtention de jeunes 
reticulatas au départ d’arbres anciens.
P12 You Muxian décrit sa propre visite à Tenchong en compagnie du Président Greg Davis, 
Rosemary Davis et John Wang, . Ils furent surpris d’apprendre que le Camelia japonica 
‘Jinpan Lychee’ y était arriver du temps de la Dynastie Ming et de vieux arbres leur furent 
montrés dans le village.
P17 Shigeo Matsumoto nous présente, de la part du Comité d’organisation du Congrès 
de Kurume, l’endroit où aura lieu le Congrès International du Camellia à Kurume City au 
Japon en mars 2010 ainsi que les pré- et post-congress tours.
P27 Notre  Patron, Charles Puddle, nous raconte comment et pourquoi il prit la décision de 
former une Société Internationale du Camellia et comment il réalisa le premier Journal.
P29-39 Le tour précédant le Congrès 2008 en Angleterre.
Les exposés présentés lors du Congrès 2008 à Falmouth:
P40 John Price nous parle de l’arrivée des camellia dans certains grands jardins de 
Cornwall.
P44 Bee Robson nous raconte sa façon de travailler lors de l’identification des camellia 
historiques retrouvés dans plusieurs de ces jardins.
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P50 John Griffiths, auteur et enthousiaste du thé, suit le développement de l’industrie du thé 
dans le monde occidental.

P56  Ann Payne du service sanitaire agricole, nous décrit l’identification et les effets du 
Phytopthora ramorum et du Phytopthora kernoviae en Cornwall et la façon dont on traite 
ces maladies importantes dans le pays.

P59 Carmen Salinero nous envoie un discours soulignant les maladies et les insectes 
nuisibles touchant les camellia en Espagne.

P66 Chuji Hiruki nous entretient concernant la découverte de l’arbre original du Tama-no-
Ura dans l’Ile Goto au Japon et sa place dans le développement dans la région concernée de 
camellia de grand intérêt.

P70 Nobumine Tateishi présente les résultats de sa recherche qui nous démontre que la 
région comprenant les îles de l’ouest Kyushu est un ‘point chaud’ dans l’évolution du  
C. japonica et que le C. japonica ‘Tama-no-ura’ surgit tel qu’une mutation sur seulement 
un seul arbre dans cette région.

P74 Takayuji Tanaka nous parle de ses résultats de recherches afin d’établir les origines 
du Camellia vernalis et vient à la conclusion que la plante ayant produit les graines est 
C. sasanqua et celle qui produisit le pollen n’est autre que C. japonica.

P84 Hermann Schoentag et Christiana Roeder nous parlent de la découverte et de la 
distribution à travers le monde du C. granthamiana et nous fournissent des nouvelles 
informations non encore publiées à ce jour.

P89 Gao Jiyin nous entretient concernant la découverte et la nomination du C. changii /
C. azalea et les problèmes par rapport au deux noms donnés. Il nous donne de plus amples 
renseignements concernant l’étude de cette espèce faite par lui-même et d’autres associés 
tant dans la nature qu’en laboratoire ou en pépinière.

Des différents points tant concernant la période de floraison, les pigments de la fleur, 
les caractéristiques morphologiques  des fleurs et des fruits, les différentes formes et les 
mutations sont discutés et soulignés de même que les besoins de culture et entretient, 
la résistance aux insectes et maladies et la valeur en tant que plante parentale lors de 
l’hybridation et la propagation.

P97 Klaus et Helga Urban qui jardinent dans la zone climatique 8 près de Francfort en 
Allemange, nous parlent des conclusions tirées de cet expérience.

P100 Edouardo de la Rubia Huete est décédé juste avant le congrès de Falmouth. Une 
version abrégée de son discours qu’il comptait présenter est publiée ici (le texte complet 
peut être obtenu auprès de l’auditeur). Sa présentation comprend ses études sur l’origine 
des premiers camellia arrivés en Europe. Selon l’auteur, les premiers camellia seraient 
arrivés en Europe « du moins en Espagne et au Portugal » avant les dates supposées jusqu’à 
maintenant.

P112 L’enregistrement de nouvelles variétés de camellia a, jusqu’à présent, été faite sans 
directives internationales quant à l’uniformité ou la stabilité utilisées dans la vérification 
de nouvelles variétés. Jiyuan Li présente une étude de la part de l’équipe de Zhejiang en 
Chine introduisant certaines règles test pour les camellia ornementaux. Les caractéristiques 
illustrées montrent les données morphologiques utilisées dans les descriptions.

P119  Neville Haydon, responsable du Registre International du Camellia nous décrit le 
travail nécessaire pour la tenue à jour du Registre et demande de l’aide pour la rédaction du 
second supplément qu’il rédige actuellement.                     Translated by Marc de Coninck
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Botschaft des Präsidenten

Das Jahr 2008 war Ein Hervorragendes Jahr für die Internationale Kameliengesellschaft 
Der Internationale Kamelienkongress in Falmouth, Cornwall, England, im frühen April war 
ein großer Erfolg. Mehr als 200 ICS Mitglieder nahmen am Kongress teil. Die Ausflüge, 
so wohl vor und nach dem Kongress kamen sehr gut an. In den vielen historischen Gärten 
sahen wir die Kamelien und Rhododendren in voller Blütenpracht und dieser Eindruck 
wird den interessierten Reisenden immer in Erinnerung bleiben. Die Vorträge, die eine 
Großzahl an technischen Themen behandelten, waren für alle Teilnehmer hoch interessant. 
Die Kongress-Events in Falmouth wurden vom „singenden Bürgermeister“, der die Gäste 
zu seiner interessanten Stadt herzlich willkommen hieß, veranstaltet. Der Erfolg des 
Kongresses beruhte mit Sicherheit auf harter Arbeit und starkem Engagement vieler GB 
Kamelien-Mitglieder. Zuzüglich zu den Hauptplanungsarbeiten, die von Pat Short, Jennifer 
Trehane, John Fildew, Erich Taylor und Jill Trotty gemeistert wurden, wurden zusätzlich 
17 GB Mitglieder in Pats Abschlussbrief aufgeführt, die beim Kongress mitgeholfen haben. 
Ich möchte mich bei allen herzlich für die geleistete Arbeit bedanken. Ich bin sicher, dass 
wir die Artikel über den Kongress im 2008 Journal mit Interesse lesen werden.
Das Dali Kamelien-Festival Anfang März hat alle Rekorde für Kamelienveranstaltungen 
gebrochen! Mehr als 250 Kameliengärtnereien nahmen an der 2008 Sixth Chinese National 
Show und Kamelienfestival teil. Das Third Camellia Hybridization Symposium, das von Mr. 
You Muxian gegründet wurde, wurde ebenfalls während dieses einwöchigen Symposiums 
abgehalten.  Die spektakuläre Festivaleröffnungsfeiern, die Meilen lange Strecke, die  
von Kamelienpflanzen gesäumt wurde und die Minoritäten-Tanzgruppe können gar nicht 
naturgetreu wiedergegeben werden. Doch Dank der von den Veranstaltern zusammen 
geschnittenen und an die Teilnehmer verteilten DVDs kann das Erlebnis wieder genossen 
werden. Eine kleine Gruppe von ICS Mitgliedern besuchten Chuxiong, wo der 2012 
Internationale Kamelienkongress stattfinden wird und TengChong, wo sich eine fantastische 
Gärtnerei für C. reticulata befindet, sowohl als auch die größten einheimischen C.reticulata 
Bäume in China wachsen.  Diesen Artikel über das chinesische Kamelienfestival müssen 
Sie unbedingt lesen!
Das WEB INTERNATIONAL CAMELLIA REGISTER ist ein durchschlagender Erfolg 
gewesen, und es konnten sehr viele Besucher verzeichnet werden.  Professor Gianmario 
Motta und Daniele Ferrari wurden gemeinsam zu Web Register Maestros im Mai 2008 
ernannt. Aktualisierung des Web Registers wird von Neville Haydon generiert werden, 
und nachfolgend an Motta und Ferrari zur Einfügung in das Web Register gemailt. Seine 
Entwicklung ist ein evolvierender und fortlaufender Prozess – passen Sie auf zukünftige 
Entwicklungen auf! 
Die folgenden wichtigen Entscheidungen beim Falmouth Kamelienkongress wurden bei 
der ICS Vorstandssitzung getroffen: 
Das Web Register wird in die ICS Webseite integriert und wird kostenlos und für alle 
interessierten Anwender verfügbar sein. Der Locarno Antrag für einen einheitlichen 
Mitgliedsbeitrag wurde aufgehoben und der historische 85% Beitrag wieder eingeführt. Die 
Mitgliedsvertreter müssen Beiträge für 2008 bei der Butterfield Bank bis zum 31. Dezember 
08 einzahlen.  Die Kamelienjournale werden vom GB Verlag direkt an die ICS Mitglieder 
versandt. Die Kamelienkongresse werden 2014 (voraussichtlich) in Spanien und Portugal 
und 2016 in Dali, China stattfinden.
Nach der GB Vorstandssitzung nahm der Vorstand den Rücktritt von Frau Lorraine Fraser 
durch Briefwahl an und Neville Haydon wurde zum internationalen Kamelien-Registrar 
ernannt. Professor Gianmario Motta und Daniele Ferrari wurden gemeinsam zu Web 
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Register Maestros im Mai 2008 ernannt. 
Der nächste Internationale Kamelienkongress wird in Kurume, in Japan 2010 abgehalten. 
Der ehrenwerte Bürgermeister der Stadt Kurume, Herr Morikuni Eto, war mit uns 
in Falmouth und lud die ICS Mitglieder nach Japan für das Frühjahr 2010 ein. Shigeo 
Matsumoto und Chuji Hiruki bestärkten den Kurume Kongress mit Ihren Präsentationen in 
Falmouth. Dies wird der vierte in Japan abgehaltene ICS Kongress werden und die Japaner 
bieten immer einen ausgezeichneten, unvergesslichen Kamelienkongress. Fangen Sie jetzt 
schon mit Ihren Reisevorbereitungen an!
Mr. Neville Haydon bleibt weiterhin der Vorsitzende des Otomo Research Board. Der 
Otomo Research Fonds im Wert von £34.658 (~63.000US$) ist auch weiterhin auf Ihre 
kontinuierliche Unterstützung angewiesen, damit die Kamelienforschungsprogramme 
expandiert werden können. Das 2008 Forschungsstipendium in Höhe von 2000 US 
$ wird Professor Chuji Hiruki für ein Projekt, der die Natur und Auswirkung von 
Kamelienvirusbefällen untersucht, verliehen. Einige dieser verursachen Panaschierung in 
Kamelienblüten, die von vielen bewundert und doch von andern gehasst wird.
Unsere regionalen Mitgliedsvertreter benötigen auch weiterhin Ihre Hilfe. Die Kosten der 
einzeln verschickten Mahnungen bzgl. noch ausstehender Beiträge werden immer höher. 
Bitte unterstützen Sie Ihren Mitgliedsvertreter, indem Sie pünktlich zahlen und etwaige 
neue Adressen umgehend melden. 
Es hat mir Freude bereitet, Präsident im Jahr 2008 zu sein. Leider geht meine Amtzeit 
Ende 2009 zu Ende. Im Großen und Ganzen bin ich enorm gerne Präsident gewesen. Neue 
Probleme und Herausforderungen kommen weiterhin auf uns zu in der sich stetig ändernden 
Welt.  Wir müssen alle mithelfen, neue Mitglieder anzuwerben und zusehen, dass die Anzahl 
der ICS Mitglieder weiterhin zunimmt.
Gregory Davis

Zusammenfassung des IC Journalinhaltes:
S.9. Vizepräsident Max  Hansen und GB Direktor John Fildew beschreiben ihren Besuch 
nach Yunnan, China, zum Kamelienfestival in Chuxiong und der Kamelien-Expo in Dali. 
S.11. Max  Hansen erläutert die Reise nach Tenchong.  Er war besonders von den Approach-
Grafting Methoden beeindruckt, die zur Vermehrung junger reticula Sämlinge von uralten 
Bäumen eingesetzt werden.
S.12. You Muxian beschreibt seinen eigenen Besuch nach Tenchong mit Präsident Greg 
Davis, Rosemay Davis und John Wang, wobei die Information über das Erscheinen der  
C. japonica ‘Jinpan Lychee’ zu Zeiten der Ming Dynastie und die Besichtigung uralter 
Bäume in einem Dorf einer der Höhepunkte war. 
S.17. Shigeo Matsumoto stellt den Ort des nächsten Internationalen Kamelienkongresses 
in Kurume City, im März 2010 und die hoch interessanten Ausflüge vor und nach dem 
Kongress Namen des Vorstands vor. 
S.27. Unser Gönner, Patron Charles Puddle, erzählt uns wie and warum er die Entscheidung 
traf, eine internationale Kameliengesellschaft zu gründen und wie er das erste Journal 
herausbrachte.
S.29-39. Der Ausflug vor dem 2008 IC Kongress in England.
Beim 2008 Kongress in Falmouth gehaltene Referate:  
S.40. John Price machte uns mit der Ankunft von Kamelien in einigen der berühmten Gärten 
Cornwalls bekannt.
S.44. Bee Robson erzählte uns über ihre Methode zur Identifizierung einiger historischen 
Kamelien, die in vielen dieser Gärten zu finden sind. 
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S.50. Autor und Teeliebhaber John Griffiths verfolgte der Entwicklung der Teeindustrie in 
der westlichen Welt.
S.56. Inspektor für Pflanzengesundheit, Ann Payne, beschrieb die Identifizierung und 
Auswirkung von Phytopthora ramorum und Phytopthora kernoviae in Cornwall und wie 
diese wichtigen Pflanzenkrankheiten in dieser Region gehandhabt werden.
S.59. Carmen Salinero schickte ein Referat, das sich mit Schädlingen und Krankheiten 
beschäftigt, von denen Kamelien in Spanien befallen werden.
S.66. Chuji Hiruki hielt sein Referat über die Entdeckung des ursprünglichen C.j. Tama-no-
ura Baums in den Goto Inseln Japans und seine Position in der Entwicklung des Interesses 
an Kamelien in der Region.
S.70. Nobumine Tateishi stellt die Ergebnisse ihrer Forschung vor, die darauf hinzeigen, 
dass das Gebiet inklusive der Inseln von West Kyushu ein “genetischer Brennpunkt” in der 
Evolution der C.japonica ist und dass die C.j.Tama-no-ura als eine Mutation an nur einem 
Baum in dieser Region entstand.
S.74. Die Forschungsergebnisse bzgl. der Abstammung der C.x vernalis wurden von 
Takayuji Tanaka vorgetragen und es wurde festgestellt, dass der ursprüngliche Samen von 
der C. sasanqua stammt und der ursprüngliche Blütenstaub von der C.japonica kommt.
S.84. Hermann Schoentag und Christiana Roeder beschreiben die Entdeckung und weltweite 
Verbreitung der Kamelie granthamiana und erläutern einige neue, erweiterte Informationen, 
die nicht vorher veröffentlicht wurden.
S.89. Gao Jiyins Referat befasst sich mit der Entdeckung und Namengebung der C.changii/
C.azalea und den Problemen, die bzgl. der Prioritäten, die jedem Namen gegeben werden, 
bestehen.  Er berichtet über detaillierte Studien dieser beiden Spezien so wohl im Freien als 
auch in Labor- und Gärtnereisituationen, wobei er und andere Kollegen zu den Letzteren 
beigetragen haben. 
Die Themen behandelten ihre Blütezeit, ihre Blütenpigmente, morphologische Eigenschaften 
ihrer Blüten und Frucht und die Aufzeichnung verschiedener Formen und Mutationen.  
Ihre Kultivierungsanforderungen, Schädlings- und Krankheitsresistenz und ihr Wert als 
Stammpflanze zu Züchtungszwecken wurden diskutiert.
S.97. Klaus und Helga Urban berichteten über die Erfahrung, die sie beim Kamelienanbau in 
ihrem Garten, der in einer als Klimazone 8 eingestuften Gegend in der Nähe von Frankfurt, 
Main, in Deutschland liegt, gemacht haben.
S.100. Eduardo de la Rubia Huete verstarb leider kurz vor dem Falmouth Kongress. Eine 
verkürzte Version seines Referats wird hier veröffentlicht.  (Der komplette Text, kann auf 
Wunsch vom Verleger angefordert werden). Sein Referat bezieht sich auf seine Studien 
über die ersten europäischen Kamelien und er baut die Idee weiter aus, dass Kamelien 
wahrscheinlich in Europa, jedenfalls wenigstens in Spanien und Portugal, vor dem bisher 
angenommenen Datum erschienen.
S.112. Für Registrierung neuer Kamelienarten bestehen bis jetzt keine internationalen 
Richtlinien, die Deutlichkeit,  Einheitlichkeit oder Stabilität zur Anwendung zwecks 
Verifizierung neuer Arten festlegen.  Jiyuan Li hielt ein Referat in Namen des Teams 
aus Zhejiang, China, indem er einige Testrichtlinien für ornamentale Kamelien vorstellt.  
Die gezeigten Eigenschaften illustrierten die in den Beschreibungen verwendeten 
morphologischen Merkmale.
S.119. Der Internationale Registrar, Neville Haydon, beschreibt die Arbeiten, die die 
Verwaltung des Internationalen Kamelienregisters mit sich bringen und bittet um Hilfe 
bzgl. der Erstellung des zweiten Anhangs, mit dem er z.Zt. beschäftigt ist.
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2008是国际茶花协会不同寻常的一年

四月初在英国康沃尔郡法尔茅斯市召开的国际茶花大会取得了圆满成功。
超过200名国际茶花协会的会员参与了大会。会前及会后考察成果丰硕。许多历
史名园正好处在观赏茶花和杜鹃的最佳时期，给我们留下了难以磨灭的印象。
大会期间的论文涵盖了大家感兴趣的多个领域。东道主法尔茅斯市“会唱歌的
市长”热情欢迎各位来宾参观了这个引人入胜的城市。大会的成功当然首先要
归功于不少英国茶花会员的辛劳工作和热情参与。除了起主要作用的帕特·肖
特（Pat Short）、詹妮弗·特雷汉（Jennifer Trehane）、约翰·费尔杜（John 
Fildew）、埃里克·泰勒（Eric Taylor）及基尔·托第（Jill Totty），帕特女士
在闭幕式致辞中还列举了其余17位英国会员对大会的帮助。谢谢这些人的辛勤
付出。我确信大家也会乐于看在2008年《国际茶花杂志》上有关本次大会的相
关文章。

三月初举办的大理茶花博览会打破了茶花界的所有记录。超过250家茶花
苗圃参加了2008年在大理举办的第六届中国茶花展和茶花节。在为期一周的博
览会期间也同时举办了由游慕贤倡导成立的第三届中国育种年会。在富丽堂皇
的开幕式上，一英里长的茶花展示和民族歌舞真是令人目不暇接，只能在会后
仔细观看组委会编辑和分发的DVD才能窥其全貌。部分参会的国际茶花协会会
员还参观了2012年的国际茶花大会的举办地楚雄，也参观了腾冲，这是难以置
信的超大的云南山茶古树产地。有关中国茶花节的文章很值得一读。

国际茶花登录网站也进展神速，已吸引很多查阅者。2008年5月吉安马里
奥·莫塔(Gianmario Motta)教授和丹尼尔·法拉利（Daniele Ferrari）被提名为
网络登录管理员。网络版的更新由尼维尔·海顿（Neville Haydon）收集整理，
然后发给莫塔和法拉利，编辑到相应的位置。这是一项持续漫长的工作。

在法尔茅斯茶花大会期间召开的国际茶花协会理事会上做出的主要决议如
下：

茶花登录网站是国际茶花官方网站的一个有机组成部分，免费向所有感兴
趣的使用者开放。瑞士洛迦诺有关上交全部注册费的动议被废止，而重新采用
以往的上交85%注册费先例，会员注册费由各国代理人在12月31日前把2008年
应付的金额汇到Butterfield银行。《国际茶花杂志》将直接从英国邮寄给每一位
国际茶花协会会员。将在西班牙和葡萄牙（未最终确定）举办2014年国际茶花
大会，中国大理举办2016年大会。

英国召开的理事会后，经过邮件投票的方式，理事们接受罗来因·佛拉舍
（Lorraine Fraser）的辞呈并由尼维尔·海顿接任国际茶花品种登录员的工作。
2008年5月莫塔教授和法拉利被提名为网络版茶花品种登录的管理员。

下一届国际茶花大会将于2010年在日本的久留米市举办。久留米市的名
誉市长江藤守国先生出席了英国法尔茅斯大会并邀请所有的国际茶花会员于
2010年春季去日本。松本重雄和比留木忠志都在法尔茅斯作了相应的报告推介
久留米大会。这将是在日本举办的第四次国际茶花大会，而日本总是能举办出
色的“难以忘怀的”茶花大会。现在就开始做好你的参加计划吧！

尼维尔·海顿先生再次成为Otomo研究基金会的主席。现在Otomo研究基金
已有34658英镑（约合63000美元），请继续予以支持以扩展我们的茶花研究项
目。2008年2000美元研究费将资助比留木忠志教授，用于更好地理解茶花病害
的习性和影响，一些病害会导致茶花开花时产生斑纹，有些人赞成而另一些人
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则反对。

会员的地区注册代理人也需要你的帮助。给每一位会员发出催缴信等正变
得越来越贵，请帮助你的地区代理人，及时主动缴交费用，并及时告知任何通
讯地址的变更。

2008年期间继续担任主席一职，我确实感到非常荣幸。然而，我的任期将
于2009年结束。总而言之，担任主席是个很有趣的经历。我们将持续面对许多
世界从未有过的新问题和挑战。让我们共同努力鼓励更多的人加入，使我们的
队伍越来越壮大。

 格雷戈里·戴维斯
1 A 全文翻译主席致词

2、国际山茶杂志内容摘要
第9页  国际茶花协会副主席马克思·汉森（Max Hansen）和英国的理

事约翰·费尔杜(John Fildew)记述了他们的中国云南之旅，较高评价了楚
雄的茶花节和大理的茶花博览会。

第11页  马克思·汉森介绍了腾冲之行。他对靠接法繁殖古茶花树留
下了特别深刻的印象。

第12页  游慕贤记述了与戴维斯(Greg Davis)主席与夫人(Rosemary 
Davis)、王大庄去腾冲的经历。精彩部分是得知在明代‘金盘荔枝’就已
经引到当地，并在一个村子看见了该品种的古树。

第17页  松本重雄代表久留米茶花大会执行委员会报告了下一届茶花大
会的举办地日本久留米市和时间2012年3月及令人期待的会前、会后考察。

第27页  我们的赞助人查尔斯·帕多（Charles Puddle）讲述了他如
何及为什么决定成立国际茶花协会，他是怎样编辑第一期杂志的。

第29-39页  英国2008年茶花大会的旅程

法尔茅斯2008年大会发表的论文：

第40页  约翰·普赖斯（John Price）介绍了茶花是如何引入到一些
康沃尔著名花园的。

第44页  毕·罗伯生（Bee Robson）讲述了她鉴定许多花园中发现的
茶花历史名树的方法。

第50页  作者兼茶爱好者约翰·格里芬斯（John Griffiths）追述了
西方世界茶产业的发展历史。

第56页  植保员安·佩恩（Ann Payne）记述了在康沃尔发现的2种病
害Phytopthora ramorum和 Phytopthora kernoviae的鉴定方法和表现，在英国
是如何处理这些重要病害的。

第59页  卡门·萨利内罗（Carmen Salinero）概要地总结了西班牙的
茶花病虫害。

第66页  比留木忠志发表了在日本五岛列岛发现‘玉之浦’茶花的母
株的经过及在该地区掀起的茶花热潮。
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第70页 立石信峰发表了她的研究成果，结果表明九州西部群岛是华东

山茶进化中的遗传热点地区，名品‘玉之浦’就是该地区的一株山茶树来
源的。

第74页  田中孝幸报道了C.x vernalis亲本组成的研究结果，表明茶梅是
它的母本，华东山茶是它的父本。

第84页   赫曼·希恩泰克（Hermann Schoentag）和克里斯蒂娜·洛
德尔（Christiana Roeder）描述了大苞白山茶的发现和分布，还包括一些
以前未发表的一些资料。

第89页   高继银的论文介绍了杜鹃红山茶的发现和命名及在采用命名
优先法则时存在的问题。他报道了有关该种在野外和他与其他研究人员在
实验室及苗圃取得的详细研究结果。论点包括了它的开花期、花色素、花及
果实的形态学特征、记述了其不同变型和突变。还讨论了栽培条件需求、
病虫害的抗性、作为育种目的亲本价值。

第97页  克劳斯（Klaus）和海尔加·尓本（Helga Urban）报道了他
们在被认为是德国第8气候区的花园中种植茶花的经验教训。

第100页 Eduardo de la Rubia Huete在法尔茅斯大会前夕不幸逝世。
他的遗作简写版在这里公开发表（如需全文，可向编辑索取）。他的论文
发表了他有关引入欧洲的第一株茶花的研究成果，至少应该比以前推测的
要早到达西班牙和葡萄牙。

第112页  到目前为止，茶花新品种的注册还没有一个描述新品种的特
异性、一致性和稳定性的国际标准。李纪元代表中国浙江的工作团队介绍
了观赏茶花的一些测试标准及用于描述的形态特征的图示法。

第119页  国际茶花登录员内维尔·海顿阐述了有关国际茶花品种登录
相关工作，并在编辑第二增补本时请求的帮助。

Translated by Wang Zhonglang
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