
3

International Camellia Journal
2019    No. 51

Aims of the International Camellia Society

To foster the love of camellias throughout the world 
and maintain and increase their popularity

To undertake historical, scientific and horticultural research in connection with camellias

To co-operate with all national and regional camellia societies 
and with other horticultural societies

To disseminate information concerning camellias by means of bulletins 
and other publications

To encourage a friendly exchange between camellia enthusiasts of all nationalities

Major dates in the International Camellia Society calendar

International Camellia Society Congresses

2020  -  Goto City, Japan.

2022 - Italy 

2024 - USA

ISSN  0159-656X
Published in 2020 by the International Camellia Society.

© The International Camellia Society unless otherwise stated



4

Contents  Page

President’s Message Prof. Guan Kaiyun 6
Web Manager’s Report Prof. Gianmario Motta 8
Editor’s Report Frieda Delvaux 11
Otomo Haydon Research Fund report Herb Short 12
Committee for Historic Camellia Conservation Dr. Stephen Utick 14

Historical Camellia Conservation meeting Conghua / China 2019 
Overview of presentations Frieda Delvaux 20

New Directors 
Anke Koschitz 38
Jacques Soignon 39

New Member Registrar 
Yves Chapel 40

European Registrations 2019 42

Articles 
Higo Camellias in the Japanese Garden in Hasselt (B) Marc de Coninck 49
200-Year-Old Camellias “Discovered” at Wentworth Woodhouse Herb Short 52
A Case of Identity at Wentworth Woodhouse Herb Short 56
Study on the relative DNA contents of Camellia by flowcytometric analysis
  Takayuki Tanaka 59
Oshima, my favourite  ‘Camellia Island’ Jennifer Trehane 71
Apoliu camellia valley Hou Wenqing 75

Travel Reports Frieda Delvaux 79
ICS-Benelux Portugal Tour February 2019 79
Our stay in China – October 2019 84
A day in Shanghai and the excursion to Hangzhou 92

Camellias in literature and New publications 
L. B. Van Houtte. The 19e century’s Garden Prince of Ghent. Luc Dhaeze 96
So, you would like to write a book… Dr George Orel 100
Evaluation of selected Theaceae leaf samples, 
using Novel HPLC Techniques and Protocols Dr. George Orel 105
Il Giardino delle Camellie Luc Dhaeze 106
Tricolor von Mainz Luc Dhaeze 107
Seidel, a dynamic horticulture family, 
in the 19th, 20th and 21st century Luc Dhaeze 108



5

News from the Regions 
Argentina 109
Benelux 112
Brazil 114
Croatia - Monte Negro 119
Batumi - Georgia 122
Italy 123
Japan 124
New-Zealand 126
Spain 131
United Kingdom 136
USA 138

Obituaries 
Mayda Reynolds 141
Otto Eisenhut 142
Piero Hillebrand 143
PHAN Kiêu-Duong 144
Neville Haydon 146
Waldemar Max Hansen 148

Treasurer’s Report Clare Million 150

ICS Officers 2019 - 21 153

ICS Regional officers 2019 - 21 154

ICS Membership Report 2019 157

Deceased 2018-2019 158

Membership Changes 2019 159

Translations 
China Wang Zhonglang 163
Italy Mirella Motta 164
Portugal Joana Andresen-Guedes 167
Spain Dr Pilar Vela Fernández 169
France Pascal Vieu 172
Germany Ines Kasimir 175

Contents  Page



6

President’s Message 2019 
 
This is the first issue for Frieda Delvaux as Editor of the ICS Journal. Frieda 
is knowledgeable, enthusiastic, able and willing to spend time taking part in 
camellia events, a competent writer and presenter and has a wide network of 
contacts within the society. The publishing of this excellent issue indicates the 
success and hard work of Frieda as Editor of the Journal. Thank you very much 
and congratulations, Frieda! Meanwhile, I would like to express my sincere thanks 
to Beatrice Robson, our previous Editor of the Journal for her help to Frieda, for 
her great contributions to the Journal and to the society. 

The ICS Committee for Historic Camellia Conservation has been approved by 
the ICS Board and Directors in 2018 in Nantes, France. The 2019 Committee 
Meeting was held in Conghua, Guangzhou, China from October 15th to 20th. 
The meeting is sponsored by the Apoliu Ecological Agricultural Development 
Company Limited, under the auspices of the ICS. The key focus of the meeting 
was to develop a global protocol for conservation of ancient camellia trees and 
cultivars plus other promotional strategies. The Meeting was very successful and 
fruitful. I would like to extend my gratitude to the Apoliu Ecological Agricultural 
Development Company Limited, especially to Mr. Hou Wenqing, President of the 
company for the financial support to the meeting. My sincere thanks also go to 
those who have made contributions to the success of the meeting. 

I visited Fukuoka, Kurume, Goto and other places in Japan from March 26th to 
April 6th, 2019. I was very happy to see that our Japanese friends were very 
busy preparing the ICS 2020 Congress in Goto. I was invited there to attend a 
meeting of the Organizing Committee of 2020 ICS Congress. I was so moved by 

From L to R: 
Katsuhiko Higuchi, 
Takayuki Tanaka, 
Guan Kaiyun, 
Shintaro Enokizu, 
Michihiro Tanigawa.
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our Japanese friends for their serious working spirit. I am sure the 2020 ICS Goto 
Congress in Japan will be a very successful and enjoyable congress. 

The Pre Congress Tour of the ICS 2020 Congress in Goto will start on 24th and end 
on 29th, February, 2020. Participants will be able to visit many famous and beautiful 
places including some International Camellia Gardens of Excellence (ICGE). 

The Congress will take place from February 29th (Saturday) to March 6th, 
2020. The registration and Welcome Party will be on February 29th. Opening 
ceremony, Research presentations, Board meeting of ICS Directors and closing 
ceremony will be held during the Congress. Participants will get the opportunity 
to visit many interesting locations including museums, churches, beaches, etc. 
Post Congress will be from March 6th to 11th. Visits will be arranged to the 
Osaka Museum of Natural History and Hattori Urban Garden, walking around 
Gion area in Kyoto city, Kyoto Craft Mart, Okumura’s house for ‘Goshiki-chiri-
tsubaki’, Nijo Castle and Kyoto Prefectural Botanic Garden, Camellia garden of 
Tokyo Metropolitan, Oshima Park (ICGE), Camellia garden of Tokyo Metropolitan 
Oshima High School (ICGE), wild camellia forests, Tsubaki-Hana Garden (ICGE) 
and Tsubaki Ltd. a Camellia Oil Industry, Sankeien Garden, China town in 
Yokohama city and to the Camellia Garden of Kodomo-no-kuni. 

Detailed official itineraries and programs of the Pre Congress, Congress and 
Post Congress of the ICS 2020 Congress in Goto have been announced by the 
Organizing Committee of the Congress and online registration is available. 

Mrs Patricia Short, our Immediate Past President is so kind to organize the 
proceedings for the ICS Congress in Goto, Japan, as the Chairperson of the ICS 
Goto Congress Scientific Committee. All the ICS members are cordially invited to 
submit a paper for presentation at the ICS 2020 Congress in Goto. 

I am looking forward to seeing you in February/March in Goto, Japan, to visit the 
beautiful cities, landscapes and gardens, and to enjoy the warm hospitality of the 
incredibly rich and ancient Japanese culture. 

Guan Kaiyun
Dr. & Prof. ICS President
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Web Manager’s Report  Gianmario Motta

 
The 2019 web accesses are like 2018, with a daily average of 300 users in 
springtime and 150 in low season. Within the ICS Website, the Web Camellia 
Register progressed a long way, in both content and search engine.
 
Regarding the Web Register content, over 1.000 cultivars were added, thanks to the 
support of ICS Camellia Registrar, prof Z. Wang. Also, over 4.500 illustrations have 
been uploaded. Of them, about 1.000 are antique plates and 3.500 are pictures, 
kindly made available by the American Camellia Society, Australia New Zealand 
Research Society, and Estación Fitopatolóxica Areeiro (Spain). Additionally, several 
ICS members have collaborated (see below). Thanks to this global collaboration, the 
Web Camellia Register is now the largest (illustrated) camellia database in the world.  

Year Source Quantity 

1835 Baumann, Kamelien Sammlung (*) 48

1841 Berlese, Iconographie(*) 300

1831 Chandler, The Varieties of Camellia Japonica (*) 40

1845 Morren, Annales de Gand, 1845 - 1849 25

1839 Van Houtte, Flore des serres et des jardins d’Europe, Gand 28

1848 Verschaffelt, Nouvelle Iconographie, 1848-1860 624

Various Miscellaneous 41

1.106

   
Country Source Quantity 

Australia A.N.Z.C.R.S (Australia New Zealand Camellia Society) 519

France Yves Chapel 216

Italy Andrea Corneo - Villa Anelli 421

Italy & 

Worldwide 

Gianmario Motta - Villa Motta and Worldwide Gardens 550

New Zealand Tony Barnes 235

Portugal Joana Guedes (antique cultivars) 56

Spain Estación Fitopatolóxica Areeiro (T. Pilar Vela & C. Salinero) 380

USA American Camellia Society Registrations (1949-2018) 620

USA Mike Chelednik 294

Miscellaneous From the Internet (checked) 200

3.491
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New or revised entries in the web camellia register  

Estación Fitopatolóxica Areeiro - Spanish cultivars (T. Pilar Vela & C. Salinero) 33

ICS registrar (Professor Z. Wang, KIB) 1.000

Joana Guedes (review of existing descriptions) 39

1.072

Also, donations enabled a substantial enhancement of the search engine. Now, 
you can access the Register from the home page by clicking “Camellia register” 
button (Figure 1).

 
Figure 1: The Web Camellia Register can be accessed by clicking the “Camellia Register” button in 
the home page.
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Additionally, you can search your camellia by any combination of description 
Fields (All Fields, Cultivar/Species only, Description Only) and Terms (All terms, 
Any terms). Suppose you search “Lavinia Maggi white”. With “All Fields”, the 
software will consider both description and cultivar name. With “Cultivar/
species” it will consider only the cultivar name or species. With “Description 
only”, the engine will browse the whole description. In this search, with the 
option “All terms”, the engine will retrieve descriptions (actually, bare 5 
cultivars) that include (only) “Lavinia” and “Maggi” and “white” (Figure 2). The 
combination “Description only” and “All terms” is useful with cultivars you are 
not sure about. 

Figure 2 Searching camellias by the combination “All terms” and “Description only”
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Editor’s Report Frieda Delvaux

 
My first edition of the ICS Journal, what a challenge! As with any new project 
one takes on there is a lot to take into account as collecting articles and 
advertisements, translations, proofreading, printing, distribution etc.  Most 
important though, there is so much to discover about what’s happening in the 
camellia world and it’s a joy to communicate with people from all over the globe.  
Before I move on, I would like to thank Bee for the smooth handover, her 
guidance and for her work and dedication which led to the interesting and 
beautifully illustrated Journals we all have been able to enjoy over the past years. 

One thing we are not short of this year is content. Thank you to all who have 
contributed to this Journal by sending their reports, stories and pictures. 
In this edition of the Journal you will find news about the Conghua International 
Historic Camellia Conservation Meeting, an article about a camellia project in 
Brazil and an amazing discovery at an old estate in the UK.  There is quite some 
“News from the regions”, information about new book publications and a lot 
more.
Keep sending your camellia articles.  New ideas or suggestions are welcome too.

Last but not least I would like to express my gratitude to the translator team 
who kindly accepted the texts for translation to their language. A warm welcome 
to Mrs. Noriko Kimata who kindly accepted the translations to Japanese and a 
special thank you to Mr. Shigeo Matsumoto who previously took care of this task 
during several years. We hope that Matsumoto-san will continue reading our 
Journal for a long time to come.

Finally, I would like to mention and thank our new typesetter Pieter Geerts for 
his enthusiasm, refreshing ideas and contribution to the Journal you have in 
front of you.

Enjoy reading this 51st edition of the ICS Journal.
Wishing you all an exciting camellia year.
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Otomo Haydon Research Fund – 2019
 
The year 2019 marked Dr George Orel’s 82-page report on completion of 
the study “Evaluation of Selected Theaceae Leaf Samples Using Novel HPLC 
Techniques and Protocols”.  HPLC being, of course, High Performance Liquid 
Chromatography. This work was financed in part by our grant of US$5,000 in 
2017 and may well be the most important project funded in the 20-year history 
of the Otomo Haydon Research Fund. 

As George has pointed out: “Until recently, the traditional taxonomic studies 
of the genus Camellia routinely used morphological and to a lesser degree 
molecular techniques and protocols with various degrees of success. The 
resulting works were not always compatible and discussions often arose as to 
their validity and as to which taxonomic systems should be used in current and 
future scientific research.” 

The following three paragraphs are the report’s final conclusions and point to 
HPLC as a potential way to solving the long disputed issues of Theaceae and 
Camellia taxonomy. 

“The HPLC based experiments which are presented in this work supplied a 
wealth of highly detailed and reliable quantitative data. Based on chemical 
analyses of some 217 Camellia and Theaceae replicates the new results suggest 
taxonomic complexity which is not reflected by the current, morphology 
based descriptors. It may be stated that the HPLC based research is capable of 
supplying a clearly defined body of reliable scientific information.

“It should also be noted, that the here presented scientific findings do not 
support (or only partially so), the morphology and molecular based taxonomic 
systems.  However, they seem to be in agreement with a number of historical 
and also more recent, evolutionary studies which argue for the retention of 
beneficial evolutionary traits, as formulated by Darwin and commented on by 
Dawkins and a number of other evolutionary scientists.  The new HPLC based 
experiments bring to light new information which not only broadens the pool 
of our collective knowledge, but also foreshadows the possibility of the creation 
of a new, alternative taxonomic system for the members of genus Camellia and 
family Theaceae.

“And lastly, one more comment should be made. The herein presented HPLC 
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based results were achieved by relying on the achievements of modern 21st 
Century science. It should be remembered that the current sciences of genetics, 
chemistry, botany and taxonomy were founded on the great works of all those 
who over the past Centuries contributed to our knowledge.”

For the full 82-page report, please contact George Orel at: g_onebonobo@
hotmail.com

We were all saddened by the relatively sudden death of Advisory Board member 
Waldemar Max Hansen in late 2018. His term on the Board was to end in May 
2019.  We are happy to report that Marc De Coninck, former Benelux Director, 
has agreed to accept the post on the Advisory Board for the period 2019-2024. 

Kiyomi Shinoda’s term will end May 2020; Don Bergamini’s 2021; Stephen Utick’s 
2022;  Herb Short’s 2023.

There are no donations to the Fund listed in the Treasurer’s Report for the year 
ending 2019. However, a total of £1,374 for the Fund were received by the ICS 
Treasurer Clare Million shortly after the end of the 2019 fiscal year. This was 
made up of individual donations from Elizabeth Chan in memory of Thalia 
Hamilton, Ursula Hodges in memory of Mary Hodges, and Pat and Herb Short 
in memory of Bruce Robertson and Neville Haydon. Our thanks to the donors. 
And please remember that you can make a donation through your Membership 
Representative or directly to me.

Herb Short, Chairman, Advisory Board  
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A very successful meeting of the 
ICS Committee for Historic Camellia 
Conservation was held in Conghua, 
Guangdong Province, China, during 
18-19 October 2019 which was the 
culmination of a programme which 
began on 15 October.  Indeed, at this 
second meeting of the Committee 
(following our first meeting at ICS 
Nantes in 2018), a declaration for 
historic camellia conservation, named 
the Apoliu Declaration, was defined 
and discussed.  This Declaration 
(currently in its preliminary form) 
is an International Statement that 
encourages the Conservation of 
Ancient and Historic Camellias 
around the world.   Also, it sets 
criteria for Specification of Ancient 
Indigenous Camellia Trees and Historic 
Ornamental Camellia Trees, Standard 
of Measurements and Records, and 
the institution of International Awards 
for Significant Ancient Indigenous 
Camellia Trees and Significant Historic 
Ornamental Trees.  The Declaration 
shall be considered by the board of 
ICS Directors at the forthcoming ICS 
2020 Congress, in Goto, Japan.
The Declaration is named after the 
place of its inception, namely Apoliu 
Camellia Tourism Valley, an example 
of China’s cooperation development, 
located in a more isolated valley near 
Conghua.  In this case, Government, 

Business and the local Community 
are working together to build a 
beautiful Camellia Tourism Valley.  
ICS is profoundly grateful to Mr 
Hou Wenqing, our generous host, 
for supporting the ICS Committee 
Meeting, involving 60 international 
delegates representing China, 
Australia, United Kingdom, Benelux, 
Germany/Austria, Italy, Japan, Spain, 
and Vietnam.

It is also worth noting that meetings 
of this ICS Committee seem to be very 
popular events; healthy attendance by 
Committee representatives have so 
far been accompanied by more than 
30 or so interested ICS members from 
around the world.  It is very evident 
that there is much interest in historic 
camellia conservation within the ICS.

The Significance of a Protocol 
Document and of a Declaration
This ICS Committee meeting was 
the start of an international process 
with the ultimate end of encouraging 
the global community to conserve 
ancient and historic Camellia trees.  In 
considering such a process, terms such 
as ‘Protocol’ and ‘Declaration’ drawn 
from the language of international 
diplomacy are highly relevant.  Such 
concepts would be totally new to 
most ICS members and indeed to 

Committee for Historic Camellia Conservation
Genesis of the Apoliu Declaration International Camellia Society (ICS)
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horticulturalists in general.  However 
the ICS, because it possesses the 
unique characteristic of being one 
of the few (if any) international 
bodies devoted to the welfare of an 
individual genus of plant (in this case 
Genus Camellia), can certainly draw 
from certain aspects of international 
conventions to advance the cause of 
the global welfare of that genus.

Currently the document as agreed to 
by the Committee is in the form of a 
‘Protocol’.  Now the term ‘Protocol’ can 
have several meanings.  However for 
our purposes, it can mean an original 
draft of a diplomatic document, 
especially of treaties and declarations 
agreed to in conference and endorsed 
by an international body.   Should our 
Protocol document be approved by 
the Board of the ICS at the next ICS 
Congress in Goto, it then becomes a 
Declaration.  Ultimately, a Declaration 
is signed by representatives of 
all agreeing countries, so that its 
objectives can be promoted to the 
wider global community.
Unlike international ‘Conventions’, 
Declarations do not come with legal 
obligations or sanctions applied to 
them; signatories and interested 
parties are not obliged to adopt 
them although they are encouraged 
to do so.  By contrast, international 
‘Conventions’ do come with legal 
obligations and sanctions, but this 
latter kind of bureaucratic instrument 
would not be relevant to the ICS.

Why do we need an International 
Declaration?
While we all love our ancient and 
historic Camellia trees, why do we 
need to create such a declaration?  
There are four reasons - three are 
pressing because of their urgency, 
while a fourth provides new 
opportunities to promote Camellia to 
the global community.
First, the ICS should recognise that we 
are currently witnessing the greatest 
loss of plant biodiversity recorded in 
human history, including indigenous 
Camellia species.  Promoting the 
conservation of ancient indigenous 
camellia trees is an indication to future 
generations that the ICS did recognise 
this issue.
Second,  the preservation of ancient 
and historic Camellia trees helps also 
preserve precious camellia genetic 
resources to sustain the future 
prosperity of the camellia industries 
including teas, edible oils and nursery 
stock. This issue is both ethical and 
economic, given its relevance to 
the livelihoods of people in regional 
economies in many Asian countries.
Third, the preservation of historic 
ornamental trees may help prevent 
so many Camellia cultivars developed 
during the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries from becoming extinct.   
This is a problem for many Western 
countries where overwhelming 
urban development has swept 
many suburban gardens with 
their rich horticultural collections, 
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while promotion of horticultural 
monocultures throughout the nursery 
supply industries has driven many 
specialist suppliers (including of 
camellias) out of business.  This in turn 
has led to a dwindling of specialist 
knowledge of Camellia cultivars.  
Also any initiative by the ICS in 
conserving historic ornamental 
specimens could provide a beacon 
of hope for horticulturists around the 
world who are struggling to preserve 
other valuable horticultural collections.
Fourth, and finally, the conservation 
of ancient and historic Camellia 
trees enables the ICS to promote 
Camellia not only as a source of 
beautiful flowers but as a symbol of 
endurance in harsh times as well as 
good, flowering for many generations.  
This feature of Camellia was noted 
by Buddhist scholars in Japan during 
the seventeenth century, and later 
by European horticulturists in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
who were amazed at a tree that 
flowered in the winter season.

Deliberations of the Meeting
The ICS Committee was held 
on successive afternoons in two 
locations, on Friday 18 October 2019 
at Ecological Design Town meeting 
room at Conghua, and on Saturday 
19 October 2019 in Zijing Hall at 
Wenxuanyuan Hotel also at Conghua.  
Over the course of the two afternoons, 
the Committee considered the final 
text of the draft Protocol document.  

These deliberations were in informed 
by a programme of international 
speakers focussing mainly on aspects 
of conservation of ancient and historic 
Camellia trees.

The ICS Committee Hard at Work: Foreground 
(photo above) Geraldine King (Observer, UK), 
Frieda Delvaux (Committee, Benelux), Nguyet 
Hai Ninh (Observer, Vietnam), Daryl Baptie 
(Observer, Australia); foreground (photo 
below), Pilar Vela (ICS Vice President, Spain), 
Carmen Salinero  (Committee, Spain) and Bill 
Parker (Observer, Australia)

 
The agreed text of the Declaration 
statement (read out at a special 
ceremony at Apoliu Camellia Tourism 
Valley on Saturday 19 October) was 
as follows:



17

“The International Camellia Society 
(ICS) commends to the global 
community, particularly those nations 
where plants of the genus Camellia 
are grown, including their national 
parks reserves and estates, botanical 
gardens, horticultural and agricultural 
societies, heritage and cultural 
associations, the conservation of 
ancient and historic trees of the family 
Theaceae, genus Camellia.
Such trees represent an irreplaceable 
botanical and genetic repository that 
has been nurtured through millennia of 
human civilisation, particularly in Asia 
and later including India and Sri Lanka, 
global economic horticultural usage 
including tea, edible oils, cosmetics, 
native woods, nursery stock and 
floriculture.
The ICS also urges the conservation 
of these trees, particularly in their 
homelands of China, Japan, Vietnam, 
Korea, Laos, Cambodia and other 
Asian nations, the aesthetic beauty 
of which has inspired garden design, 
the arts (including painting, poetry, 
literature and ceramics) and religious 
practice throughout two millennia.
Recognising that Camellia has, since 
the seventeenth century, become a 
global flower, the ICS further urges the 
conservation of ancient and historic 
Camellia trees (both indigenous and 
ornamental) throughout the world, 
including the United Kingdom and 
the Channel Islands, the United 
States, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Brazil, and most 
European countries.  Such trees are 

international living sentinels within 
garden and other landscapes, marking 
the passage of hundreds of years 
of human horticultural endeavour 
and garden history. In summary, the 
ICS urges the world community to 
conserve these wonderful ancient and 
historic Camellia trees, priceless and 
irreplaceable symbols of economic, 
horticultural and cultural endeavours 
through millennia of human 
civilisations.”
As noted above, the Committee 
also agreed on proposed criteria for 
Specification of Ancient Indigenous 
Camellia Trees and Historic 
Ornamental Camellia Trees, Standard 
of Measurements and Records, and 
the institution of International Awards 
for Significant Ancient Indigenous 
Camellia Trees and Significant Historic 
Ornamental Trees.  These details will 
be published later should the proposed 
Declaration be accepted by the ICS 
Directors at the Congress in Goto.

Above: ICS Committee Chair Stephen Utick 
announces the genesis of the Apoliu Declaration 
at Apoliu Camellia Tourism Valley on 19 October 
2019 on the official podium assisted by Xu Lin, 
Committee representative for China (right)
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New Awards for ancient Camellia Trees
The programme in Guangdong also 
introduced something new – awards 
for ancient and historic Camellia trees 
by the ICS Committee for Historic 
Camellia Conservation. This has 
been made possible now that the 
Committee Chair has been given the 
authority by the ICS Executive “to 
make acknowledgement by way or 
an award or other documentation 
marking the identification of 
significant ancient and historic 
camellia trees worth of future 
conservation” (as communicated 
by letter from President Guan 
Kaiyun on 8 June 2019).  Although 
not yet the international awards as 
foreshowed in the Protocol Apoliu 
Declaration, such awards serve as 
a great encouragement to gardens 
and communities to conserve these 
wonderful specimens.
Under this new arrangement, two 
awards were presented during the ICS 
visit to Guangdong Province in China. 
Most appropriately, the first of these 
was awarded on 16 October 2019 at 
one of China’s most famous gardens, 
Quinhui Garden. 

Above: Award of Most Significant Historic 
Ornamental Camellia Tree to Camellia japonica 
‘Da Hong Jin Xin’ (in the background) at 
Qinghui Garden Foshan: left to right, the 
Curator of Qinghui Garden, ICS Committee 
Chair Stephen Utick, ICS President Guan Kaiyun 
and host Hou Wenqing.  Adjacent further right, 
our interpreter, our tour guide, Carmen Salinero 
and Pedro Mansilla.

This garden in Foshan was first 
constructed about 400 year ago 
during the Ming Dynasty by First 
National Scholar and Mandarin Huang 
Shijun, and subsequently repaired by 
Daliang scholar Long Yingshi during 
the Qing Dynasty in the eighteenth 
century.  The award itself was 
presented to Camellia japonica ‘Da 
Hong Jin Xin’.  The following historical 
significance was recorded on the 
award:
• An ancient historic Camellia tree 

during the Qing Dynasty
• Representing a Tang Dynasty 

Camellia cultivar
• Representative successor to an 

earlier Ming Dynasty planting in 
Qinghui Garden by national first 
place scholar Huang Shijun.
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The following day on 17 October 
2019, a second award this time for 
Most Significant Ancient Indigenous 
Camellia Tree was presented to a 
massive 400 year old forest specimen 
of Camellia semiserrata ‘Guangning 
Honghua Youcha’, 88cm in diameter 
and 12 metre in crown located on a 
mountainside near Paisha Township in 
Guangning County.
Its significance was recorded on the 
above award as being:
• An ancient indigenous Chinese 

forest king Camellia approaching 
400 years old (as from 2019)

• An ancient representative of 
Chinese Camellia species and more 
widely of wild plants of China

• As a precious botanical resource 
securing the future prosperity of 
Chinese Camellia oil industry and 
production.

Hopefully these above two awards will 
be the beginning of something more 
significant in an international context.
Dr Stephen Utick, Chair ICS 
Committee for Historic Camellia 
Conservation,
with photos kindly provided by Dr 
Wang Zhonglang

Above: ICS President Guan Kaiyun beside the trunk 
of the massive Camellia semiserrata forest king

Above: ICS Committee Chair Stephen Utick 
(centre) announces the award to Camellia 
semiserrata ‘Guangning Honghua Youcha’ with 
ICS President Guan Kaiyun (right), two officials 
from Paisha Town Government and Guangning 
County (left), and ICS Immediate Past President 
Pat Short (left foreground)

For further enquiries, please contact 
ICS Committee Chair, Dr Stephen Utick 
sutick@grapevine.com.au
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During the two days, when meetings 
were held at the Ecological Design 
Town and at the Zijing Hall of 
the Wenxuanyuan Hotel, several 
interesting reports were presented.

Full content of the presentations has 
been uploaded on our ICS website, but 
subjects and a limited content, you can 
pick-up hereafter.

Story about me and 
Camellia in Apoliu  

Our host, Mr. Hou Wenqing
Guangdong Apoliu Ecological 
Agriculture Development Co., Ltd.

In addition to this presentation (on the 
ICS Website) kindly refer to the article
“Apoliu Camellia Valley” in this Journal.

 

Situation of Ancient Camellia Trees 
and Suggestions for Conservation in 
the future, in China 

You Muxian, Zhu Huifang, You Mingfei, 
Zhu Mingxia

Distribution map of ancient Camellias in China

There are many abundant Camellia 
resources and more than 200 ancient 
camellia trees of more than 100 years 
old, widely distributed in China.  
Distribution map of ancient
Camellias in China.
They grow at temples, in parks, gardens 
of village houses or between the ruins 
of ancient temples on barren hills, 
standing high und upright, greeting 
thousands of viewers with its beautiful 
tree poses and magnificent flowers.  

Historical Camellia Conservation meeting 
Conghua / China 2019  
 Overview of presentations by F. Delvaux
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This article mainly records that the 
authors investigated the distribution 
and growth of existing ancient 
camellia tree resources in Zhejiang, 
Jiangsu, Shandong, Sichuan, Yunnan 
and other places. 

By investigating the local natural 
environment and human environment, 
from the perspective of ornamental 
value and historical heritage value, 
it proposes that the ancient camellia 
resources should be developed 
and utilized and that work on the 
corresponding conservation is 
necessary.

The age of Wanduo Ancient Camellia is Qintong, 
Jiangsu Province is 700 years.

“Dali Tea” Ancient Trees Ancient Yunnan Tea Tree in 
Gongde Forest, Chuxiong

The largest ancient Red 
Mountain Tea Tree in 
Longshou Temple, Putuo
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“Millennium Camellia King” of Xuanjiashan 
Village, Zhaojiazhen, Zhuji City

You Mingfer and Zhu Mingxia are surveying the 
ancient “Millennium Camellia King”

“Camellia King” is a landscape tree that 
has been accompanied by generations 
of people in Xuanjiashan Village 
and became a spirit of “ecological 
environment”, which people of the 
village will not allow anyone to destroy.

 
A Rapid non-destructive Tool to 
Measure Ages of Living Camellias

• Jiyuan Li, Sui Ni, Hui Wu, 
Research Institute of Subtropical 
Forestry, Chinese Academy of Forestry, 
Hanghzou
• Hui Wu
Ningbo University
• Deshou Pan
Anji Conservation Center for Wild 
animals and plants.

This is an introduction of a rapid and 
non-destructive tool to measure living 
and ancient Camellia trees. 
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The relationship between growth ring 
width, temperature and precipitation 
has been analyzed.

The analysis has been performed on
C. semiserrata
C. gigantocarpa
C. polyodonta
Gordonia acuminate

In the Conclusion of the investigations 
is mentioned that the instrument truly 
provides a rapid tool to measure the 
age of living ancient camellias with 
non-destructive array. 
In order to improve its accuracy, users 
should have enough information 
regarding the diameter growth 
character of certain living ancient trees 
in local climatic and soil condition. 
On the other hand, users will obtain 
better measurements to drill through 
the pith of the trunk, both in N-S and 
W-E although this operation is not 
easy to carry out.

 

Need for assessment and study of 
risks in ancient Camellia trees.
Protocol to determine their 
dendrological and phytosanitary 
status.

Pilar Vela, Carmen Salinero and Pedro 
Mansilla Estación Fitopatolóxica 
Areeiro, Deputación de Pontevedra / 
Spain
pilar.vela@depo.es 
carmen.salinero@depo.es  

Although every year new camellia 
cultivars are created and registered, 
it is important to preserve the old 
specimens scattered all over the 
world. They are an important genetic 
resource and a plant heritage that 
is worth to be protected. Thus, 
it is necessary to catalogue and 
characterise these specimens 
according to an international protocol, 
including the same terms, registering 
the same features and characteristics 
of each plant.

Besides knowing the morphological 
and historical characteristics of 
the specimens, it is important to 
determine the plant sanitary condition 
of each plant. The measures and 
care needed to preserve these plants 
will depend on the overall health 
of the tree. Although the camellias 
are generally hardy, in the last years 
they have been affected by a large 
number of pathogens all over the 
world. This may be due to an increase 
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in plant exchange between countries 
by enthusiasts, and probably also by 
climatic change and pollution.

Since 1982, researchers from the 
Estación Fitopatolóxica Areeiro 
(Pontevedra, Spain) have been 
studying the plant sanitary condition 
of crops and plants growing in Galicia, 
among them thousands of specimens 
belonging to the genus Camellia 
(Salinero et al, 2000; Mansilla et al, 
2002; Salinero and Vela, 2004).
The aim of the present work is to 
provide a standard protocol for 
determining the phytosanitary 
condition of old Camellia specimens.  
This protocol describes the most 
common symptoms that are observed 
in camellia trees, namely in the 
trunk, main shoots, young shoots 
and vegetative buds, leaves, flowers 
and fruits.  (All symptoms are fully 
described in the presentation).

These symptoms should be registered, 
and general and detailed pictures need 
to be taken.

The first step is to register general 
plant data (species, cultivar, age, 
location and personal details of the 
owner), as well as tree measurements 
(figure 1).

Figure 1. Tree measurements.

Surveys should be carried out every 
3 to 5 years, when possible, one in 
spring, during shoot development, and 
another one in autumn-winter, during 
the blooming period. 

Results:
A table has been drawn up including 
all the symptoms observed in the 
different parts of the plant, the 
samples collected and taken to the 
laboratory for analysis and the results 
obtained in the analyses.

(Table 1 - see next page). Each plant 
should be examined at least twice a 
year over several years (depending 
on the possibilities of performing the 
survey and the plant’s condition) in 
order to check its development and 
condition over time. 
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Specie: Cultivar: Code:
Localization: Coordinates:  
Estimated age: Owner:  
Description of habitat (natural environment): 

DASOMETRIC DATA   
Total height: Crown height: Height to branching:
Projection(crown diameters): Trunk perimeter on the base: Perimeter of trunk (1,30m):

Affected 
part

damages/symptoms 
Date of 1st sampling: Date of 2nd sampling: 

Comments
Trunk Inclination/bent or 

curved, bifurcated   

Presence of chancre   
Presence of wounds   
Presence of cavities   
Presence of 
protuberances   

Presence of cracks   
Presence of mushrooms   
Presence of perforations 
made by insects   

Damages by anthropic 
causes   

Others   
Samples for laboratory   

Main 
shoots

Presence of split/fork and 
included cork   

Presence of torsions   
Presence of aerial stumps   
Presence of lichens   
Others   
Samples for laboratory   

Young 
shoots 

and 
vegetativ

e buds

Presence of 
necrosis/discoloration   

Presence of insects 
symptoms   

Presence of aphids   
Others   
Samples for laboratory   

Leaves Presence of fumagine   
Presence of aphids   
Presence of mites   
Presence of trips   
Presence of cochineal   
Presence of Pestalotia   
Discolorations caused by 
virus and/or mycoplasmas   

Others   
Samples for laboratory   Flower/ 

fruit
Presence of Ciborinia 
symptoms   

Presence of mites in 
flower buds   

Others   
Samples for laboratory   

Others Soil condition (roots on 
air, compacted,  etc,)   

Samples for laboratory   
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1-2. Damages caused by Phytophthora 
cinnamomi and Armillaria mellea. 
3. Fomitiporia mediterranea. 
4. Compacted soil and roots on air. 
5. Cold damages. 6. Dried branchs 
caused by Colletotrichum. 7. Presence 
of mites. 8. Exobasidium in young 
shoots (gall). 9. Symptoms of Ciborinia 
in flower (petal blight). 10. Mites on 
flower buds (Cosetaccus camelliae). 
11-12. Effects of different kind of virus.

13. Trunk damage. 14. Crack on trunk. 
15. Stump and natural wound. 
16. Sucker, cracks and wounds. 
17-18. Natural wounds. 19. Cavity on 
basis of the main trunk presence of 
moss. 20. Cracks on trunk. 
21-23. Different kinds of mushrooms 
on camellia wood.
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-WANG Zhong-lang, SHEN Yunguang, 
FENG Baojun, GUAN Kaiyun
 Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, Kunming

In this paper, a brief introduction was 
carried out on the investigation to the 
ancient and historical camellia trees 
in Yunnan Province of China by the 
staff from Kunming Institute of Botany, 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
since the 1950s. Yunnan Province has 
many abundant camellia resources. 
More than 30.000 camellia trees are 
more than 100 years old, much more 
compared to other places.  Yunnan is 
also the natural camellia distribution 
area for many camellia species, 

especially for C. reticulata and C. 
sinensis var. assamica.

So far Chuxiong, Dali and Tengchong 
have very large areas of wild camellia 
populations for ornamental camellia, 
while for tea trees, the south and the 
SW of Yunnan are the  main natural 
distribution areas and cultivation fields. 

The cultivated ancient ornamental 
camellia trees could be found in 
most parts of Yunnan, especially in 
Chuxiong, Dali, Fengqing, Tengchong, 
Kunming, etc. 
The following four locations are listed 
in the first batches of International 
Ancient and Historic list:

The Outline and Conservation of Historic Ancient Camellia Trees in Yunnan Province
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1) The Camellia Community of Heiniu Mountain in Chuxiong City.

2) The tallest Camellia tree in the world in Yongping County.
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3) The tallest cultivated tree of C. reticulata in Weishan County. (Its scientific 
name is Camellia reticulata ‘Guiye Yinhong’)

4) The Ten-thousand flowers camellia tree in Lijiang.
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Overview of Ancient Tree Resources 
of Naidong Camellia in Qingdao, 
Shandong Province

Qu Juan, Xinzhao Cai
Qingdao High-tech Industrial Park 
Dongdu Industrial Co. Ltd.

This paper summarizes the 
distribution, history, general situation 
and existing problems of the ancient 
Naidong Camellia trees. Constructive 
suggestions for saving and protecting 
the  Naiding Camellia trees have been 
included as well.

The Naidong Camellia is a unique 
ornamental plant in Qingdao. It is one 
of the ten most famous flowers in 
China.  When after winter and spring 
in North China and East China leaves 
are withered and yellow, the Naidong 
Camellia has green leaves and 
safflower, red flowers.

The Naidong camellia

Its flowering period lasts for half a year. 
It is the favorite camellia of many flower 
enthusiasts and it attracts many viewers.
Nowadays, efforts are made to 
protect the old Naidong Camellias by 

cultivating new varieties, develop the 
products of the Naidong Camellia, 
promote the culture and excavate 
the potential value in a deeper way.  
Through conservation and breeding, 
the ancient trees can be extended and 
inherited and play a finishing role in 
scientific research and culture.

“White Snow Pagoda” in the Sanguan Palace of 
Laoshan Taiqing Palace.

This tree is over 400 years old. It’s 5.0 
meters high, 4.9 meters east to west 
and 4.8 meters north to south. In the 
flowering season, the fragrance is 
floating…. From a distance, it looks like 
a jewel between the dark green leaves. 
On a closer look, the flower core is like 
gold and the double petals are like jade. 
No. 19 Qidong Road is a winter 
resistant  Naidong camellia, with a 
tree height of 5 meters and  a crown 
of 6 meters from east to west, and 5 
meters from north to south. The tree is 
over 100 years old. 
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C. Island City Star 

C. Qingdao Red

Both above are Qingdao Dongdu 
resistant winter camellia varieties.

 

May we don’t waste time and then 
harvest a flowery tree.
Development, Protection and 
Utilization of Qintong Ancient 
Camellia.

Wu Hong – Jiangyan Qinhu Tourism 
Resort, Taizhou City, Jiangua Province

In Qintong town, Jiangyan district, 
Taizhou city, Jiangsu province, there 
is a marvelous ancient camellia tree.  
It is 10.2 meters high and the crown 
amplitude is 5*6 meters.

It blossoms with more than 10.000 
flowers before or after the Pure 
Brightness Festival. 

The flowers are as bright as red glow, 
beautiful and charming.  It is one 
of the eight ancient scenic spots in 
Qintong, a town with a long history.  
In March 2004, experts on camellia, 
Xia Lifang, Chen Shaoyun and You 
Muxian reasoned that the ancient 
camellia is a horticultural cultivar 
of the East China Camellia “Pine” 
and its ancient name is also known 
as “Songta”, which is a precious 
traditional cultivar. From the analysis 
of the growing habit and trend of 
the ancient camellia, it had been 
planted during the late Song Dynasty, 
more than 800 years ago. It is a 
rare cultural heritage in the world 
of camellias and can be called the 
Camellia King of China”.
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Many efforts are made to protect this 
precious heritage, not only by ICS, but 
also the local government is conscious 
about the value of historical camellias. 
Under the care and guidance of 
leaders and experts, the camellias in 
Qintong will surely get stronger and 
healthier. 

 

Large and Historic camellias in 
Portugal   -   some highlights of the 
presentation.

Joana Andresen Guedes

Size does not mean quality. There 
are about 345 camellia japonica of 
Portuguese origin from the 19th century. 
Among those identified it is important 
to study the mother-plants and to care 
for these monumental old specimens. 

Qintong Ancient Town
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Current Situation of Camellias in 
Vietnam and Appeal for protection of 
Vietnam Camellias.

Le Nguyet Hai Ninh

The world of Camellia is complex and 
is disappearing rapidly in Vietnam. At 
my field work, I saw big Camellia trees, 
but rarely I saw old Camellia trees. This 
is a big difference with China, where 
they have many Camellia trees of 
several hundred years old.

In Vietnam there are over 100 Camellia 
species and the number is still 
increasing. The density of the Camellia 
flower in Vietnam is high and their 
vitality is also very intense. I once 
witnessed the whole hill being just 
one species, for example C. gilberti, 
C. luongii, … Many species, after being 
leveled for other agricultural crops, 
resurrected from their  original roots 
the following season. A lot of yellow 
Camellia have a big flower, more buds 
and plenty of pollen.
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Mr. Lee’s (Shih-lin, Lee) hypothesis, 
explained at the 2016 Dali – ICS 
Congress: 

“Review of 10 years Camellia species 
conservation work” mentioned “In 
case of a new species population, 
not over 10 plants, it has to be 
observed during several generations 
to make sure seed seedlings would 
keep same character as the mother 
tree, otherwise, it will be taken as 
seed variation, changed seedlings 
or horticultural species”. Many 
populations under 10 trees are 
named extinct species, which need 
protection immediately. It increased 
the conservation work, but I think 
these need to be added to the 
observation list first.

So, conservation work in Vietnam is 
not only to protect extinct species 
but also needs observation and 
research for new species.  The work 
becomes more complex and heavier.  
Vietnam have plenty Camellia species 
resources and have trained some 
young guys, to focus on Camellia 
species. With the help of ICS and 
Camellia friends, we can organize a 
foundation in Vietnam, for Camellia 
species research, for a multifunctional 
conservation work station and to 
build a database.  We will depend 
on new thoughts to make species 
conservation and enlarge population 
which corresponds to gene diversity.  
Many species black boxes can 

be opened.  We can protect and 
conserve Vietnam Camellia species by 
ourselves and we will do our best to 
process this job and make it perfect.

 

200-Year-old Camellias “Discovered” 
at Wentworth Woodhouse. 

Herb Short
The complete article is published in 
this Journal.

 

Collection of Camellias in Villa Maioni 
(Verbania/Italy)

Andrea Corneo
A limited introduction can be found 
under “News from the regions – Italy”.

A more detailed introduction of the 
project will be explained during the 
next ICS Congress and will show-up in 
the next ICS Journal.
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Mount Tomah Camellia Garden  
 Greg Bourke – presented by Dr. Stephen Utick
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I was born in Frankfurt am Main, 
where I still live with my family today 
and work for more than 24 years as 
managing director of a HR agency, 
which I founded during my studies of 
literature.

Many years ago I had my office next to 
the Palmengarten and regularly visited 
the various plant exhibitions. So also 
the camellia exhibition in February. 
I was delighted by the splendour of 
the colours, the wonderful flower 
shapes and the elegant habitus of 
the camellias and was immediately 
infected with the camellia virus. 
Little by little the idea was born to 
contribute to the spread of these 
magnificent plants in Germany and to 
reduce the still existing prejudices. 

In 2017 I became a member of the 
ICS and took part in the congress in 
Nantes in 2018. In 2018 I founded an 
online shop for camellias. In 2019 I 
took part in the ICS Benelux Portugal 
trip where I had the chance to meet 
wonderful camellia friends and visited 
the ICS Benelux Camellia Show in 
Antwerp in March. I have the honour 
to act as ICS Director for Germany 
and Austria. This year (2019) I will 
attend the meeting of the Committee 
for Historical Camellia Conservation 

of Stephen Utick in China for the first 
time, which I am very much looking 
forward to.

I am happy and grateful to learn and 
discover so much in the world of 
camellias and to be part of this big 
family.

Anke Koschitz (Germany / Austria) 
 

New Directors



39

Jacques Soignon’s life story is 
inextricably linked to Nantes where he 
was born in 1958, where he spent part 
of his time as a student, then joined 
the local authority’s Green Spaces 
Team in 1985, becoming Director 
in 2001.  Over the same period, the 
City’s green footprint of public parks, 
walkways and open spaces increased 
from 700 to 1200 hectares.

In 2013 Nantes won the title of 
European Green Capital, and in 2014 
celebrated becoming the ‘City of 100 
Gardens’.  Since this time Jacques’ 
team’s mission is to build a ‘City in a 
Garden’ through a ‘Green Star’, which 
connects all of the green and open 
spaces along natural waterways and 
green corridors.

Having graduated in botany and 
ecology from the University of 
Rennes, he qualified as a horticultural 
engineer from Versailles.  Involved in 
several non-for-profit organisations, 
he is a Director of the SNHF (French 
Horticulture Society) and the Vice-
Chair of the CCVS (a specialised 
plants conservancy) and sites on the 
French division of the ICS.  He has 
authored several books, most recently, 
“1000 Camellias in Nantes & Brittany” 
and is a passionate plant/flower 

photographer.  Concurrently, Nantes 
received the agreement to be one 
of the ICS reference collections and 
developed in different parks a great 
diversity of old and new Camellias : 
Jardin des Plantes, Oarc de Procé, Parc 
de la Gaudinière et de la Beaujoire,and 
recently the Grand Blottereau nursery, 
home to a ‘camelleraie’.

Jacques Soignon (France) 
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New Member Registrar

I was born in Milizac, which is a rural village just outside Brest, in Brittany, and I 
have always lived in the same village. My occupation ? First I was a dairy farmer 
for twenty years, then, for the next twenty years, I turned to top quality meat 
producing, with cows and bulls grazing in flowering meadows.

As for my hobbies, I have done a lot of road running and back packing. I still go 
back packing and this activity allowed me to explore the French Alps and later 
the Italian Alps. (Gran Paradiso, Monte Rosa, Dolomiti).

Yves Chapel 
 



41

But what do camellias have to do with all this ?

The first camellia came to our place when our house was being built in 1983. 
Then, my sweet love ,who was a regular customer to the Stervinou Nurseries 
nearby, started our collection. After that, it was a chain of various events. 

After visiting a wonderful camellia exhibition near Brest, I first joined the « S.B.C. 
» (Breton Society of Camellias). Thanks to this association, I learnt all the basic 
knowledge of the cultivation of camellias and discovered various collections of 
camellias in parks and gardens. Later on, I joined some other associations and 
got to know the camellia collection of Nantes. Nantes is the place where I met 
the expert : Alfred Lemaître. He helped me improve my abilities to identify the 
different varieties of camellias by watching their leaves. In 2005, I joined the 
International Society of Camellias and I have been a member of the ICS ever 
since .

Then, when I took part in the « Camelias antigas », in the Azores, in 2011, I was in 
the international club. I was nicely surprised by the straightforwardness and the 
friendliness of the people I got in touch with in these international relationships, 
and I became acquainted with the Portuguese Joao Forjaz Sampaio, Joana 
Guedes, the Italian Andrea Corneo, Guido Cattolica ...Thanks to that trip, my 
passion for historical camellias grew strongly, but even before that, when I was a 
member of the SBC, I had done some research on old camellias in Brittany.

Besides, I have done several trips to Italy (Toscane, Lac Majeur), to Spain 
(Galicia), to Portugal (Northern part), and this gave me the opportunity to meet 
other celebrities such as Eusebio Lopez Redondo and Carmen Salinero.
Finally, in 2017, led by Jean-Yves Roué and Alain Stervinou, ICS France was 
created and that is the way we could organize a pre-congress in  2018, and on 
that occasion, it was an honour for me to show my collection of camellias to the 
ICS members. These marvellous days left me with nothing but unforgettable 
memories ! 
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Anne Marie Pichon (C.x hybrid) Reg. No. 137. 
Seedling of unknown parents.  Grown and 
named by Fañch Le Moal, of Park ar Brug, 
Plouisy, Brittany, France.  Mme. Pichon is a 
communications professor and passionate 
camellia enthusiast, active in the Camellia 
Association of Guingamp, in Brittany.  
Introduced in “Catalogue des obtentions 
bretonnes du Camellia”, published by the 
Société bretonne du Camellia, 2012.  Plant first 
bloomed in 1995, from a plant established in 
1985.  Plant has upright growth habit, growing 

at a medium rate.  Flowering occurs in mid-season, over an average period.  Buds 
are elongated, brownish green.  The medium-sized single flowers are flat, with 
an average of 7 petals; blooms fall whole when spent.   The flowers, which have 
a perfume, are red-purple (RHS 65A group) with darker venation.  Stamens are 
columnar, with yellow-maroon anthers and light yellow filaments.  Leaves are dark 
green, flat, and of mediium length and width. Fruit development is sparse.  
 
Bro Wengamp (C.x williamsii) Reg. No. 138.  Seedling from C.x williamsii ‘Bow Bells’, 

unknown pollen parent.  Grown and named by 
Fañch Le Moal, of Park ar Brug, Plouisy, Brittany, 
France.   First established in 1993, with first 
blooming in 1997.   Introduced in “Catalogue 
des obtentions bretonnes du Camellia”, 
published by the Société bretonne du Camellia, 
2012.   Named for the region surrounding the 
city of Guingamp, Brittany, France. Plant has 
spreading, slow growth.  Buds are elongated, 
light green.  The tubular single flowers, with 
an average of 6 petals per bloom, occur early 
to mid-season.  They are red-purple (RHS 
63C group) with deeper venation; stamens 

are columnar, anthers yellow, and filaments white.  Flowers fall whole when spent.  
Leaves are light green, and lancelolate.  Fruit development is sparse.
 

European Registrations 2019
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Domaine de la Roche-Jagu (C.hybrid) 
Reg. No. 139.  Seedling of C.cuspidata; 
unknown pollen parent.  Grown and named 
by Fañch Le Moal, of Park ar Brug, Plouisy, 
Brittany, France.   First established in 1998, 
with first blooming in 2005.   Introduced 
in “Catalogue des obtentions bretonnes 
du Camellia”, published by the Société 
bretonne du Camellia, 2012.  The Association 
Camellia du Pays de Guingamp, in Brittany, 
France, named the flower after a Breton 
castle located n the region’s Cotes d’Armor; 

the castle holds a camellia collection. The plant is fastigiate, with medium 
growth, which blooms early in the season.  Buds are lanceolate, light green.  
The medium-sized flat, semi-double blooms are white (RHS 155A group), 
lightly edged with purple (RHS purple 75A group), with an average 11 petals 
per flower. Stamens are columnar, with yellow anthers and white filaments.  
The medium-sized leaves are twisted lanceolate, and dark green. Fruit 
development is sparse.
 

Fañch le Moal (C.x williamsii) Reg. No. 140 
seedling of unknown parents, both thought 
to be C.x williamsii camellias.  Grown and 
named by Fañch Le Moal, of Park ar Brug, 
Plouisy, Brittany, France. First established 
in 1986, with first blooming in 1991.   
Introduced in “Catalogue des obtentions 
bretonnes du Camellia”, published by 
the Société bretonne du Camellia, 2012.   
Named for the originator, a renowned 
Breton camellia specialist. The camellia is a 
slow-growing, prostrate plant that blooms 
early to mid-season, with a long blooming 

season.  Flower buds are lanceolate, and light green.  The medium-sized flat 
single flowers, of an average 7 petals, are white (RHS 155B group), edged 
with pale to deeper red-purple (RHS 62B group).  Stamens are columnar, with 
yellow anthers and white filaments.  The medium-sized leaves are dark green 
and flat. Fruit development is sparse.
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Jean le Bihan (C.japonica) Reg. No. 141.  Chance 
seedling first established in 1986, with first 
blooming in 1996.  Grown and named by Fañch 
Le Moal, of Park ar Brug, Plouisy, Brittany, 
France.   Its name honors the French camellia 
collector who wrote the first book in France on 
camellias, “Pas de Jardin sans Camellia” (“No 
Garden without Camellias”) in 1966.  The plant 
has an upright habit, with a medium growth 
rate; blooming is early to mid-season.  Buds 
are oval and green.  The medium-sized flat 
semi-double blooms, with an average of 20 

petals per flower,  are red-purple (RHS group 62C); the occasional petaloids are the 
same color as the petals.  Blooms fall whole when spent.  Stamens are arranced in 
separate beams; anthers are yellow, and filaments are white.  Leaves are medium-
sized, medium green and elliptical and slightly twisted.  Fruit development is sparse.
 

Jean-Baptiste Le Floch (C.japonica) Reg. 
No. 142.  Chance seedling first established 
in 1993, which first bloomed in 1999.  Grown 
and named by Fañch Le Moal, of Park ar 
Brug, Plouisy, Brittany, France.  Introduced 
in “Catalogue des obtentions bretonnes du 
Camellia”, published by the Société bretonne 
du Camellia, 2012. It is named in honor of 
the son of passionate camellia enthusiasts, 
who was born on the same day the plant first 
flowered.  The plant has a fastigiate habit, with 
rapid growth; it has a long blooming period, 
starting mid-season. Buds are oval and green.  

Medium-sized flat, semi-double blooms are red–purple (RHS 62B group) with an 
average of 22 petals per bloom; the blooms shatter when spent.  Stamens are 
columnar, with yellow anthers and white filaments.  Leaves are flat and dark green, 
of medium size.  Fruit is sparse.
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Lola de Kergonan (C.japonica) Reg. No. 143.  
Chance seedling first established in 2005, 
which first bloomed in 2015.  Grown and 
named by Jean Noël Hélias, of Pouldergat, 
Brittany, France; named for his granddaughter.  
The plant has a dense, upright growth habit, 
with a medium growth rate.  It blooms late 
in the season.  Buds are oval, and red.  The 
medium-sized formal double takes different 
forms – imbricated, spiral, and tiered – in 
seven tiers. Blooms have an average of 40 
petals, which are heart-shaped, pointed at the 

outer edge and shaped like a triangular lozenge in the center, without stamens.  
The color is intense pink, with light venation.  The spent flower shatters.  Medium-
sized leaves are dark green, and twisted.  Fruit development is sparse. Award-
winner at the Briez Camellia Exhibition in Mahaloon, Brittany, 2016.
 

Marie-Galante (C.japonica) Reg. No. 144.  
Chance seedling that first bloomed in 2009.  
Grown by René Laot, of Saint Thonan, Brittany, 
France, and registered by Alain Stervinou, 
of Milizac-Guipronvel, Brittany.  It is named 
for the French island in the West Indies, 
close to Guadeloupe Island.  The plant is of 
upright habit and medium growth rate.  Buds 
are round, whitish-green to pale pink.  The 
medium-to-large blooms contain an average 
of 24-30 petals, in form ranging from irregular 
anemone to full peony.  Wide petals are mixed 
in among the numerous smaller rounded 

petaloids; the more than 100 petaloids are pale pink fading to pale salmon pink.  As 
a whole, the bloom is pale pink (RHS N155B group), whitening with age.  Anthers 
are yellow and filaments, white.  Leaves are medium to large, dark green, obovate 
and flat with slightly prominent venation. Spent blooms fall whole.
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Maurice Denis (C.japonica)  Reg. No. 145.  
Chance seedling first established 1985, with 
first blooming in 1995.  Grown and named 
by Fañch Le Moal, of Park ar Brug, Plouisy, 
Brittany, France, in honor of the French artist 
and painter, 1870-1943.  First established in 
1993, with first blooming in 1997.   Introduced 
in “Catalogue des obtentions bretonnes 
du Camellia”, published by the Société 
bretonne du Camellia, 2012. The plant has an 
upright habit, with a medium growth rate; 

a long blooming period begins early in the season.  Flower buds are oval and 
light green.  The medium-sized white (RHS N155B group) flowers are hose-in-
hose semi-double form, with an average of 17 petals per bloom.  Stamens are 
columnar, anthers and filaments yellow.  Infrequent petaloids are the same color 
as the petals. Spent blooms remain on the bush. Leaves are medium size, dark 
green, and flat.  Fruit development is sparse, but when seedpods are formed, 
they are 10 mm in diameter, round, and maroon.
 

Molène (C.hybrid) Reg. No. 146.  Unknown 
hybrid chance seedling, which first bloomed 
in 2008.  Grown by René Laot, of Saint 
Thonan, Brittany, France, and registered 
by Alain Stervinou, of Milizac-Guipronvel, 
Brittany.  It is named for the small island 
in western Brittany, located between the 
Finistère northern peninsula and Ouessant 
Island. The plant is fastigiate and slow-
growing, with floriferous blooming in mid-
season.  Flower buds are lanceolate and 
purplish green. The medium-sized semi-

double flowers are cup-shaped, with an average 12-18 petals and occasional 
petaloids.  The flowers and petaloids are pink (RHS 68C group), Stamens are 
tubular, with yellow anthers and white filaments.  Spent blooms fall whole.  
Leaves are of medium size, dull dark green, elongated lanceolate, with slightly 
recurved margins.
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Souvenir de PY Kerambrun (C.x williamsii) 
Reg. No. 147.  Seed from C.x williamsii ‘Mary 
Christian’ and unknown pollen parent, first 
established in 1995 and first bloomed in 2004.  
Grown and named by Fañch Le Moal, of Park 
ar Brug, Plouisy, Brittany, France, to honor 
a camellia lover very active in the Camellia 
Association of Guingamp, in Brittany.  Plant is 
fastigiate, of rapid growth, which blooms in 
mid-season.  Buds are round, green.  Large 
flat semi-double blooms and petaloids 
are red purple (RHS N57C group), with an 

average 11 petals and 8 petaloids per flower.  Blooms are scented.  Stamens are 
sprayed, with yellow anthers and white filaments.  Leaves are medium-sized, 
dark green, and lanceolate.  Fruit development is sparse.  
 

Derc’hel Soñj eus Pierre-Yves Tremel 
(synonyms “Souvenir de P.Y. Tremel”, “Pierre 
Yves Tremel”) (C.x williamsii) Reg. No. 
148.  Seed from C.x williamsii ‘Tulip Time’, 
pollen parent unknown.  Grown and named 
by Fañch Le Moal, of Park ar Brug, Plouisy, 
Brittany, France.  First established in 1996, 
with first blooming in 2007.   Introduced in 
“Catalogue des obtentions bretonnes du 
Camellia”, published by the Société bretonne 
du Camellia, 2012.  The plant honors the 
camellia-loving Breton politician who helped 
various associations and festivals in the 

region obtain funding.  Plant shows upright growth, with medium growth rate, 
blooming in mid-season.  Buds are oval, green.  Medium-sized, flat semi-double 
flowers are red purple (RHS 62C group), with an average of 15 petals  and 5 
petaloids per bloom.  Petaloids are the same color as the petals. Stamens are 
columnar, with yellow anthers and white filaments.  Spent flowers fall by parts. 
Medium-sized leaves are flat, and light green.  Fruit development is sparse.
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Thalia Hamilton (C.japonica) Reg. No. 149. Chance 
seedling established in 2011, first bloomed 2018.  
Grown by Patricia Short, London, U.K.,  and 
registered by David and Elizabeth Chan (née 
Hamilton), Kingston-on-Thames, U.K.  Named for 
the mother of the co-registrant.  Plant is upright 
and spreading, with rapid growth. Buds are 
elongated, and deep pink (RHS 58A group). The 
medium-size flat semi-double flowers are pink 
(RHS 58D) with deeper venation and occasional 

streaks.  Stamens are columnar; anthers and filaments yellow. Leaves are 
lanceolate, medium-size, dark green and flat.
 

Treger (C.hybrid) Reg. No. 150.  Grown and named 
by Fañch Le Moal, of Park ar Brug, Plouisy, Brittany, 
France. The name refers to the Breton area Trégor.  A 
cross between C.hybrid ‘Freedom Bell’ x C.japonica 
‘Kingyo-tsubaki’.  First established in 1995, with first 
blooming in 1999.  Plant is spreading, with slow 
growth.  A long flowering period begins mid-season.  
Buds are oval, and light green.  The bright red flowers 
(RHS 58B group) are a flat semi-double of an average 
of 10 petals, with many petaloids of the same color.  

Stamens are split, with yellow anthers and white filaments. Spent blooms fall whole.  
Medium-sized leaves are dark green and fishtailed.  Fruit development is sparse.
 

Ville du Havre (C.japonica) Reg. No. 151. A 
chance seedling of unknown parents.  Grown 
and registered by Alain Stervinou, of Milizac-
Guipronvel, Brittany, France.  The plant first 
bloomed in 2011, and was selected to be baptised 
for the 500th birthday of Le Havre city, in 
Normandy, in October 2017.  The plant is upright 
and open, with slow-to-medium growth.  A long 
blooming period begins early to mid-season.  
Buds are rounded, light red.  The large single 

flowers are flat, with an average of 8 large and rounded petals per bloom.  They 
are bright pink (edge RHS 58B, base RHS 55A groups).  Stamens are wide 
tubular; anthers are golden yellow and filaments are white. Spent flowers fall 
whole.  Dark green medium-sized leaves are flat, slightly bullate.
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Since 1985, this very nice garden is the 
result of the cooperation between the 
cities of Itami in Japan and Hasselt 
(B). In 1991 the city of Hasselt donated 
a carillon to the city of Itami and in 
return the creation of a Japanese 
garden was offered, as a sign of 
friendship.

The inauguration of the biggest 
Japanese garden in Europe took place 
in 1992.  I visited this garden, for the 
first time in 2003. Shortly after, I 
contacted Mr. Marc Verachtert, who 
was the director of the garden at 

that time and suggested to introduce 
the Japanese Higo camellias, also 
known as the camellia of the samurai.  
Unfortunately, due to limited space a 
nice dream couldn’t become true.

Recently, when I heard about the 
expansion of the garden a new visit 
was planned, together with Mr. Hugo 
Dirks, also an enthusiastic Higo lover 
and the new director of the
garden, Mrs. Sara Davidson. The 
idea of planting Higo Camellias, was 
discussed again.

Higo Camellias in the Japanese Garden in Hasselt (B) 
 

C. japonica Higo Shirayuki (photo by M. De Coninck)

Articles
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In agreement with Mrs Davidson 
and Mr. Verachtert, it was decided to 
add a collection of  Higo varieties. 
So far, 124 different Higo plants have 
been identified.  In our Garden of 
Excellence, Het Leen in Eeklo (B), we 
now have a collection of 104 different 
Higo camellias.
The planting in Hasselt started in 
April 2019 with 27 plants. As some 
of the Higo camellias are still young 
and not yet suitable for planting, the 
collection will be extended depending 
availability. I’m really pleased that after 
16 years of hope and patience, the 
Higo Camellias have found their place 
in this beautiful Japanese Garden of 
Hasselt.
 
During a trip to Brittany in the eighties, 
I bought four Higo’s at the well-known 
nursery, Stervinou, in Brest. Except of 
one plant the Higo camellias are still 
doing well in my garden.

In 2001, at the ICS Congress in 
Pasadena (California), I met Mr. Shigeo 
Matsumoto, member of the “Japanese 
Higo Camellia Society” and Mr. Mikio 
Akashi, owner of the nursery “Akashi 
Green”.  I talked to both gentlemen, 
about the export of Higo camellias 
from Japan to Belgium.

A first delivery arrived the year after 
in Lochristi (B), at the nursery of Mr. 
Guy Van Rysseghem.  Because of 
numerous administrative difficulties, 
the Japanese friends had to
stop the export and there was no 

other choice than to look for other 
European Higo cultivators.
One of them, Dr Ghirardi in Italy, 
was the owner of a complete Higo 
collection and he agreed to sell 
redundant Higo plants, grown by 
himself. In the meantime Dr. Ghirardi 
stopped with the cultivation.

Two years later, during the ICS 
Congress in Jinhua (China), I met Mr. 
Rudolf Gerken (D),
who passed away several years ago. 
Mr Gerken, as well as our ICS Benelux 
member, Mr. André Luc from Brittany, 
were the owners of an important 
collection of Higo camellias and both 
gentlemen agreed to exchange plant 
material.

The “breakthrough” came in 2010, 
during the ICS Congress in Kurume 
(Japan) and my second visit to the 
town in 2012, together with Mr. Guy 
Van Rysseghem, when we had been 
invited by the vice-director of the 
“Japanese Higo Camellia Society”, 
Mr.Kazunori Inoue, to view his unique 
collection of Higo bonsai camellias. We 
could take several cuttings and young 
plants from his extended collection to 
Belgium. 

At this moment, we continue 
the exchange of plants from the 
collections belonging to Dr. Georg 
Ziemes(D), our ICS Benelux member in 
Brittany, Mr. André Luc and our friends 
in Pontevedra (SP).
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Before ending this article, I would 
like to inform you that in Belgium, 
beside the collection in Het Leen and 
since 2019, the new collection in the 
Japanese Garden in Hasselt, we also 
have two members with a private 

collection: Mr & Mrs Baudouin Van 
Cauwenberghe (plants in the garden)
Our ICS-Benelux Member registrar, Mr. 
Hugo Dirks (plant in pots)

Marc De Coninck

Bonsai of Yamato Nishiki



52

For Geraldine King, head gardener at 
Chiswick House in London, 

Geraldine King beside the old C.j. ‘Alba Plena’

it all began one day last spring with 
the telephone calls.  The first was from 
Simon at Trehane Nursery asking if 
it was OK for Scott Jamieson, head 
gardener at Wentworth Woodhouse, 
to have her phone number so that he 
could discuss the camellia collection in 
the glasshouse at the estate in South 
Yorkshire. Then, after a brief phone 
chat with Scott, Geraldine arranged 
to go up and see the collection. “To 
be honest”, she says, “when I was on 
the train, I thought: what hope have 
I of identifying these camellias? Am I 
possibly on a wasted journey?”

The camellia house.

She continues: “But upon entering 
the camellia house, I was immediately 
overwhelmed with the glorious sight of 
trees of an age and stature that I had 
only seen in Chiswick. I was mesmerized. 
There before my eyes was the largest 
Camellia japonica ‘Alba Plena’ I have 
ever seen under glass. Its trunk was 
bigger than that of the largest camellia 
at Chiswick, a C.japonica ‘Chandleri’.

200-YEAR-OLD CAMELLIAS “DISCOVERED” 
AT WENTWORTH WOODHOUSE
 Scott Jamieson, Geraldine King, Herb Short
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The old camellia greenhouse. No glass roof left.

The first ‘Alba Plena’ was imported 
from China in 1792 by Gilbert Slater of 
Knots Green (London).  Perhaps the 
largest old one still alive was planted 
outdoors about 1800 at Osterley 
House in London (see 2016 ICS 
Journal, p. 109-111).

Geraldine says, “It gets better! They 
have C.japonica ‘Pompone’ [imported 
from China for Kew Gardens in 
1810] doing exactly what ours does: 
producing pink sports. I have only ever 
seen ours and not another on any of 
the tours I have been on. And then!  
‘Lady Hume’s Blush’ [‘Incarnata’ was 
imported from China in 1806 for Lady 
Amelia Hume of Wormleybury]. 

C.japonica ‘Pompone’

C.j. ‘Incarnata’ (Lady Hume’s Blush) 

In all, there were 19 live trees, plus 
three that were dead.
Geraldine continues: “By this stage 
it was giving me the vapours. I have 
never been so excited in my life. Scott 
then explained that they want to 
convert the camellia house into a café 
– and possibly move the camellias. I 
nearly fainted. It was almost like the 
Chiswick story reborn!
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Herb having a rest under the C.j. ‘Alba Plena’ 
and Mr. Scott Jamieson looking for more 
discoveries at the background.)

“Photos were dashed off to Pat and 
Herb Short [who helped save the 
Chiswick camellias in the 1990s], 
John Price [who has helped with 
propagation at Chiswick] and Fiona 
Garnett Crumley [previous head 
gardener at Chiswick]. That was 
followed by visits to Wentworth by 
Pat and Herb and Fiona. and then by 
a letter to Sarah Farr McLeod, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Wentworth 
Woodhouse Preservation Trust, 
explaining the potential importance of 
the find.

“Now relax. Sarah phoned me and 
explained that they would work 
around the camellias.  And she has 

since brought a management team 
down for a meeting at Chiswick to 
discuss how we manage our collection 
for various events, functions and 
displays.”

Also, Geraldine and Fiona have 
taken cuttings from the Wentworth 
Woodhouse camellias and they are 
now being propagated at Chiswick. 
 
 The camellia house at Wentworth 
Woodhouse sits on the site of an older 
one dating from about 1750. It was 
designed by York architects Watson 
and Pritchett in 1813 – the same year 
that the much larger ones were built 
at Chiswick and at Eaton Hall near 
Chester.

Wentworth Woodhouse

It is now a roofless building in need of 
restoration, hidden by trees about a 
five-minute walk up a low rise behind 
the main house, which is anything but 
hidden.  The main house is the largest 
private home in the UK, with more 
than 300 rooms. Its 606-foot-long 
facade is almost twice as long as that 
of Buckingham Palace – and longer 



55

than that of any country home in 
Europe. Much of the nine miles of high 
stone wall that enclosed the estate’s 
house and gardens remains.

The Wentworth/Watson/Fitzwilliam 
families had owned the land 
surrounding the village of Wentworth 
since the 13th century.  In the late 
1700s, the more than 20,000 acres 
were found to be atop the Barnsley 
seam of the South Yorkshire coalfield. 
And by 1902, when the Sixth Earl 
Fitzwilliam died, he left a fortune of 
£2.8 million – more than £3 billion at 
today’s value.

But in the 1900s, inheritance fights, 
philandering, two sets of death duties 
and nationalization of the coal industry 
were leading factors in the decline of 
the Fitzwilliams and Wentworth. The 
biggest shocks came shortly after 
World War II.  There was a shortage 
of coal and in 1946, after negotiations 
fell through, the government seized 
110 acres of garden and parkland for 
open cast mining of coal right up 
to the front and back of the house.  
Just two years later, the Eighth Earl 
and Kathleen Kennedy, sister of the 
future US president, were killed in a 
plane crash on their way to a holiday 
in France.  And within six months of 
the crash, the house was leased to 
the Lady Mabel College of Further 
Education and then to Sheffield City 
Polytechnic until 1988.
Meanwhile, in 1972 the Tenth Earl 

Fitzwilliam ordered the destruction 
of most of Wentworth’s twentieth-
century records in order to protect 
family secrets.  A total of 16 tons of 
documents were burned in a bonfire 
that lasted three weeks. That obsessive 
desire for privacy helps explain why 
Wentworth Woodhouse – although 
within five miles of the National 
Trust’s Wentworth Castle gardens and 
national collection of C.x williamsiii – 
is almost completely unknown. The 
Tenth Earl died in 1979 without an heir.
After two private ownerships, the 
house was sold to the Wentworth 
Woodhouse Preservation Trust for £7 
million in 2017. And restoration work 
is now estimated to be about £100 
million. 

The Trust has a newsletter and 

is asking for donations. Email: 

INFO@WENTWORTHWOODHOUSE.ORG.UK 

or Telephone: +44 (0) 1226 351161
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A Case of Identity at Wentworth Woodhouse
 Herb Short

 

This handsome imbricated pink, 
photographed by Head Gardener Scott 
Jamieson, is one of the old unknowns 
in the camellia house at Wentworth 
Woodhouse.

Because of its probable age, the first 
check was through “Illustrations and 
Descriptions of the Plants Which 
Compose the Natural Order Camellieae 
and of the Varieties of Camellia 
Japonica Cultivated in the Gardens of 
Great Britain” by Alfred Chandler and 
William Beattie Booth, published in 
London in 1831. It drew a blank.

The next check, through “Iconographie 
du Genre Camellia” Tome I, by 
L’Abbé Berlèse, published in Paris in 
1841, hit research paydirt. Camellia 

Hookerii on plate 56 by the artist J.J 
Jung is remarkably close to Scott’s 
photograph. “The International 
Camellia Register” Vol.1, p.841, has 
an entry for C.japonica ‘Hookeri’ in 
the van Houtte Catalogue, 1839, as 
‘Hookerii’. But it says that the flower 
is vivid red with splashes of white that 
originated in Scotland. However, the 
next entry is ‘Hookeri(Low)’ in the van 
Houtte Catalogue, 1841. It is for a pale 
pink flower with rounded leaves that 
originated in England. That seems 
closer to the illustration in Berlèse and 
the photo by Scott.

Low is Mr. Low of Clapton.  Clapton 
is part of the borough of Hackney in 
London, which was also the home of 
Conrad Loddiges and Sons – largest 
nursery in England at that time.
According to Paxton’s “Magazine of 
Botany” Vol.5, 1838, Mr. Low imported 
many exotic plants, had a heated 
glasshouse, and did originate some 
camellias. Also, for the name ‘Hookeri’ 
we can assume that it was named for 
Sir William Jackson Hooker (1785-1865) 
who held the post of Regius Professor 
of Botany at Glasgow University in 
Scotland and was Director of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew in London. 
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C.j. ‘Mutabilis Traversii

In the same Berlèse Tome I, plate 69 
Camellia Mutabilis Traversii (Photo 12) 

 also seems to be a reasonable 
match to Scott’s photo. But in “The 
International Camellia Register” Vol 2, 
where it is a synonym for “Traversii”, 
it is described as light rosy red, 
blotched with white, originated by 
Jean Casoretti, gardener for Traversi 
of Desio near Milan. And in “Nouvelle 
Iconographie Des Camellias” Tome 

1,1848-1849, by Verschaffelt plate 2- IV 
shows that it is heavily blotched white. 
So we can rule out “Traversii” as a 
match.

In Berlèse Tome II, plate 187 there is 
Camellia Coronata Nova de Londres. 
(Photo 13 – Historic Cultivar ‘Coronata 
Nova de Londres’ )
According to “The International 
Camellia Register” Vol.1, p.403, it 
originated in England, has 5-6 rows of 
petals, imbricated from circumference 
to the centre, becoming a soft pink 
when the bloom is fully open. 

 Also, on p.402 of the Register, there 
is a ‘Coronata’ – but no mention of any 
illustrations. 
 However, the description is: 
“Transparent pink. Imbricated to the 
centre”. Also: “Perfect impression, as 
much for its beautiful form as its soft 
rose colour”. Low is mostly given as 
originator.  Among the synonyms is 
‘Coronata(Low)’, according to the  Van 
Houtte Catalogue 1839 1:2.
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Could this one be the C.j. ‘Hookerii’ ?

So, is Scott’s photo of: ‘Hookeri (Low)’ 
– or ‘Coronata Nova de Londres’ – or 
‘Coronata’ – or none of these?

If you’re lucky, you can match a newly 
discovered old camellia with another 
old one still alive– or with photos. Less 
lucky if you have to match with an 
artist’s impression of a single bloom. Or, 
if worst comes to worst, matching only 
against a written description of sorts.

And now: How about this? It is Scott’s 
photo of another unknown in the 
glasshouse. There are many, many 
camellias with stripes. But so far, we 
have not been able to find any really 
old ones with the colour and white 
stripes quite like this one. 

Although most of Wentworth 
Woodhouse’s twentieth-century 
records were destroyed, earlier records 
are held by the Sheffield Library. A 
search of those records might uncover 
purchase orders for early camellias. It 
is a hope. But when Chiswick House 
records were found for an early 
purchase of camellias from Chandler’s 
nursery in London, the names of the 
camellias were not given.  
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Abstract

Camellia x hortensis T. Tanaka is considered to be a hybrid origin bred in Edo 
period in Japan, between Japanese camellia species, Camellia japonica L. and 
Chinese camellia species such as hexaploid C. x reticulata T. Tanaka or diploid C. 
chekiangoleosa Hu.  Most cultivars of the C. x hortensis are diploid. This paper 
reports on a big diversity found in the relative DNA contents (4,188-11,569) 
among the cultivars of C. x hortensis, indicating that of the two chromosomes, 
the large one was two times bigger than the small one on average.  The relative 
DNA content of triploid cultivars with low relative DNA contents (11,181) was 
more than those of diploid cultivars with large relative DNA contents (11,569).  
The basic number of the chromosomes of the genus Camellia is 
X = 15, and no aneuploid has been found in species of lower polyploid than 
tetraploid.  Therefore, it is considered that the cause of large intraspecific or 
inter-cultivar difference in the DNA size is attributable to the difference in the 
DNA size of the parent species, suggesting that C. x hortensis is interspecific 
hybrid origin.  
The geographical distribution theory of Darwin could not explain the cause of 
cross incompatibilities of sympatric species.  Many pair species closely related 
were found growing together in the wild, suggesting that they must have very 
strong cross-incompatibilities.  A new concept was created for ‘Tetradiploid’, in 
which the diploid is doubled in volume without an increase of the chromosome 
number.  The existence of the different DNA contents was found in the genus 
Camellia, supporting the hypothesis of the ‘Tetradiploid’.  

Key Words: Flow cytometric analysis, Tetradiploid, Evolution, Reproductive 
isolation, Sympatric species, Incompatibility 

Materials and Methods

In the present study, 114 cultivars of the genus Camellia used for the flow 
cytometric analysis were from Oita Agricultural Park and from Kodama House, 
Oita Prefecture, and Kyoto Botanical Garden, Kyoto, Tokai University, Kumamoto 

Study on the relative DNA contents of Camellia by 
flowcytometric analysis
 

Takayuki Tanaka (The School of Agriculture, Tokai University, 9-1-1, 
Toroku, Higashi-ku, Kumamoto City 862-8652, Japan)
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and Jinhua International Camellia Species Garden, China.  The relative DNA 
contents were determined by using a flow cytometer, Guava easyCyte.  The 
petals of the young flower were cut by razor in the 1,200μL chopping buffer 
and Propidium Iodide (PI) solution with 0.146mg PI/cm2 in total. The roots were 
pretreated with 8- Hydroxyquinoline for five hours, and subjected to warm (60 
°C) hydrochloric acid to macerate for 15 minutes, then to Schiff reagent (Feulgen 
stain) supplementary and restained with Giemsa solution on the slide glass.  
After the preparations were made by squash method, the chromosome numbers 
were counted by microscope. 

Results

The basic number of the chromosome of the genus Camellia is X = 15, and no 
aneuploid has been found in the species of lower polyploid than tetraploid.  
Of the 25 diploid cultivars of C. x hortensis and C. japonica confirmed by the 
microscope counting, the smallest peak of the relative DNA contents was 
2.76pg of ‘Tamano-ura’, and the largest was 7.63pg of ‘Tanchozuru’ (Table 1).  
The rest of ten cultivars which were not counted and were distributed from 
2.76 to 7.63pg were considered to be diploid.  On the other hand, among the 
four triploid cultivars confirmed the chromosome number, the smallest relative 
DNA contents was 7.37pg of ‘Nanban Ko’ and the largest one was 10.84pg 
of ‘Kamo-hon-ami’.  Thus the distributions of relative DNA contents among 
both diploid and triploid had big diversity and the relative DNA contents of 
diploid ‘Tanchozuru’ was larger than the triploid ‘Nanban Ko’.  As tetraploid, 
the relative DNA contents of ‘Yobukodori’, a cultivar of C. x vernalis T. Tanaka 
et al. was 13,689, and that of ‘Popcorn’ which is the natural seedling of C. 
fraterna was 21,470 (Table 2).  The relative DNA contents of ‘Yobukodori’ was 
smaller than those of three triploid cultivars, ‘Minatonoharu’, ‘Taiheiraku’ and 
‘Kamo-hon-ami’.  Thus the relative DNA contents were distributed continuously 
among diploid, triploid and tetraploid cultivars. 

Typical hexaploid C. reticulate, 2n = 6 × = 90, blooms a large and peony type 
flowers, and the leaf was leathery and prominently and regularly serrulate.  
Among the camellia cultivars surveyed, there were cultivars somewhat similar 
to C. x reticulata, such as ‘Iwaneshibori’, ‘Fukiageshibori’ and ‘Momotaro’ 
similar in leaf type, and ‘Nanban-Ko’, ‘Isetaihaku’, ‘Hikaru-Genji’ and ‘Shiro-
botan’ similar in flower type.  While, ‘Oka’, ‘Kodama’, ‘Takeda’ and ‘Katagase’ 
(names are tentative) were newly found surrounding an old C. x reticulata tree 
‘Satsuma Ko’ at Mr. Kodama’s garden, Takeda city, Oita pref.  At first they were 
considered to be the offspring of the C. reticulata because ‘Oka’ and others 
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were somewhat similar to the C. reticulata.  But no tetraploid trees (putative F1 
hybrid) were found there.  Among the offspring, ‘Iwaneshibori’, ‘Fukiageshibori’, 
‘Momotaro’, ‘Isetaihaku’, ‘Kodama’, ‘Takeda’ and ‘Katagase’ were diploid, 2n = 2 
× = 30, while ‘Oka’ and ‘Nanban-Ko’ were triploid, 2n = 3× = 45.  Though these 
cultivars were almost C. japonica rather than typical C. x reticulata, they still 
gave us the impression of C. x reticulata, suggesting that even other cultivars 
of C. x hortensis were a recurrent backcross generation with C. japonica.  Then 
the relative DNA contents of these diploids distributed from 4,250 to 12,000, 
suggesting that they were a segregating generation derived from the two 
different genome DNA sized parents.

For the other species level, only one line each was analyzed (Table 2):  C. 
quephongensis was 4,144, C. chekiangoleosa was 7,610, C. Impresinervis was 
6,960, C.  amplexicaulis was 9,003, C. nitidissima was 8,792, C. grijsii was 9, 616, 
C. rosaeflora was 11, 866, and C. x reticulata ‘Satsuma Ko’ was 19,067, C.hiemalis 
‘Showanosakae’ was 13,508, C. yuhsienensis was 31,390, C. sasanqua X C. x 
reticulata ‘Flower Girl’ was 32,269 and so on.

C. x hortensis is considered to be a hybrid cross between Japanese camellia, C. 
japonica and Chinese species of the section Camellia such as C. x reticulata or 
C. chekiangoleosa.  Compared with a diploid C. japonica as the standard 10,000, 
the diploid C. chekiangoleosa was not so different from C. japonica, while the 
hexaploid C. x reticulata was much less than three times but, rather about two 
times.

In C. x wabiske (Kitam.) T. Tanaka et al (2001), the five cultivars were diploids 
with the relative DNA contents ranging from 7,841 of ‘Shiro-wabisuke’ to 11,356 of 
‘Sukiya’, while the figure of triploid ‘Tosa-uraku’ was 15,605 (Table 3).  The origin 
of C. x wabiske was also considered to be hybrid origin between both diploid C. 
japonica and C. pitardii (2n = 2 × = 30: 
1. ‘Tarōkaja’ is considered to be the F1 hybrid between C. pitardii and C. 

japonica, 
2. the other cultivars of Wabisuke camellia are considered to be the same origin, 

the back cross generation of ‘Tarōkaja’ with C. japonica, 
3. ‘Miyo-no-sakae’ and ‘Tosa-uraku’ are considered to be spontaneous triploids, 

which occasionally appear from the intersectional diploid hybrids. Therefore, 
the relative DNA contents of the cultivars used in this study were not so 
different except the triploid ‘Tosa-uraku’.
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From these facts that the relative DNA contents of C. x hortensis showed a 
big intraspecific diversity among cultivars, putative parent species of it were 
estimated to have different genome sizes from each other.  Actually, the genome 
size of C. x reticulata was not a multiple of that of C. japonica, suggesting that 
the cultivars of C. x hortensis were the segregating generation of their hybrid. 

Discussion

The famous Camellia researcher, breeder and APG taxonomist, Clifford R. 
Parks, had been working on the Arcto-Tertiary Geoflora as an origin of the 
‘species pair’ between the East coast of the U.S.A. and East Asia.  We had been 
collaborating for a long time.  The ‘Arctic’ is the area around the North Pole and 
the ‘Tertiary’ period is an interval of geological time from 65 million to about 2.5 
million years ago.  It is very curious that the ‘species pair’ showed not only their 
morphological similarities but also occasionally cross-compatibilities even they 
were isolated so long time.  

It can be reasonably explained by the three hypotheses: 
1) In the Tertiary period, most of the genus or the species in Angiosperm 

evolved and the common ancestor species once covered the Northern 
Hemisphere;

2) Two groups of a species did not change much even in the long geological 
time after the geographical isolation such as the continental drift;

3) To keep the species, reproductive barriers were not needed. It suggests that 
isolation does not always accelerate the origin of species.  

By the hypotheses, it is considered reasonable that even the allopatric (distant 
place) species can be crossed each other under sympatric (same place) 
condition.  But it still had been curious as to why the sympatric species need to 
have strong cross incompatibilities.  

In “The Origin of Species” in 1859, Charles Darwin wrote of the importance of 
“geographical distribution” on the emergence of a new species, or the evolution 
by preventing inbreeding through isolation.  At that time, geographical isolation 
had been thought to be one of the most important elements among several 
types of isolations leading to the formation of new species.  But many similar or 
closely related pair species of the same genus were found growing together in 
the wild condition from fern species to orchid species.  As they prefer the same 
habitat and are not isolated geographically, they must have very strong cross 
incompatibilities.  
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That led to the development of a new concept or a new word, ‘Tetradiploid’ was 
created in my book, “The Concept of Cultivars” (2012, in Japanese). The word 
means, the doubled volume of each chromosome without the increase of the 
chromosome number.  In In vitro culture using pollen grains at pollen tetrad 
stage, doubled haploids sometimes occur spontaneously without treatment like 
colchicine, suggesting that chromosome doubling occurs in nature.  Furthermore, 
the chromosome size and the relative DNA contents of lettuce, L. sativa L., were 
very different from those of a wild lettuce, L. saligna.  Even though they are both 
diploid species, (2n = 2x =18), they could be distinguished by the size of each 
nine pair homologous chromosome (not published).  In this paper, the existence 
of the different DNA contents / genome was also found in the genus Camellia, 
supporting the hypothesis of the ‘Tetradiploid’.

It can be reasonably considered that this kind of mutation, DNA doubled in 
volume but not in chromosome number, occurs widely in the plant kingdom.  
Then the mutation tends to coexist in the same population because they prefer 
the same ecological habitat.  By this hypothesis, the difficulty of the crossing of 
the sympatric species can be reasonably explained:
1) As it is a genome-size-doubled mutation in good balance, but not a sterile 

aneuploid or small but fatal mutation not in good balance, it must be partially 
or fully fertile.  

2) On the other hand, there must occur a strong cross incompatibility between 
both the fertile original plant and the mutation as well as by the triploid 
barrier between both fertile diploid and tetraploid plants.  Then the 
‘Tetradiploid’ mutation changes or evolves independently by random drift 
even if it grows together with its original one.

Thus it is considered that the emergence of new species more likely occurred not 
because of the geographical isolation but by reproductive isolation, as suggested 
by my hypothesis.

This is the first paper in English of the hypothesis of the ‘Tetradiploid’.  
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Cultivar 2C value Relative Chromosome Sourcey

name (pg)
DNA 

contents
number

Tama-no-ura 2.76 ( 4,188 ) 30 Oita

Myōjō 2.97 ( 4,496 ) Oita

Tenmoku 3.14 ( 4,767 ) Oita

Akatsuru-no-minato 3.17 ( 4,808 ) Oita

Fuku-tsuzumi 3.69 ( 5,592 ) Oita

Koiso 4.01 ( 6,085 ) 30 Oita

Mikawa-unryu 4.45 ( 6,755 ) Oita

Shutendōji 4.55 ( 6,899 ) Oita

Daisenhaku 4.84 ( 7,341 ) 30 Oita

Hana-kotoba 5.56 ( 8,424 ) Oita

Tanima-no-tsuru 5.57 ( 8,452 ) Oita

Amagashita 5.64 ( 8,553 ) Oita

Kasenzan 6.03 ( 9,151 ) 30 Oita

Shiro-sakasa-fuji 6.12 ( 9,279 ) Oita

Tama-gasumi 6.36 ( 9,642 ) 30 Oita

Hōgetsu 6.98 ( 10,584 ) 30 Oita

Hatsu-arashi 7.40 ( 11,227 ) Oita

Shibori-hatsuarasi 8.46 ( 12,835 ) Oita
y :  Oita ( Agricultural Park )

Table 1.Relative DNA contents and somatic chromosome 
numbers of the cultivars of Camellia japonica
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2C value Relative Chromosome Sourcey

Cultivar (pg)
DNA 

contents
number

Chikuden 2.84 ( 4,303 ) 30 Kodama

Katagase 3.23 ( 4,891 ) 30 Kodama

Takirentarō 3.33 ( 5,050 ) 30 Kodama

Kodama 3.42 ( 5,186 ) 30 Kodama

Miura-otome 4.28 ( 6,491 ) 30 Oita

Shikibu 4.60 ( 6,978 ) Oita

Arajishi 4.61 ( 6,995 ) Oita

Genji-guruma 4.76 ( 7,215 ) Oita

Shibori-rōgetsu 4.91 ( 7,452 ) 30 Oita

Kouhi-chigen 5.01 ( 7,604 ) 30 Oita

Iyo-nokoba 5.03 ( 7,620 ) Oita

Yuri-shibori 5.11 ( 7,755 ) Oita

Miyakodori 5.24 ( 7,943 ) 30 Oita

Kujaku-tsubaki 5.35 ( 8,119 ) Oita

Uzu 5.39 ( 8,167 ) Oita

Kasen-sunago 5.42 ( 8,220 ) Oita

Oka 5.42 ( 8,221 ) 45 Kodama

Jikkō 5.56 ( 8,437 ) Oita

Usa-tsubaki 5.75 ( 8,724 ) 30 Oita

Hakuro-nishiki 5.78 ( 8,760 ) 30 Oita

Hikarugenji 5.83 ( 8,840 ) Oita

Table 1-2.Relative DNA contents and somatic chromosome 
numbers of the cultivars of Camellia x hortensis
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Trōan-nishiki 5.89 ( 8,936 ) 30 Oita

Kishū-tsukasa 5.91 ( 8,965 ) Oita

Shisyōka 5.97 ( 9,046 ) 30 Oita

Hijirimen 6.06 ( 9,190 ) Oita

Asuka 6.10 ( 9,256 ) Oita

Iwane-shibori 6.26 ( 9,489 ) 30 Oita

Hagoromo 6.31 ( 9,564 ) Oita

Jōren-no-haru 6.46 ( 9,801 ) 30 Oita

Fukiageshibori 6.50 ( 9,858 ) 30 Oita

Ise-taihaku 6.52 ( 9,883 ) 30 Oita

Haku-botan 6.53 ( 9,903 ) Oita

Momotarō 6.61 ( 10,029 ) 30 Oita

Sōshiarai 6.78 ( 10,284 ) Oita

Shiro-suminokura 7.20 ( 10,915 ) 30 Oita

Gakkō 7.35 ( 11,142 ) Oita

Nanbankō 7.37 ( 11,181 ) 45 Oita

Haru-urara 7.39 ( 11,199 ) 45 Oita

Akebono 7.60 ( 11,527 ) Oita

Tanchōzuru 7.63 ( 11,569 ) 30 Oita

Beppu 8.02 ( 12,168 ) Oita

Ayanishiki 8.68 ( 13,168 ) 45 Oita

Kamo-hon-nami 10.84 ( 16,432 ) 45 Oita
y : China (Jinhua International Camellia Species Garden ), Kodama ( House ), Oita ( Agricultural Park)

2C value Relative Chromosome Sourcey

Cultivar (pg)
DNA 

contents
number
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Table 2. Relative DNA contents and somatic 
chromosome numbers of Camellia species
 
Name 2C 

value
Relative Chromosome Sourcey

Species Section 
(‘cultivar’)

(pg) DNA 
contents

number

C. 
quephongensis

2.73 ( 4,144 ) Oita

C. semiserrata Camellia 3.09 ( 4,678 ) 30z  China

C. bambusifolia Camellia 3.68 ( 5,574 ) 30z  China

C. apolyodonta Camellia 3.72 ( 5,648 ) 30z  China

C. pitardii Camellia 4.21 ( 6,390 ) 30z  China

C. 
imperssinervis

Chrysantha 4.59 ( 6,960 ) 30z  China

C. 
chekiangoleosa

Camellia 5.02 ( 7,610 ) 30z  China

C. x williamsii Tulip Time’ 5.75 ( 8,715 ) Oita

C. nitidissima Chrysantha 5.80 ( 8,792 ) 30z  China

C. 
amplexicaulis

5.94 ( 9,003 ) Oita

C. grijsii Paracamellia 6.34 ( 9,616 ) 60z  China

C. rosaeflora Metacamellia 7.83 ( 11,866 )  China

C. x vernalis Yobukodori’ 9.03 ( 13,689 ) 60 Oita

C. reticulata Camellia 12.57 ( 19,067 ) 90 Kodama 

C. compressa Camellia 16.01 ( 24,280 ) 120z  China

C. magniflora Camellia 18.88 ( 28,632 ) 45, 90z  China

C. yuhsienensis Paracamellia 20.70 ( 31,390 )  China

z : Huang et.al. (2013)
y : China (Jinhua International Camellia Species Garden), Kodama (House), Oita (Agricultural Park)
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Table 2-2.Relative DNA contents and somatic chromosome 
numbers of the cultivars of Camellia hybrids
 
Name 2C value Relative Chromosome Sourcey

Species Cultivar (pg)
DNA 

contents
number

Tokai’ x C. 
lutchuensis

Koto-no-
kaori

5,01 ( 7.600 ) Oita

C.nitidissima x 
C. hybrid ‘Kihô’

Ki-no-
senritsu

5,33 ( 8.084 ) Oita

C. rusticana 
‘Kazahana’ x C. 
lutchuensis

Nukada-
hime

5,82 ( 8.827 ) Oita

C. japonica 
‘Komomiji’ x C. 
lutchuensis

Hime-no-
kō

6,22 ( 9.429 ) Oita

C. chrysantha 
x C.x williamsii 
‘Barbara Clark’

Koganeyuri 7,21 ( 10.931 ) 30 Oita

C. rusticana x C. 
lutchuensis

Fragrant 
Pink

7,66 ( 11.621 ) 30 Oita

C. x wabiske 
‘Konwabi’ x C. 
lutchuensis

Minato-no-
haru

8,88 ( 13.461 ) 45 Oita

C. reticulata ×C. 
granthamiana

Lois 
shinault

10,34 ( 15.685 ) 75 Oita

 C. fraterna 
seedling

Pop Corn 14,16 ( 21.470 ) 60 Oita

C.reticulata 
‘Crimson Robe’ 
x C.japonica 
‘Tiffany’

Valentine 
Day

14,18 ( 21.496 ) Oita

C. hiemalis x C. 
yuhsienensis

Yume 16,71 ( 25.339 ) Oita

C.sasanqua 
`Narumi-Gata’ × 
C.reticlata`Lion 
Head’

Flower Girl 21,28 ( 32.269 ) Oita

y :  Oita ( Agricultural Park )
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Name
2C 

value
Relative Chromosome Sourcey

Species Cultivar (pg)
DNA 

contents
number

Shiro-
wabisuke

白侘助 7.841 5,17 ( 7.841 ) Oita

Kingyoba-
shiro-
wabisuke

金魚葉白
侘助 5,85 ( 8.871 ) 30 Oita

Kantō-
sukiya

関東数寄屋 5,87 ( 8.899 ) Oita

Fukurin-
wabisuke

覆輪侘助 6,42 ( 9.733 ) 30 Oita

Seiōbo 西王母 6,66 ( 10.105 ) Oita

Sukiya 数寄屋 7,49 ( 11.356 ) 30 Oita

Tosauraku 土佐有楽 10,29 ( 15.605 ) 45 Oita

y :  Oita ( Agricultural Park )

Table 3.Relative DNA contents and somatic chromosome 
numbers of the cultivars of Camellia x wabiske
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It all began in 2010, when I was 
gathering advertisements for the ICJ. 
Mr Hihara, owner of a small factory 
producing oil from camellia seeds on 
the Japanese island of Oshima, asked 
for a whole page to advertise his 
business.

I was curious and asked to visit the 
island on my way to the ICS Congress in 
Kurume to learn more, and have since 
become a regular visitor, even being 
lured into helping to make a film about 
it. (U-tube. ‘Oshima, Camellia Island’)
Since then three excellent papers have 
been presented at the ICS Congress 
in Dali in 2016 and published in the 
ICS Journal that year that convey 
much information about Izu-Oshima 
and indeed the affection in which the 
island is held.

Izu Oshima is an amazing island, 
situated out in the Pacific about 
100 km from Tokyo, with an area of 
about 90square kilometers formed by 
volcanic activity, as are most of the 
islands in the Japanese archipelago. 
Its volcano, Mount Mihara is still 
active but quiet these days apart 
from the occasional minor eruption, 
and tourism is very important to the 
island’s economy.

Camellia trees form part of the forest 
that covers much of the island and I 

could soon see why it is sometimes 
called “Camellia Island” because in 
addition to the forest which has an 
estimated 3 million Camellia trees, 
most of which are said to have been 
planted by man centuries ago,  there 
are five small factories producing 
camellia oil, three ICS approved 
Gardens of Excellence and camellias 
planted in gardens and alongside 
roads everywhere.

No-one knows when Camellia 
japonica, (yabu tsubaki) arrived on 
the island, but I like the theory that it 
probably came by sea as seeds. Were 
they brought by birds or by humans in 
boats or simply washed ashore from 
another island? We found some wind 
stunted bushes very close to a beach. 
There is also an imprint of a camellia 
leaf, in the Island’s Information Centre/
Museum.  estimated to be about 5,000 
years old, embedded in a deposit 
of compressed volcanic ash It was 
found in 1978 in a layer exposed by 
weathering in a seashore cliff-fall, but 
although each layer can be identified 
in the cliff and dated, there is some 
uncertainty about exactly which layer 
the leaf came from. 

Oshima, my favourite  ‘Camellia Island’
 

Jennifer Trehane
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The cliff fall where the famous camellia leaf fossil was found.

Wild camellias by the seashore. Imprint of camellia leaf in the Oshima Park Information Centre.
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The Information Centre is the focal 
point of this public park/garden and is 
housed in an impressive building with 
exhibits presented in a modern way 
with plenty of space to allow for the 
large groups that visit.

My last visit was in mid-summer, well 
past the main flowering season, but 
there were vases of camellia blooms on 
display, all looking remarkably bright 
considering that they had been picked 
and dried several months earlier.

Apart from the main hall we found 
some plants of yellow flowered species 
C.euphlebia in full bloom in an area 
adjacent to it. The garden has areas 
where camellia collections are themed; 
traditional Japanese varieties and 
cultivars, American bred camellias, etc. 

Camellia japonica is typically a red 
flowered, single-form species but Mr 
Yamashita, the dynamic owner of the 
Tsubaki-hana Garden has collected 
material from wild trees on the island 
that have flowers of various shades 
of pink.

Tsubaki Hana Garden

He has also noted that the species 
starts to bloom much earlier than 
elsewhere, with some plants regularly 
producing blooms in September 
instead of from December/January. He 
has been propagating from the early 
bloomers as they will be a noteworthy 
feature for autumn visitors to his 
garden. He obtained some pollen from 
Camellia azalea, a sub-tropical species 
that has periods of blooming all year 
round and I watched as he pollinated 
a bloom on one of his early blooming 
C. japonica bushes, (‘Kobayashi’) 
with the aim to have interesting 
hybrids blooming as early as August/
September, a peak season for tourists. 
I understand that he has produced one 
seedling from this.

Mr Yamashita using pollen from C. azalea on a 
‘C.j.Kobayashi’bloom
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Pupils at the High School in their camellia 
collection.

A novel feature to look out for in the 
Tsubaki-hana garden is Mr Yamashita’s 
compost pits. The ground under his 
camellias in the main area where they 
are featured is swept clean with pits of 
about 1.5 meter in depth and diameter 
dotted around. Leaf litter, small 
branches and spent blooms are put into 
these and, as they decompose, they 
produce nutrients for the camellias. 
I could see young roots spreading 
towards these pits, evidence of an 
innovative system for others to try?

This garden is certainly worthy of its 
ICS ‘Camellia Garden of Excellence’ 
status.

Mr Yamashita’s compost pits.

Oshima’s High School is the third 
garden on the island to gain ICS 
Camellia Garden of Excellence status. 
We had to think very carefully about 
giving this award as the school does 
not have a garden that is landscaped 
in the accepted way, but it does 
have a large collection of camellias, 
planted in an orchard style, all 
individually labelled and cared for 
by the pupils. I loved the way those 
who were involved had considerable 
knowledge of the variety or cultivar 
they were responsible for. I’ll never 
forget the 11year-old girl, shaking 
like a leaf with nerves as she told 
us about “her” tree, or the very 
competent Reimei Hamada giving 
genetic details about his. Camellias 
are an integral part of life for 
this school and a source of great 
satisfaction and pleasure for the staff 
and pupils involved, and for those 
fortunate enough to visit the school. 
It is good to visit a school that uses 
its environment so fully, giving pride 
in their island and helping to not 
only promote it but also to give 
encouragement to have a future for 
themselves and their families there.

Oshima is a place with its own unique 
atmosphere and so much to see 
and experience. As a small volcanic 
‘Camellia’ island administered from 
Tokyo it deserves the attention it gets 
from its international visitors. 
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Aerial photo of Apoliu Camellia Valley

Apoliu camellia valley is a beautiful 
camellia garden located in Apoliu 
village, Guangzhou City, Guangdong 
Province, China, surrounded by a 
virgin forest. The village is in the north 
of Nankun Mountain, the latitude is 
N23° 41’, and the altitude is around 
650 meters above sea level, which is 
also known as “Guangzhou’s highest 
natural village”.  At this latitude and 

altitude level, it is great for a natural 
oxygen bar, the negative oxygen ion 
content here could run up to 100,000 
/ cm3. Moreover, the village has a 
history of 270 years, with a long 
camellia culture. 
Camellia ptilophylla has been planted 
for 160 years, and green tea cultivation 
for 70 years.
 

Apoliu camellia valley
 

Mr. Hou Wenqing
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Apoliu Camellia Valley was founded 
in 2003 by Mr. Hou Wenqing, who 
loves saffron cultivation, focusing 
on camellia research for more than 
20 years. In 2015, in order to better 
promote the development of the 
camellia valley, Guangdong Apoliu 
Ecological Agriculture Development 
Co. Ltd was founded. Many thanks to 
the support given by the local people. 
The villagers collectively provided 
land resources, and the government 
financed the construction of an 
agricultural, ecological, characteristic 
rural revitalization project. With the 
great expectation from the locals, 
it inspired the company strive to 
build Apoliu camellia valley into a 
“flower belt” of the Liuxi river, and to 
become an “International Camellia 
Garden of Excellence” to attract more 
international tourists.

Apoliu Camellia valley badge and Apoliu 
Camellia valley logo

Apoliu camellia valley has been 
committed to the collection, 
preservation, cultivation, breeding, 
research and promotion of camellia 
varieties and species. The area of 
Apoliu camellia valley is about 400 
hectares. There are 20 hectares 

covered by camellia, and they are 
divided into 11 parks, with a total 
of about 600 kinds of camellia 
varieties. It includes a list of camellia 
cultivation varieties and species of 
which 548 species could be defined. 
It is a unique camellia garden with so 
many varieties and species in China. 
The 11 parks called: C. reticulata 
Cultivar Garden, C. japonica Cultivar 
Garden, C. sasanqua Cultivar Garden, 
Camellia Species Garden, Ever-
blooming Camellia Hybrid Garden, 
Yellow Camellia Garden, Outstanding 
Camellia Cultivars Garden, Fragrant 
Camellia Garden, Tea Garden, 
International Camellia Friendship 
Garden and Agricultural Civilization 
Garden. Within the garden, there 
are not only the Camellia japonica, 
Camellia reticulata, Camellia 
sasanqua, Yellow Camellia, Ever-
blooming Camellia Hybrid, but also 
local unique fragrant brown Camellia 
suaveolens and Camellia ptilophylla. 
Meanwhile, you can find some tea 
plants here, for example, “Yinghong 
No.9”, “Jinxuan”, “Nankun Camellia 
ptilophylla “. In addition, there are 
over 50 kinds of Magnolia, nearly 100 
kinds of Azalea and Rhododendron 
(such as YingShanhong, Lantana 
Rhododendron, etc.). In Apoliu 
camellia valley, a variety of high-end 
flowers bloom in different seasons, 
and it could nearly make the wish to 
’have flowers all year round’ come 
true.
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Camellia suaveolens

Camellia ptilophylla

Camellia reticulata hybrid ‘Apoliu Nvshen’

Camellia C. x williamsii hybrid ‘Apoliu Shuixing’

Camellia japonica hybrid ‘Apoliu Zhichen’

In order to better protect Hakka terraces and heritage farming culture, Apoliu 
camellia valley has a program on the “protection, inheritance, development” 
of terraces, to promote Apoliu village Hakka terraces. Besides, there is a plan 
we made to standard terrace planting. These updated and ecological terraces 

Apoliu camellia valley Registered varieties
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witness the wisdom and sweat of 
the Hakka people in Apoliu villages, 
then become a wonder of farming 
civilization.
Guangdong Apoliu Ecological 
Agriculture Development Co. Ltd. in 
October 2019 successfully hosted 
the “2019 Conghua International 

Committee Meeting for Historic 
Camellia Conservation of International 
Camellia Society”. During the meeting, 
some great progress was made on 
the Criteria and Standards for ancient 
camellia trees and the announcement 
ceremony of ‘The Apoliu Declaration’ 
was held in the Apoliu camellia valley.

Visit to the Apoliu Camellia Valley

Read out the ‘The Apoliu Declaration’
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What originally was planned as a 
camellia garden tour for Benelux, 
became a merry party of international 
ICS members. With a group of 13 people 
(Osvaldo, Patrizia and Stefania from 
Italy, Anke from Germany, Janine from 
Jersey, Eduarda and Gui from Portugal 
and Benelux represented by Chris, 
Hugo, Yukiko, Marc, Jean-Paul and me) 
we started our journey from the airport 
in Lisbon, to the Pena Park in Sintra.

Pena Park – Sintra

There we were welcomed by Mr. 
Nuno Oliveira, Director of Parcs and 
Gardens of the World Heritage sites 
in Sintra, who showed us around 
in the most remarkable Romantic 
landscape park in Portugal, now 
known within ICS as one of the 
Gardens of Excellence in Portugal.  
Mr. Oliveira also explained about 
the huge job they had to turn an 
overgrown estate into a nice camellia 
park.  Many plants had tried to find 
their way to light and after pruning 
several trees, many camellias were 
showing up again. Over 2000 
specimens, belonging to C. japonica, 
C. reticulata, C. sasanqua, C. sinencis 
and C. rusticana have their place in 
the park.

ICS-Benelux Portugal Tour February 2019
 

Text and pictures (unless mentioned differently) by Frieda Delvaux.

Travel Reports

The whole group  (Photo provided by Christiane Hendrickx)
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Mr. Nuno Oliveira

C.j. ‘Padre Manoel dos Santos’

Beside the Camellia Garden, an Azalea 
area and an English Garden, several 
interesting constructions of architectural 
value could be admired. The Chalet of 
the Countess of Edla, the Temple of 
Columns and the Palace of Pena itself, 
to name only a few. Half a day was not 
enough to see it all, but we’ve got a 
good impression and the thought of 
having to come back some day.

Entry of the Botanical Garden in Porto

From Sintra we moved on to Porto, 
where we checked in at a very nice 
hotel, just outside the city center and 
which was our basis for the daytrips 
to other interesting places.  After 
the three hour drive from Lisbon to 
Porto the day before, we remained 
the next day in the neighborhood 
of Porto.  So, the Botanical Garden 
there was our first stop. The garden 
was established in 1951, in a plot of 
four hectares of the Quinta do Campo 
Alegre. João Andresen Junior and 
his wife Jane Andresen acquired this 
former monastic property in 1895 and 
developed a sophisticated garden, 
compartmented by three meter high 
camellia hedges, with a total length 
of about 500 meters. During the 19th 
century, merchants of the city had 
regular meetings in the house and 
brought exotic plants from all over the 
world which survived, thanks to the 
mild climate, influenced by the sea. 
Beside Portuguese cultivars, we saw 
camellias imported from Italy, the UK 
and Belgium.

Villar d’Allen
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From there we went to Villar d’Allen, 
which is one of the finest surviving 
quintas within Porto’s urban 
perimeter. In 1825 the shipbuilder 
and Port wine merchant, John Allen, 
made a trip to Italy, mainly for 
buying paintings, but he returned 
with a collection of camellias. His 
son, Alfredo, assisted by the German 
landscape artist, Emile David, 
enlarged the garden and turned 
it into a masterpiece of Romantic 
taste, with a woodland area, ponds, 
waterfalls, exotic trees and shrubs 
and exuberant floral displays. He 
provided the main impulse to the 
Quinta’s stunning camellia collection, 
created numerous new C. japonica 
cultivars himself, such as C.j. ‘Alfredo 
Allen’, C.j. ‘Alberto Allen’ and other.

For lunch we were kindly invited by 
the owners and enjoyed a “royal” 
lunch, including Port wine tasting. Of 
course, we couldn’t leave without a 
bottle of this very tasty Port wine.

During the afternoon we visited 
the Solar dos Condes de Resende 
in Canelas, the manor house of the 
Counts of Resende, in Vila Nova de 
Gaia. In the small intimate garden 
lovely ancient camellias trees of more 
than 300 years old were blooming. 
The place also was often referred to 
by Eça de Queiroz (1845-1900), one of 
the greatest Portuguese writers.  

Garden of the Solar dos Condes de Resende – 
Statue of Eça de Qeuiroz

For our next visit, the day after, we 
drove to Fafe, about 66km from Porto. 
When arriving at the Casa do Souto, 
we were welcomed by Mrs Clara Gil de 
Seabra, former ICS Director of Portugal 
and daughter of the first ICS Director 
of Portugal, José Gil.  Together with her 
husband Jorge, great care has been 
put into the restoration of the estate 
and the camellia collection of more 
than 3000 plants, with the specific 
preservation concern of Portuguese 
cultivars. Then we continued the tour 
and went to Lausada, where after a 
nice Portuguese lunch, we visited the 
gardens of Casa de Juste. The place is 
another great example of Minho manor 
house, dating back to the 14th century, 
with a formal box garden behind the 
house. The garden tour covered a 1 km 
length through a 15ha estate with a 
huge camellia collection.  Plans are now 
worked out to add a “Thea garden” 
with the planting of C.j. ‘sinensis’. 
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Not far from this place, in Meinedo, 
we stopped at the Casa de Ronfe, 
where Jacintho de Mattos, one of the 
important horticulturalists and garden 
designer started construction works for 
the garden in 1920, together with the 
owner, António Rosas. These days the 
family is still maintaining the property. 

Hugo Dirks and Eduarda Paz on the domain of 
Casa de Ronfe

On Monday, February 11th, the day 
started with about an hour drive to 
Esposende, where we had a first stop 
at the Quinta de Curvos, one of the 
new appointed Gardens of Excellence 
in Nantes, 2018.  The place is not only 
well known for camellias but also for 
the production of the Verde wine.  
On the 16ha walled estate, which is 
over 400years old, there are nearly 
1000 camellias specimens spread 
throughout the garden, 27 species, 45 
hybrids and 21 cultivars of Portuguese 
origin. Majority of the collection was 
planted 40 to 50 years ago and the 
current owners, the Fonseca family, is 
continuously extending the collection 
with new cultivars. During the 

afternoon we visited the Gardens of 
the Mosteiro of Landim, an untouched 
19th century camellia garden, built on 
the grounds of a former Monastery. 
The next day, we left for Mire de 
Tibães, close to Braga. There we 
visited the Cerca of the Benedictine 
Monastery of São Martinho de 
Tibães. During a guided tour in the 
monastery we were informed about 
the history of the place and thereafter 
we could make the tour of the garden. 
Wooded areas, terraced orchards, box 
hedges, fountains, lakes are only a 
few  of the many remarkable parts of 
this precious site.

From there we went the Park 
Flavius, to see the camellia collection 
developed by our friend António 
Assunção. Also there we could have 
spent much more time between the 
1200 Cultivars.  António is actively 
contributing to the propagation 
and preservation of old Portuguese 
cultivars and already received several 
awards in the most prestigious 
camellia exhibitions in the country.  
Before returning to the hotel, we 
stopped at the garden of the Quinta 
de Margaride, which was created at 
the end of the 17th century but had 
been neglected during more than 110 
years. During the restoration works 
the C.reticulata ‘Captain Rawes’ was 
brought to the garden as a mature 
tree and it’s still considered as the 
most valuable specimen of the 
garden. We ended the day and the 
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official part of the tour with a stop at 
the Taylor’s Port wine cellars in Vila 
Nova de Gaia, where we first got a 
guided tour of the cellars followed 
by a delicious dinner at the Barão de 
Fladgate restaurant.

As the next day most of us had return 
flights around noon, we could still pass 
along the 16th century gardens of the 
Quinta do Alão, five minutes away 
from the airport.

There we found a rich collection of 
exotic plants, including Araucaria, 
Ginkgo biloba and a collection of 
camellias which had been planted in 
the former orchards.

This was the end of the February 2019 
– Portugal Camellia Tour.

All this could be realized thanks to 
Eduarda Paz- ICS Director of Portugal 
for selecting these most interesting 
locations. Also many thanks to her 
husband, Guillermo, who had the 
patience to wait for late arrivals and to 
catch up with the tour. He was great 
company too.

I’m sure all participants will agree this 
marvelous tour was a great success. 
The fact that we never returned to the 
hotel at the planned timing proves each 
of the places have a lot to discover.

In case you would be interested to 
follow the same trail, kindly contact 
Mrs. Eduarda Paz

(caminhosocidente@gmail.com )

At Park Flavius. From L to R: Marc De Coninck, Hugo Dirks, António Assunção , Eduarda Paz and 
Jean-Paul Van Parys.
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Delegates were expected on Tuesday, 
October 15th. Those who arrived 
during the morning, were invited to 
join for a lunch in the most famous 
restaurant of the area. After indeed a 
variety of delicious food, we returned 
to the hotel, to receive our batches 
and the program for the coming days.
So, our tour started on Wednesday, 
October 16th, with a first stop at 
the Qing Hui Garden in Shunde, a 
masterpiece of ancient garden in the 
South of China.

This garden is one of the Top10 
gardens in China and one of the 
four most important gardens in 
Guangdong. The origin of this garden 
goes back to 1621 (late Ming Dynasty).
During the years several renovations 
took place. The latest one was in 
1990 which extended the garden to 
the actual 22.500m² of surface, with 
a variety of trees, plants, flowers, 
pavilions, galleries and ponds. 

Views of the Qing Hui Garden

A short ceremony was held for the 
tree of the C.j. ‘Da Hong Jin Xin’ which 
was planted there before 1607. The 
recovered camellia tree doesn’t look 
so big, after being damaged by nature, 
but it’s history can still be seen from 
the old base. 

Prof. Guan Kaiyun near the original trunk of the 
C.j. ‘Da Hong Jin Xin’

From Shunde, we went to the Foshan 
Botanical Garden (i.e. Forestry 
Science Research Institute of Foshan 
City), which we know as one of the 
ICS- Camellia Gardens of Excellence 

Our stay in China – October 2019
 

Frieda Delvaux - pictures provided by Jacky, Guy Van Rysseghem and FD.
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in China. There are more than 6000 
species, including rare and protected 
varieties. After years of research and 
introduction of Camellia plants, over 
1350 camellia species and cultivars, as 
well domestic as overseas camellias 
can be found in this Botanical Garden. 
This regional kingdom of 32 hectares 
is also containing the “Guangdong 
Camellia Germplasm Resources 
Library” and is focusing on research, 
conservation, science and eco-tourism. 
Every year, during March and April, 
when camellias are blooming, is the 
most beautiful flower viewing season 
for the Foshan Botanical Garden.

The Camellia Species Crapnelliana, planted by 
Pat Short, Guan Kaiyun and Waldemar Max 
Hansen on February 28th, 2015

Grafting



86

We continued our journey to the 
Xiqiao Mountain, a famous tourist 
area in the Guangdong Province. We 
passed through the Sifang Bamboo 
Garden to go to the Camellia Garden 
which has a lot of outstanding 
camellia cultivars.

The Sifang Bamboo Garden

A short stop was held at the Camellia 
Memorial Tree, planted by the formal 
ICS President, Patricia Short and our 
President Guan Kaiyun on Sept 3rd, 2015. 
After our walk through this big garden, 
we drove to the Xiqiao Mountain.
This extinct volcano has an altitude of 
346 meters is now a national geological 
park with several scenic spots. There 
are a lot of C. gauchowensis, planted in 
the 1960’s. The largest one is about 150 
years old. It blooms from October till 
December. Its flowers are dense, white 
and very fragrant. The seeds can be 
pressed for edible oil.

Planting a C.j. ‘Liujiao Dahong’ in the Camellia 
Garden

Group photo at the entry of the Foshan Botanical Garden
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Welcome words from our host, 
Mr, Hou Wenqing

and the Chair of the Committee, Dr. Stephen Utick

A joyful group of Chinese attendants

After this visit, we returned to the 
hotel, for the welcome dinner.

The evening was closed ith an amazing 
light show.

A glimpse of the light show

Next day, Thursday, October 17th, the 
Paisha C.semiserrata Themed Forest 
Park in Guangning County, was our 
first destination. It has the oldest 
intact forest and is the origin of the 
C.semiserrata species, which was 
found in 1948 by professor Chi. This 
camellia is blooming in spring and the 
flowers are red, single, dense and have 
a special shape. Its capsules are big 
and look like apples. October is the 
best season to harvest the apple-like 
fruits, with red and green skin, hanging 
in the trees.

The “apple-like” fruits of the C.semiserrata
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Giuseppe Tamburini and Guan Kaiyun beside 
the rewarded king tree of C.semiserrata

An ancient camellia awarding ceremony 
for the king tree of the C.Semiserrata 
was held in the park. The trunk has a 
diameter of 88cm and has a length of 
12m in crown, which probably is one of 
the biggest species worldwide. 

After lunch we visited the Kangdi 
camellia oil factory where we could 
see the oil extraction equipment and 
listen to the explanation of the total 
process. We didn’t leave without 
planting some camellias, with the 
company of the General Manager of 
the Kangdi factory. 

At the entry of the Kangdi oil factory.

Packing bottles of oil for shipment.

Next and last stop of the day: “the sea 
of bamboo”, which is a typical bamboo 
forest landscape where we learned 
about the Chinese bamboo culture. 

Jim Powell and Bill Parker strolling through the 
“sea of bamboo”

Zhanglong Wang and our kind translator 
overlooking the area from the Pagoda
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On Friday morning of October 18th, we 
reached the Gaoyao base of Palm Co., 
Ltd after about an hour drive. There, 
we were welcomed by Prof. Gao Jiyin 
and his team, who gave a

Friday and Saturday were limited to “morning” excursions. The time after lunch 
was reserved for the Historical Camellia Conservation meetings. Dr. Stephen 
Utick is providing more information about contents of the meetings, separately 
in this Journal.
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and of which we can show some teasers, though this is certainly a subject to 
come back on.
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On Saturday morning, October 19th 
and the last day of the program, we 
visited the Apoliu Camellia Tourism 
Valley. (More details in the article 
“Apoliu Camellia Valley”)

During the Congress in Goto, the 
Apoliu Camellia Valley will apply for 
the recognition as ICS-Garden of 
Excellence.

In name of all attendants, I would like 
to pass on Many Thanks to our sponsor: 
Guangdong Apoliu Ecological 
Agriculture Development Co., Ltd and 
in particular  to Mr. Hou Wenqing who 
took the initiative to organize this very 
interesting week.

We are also grateful for the efforts 
of all co-organizers to allow these 
unforgettable and very educative visits.
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With the kind assistance of Zhang Yali 
(Linda), we got the opportunity to 
visit the Shanghai Botanical Garden. 
This garden is covering 82 hectares 
and is including a Penjing (Bonsai) 
garden with an interesting museum, 
as well as collections of magnolias, 
roses, orchids, azaleas, peonies, 
conifers, maples, osmanthus, bamboo 
and of course, an impressive variety 
of camellias and so many more other 
plants and flowers. This Botanical 
Garden has three main functions:
• Exhibition & Collection
• Research and 
• Education.

Since 2007 a yearly Flower Show is 
organized. Exhibitors from abroad 
participate as well and the show is 
attracting about 300.000 visitors over 
45 days.

After the walk through the garden 
and the Bonsai area, we could visit the 
Research Base of the Botanical Garden
 

More than 200 year old Pinus Parviflora 

“Aurea”, also called the Pine of hospitality.

A day in Shanghai and the excursion to Hangzhou for a 
limited group who decided to extend their stay in China
 

Frieda Delvaux

Views of the Shanghai Botanical Garden.
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After lunch we continued our tour to 
the Shanghai Camellia Garden where 
we were guided “behind the scenes”. 
Another visit will have to be planned 
to see the Camellia Garden itself.

Inside the greenhouses of the Research Base of 
the Botanical Garden in  Shanghai.

Thank you Linda, for showing 
us around as this was one more 
unforgettable day!

Some of the new cultivations; too early to 
decide names.



94

For the next day and the last one 
in Shanghai, Dr. Stephen Utick 
had planned an interesting visit to 
Hangzhou.  This city is the capital of 
Zhejang Province and is the second 
largest economic city in the Yangtze 
River Delta.  It’s the provincial center 
of politics, economy and culture 
and the major transportation hub 
of South-East China. Beside all this 

Hangzhou is called “Heaven on 
Earth”, which is especially true on the 
banks of the West Lake. The lake is 
said to be the incarnation of Xi Shi, 
one of the ”Four Beauties of ancient 
China”  and has been associated with 
numerous poets, philosophers and 
heroes throughout its history. During 
a boat trip, we could enjoy the West 
Lake and surroundings. 

Boats on the West Lake.
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Then we went to the Lingyin Temple, 
or “Soul’s Retreat Temple”. This is one 
of the best-known Budhist monasteries 
in China, buit in 326 AD at the foot of 
Lingyin Mountain in Hangzhou.  The 
main hall of the temple is about 34 
meters (111ft) tall, which is very high for 
a one-story building.

Inside the Lingyin Temple.

On the way to a higher level of the temple and 

inside view.

During the last part of the afternoon, 
we were welcomed at the Longjing 
(“dragon well”) Tea Village, where 
we got an explanation about the four 
tea qualities that makes the Longjing 
tea different from other: emerald 
green color, aromatic flavor, overall 
appearance and crisp and refreshing 
taste.  The Longjing tea was the 
favourite tea of China’s emperors and 
is often served to the world’s heads of 
state, when visiting China.

Tea Plants belonging to the Tea Village.

Dried Longjing Tea.
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The “Establishment Louis van Houtte” 
founded in 1839, has been the largest 
nursery in existence not only in 
Belgium, but on the entire European 
continent. It was famous for its 
splendid catalogues, issued by its own 
printing department.

The man behind this enterprise, Louis 
Benoît Van Houtte (*1810 – †1876), ran 
the firm for thirty-seven years.  After 
his death the business soon collapsed.

Mrs Van Houtte (*1810-†1881), assisted 
by her son Louis Aimé (*1845-†1938) 
and her two girls Leonie (*1841-†1903) 
and Marie (*1842-†1932) took further 
charge of the vast establishment until 
1881. In 1889 the concern became a 
corporation. Louis Aimé and his two 
sisters continued to run the company 
until 1893 when a board of directors 
was installed with him as secretary. 
Marie and Leonie ceased to be involved.

Louis Benoît Van Houtte.

The two World Wars were catastrophic 
for the horticulture in Belgium.

His business suffered heavily from the 
consequences of the First World War. 
The company decided to transfer its 
assets to the modern establishment 
built by Charles Pynaert in De Pinte, 
near Ghent in 1920. This nursery 
continued to grow with the addition 
of several new glasshouses and trial 
grounds. In 1951, the city of Ghent 
bought the establishment of Van 
Houtte to create a public park. The 

Camellias in literature and New publications

Louis Benoît Van Houtte. 
The 19e century’s Garden Prince of Ghent.
 

Luc Dhaeze



97

name of Van Houtte disappeared from 
the Ghent horticulture after 115 years.

Van Houtte, owner of the most 
successful nursery on the Continent at 
that time, sent his own plant explorers 
to find unknown orchids and other 
exotic plants, and return them to 
Ghent for cultivation at his nursery. 
Later he published the plants in his 
“Flore des Serres”.

“Flore des Serres et des Jardins de 
l’Europe” (‘Flowers of the Greenhouses 
and Gardens of Europe’) Louis 
Benoît Van Houtte edited many 
different articles together with several 
botanists, professors, pomologists, 
responsible people of Botanical 
Gardens and gardeners. Names of the 
contributors were: 

Michael Scheidweiler (*1799-†1861); 
John Lindley (*1799-†1865); Adolphe 
Brongiart (*1801-†1876); Joseph 
Decaisne (*1807-†1882); Alphonse de 
Candolle (*1806-†1893); Alex Bivort 
(1809-†1872); Jean Linden (*1817-
†1898); Elie Abel Carrière (*1818-
†1896); Charles Gilbert (*1820-†1892); 
Dieudonnau Spae (*1819-†1858); 
Heinrich Gustav Reichenbach (*1823-
†1889); Jules Emile Planchon (*1823-
†1888); Herman Wendland (*1825-
†1903);  Heinrich Witte (*1825-†1917); 
Emile Rodigas (*1831-†1902);Frederik 
Burvenich (*1837-†1917); Edouard 
Pynaert (*1838-†1900). 

It was one of the finest horticulture 
journals produced in Europe during 
the 19th century, containing  23 
volumes and illustrated with 2480 
chromolithographs with French, 
German and English text in the 
first volume; all others were only 
in French. This beautiful periodical, 
appearing monthly for 38 years 
(1845-1888) was, designed, printed 
and sometimes “rebouché au 
pinceau”, in the large printing office 
situated in Van Houtte’s gardens. 

In the relatively short time of about 
half a century in which colour printing 
from stone dominated, the scene 
of botanical illustration reached the 
ultimate of craftsmanship by the 
Belgian lithographers.  Guillaume 
Severeyns (*1804-†1865, Brussel), 
Pieter Jan De Pannemaeker (*1832-
†1904) and Louis-Constantin 
Stroobant (*1814-†1872) were past 
masters in their field. Stroobant, 
printed many of the illustrations for 
the first 10 volumes. 

Later, he created his own 
establishment. 
 
Pieter Jan De Pannemaeker painted 
and colour printed more than 
three thousand flower- and fruit-
illustrations for many periodicals 
and books, and was a renowned 
landscape painter.  He learned 
the trade under Louis Stroobant’s 
guidance and refined in several steps 
the process of chromolithography. 
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The illustrations of the “Flore des 
Serres” depict flowers and plants for 
sale in his nursery; exotic plants figure 
extensively. There are 2480 numbered 
plates and some extra, mostly 
plain plates, are without a number. 

The double-page plates have two 
numbers and some of the very large 
folding plates have four numbers, so 
that the actual number of plates is 
less than 2500. 

English camellias + tea plantation
Book Year Name Plate

Tome II 1846 Alexina de Low 5

Chalmer’s Perfecta 5

Tome III 1847 Miniata 7

Tome IV 1848 Countess of Orkney 349

Tome V 1849 Candor 501

Tome VIII 1853 Tea plantage 822

Tome XI 1857 Princess Fréderic William 1277

Cup of Beauty 1278

Reticulata flore pleno 1279

Tome XIV 1860 Countess of Derby 1455

Alexina de Low Alexina de Low Miniata

Countess of Orkney Candor Princess Frederic William

Cup of Beauty Reticulata flore pleno Countess of Derby

Tea plantage

This is only a part of my research to the English camellias in the old literature.
I found at least 999 English camellias with name and procured 243 lithographs. 
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Book Year Name Plate

Tome II 1846 Alexina de Low 5

Tome III 1847 Miniata 7

Tome XI 1857 Princess Fréderic William 1277

Tome XIV 1860 Countess of Derby 1455
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So, you would like to write a book…
 

Dr George Orel

Project Camellia

No one arrives lightly at the decision 
to write a book, any book. The task 
is not an easy one, as it requires a 
suitable topic of interest, a clearly 
formulated concept and an abundance 
of materials and information. It is 
also inordinately time consuming. 
Publishing a book containing scientific 
data and a great wealth of background 
information is even more challenging. 
At this time many questions arise, 
the most important of all being: Will 
anyone be interested to read it? From 
experience, most, but not all, people 
think of science as being rather 
intimidating and consider it to be 
boring and as dry as dust.

The establishment of any new plant 
species becomes legitimate and the 
new species is generally recognised as 
such, only after its publication. Here, 
variations on the old adage 
‘Publish or Perish’ fully apply. 
Publishing one or two new plant 
species is not that difficult, providing 
the paper meets the very rigorous 
requirements of the carefully selected 
Journal. To write an eight to ten page 
long taxonomic paper and then send 
it to the Editors of an international, 
preferably taxonomy oriented Journal 
of good repute, has a number of 

advantages. The editing, printing and 
the distribution of the paper become 
the responsibility of the Journal in 
question, leaving the author free to 
pursue his or her further research. 
If finally accepted, a world-wide 
audience for the paper is insured and 
once published, there is no need to do 
anything at all. This sounds wonderful, 
however, things are not as simple as 
they may appear. 

The main problem is the length of time 
between the Journal’s acceptance 
of the paper and the work actually 
appearing in the press. On average 
this requires some four to five months. 
However, with the top international 
Journals this time span may be as long 
as two years. Why is this so? Well, 
the number of authors who want to 
publish their work in a Journal of high 
repute may be relatively large and 
the editors may be under pressure 
to accommodate them all. Thus a 
long queue is formed and the ‘never 
ending’ wait starts.

So, what do you do when not two 
or three new species, but 60 odd 
Camellia species are to be published? 
The time period which would be 
required for the publication of such a 
great number of separate papers may 
be astronomical. 
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Hence, a simple and initially quite 
reasonable idea occurs: why not 
publish all of these precious materials 
in a single publication, namely in a 
book. Looking at World statistics one 
can easily establish that book writing 
is alive and well. In any one year there 
are some 440,000 books published in 
China 305,000 in the USA, 28,284 in 
Australia and some 7 in Oman.

Thus both the books, ‘In Pursuit of 
Hidden Camellias’ and ‘Camellia: 
Work in Progress’, may be called the 
products of necessity. Many years of 
collecting in South East Asia and China 
generated an impressive assemblage 
of new Camellia species and lots 
of valuable, mostly unpublished 
background materials. Diary notes and 
thousands of images were very helpful 
in one way, but a veritable nightmare, 
when it came to deciding what images 
should be included and what data 
should be used.

Thus, only after the really serious 
work started, the state of absolute 
disorder and randomness, re the 
available materials, was fully revealed. 
The endless tables, scientific figures, 
dendrograms, cladograms, lists, more 
lists made of the overviews of previous 
lists, the hundreds of scattered photos 
and diary notes, could be described 
by only one term, Entropy. The never 
ending literature reviews, the search 
of the printed, electronic and private 
sources of literature which may, or 

may not, support the views expressed 
in the intended book and finally the 
very precise descriptors of the new 
species, had to be factually ordered 
and re-ordered, written and re-written 
and most importantly, they all had to 
be rendered logical, comprehendible 
and intelligible. It should be noted that 
most of the new Camellia descriptors 
were written long before the idea 
of the writing of the book was ever 
formulated.

The realisation that this would 
be an extremely labour-intensive 
undertaking, which may take some 
time, began to be more and more 
obvious. At this stage the value of 
‘The Skeleton’, that is the mental mind 
map of the basic outline of individual 
chapters and their ‘auxiliary parts’, 
fully demonstrated its value. The idea 
of ‘The Skeleton’ occurred rather early 
in the venture, immediately after the 
formulation of the general concepts to 
be contained in the upcoming book.
 
Finally, after some three years, all the 
parts of the product, (‘The Book’), 
were shaped into a palatable text 
which, it was hoped, was not only 
informative but also sufficiently 
interesting

in order to offset a number of 
Camellia descriptors written in the 
necessarily stilted jargon of botany 
and taxonomy. The book was ready to 
be sent to be edited. When returned, 
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at the first sight, ‘the sea of red ink’ 
was positively frightening. It took 
some time to realise that most of 
the Editor’s remarks were aimed at 
the syntax, the grammar, spelling, 
the typos, formatting, etc. and not 
at the scientific parts of the book. 
Consequently, it does not matter 
how many times one reads and re-
reads the text. The typos appear as 
by magic! Of course, nothing ever 
works as it should. The last minute 
complications with some aspects of 
the printing process, the distribution 
and some post office issues were 
expected and eventually dealt with. 
The two books already mentioned, 
namely ‘In Pursuit of Hidden Camellias’ 
and ‘Camellia: Work in Progress’, as 
expected, dealt with the publications 
of new Camellia species and the all-
important accompanying background 
notes.

The following ‘third book’, ‘A Long-
term Study 1999-2017 and Taxonomic 
Review of Camellia amplexicaulis 
(Pitard) Cohen Stuart sensu lato’, was 
also intended to be published as a 
maximum 10 page paper which seems 
to be the limit when publishing in a 
scientific Journal. The main purpose of 
this work was to bring the taxonomy 
of C. amplexicaulis 

(Pitard) Cohen Stuart into the 
21st Century. Why? Well, because 
the taxonomic descriptors of C. 
amplexicaulis (Pitard) Cohen Stuart, 

found in the literature and also in 
the relevant electronic media, did 
not support the easily accessible 
empirical evidence from the field. 
Analyses of the salient morphological 
characteristics of some 102 C. 
amplexicaulis (Pitard) Cohen Stuart 
replicates, from Viet Nam, China, 
Japan and the USA, have shown, that 
not one of the said 102 plants fully 
conformed to the extant taxonomic 
descriptors! What’s more, amongst the 
collected ‘C. amplexicaulis materials’ 
three new Camellia species have been 
found.

Currently there are at least four 
competing and unreconciled 
morphology based taxonomic systems 
which describe the interspecific 
relationships within genus Camellia. 
These are in disagreement with the 
results of the majority of molecular 
studies. Discussions re the potential 
of using alternative scientific methods 
and techniques to elucidate some 
of the long disputed, specific and 
sectional issues of Theaceae and 
Camellia L. taxonomy have been 
conducted in a desultory manner 
for some time. The attaining and 
incorporation of novel and reliable 
taxonomic data was highly desirable, 
however until recently not practicable, 
this being mostly due to the lack of 
a sufficiently wide cross-section of 
materials and of techniques thought 
to be suitable for this purpose. 
Recently the High Performance Liquid 
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Chromatography (HPLC) based 
techniques and protocols for the 
analysis of Camellia leaf

samples were identified as the best of 
the possible methods available. Thus 
the analysis of secondary metabolites, 
i.e. the analysis of the intermediate 
products of a plant’s metabolic 
reactions which are catalysed by 
various enzymes that naturally occur 
within plant cells, was adopted and 
tested.

The resulting work, a booklet of some 
80 odd pages, named ‘Evaluation 
of selected Theaceae leaf samples 
using novel HPLC techniques and 
protocols’, is the latest of four books 
published by the author of this article. 
This work, may be considered to 
be the foundation and a stepping 
stone towards the creation and 
establishment of the HPLC based 
taxonomic system for Theaceae 
and genus Camellia. It discusses a 
solid body of scientific evidence 
underpinned by reliable quantitative 
data.

And so, why would one write four 
books on the subject of Camellia? 
In general terms it may be argued 
that the said four books provide 
a permanent record of Camellia 
and Theaceae exploration by a few 
dedicated men, yes, they were all men, 
in South-East Asia and China. The 
said books, one would hope, are also 

the sources of knowledge and critical 
thinking, describing the world as it was 
at that time. Sadly, today the materials 
and images of some of the published 
Camellia species, (and not only 
Camellia, but of a wide range of other 
plants collected), cannot be obtained 
any longer from the wild. Some of the 
natural habitats, visited over the past 
two decades, do not exist anymore. 
Once situated in an impenetrable 
jungle, they have since been turned 
into farms, roads, new housing estates 
and golf courses. Other large parts of 
land were cleared of their vegetation 
and after a year or two of agricultural 
use were discarded and became 
nothing more than weed fields. The 
steady and unchecked population 
and industrial growth and the need of 
state governments to provide for their 
people will always take precedence 
over any plant species.

And what will happen when the 
world’s populations finely realise that 
global warming is not a mere figment 
of imagination devised by scientists 
in order to gain financial grants, but 
a stark reality which if unchecked, 
will cause chronic food and water 
shortages? Will we clear more of 
the already depleted vegetation to 
increase food production and make 
things even worse than they already 
are? So, what will become of the wild 
Camellia?
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C. elizabethae Orel & Curry. 
Image: G. Orel

C. piquetiana (Pierre) Sealy. 
Image: G. Orel

C. oconoriana Orel, Curry & Luu. 
Image: G. Orel

C. maiana Orel. Image: G. Orel



105

This 80 page book is another recent 
publication by Dr. George Orel.

The reader 

• is getting a clear explanation, of the 
chemical analyses of Camellia and 
Theaceae leaf samples, utilizing an 
extended number of replicates

• can find an overview of secondary 
metabolite contents in selected 
Camellia leaf samples, together 
with results and a final conclusion.  

• All is properly illustrated with 
tables, graphs and pictures.

About the author

George Orel has a Bachelor Degree 
in scientific horticulture, an Honours 
Degree in the research of graft 
compatibility between Podocarpaceae 
and Pinaceae and a PhD in plant 
breeding and genetics from the 
University of Western Sydney and the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Sydney.
At University George worked as a 
research scientist on botany, taxonomy 
and the genetics of walnuts (Juglans) 
and pecans (Carya) (Juglandaceae), 
the genetics and taxonomy of Prunus 
varieties and the genetics and 
breeding of Lavandula sp. (Lavender)
As a research scientist, George was 

a member of the Royal Botanical 
Gardens’ team, investigating  the 
medicinal properties and the food 
potential of Western Australian native 
plants, with the emphasis on the desert 
genus Ipomoea (Convolvulaceae).
Since 1999 George has travelled 
widely, in Viet Nam, China, Japan 
and Laos and worked on the botany 
and taxonomy of new Camellia and 
Polyspora species.
He has published some 80 scientific 
papers and articles and is the author 
and co-author of four books.

For more information,  
or if you would like to order, please 
mailto: g_onebonobo@hotmail.com

Evaluation of selected Theaceae leaf samples, using 
Novel HPLC Techniques and Protocols
 

Dr. George Orel (ISBN 978-0-646-80724-9)
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Amongst the Italian amateurs is the 
celebrated Cavaliere Luigi Sacco, 
physician and surgeon and pioneer 
of the smallpox vaccine (to whom 
is indebted for the discovery of the 
vaccine matter indigenous to the cows 
of Lombardy.)

We owe a great many of the varieties 
of the rose such as the Maria Luigia, 
Bella Aurora, Imperatrice Carolina, 
odorassima, violacea, coccinea, etc., to 
this indefatigable naturalist. 

Dr. Sacco was also one of the first 
botanists who introduced the camellia 
in Italy.

He undertook a journey to Paris in 
1810, and returned with the Camellia 
japonica, Alba Plena, Variegate Plena, 
Rubra Simplex and Rubra Maxima.

Dr. Sacco possessed no less than 8000 
camellias and amongst them there 
are more than seventy new varieties 
obtained by him.

I was enabled to judge by going 
through the book from Loudon, 
published in 1840, in which the most 
remarkable camellias were pictured 
by an artist who from time to time 
(writes Loudon in 1840) wanted to 
immortalize the Camellia.

This book contains: 104 pages + 
translation in German and Dutch: 8 
pages

With 59 reprints of lithographic 
pictures.

Print on demand. 
Price: 40 € + postage.
lucas.dhaeze@telenet.be

Il Giardino delle Camellie
 

Dr Luigi Sacco (*1769-†1836)
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The brothers ‘Mardner’ from Mainz 
became the seedling by an artificial 
fertilization of C. japonica ‘Donkelaeri’ 
(syn. ‘Masayoshi’) and C. japonica ‘King’.

That was a happy mixing of these two 
varieties, as the lithograph is showing.

Description
It is filled as ‘Donkelari’ and much richer 
in colour, stronger as ‘King’, because 
it has a diverse colouring of two red 
on the most beautiful white base, with 
shiny pink stripes, points, veins and 
shades as blistering Carmine, so that 
her name ‘Tricolor’ most deserves. 

Except rare and impressive colouring 
it recommends through copious 
flowering, very good opening of 
flowers, and long blooming. The leaves 
are glossy dark green, strong saw 
serrated shaped. The brothers Jakob 
and Joseph were sons of the Kiedricher 
wine grower, Clemens Mardner and 
his wife Margaretha Fisher. Jakob 
(* 30.03.1801-† 30.09.1867) before a 
teacher, married Katherina Hock, and 
was a gardener. Joseph (* 25.07.1810-
† 01.10.1895) was a gardener too and 
married Margaretha Hock. Both women 
were daughters of the Mainz head 
gardener Konrad Hock, where Joseph 
worked as temporary staff. ‘The name 
“Mardner” is so closely aligned with the 
rhododendron, as azalea and camellia 
culture, that it is hardly necessary, to 
tell another about them’ wrote Wilhelm 
Neubert. The brothers were very 
good friends with the famous Belgian 
gardeners Alexander and Ambroise 
Verschaffelt, Louis Benoît Van Houtte 
and Joseph Baumann, all from Ghent.1   

Sources
Deutsches Magazin für Garten- und 
Blumenkunde, 1857. Landeshauptstadt 
Mainz. Stadtarchiv. Archivdirektor; 
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Dobras. Text by the 
author: Luc Dhaeze-Van Ryssel, 2018.

1 Deutsches Magazin für Garten- und Blumenkunde, 
1864, S.7.    

Tricolor von Mainz
 

Luc Dhaeze
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Seidel, a dynamic horticulture family, 
in the 19th, 20th and 21st century
 

Luc Dhaeze

In this new book, you can read all 
about the Seidel family and more 
precisely about their activities in the 
world of gardening during a timespan 
of three centuries.

Their cultivation was mainly located 
in Dresden (Germany) and was 
focused on Camellias, Rhododendron 
and Azaleas.

Also a family tree of each nurseryman, 
with dates of birth, marriage and 
decease of all family members is 
included. (Ancestors, parents, children 
and grandchildren)

This provides a totally different 
approach of what has been written 
before about this family.
The extra is the result of intensive 
research by the author.

The book is written in German and has 
an English translation. It contains 122 
pages, of which 22 pages contain the 
English summary. Print on request (in 
own management)

Costprice: 30 Euro 
(mailing not included)

To order, please contact
lucas.dhaeze@telenet.be
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Behind every flower there is a story... 
these are my thoughts when I walk 
among the huge camellias of my 
father’s old nursery during the winter 
time. Lost in an immense pine forest, 
the camellia garden is overflowed with 
flowers. I recognize them all, I grew up 
with them. I know where they came 
from and I like to imagine the trip they 
made to get so far south to this ocean 
side. What memories could have these 
flowers evoked in the immigrants from 
Europe to this young and indigenous 
America? Italians, Galicians, English, 
Portuguese ... they all came looking for 
fertile land, prosperity and dreams to 
build, escaping wars. My grandparents 
talked about their origins in Cremona, 
in Castilla, in Ireland… likewise, every 
winter, the camellias tell me about their 
origins somewhere in China or in Japan.

Our nursery is located in a large delta 
called the Paraná River Delta, which is 
fed by the waters that descend from 
northern Argentina. (Foto1) A delta 
formed by many streams that flow 
through the Paraná River to the Río de 
la Plata on the coast of Buenos Aires. 

European immigrants came to live 
in the delta populating the different 
streams, willing to cultivate the land. 
They brought their customs, their 
culture, their work force, and in their 
gardens they planted the species 
they knew. The camellias, hydrangeas 
and azaleas quickly adapted to this 
place and in a short time they became 
traditional plants in the gardens of the 
delta islands.

My grandparents had a Japanese 
camellia in their delta house, which 

Argentina
 

Translated by Fátima Beamonte. Photos provided by Dolores Barbosa

News from the Regions

The Paraná River
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today is a great specimen. That was 
the first camellia in our house and 
from our nursery.
In the late 80s, my father decided 
to start building his nursery. Initially 
it was going to be dedicated to 
reproduce azaleas, hydrangeas and 
camellias, the typical plants of the 
island gardens. However, when the 
first lots were planted in the field, a 
flood left all the plants under water. 
Three days later, when the water 
level dropped, only the camellias had 
survived. My father took that as a sign 
and decided that the nursery would 
have to be exclusively for camellias. 
Then my father began to plant all the 
varieties he found, forming his first 
group of mother plants.
I grew up in the nursery among 
camellias and when the time came 
for university, I decided to study 
Floriculture at the University of Buenos 
Aires.
During my student years I was able 
to travel and meet camellia growers 
in Europe and the United States, and 
so I could learn a lot and incorporate 

species and varieties that did not exist 
in Argentina.
My friendship with the Nuccio family 
in California was a great school, they 
taught me a lot about classification 
and all their experience in cultivation 
helped me to perfect our tasks in 
Argentina.
I remember the ICS congress in 
California 2001 where I was greeted 
by Pat McDonald from whom I keep a 
beautiful memory, for his generosity 
and his friendship. I could not believe 
the amount of growers, researchers 
and specialists in camellias that I 
met. For me, the work with camellias 
had always been in solitude as there 
was no one in Argentina dedicated 
exclusively to these plants. At the 
congress I discovered that I was not 
alone and that there were many 
friends around the world with the 
same madness and the same passion, 
which filled me with joy. 
Today we have more than 40 Camellia 
varieties in the nursery. Among them 
are japonicas, sasanquas, higos, 
reticulatas and hybrids.

Paraná River Delta
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Nowadays my father is retired but 
I keep growing my camellias, and 8 
years ago, along with Dolores Barbosa 
we organized visits to our nursery, 
taught courses for landscapers, 
students and fans.  

The wood house where visitors are welcomed.

Hernán talking to visitors at the nursery.

This was possible thanks to everything 
we learned from so many friends 
around world who taught us to grow 
and care for these beautiful plants.

Explanation “in the field” by Hernán Marquez.

The camellias continue to grow along 
the river and every winter I walk 
through the flowers thinking about the 
trip they made to get from far away to 
South America ... life is full of mysteries 
... flowers are a mystery ... then I 
remember a proverb that says “If you 
have a garden and a library you have 
everything you need” …but I would 
say…. A camellia garden… 

Two of the many beauties flourishing at the 
Delta nursery.
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The 2019 Camellia year started end 
of February, with a Garden Tour in 
Portugal. (*)

Shortly after our return an 
appointment was arranged, to plant 
about 25 different Higo Camellias in 
the Japanese Garden in Hasselt (B).  
End of March we joined, for the first 
time, the Plant Days in the Botanical 
Garden of the University in Utrecht 
(NL). Beside getting the opportunity 
to show and sell camellias, we could 
also give presentations about Higos 
and “How to look after your camellias”. 
Thanks to the nice weather there were 
many visitors and we were happy 
about the interest and the results of 
this first experience in Utrecht.
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“CAMELLIA, 
de roos zonder doornen”

Een thema-expositie van een 
betoverende familie uit

 het plantenrijk

Galerij Rivierenhof 
(aan kasteel Rivierenhof bij de spiegelvijver)

hugo.dirks@telenet.be

The last weekend of March, our two 
days exposition, named, “Camellia, 
the rose without thorns” took place 
in cooperation with the Provincial 
domain “Het Rivierenhof” near 
to Antwerp (B). The aim of this 
event was, to put the C.j. Victoria 
Antwerpiensis more in the spotlight 
and to familiarise visitors with the 
world of the camellia. We were 
honored by the presence of our Vice-
President, Mrs. Pilar Vela Fernández 
and the ICS Director for Germany/
Austria, Mrs. Anke Koschitz, for the 
opening of this event and to attend 
the planned activities during the 
two days. Several lectures took 
place, there was a workshop about 
propagation and a guided tour in 
the park and the camellia area. One 
of our members, “Tea by me” (NL) 
specialized in the cultivation of frost 
resistant C.sinensis explained “how to 
prepare your own tea”.

C.j. Victoria Antwerpiensis.  
(Photo M. De Coninck)

Benelux
 

Frieda Delvaux
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Mid of April we were again present at 
the Plant market in Kalmthout (B).

Despite a very cold start in the 
morning, also this day was a success 
and we were happy to welcome 
several of our members.

End of April, we planted the first 
camellia, C.j. Spring Festival, in the 
arboretum “Belmonte” in Wageningen 
(NL) and gradually the camellia 
collection will be expanded.

On Saturday, May 11th, we welcomed 
a delegation of the Italian ICS, headed 
by Mr. Andrea Corneo.  On the first day 
the group visited the “Garden Days” in 
Beervelde (B), a very well-known and 
popular plant market. The evening we 
spent nearby, in Ghent, discovering the 

city by boat over the small channels, 
through the city. After a typical 
Belgian meal with a good beer, the 
group returned to the hotel. Next day, 
after having visited the flower market 
in Ghent, a visit to our Garden of 
Excellence “Het Leen” concluded the 
weekend.

The last event of the year was our 
Member Meeting which took place on 
November 9th, in “Het Leen”, in Eeklo 
(B).

Looking back, I think we can be proud 
of a very busy but most enjoyable 
camellia year.

(*) A more detailed report is published 
in this Journal.

ICS Benelux team in Kalmthout.
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On July 6th and 7th of 2019, the third 
Camellia Exposition was held in Carlos 
Barbosa / Brazil.

The flower shop of Mari Gusso was 
nicely decorated with camellias and 
attracted again many visitors.  The 
event is becoming more and more 
popular and is also getting the interest 
from nurseries in the area.  This year, a 
group of 18 people from the University 

of Santa Maria, about 500km away 
from Carlos Barbosa, came to the 
exposition.

The reason for their visit is related 
to a project they are working on “A 
camellia landscape in Vale Vêneto”. 
Vale Vêneto is the place where the 
university is located and belongs to 
the county of São João de Polêsine – 
Rio Grande do Sul – Brazil.
Details of the project were explained. 
The abstract below gives an idea 
about the contents.

Brazil
 

Davir Zwirtes Maffasioli
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The project is described in the 
following points:  

1. Identification of the proposal

In May 1878 the first immigrants 
arrived, coming from the region of 
Vêneto, in the north of Italy and they 
settled in Vale Vêneto (Rio Grande 
do Sul, state). They kept their habits 
and religion, built churches and 
constructed a Calvary of 14 stations, 
each with beautiful panoramic views. 
Beside a simulation of the cave of 
Our Lady of Lourdes, there are more 
touristic attractions.
Every year there are two big events: 
The International Winter Festival of 
the Federal University of Santa Maria 
and the Cultural Italian week of Vale 
Vêneto. Both festivities are the biggest 
music and gastronomic events in the 
center of Rio Grande do Sul.

Because of this, Vale Vêneto is 
becoming a famous touristic area, 
as well on regional, national as on 
international level. That is why many 
efforts are made to make the area a 
nice and comfortable place for tourists.  

Creating a beautiful landscape is the 
main goal of the project. For this 
reason, the search started for a plant 
species that should become a symbol 
of the locality.  Given the variety of 
plant species, with diversity of shapes, 
flower colors, flowering seasons and 
cultivation facilities, the Camellia was 
chosen, used in association with other 
harmonic species.

2. Appreciation of the problem

On several occasions, the Vêneto 
Valley community made suggestions 
to the local leaders about plant 
species to be chosen to decorate 
the village’s streets, squares and 
paths. Consequently, a group of 
people representing the Vêneto 
Valley Alumni, the Vêneto Valley 
Development Council and the local 
community visited the city of Carlos 
Barbosa – Rio Grande do Sul.  Seeing 
so many different varieties, the group 
reached a consensus to select the 
camellia for the beautification of the 
village, because of the color diversity 
and shape of the flowers, the easy 
adaptation to the climate and local 
soil conditions and for being a bush 
formed by sturdy, shiny foliage that 
remains green all year round. 

Because of the characteristics 
described above, camellia plants are 
sought to integrate in the landscape 
design of homes, public and private 
residences and establishments and 
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even on large estates and in small 
towns. They are often cultivated along 
roadside, avenues and streets, garden 
edges, squares and parks and even in 
massifs.

3. Objectives and Goals to be achieved

The objectives of this project are:
a. To seek acceptance and support, 

mainly from the institutions: Vêneto 
Valley Alumni Association, Vêneto 
Valley Development Council, São 
João do Polêsine City Hall, Vêneto 
Valley Parish Council, clubs and 
other entities and the general 
population from Vêneto Valley.

b. To raise support and technical 
assistance from professionals, 
research and teaching entities, such 
as Universities and research entities 
located in the region.

c. To seek the realization of the 
landscape project by technicians of 
the area.

d. To motivate the residents of the 
Vêneto Valley community to 
participate in the implementation of 
the landscape project in its entirety: 
in the central area, routes, paths and 
around the village.

e. To make the local community aware 
of the importance of preserving and 
caring for camellia plants, being a 
property that belongs to them.

f. To search for a location and install a 
suitable infrastructure for seedling 
production.

g. To determine the main 
transplantation sites of the different 
camellia cultivars (squares, streets, 
paths, land ...).

h. To choose, for each location, the 
cultivars with flowers of the most 
appropriate colors.

With the help of the above-
mentioned associations and the 
local community, and with the 
data and materials obtained, the 
following goals are expected to be 
achieved:
1. Produce and / or acquire enough 

camellia plants to implement the 
project.

2. Technically qualify and provide 
information to people in the 
community through training, 
enabling the implementation, 
development of the project 
and the management and 
maintenance of plants.

3. Implement the whole project.
4. To adapt an ecological and 

efficient protocol for the 
management of plants and 
soil, thus facilitating plant 
phytosanitary treatments and 
maintaining soil fertility and 
finally,

5. Donate the project to the local 
community by the Association 
of Alumni of Vêneto Valley, as a 
thank you for all that has been 
received from the educators and 
residents of the locality.
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4. Plan of execution

The urban area is concentrated 
mainly around the Corpus Christi 
Mother Church. There are important 
sites that will get camellia borders 
such as St. Vincent Pallotti Square, 
Polenta Square, other public spaces 
and central streets. Outside the urban 
area, including the access roads to 
the center of the village, as well as 
the roads to the Nossa Senhora de 
Lourdes Cave, Line Two, Domenico 
Dotto, Calvary and access to the 
cemetery also numerous Camellias will 
be planted.

The implementation of the project 
will happen in stages, starting with 
the urban part and, in this case, the 
squares. So, for each square, street, 
path, road, or open grounds, a 
specific sub-project will be elaborated 
considering the different species, 
flowering season and colors of 
camellia flowers and the matching 
with other plant species.

The rooting of the cuttings will be taken 
care of by people from the community 
and volunteers guided by teachers and 
researchers from the Federal University 
of Santa Maria - UFSM. Cuttings will 
also be rooted in a private nursery 
located in Santa Maria, RS.

Guidance on planting, soil fertilization, 
spacing, management and 
phytosanitary treatments of plants 

will be provided by Agronomists, 
former students of Vêneto Valley. The 
operational part will be performed 
by employees of the Municipality of 
São João do Polêsine and, mainly, by 
residents of the community.

The first seedlings of camellia will 
start from April 2020 and the project 
implementation duration is scheduled 
for 3 years.

Project management will be carried 
out by a so-called “Management 
Group” of community leaders and 
representatives of alumni. Also, an 
“Advisory Group”, of Alumni only, 
with the purpose of monitoring 
the different stages of project 
implementation, providing the 
advisory function.

5. Main expected benefits

The proposal is characterized by 
adding environmental, social and 
economic benefits to the community. 
In the environmental aspect, the 
harmonization and beautification of 
the landscape; the encouragement 
of feelings of preservation and care 
for the geographical space as well as 
the feeling of commitment among 
the members of the community are 
considered. 

In the social aspect, the participation of 
the community in the execution of the 
project is encouraged. The community 
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will have an increase in its self-esteem 
and in the opportunities and conditions 
of coexistence with people from the 
local and other places, as many visitors 
are expected.  The construction of 
a place for walking, relaxation and 
enchantment in which people will have 
the opportunity to observe, breathe, 
touch and enjoy the beauty of camellia 
plants and flowers. What the economic 
aspect is concerned, the beautification 
of the landscape will attract more 
visitors and will lead to the realization 
of more events. 

All this will boost the local economy. 

The results of the project 
implementation will certainly serve 
as an example for other locations 
in the region of the Fourth Italian 
Immigration Colony, or even distant 
places to implement projects with 
similar objectives and scope.

Vêneto Valley alumni
Vêneto Valley Development Council
General population of Vêneto Valley
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For a long time we have been following 
the activities of the International 
Camellia Society  but after the  
Camellia Society of Opatija was elected 
as the world’s 16th region, Croatia, we 
have been even more interested in 
participating in this activity.

In the spring of 2017 our Society 
visited Opatija  and met Italian and 
Swiss camellia camelliofils. We all, 
Italian, Swiss and our society, donated 
each of us to our Croatian friends a 
camellia plant which was planted in  
the Opatija Park Angiolina and we 
spent 2 beatiful days there during 
exhibiton of Opatija Society. 

With this article and some photos, 
which we sent to Antonija Cvetković, 
director of region Croatia, who had  
contacted us years ago, we would 
like to present our camellia comunity. 
Our Croatian friends visited us this 
March 2019 during our  celebration of 
camellia days. It was a nice exchange 
of experience with the main subject: 
camellia.

NGO “Kamelija” Stoliv, (Kotor, 
Montenegro) is a non-profit 
association for cherishing natural 
values and cultural tradition in this 
part of Kotor Bay as an UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. It was renovated 
in 2002 based on an old cultural and 

educational organization founded 
exactly 100 years ago.

The most significant activity of our 
organization is the camellia plant 
promotion, enrichment of the species, 
and supporting and educating the 
citizens. We organize traditional, 
cultural, educational, ecological, 
entertaining and tourist events as the 
Camellia Festival, Camellia Flower 
Arrangement Exhibition, Camellia Ball 
with the election of “Lady Camellia” 
(Photo1), choosing the most beautiful 
camellia garden, Camellia Trophy, 
concerts, thematic talks, roundtables, 
field trips, to name some of them.

Dama Kamelija: “Lady Camellia”

Monte Negro
 

Antonija Cvetković
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Camellia exhibition

Camellia  - this divine and miracolous 
flower grows well in a small Monte 
Negro Adriatic place called Stoliv, 
municipality Kotor in the bay of Boka 
Kotor.

Stoliv, in the bay of Boka Kotor

Unfortunately, we do not have written 
and firm data on the first  arrival of 
camellia plants to our region, but 
it has been a legend, that after the 
18th century, one of very many ship 
captains  probably  brought a plant 
from the sailings to the  Far East. 
We perform this moment on our 
celebrations. 

Return from the Far East

Camellia japonica is the most frequent 
plant in our region, because of a very 
humid climate, acceptable soil quality,  
and a  very traditional way of living, 
respecting this plant as a unique home 
plant for every house and family. No 
doubt, this period of  a hundred year 
old tradition has been nourished 
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protecting in this way the horticultural 
value of camellia plants.

In Stoliv  and wider vicinity , there is 
no garden where one cannot find a 
camellia plant. The oldest plants are 
more than 90 years old and four to 
five metres high. The older camellias 
have red and white flowers, but 
the new ones are other and various 
cultivars.

We would be very much interested to 
become members of ICS and we shall 
certainly visit the world congress to be 
held 2022 in Italy.

Romeo Mihovic, 
president of Stoliv camellia society.

Camellias in Stoliv.
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At the Batumi Botanical Garden, the 
5th edition of the Camellia Exhibition 
was held in March, 2019 and the event 
was again very successful. 
This year, the exhibition was organized 
in the Japanese garden which is a 
separate area in the Botanical Garden. 
Up to 70 varieties of Camellias and 
about 30 hybrids were presented. 
The combination of Camellias with 
Japanese elements created a very 
attractive environment, which was a 
pleasure for visitors.
A friend and volunteer of the Batumi 
Botanical Garden from the Republic of 
Turkey, Levent Samerjim gave a Bonsai 
Masterclass. Guests were involved in 
making Bonsai trees from Camellias.  
This demonstration also got a lot of 
interest. In 2020, the 6th edition of 
the exposition will be held after mid of 
March. Precise date is not yet known 
at the time of this publication, but if 
any interest, please write to the email 
addresses, below.
It would be a pleasure to welcome you 
in Georgia.

Kind request:
We are still trying to extend our 
Camellia collection. If you could help 
with seeds or cuttings of the following 
Camellias, would mean a lot to us:

C. japonica  ‘Auguste Delfosse’,
C. japonica  ‘Altheaflora’, 
C. japonica ‘Amabilis Fulgens’, 
C. japonica ‘Angela Cocchi’, 
C. japonica ‘Adolphe Audusson’, 
C. japonica ‘Bella D’ardiglioni’, 
C. japonica ,Bella Lamberth’, 
C. japonica ‘C. H. Hovey’, 
C. japonica ’California’, 
C. japonica ‘Carlotta Grisi’, 
C. japonica ’Chandleri Elegans’, 
C. japonica ’Debbie’, 
C. japonica ’General G. Patton’ , 
C. japonica ’Hagoromo’, 
C. japonica `Kujaku-ibrido’, 
C. japonica ’Kramer’s Supreme’, 
C. japonica ‘Latifolia’, 
C. japonica ’Purity’, 
C. japonica ‘Donkelarii’
any cultivars of C.reticulata
any cultivars of C. sasanqua

All Camellias species except 
C. japonica; C.reticulata; C. sasanqua 
and C. oleifera

Contact e-mail: bbolqvadze@bbg.ge; 
lanakodanovi@mail.ru

Looking forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks.

Lana

Batumi, Georgia
 

Ms.Bulbuli Bolkvadze – Curator of the Camellia collection.
Ms.Lana Kodanovi  – Curator of Australian, 

New Zealand and South American plant collections
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The Villa Maioni, belonging today to 
the municipality of Verbania on Lake 
Maggiore, is the town library and its 
park now sees a phase of restoration 
to become a botanical garden thanks 
to the creation of a collection of 
camellias and azaleas. The camellia 
collection will be dedicated to Piero 
Hillebrand as one of the major 
camellia experts of camellias from 
the Verbania town who passed 
away at the beginning of 2019.  The 
project being developed by the Italian 
Camellia Society, will be presented 
during the Goto congress in 2020. 
The importance of this project is 
remarkable in the Italian context as 

the camellia collections are usually 
private and often linked to collectors 
and thus also to an uncertain or 
inconsistent future.
A public collection is of considerable 
importance in spreading interest in 
this plant and in promoting camellias 
from Lake Maggiore which have a 
considerable economic importance in 
the nursery sector.
 
The Villa is the town library and the 
park is going to host a very important 
camellia collection

Andrea Corneo – President of the 
Italian Camellia Society.

Italy 
 

Collection of Camellias in Villa Maioni, Andrea Corneo

Villa Maioni with in the close up a C. sasanqua ‘Hiryu’ in full bloom.
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Tsubaki Summit

The Japan Camellia Society (JCS) cohosts 
a camellia gathering called ‘Tsubaki 
Summit’ every year together with one 
of the autonomies in Japan which are 
designating camellias as their symbol 
flowers. In the spring of 2019 it was 
taken place in Gotemba City, Shizuoka 
Prefecture, at the foot of Mt. Fuji.

In all 148 JCS members including 50 
ICS members gathered from all over 
Japan. By the way, in principle most 
of ICS members are belonging to JCS 
at the same time. The Summit started 
with welcome and congratulatory 
messages by Mr. Yohei Wakabayashi, 
the mayor of Gotemba City, and Dr. 
Naotoshi Hakoda, the JCS president. 
Then the keynote address and 
memorial lectures continued. A social 
gathering accompanied by dinner was 
held, and the attendants were busy 
in talking with many camellia friends 
from all over Japan after a long time 
since they met last time.

On the next day a tour was made to 
some camellia spots in the City. The 
special features were a group of old 
camellia trees including an old tree of 
‘Tarokaja’ of about 300 years at the 
past residence of the late Mr. Nobusuke 
Kishi, the former prime minister of 

Japan, the garden of the late Prince 
Chichibu and the camellia garden of 
Mrs. Yoko Matsuoka, an ICS member.

The group of old camellia trees at the Kishi 
residence.

Decorations at the summit site.

Japan
 

Shigeo Matsumoto, photos by Mrs. Kiyomi Shinoda 
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The garden of the late Prince Chichibu

A group of JCS members in front of the grave of 
Iyeyasu Tokugawa, the first shogun

Japan and other Asian regions 
were honored to have an 
ICS President’s visit

Dr. Guan Kaiyun, the ICS President, 
visited Japan in March, 2019. At first, 
he visited Nonoichi Central Park of 
Nonoichi City, Ishikawa Prefecture, to 
kindly assess the camellia garden of 
the Park as an officer out of the region. 
They are hoping to subscribe it for 
one of the IC Garden of Excellence at 
the2020 Goto Congress. Dr. Takayuki 
Tanaka, one of ICS directors for Japan, 
guided him there to Goto City.
Then he visited the city hall of Goto 

City to make an inspection of the 
conditions of preparations for the 
Goto Congress. He grasped them fully 
and was deeply satisfied with the 
status quo.

Mr. T. Tanaka, Mr. Katsuhiko Higuchi 
and Mrs & Mr. Guan Kaiyun

Dr. G. Kaiyun also had another mission. 
It was to assess three ICGoE, Goto 
Camellia Forest Park, Ishibashi Cultural 
Center and Kurume Camellia Park, for 
their re-recognition in 2020. He moved 
to Kurume guided by Mr. Katsuhiko 
Higuchi, another ICS director from 
Japan. He clearly and thoroughly 
assessed the three camellia gardens. 
In Kurume he visited some famous 
historic camellias including a 300 
year-old ‘Masayoshi’ (‘Donckelaeri’) 
guided by Mr. Mikio Akashi, a local 
nurseryman. He seemed to be quite 
fascinated by them. 

Thank you very much for your 
kindness and hard work, Dr. Guan 
Kaiyun.



126

We were saddened by the death of Neville Haydon, who had been an integral 
part of CMT for almost 30 years. Although not so actively involved for the 
last 5 years, Neville continued to give input and guidance from his huge love, 
knowledge and experience of camellias. His generous donation two years ago 
of £30,000 to the ICS Otomo-Haydon Research Fund will ensure an on-going 
legacy to the camellia world, which our own CMT will benefit from.

The Trust’s major on-going project for the last 15 years has revolved around 
camellia petal blight, researching the complexities and interactions between 
the host camellia and pathogenic disease, the ultimate goal being to find a 
substance, preferably natural, that will inhibit the effect of petal blight on the 
blooms.

Our current sponsored PhD student, Nikolai Kondratev, has completed his 3rd 
year of research at Massey University, and we have extended his scholarship for 
another year, to Dec 2019, to enable him to write up and submit his thesis, and 
have another flowering season to conduct experiments and develop a spray 
composed of natural compounds produced by the camellias resistant to petal 
blight, which he has identified and isolated.

Basically, plant genes produce proteins which enable chemical reactions 
to take place (Interestingly, and as an aside, camellias have 60,000 genes, 
and humans have only 20,000, 40% of which are the same as a banana!!). 
Receptors are proteins that enable fungal attacks to happen - the fungal 
spores recognise them and so know they have landed on a suitable host. These 
receptor genes/proteins also control other genes which activate the plant’s 
resistance to the fungal attack. 

10% of proteins activate within 6 hours of contact with the fungus, and 6% 
of genes switch off, presumably to make more energy available to the genes 
resisting the attack. Nicky Crisp doesn’t have any receptors, so doesn’t recognise 
the fungal attack. Lutchuensis does, and activates 695 genes to resist the attack. 
Nicky Crisp has the same 695 genes, but does not activate them.

Oxidation is the chemical process that begins the breakdown and decay of 

New-Zealand 
 

Camellia Memorial Trust Chairman’s Report, NZCS  AGM  Aug 2019
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matter. Ferulic acid is a strong anti-oxidant with anti-fungal activity which is 
produced by lutchuensis to resist the attack  6hr after the spores have landed. 
Methyl- jasmonate is another hormone  also produced by lutchuensis as a 
defence.

So, the theory is that any spray needs to be a combination of the hormone 
methyl-jasmonate and the fungal spores together, to give the highest immunity 
boost to Nicky Crisp. The inactivated fungal spores are the vaccination, and the 
plant hormone methyl-jasmonate (MeJa) activates the immune system. In effect, 
we are recreating the attack/resistance scenario that happens in lutchuensis , 
with Nicky Crisp. Nikolai has already done experiments in controlled laboratory 
conditions, and results look very promising.

A high concentration of the spray is needed to penetrate the thick camellia 
cuticle. A sticking agent such as soap or Spray Fix helps penetration and the 
spread of the spray. The earlier this spray is applied to infected blooms the 
better, preferably within 6hr of infection. Once fungal hyphae have penetrated 
the inner cell structure of the bloom it is virtually impossible to reverse or 
destroy.

This is a natural anti-fungal compound, not an antibiotic, so there are no 
problems making or commercialising it. This research is now at an advanced 
and very hopeful stage. What remains to be done is testing in field conditions.   
EXCITING ISN’T IT !
Where to from here?

Dr Paul Dijkwel, Nikolai’s supervisor and one of our Trustees, has developed 
a new project for a new PhD student, doing final testing of the new spray. 
Corteva Agri-Science in New Plymouth, the newly merged Dow Agro-Sciences 
and Dupont Crop Protection, is a world leader in the field of agricultural and 
horticultural fungicides and pesticides. They have agreed to allow a CMT 
sponsored PhD student to test this spray using their facilities and expertise, 
partnering it with Massey University’s intricate knowledge of camellia petal 
blight and plant fungal interactions.

Ciborinia petal blight attacks plants in a similar way to sclerotinia, a major 
fungal disease in horticulture, so using camellias as a model may lead to a new 
spray effective on other nursery/horticultural crops.  Experiments will be run 
concurrently on both camellias and Arabidopsis species, testing different spray 
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formulations, different biological compounds, different strengths and different 
surficants.

So, we are searching for a new student to sponsor, to start in March 2020. 

Which brings us to the money, of course!

The above new project is estimated to cost $155,000, of which we still need to 
find $55,000. 

We are thankful for and acknowledge donations of $2,000 from North Taranaki 
Branch NZCS, $9,000 from Auckland Branch NZCS, $1,760 from the Tasmanian 
Camellia Group, $20,000 a year for 3 years from the L. A. Alexander Trust, 
and $8,000 a year for 3 years from Massey University. A concerted fundraising 
effort is under way, seeking donations from various sources both within NZ and 
overseas.  ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP?

This project is the culmination of many years work and expense, and if 
successful, and it certainly looks promising, will re-instate camellias in the garden 
to their full glory!

I would like to acknowledge and thank the work and support of all the CMT 
Trustees, especially Dr Paul Dijkwel and Lynn Bublitz, and also our Treasurer 
Mrs Pat Flockhart, who is an amazing whizz kid when it comes to looking after 
finances. We are fortunate to retain the use of a meeting room at Massey, thank 
you Dr Vince Neall for organising that. And Diana Abraham is doing a great job 
recording the minutes of our meetings and at times complicated reports. Thank 
you Diana, much appreciated. Mrs Blanche Lauridsen and Mr Lynn Bublitz have 
agreed to remain as Trustees for a further 3 years, which is great.

So overall, there are exciting times ahead. We’re looking forward to all your 
donations rolling in! It doesn’t matter how small they are, every bit will be 
gratefully received and help us on the way.

Tony Barnes,  Chairman Camellia Memorial Trust. 24th August 2019.
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Dear Fellow Camellia Lovers

You will no doubt all be aware of the camellia petal blight fungal disease 
(Ciborinia camelliae) which destroys the blooms of our loved flowers, causing 
unsightly brown blotches on the petals even as the flower opens, followed by 
collapse of the bloom and then premature flower drop.

With the notable exception of Australia, this disease is now widespread 
throughout the world wherever camellias are grown.  New Zealand’s mild, humid 
climate seems to particularly suit the fungus, and since it arrived in NZ in the mid 
1990s, its presence has had a huge negative impact on the popularity of camellias 
here, for both Camellia Society members, and the general gardening public alike. 
I have personally seen that it is a major problem in Spain and Portugal, and Italy, 
too, has a problem with infection of blooms. Although the climate in western 
United States is much drier, the disease is still very evident in the California region.

To date there has been no effective inhibitor or cure found to combat this fungus, 
despite extensive research and trialling with all available commercial agricultural 
fungicides. There have been research teams working on this in New Zealand, Italy, 
and Spain.

When the blight was discovered in New Zealand, the Camellia Memorial Trust, (a not 
for profit trust set up by the NZ Camellia Society in 1984 for the express purpose of 
funding research into camellia related subjects), began sponsoring PhD students at 
Massey University in Palmerston North, NZ, to research all aspects of this fungus, 
with the ultimate aim of finding a way to destroy it, or at least preventing it from 
destroying the flowers which bring such joy to our members.

Twenty years later, after three PhD students and around $400,000 sponsorship, 
we have made great progress. We know in detail the lifecycle of the fungus, we 
know that five camellia species have natural resistance to it, we have discovered 
from molecular analysis the interaction of attack and defence mechanisms 
between the pathogenic fungus and host plant, and, most exciting of all, have 
managed to identify and isolate the enzymes and proteins that resistant species 
produce and susceptible species lack.
Recent research has discovered compounds that are produced by resistant 

Camellia Memorial Trust (Inc.)
 

Tony Barnes
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plants and which effectively prevent petal blight under laboratory conditions. 
What remains for our new PhD student to do, starting next year, is to develop 
a natural spray effective against the petal blight, using combinations of these 
biological compounds. Different combinations and strengths will be tested on 
blooms in controlled and garden situations, along with various additives to help 
with spreading and penetration. The spray formulations will also be tested on 
the common garden fungus Botrytis cineraria (powdery mildew), which attacks 
plants in a very similar way that Ciborinia attacks camellia blooms.

Attaining the end goal of this long term and costly project, namely an effective 
spray to combat the scourge of petal blight, which will benefit camellia lovers 
worldwide, is now tantalisingly close.
But all this research costs money. We have already secured funding for two thirds 
of the proposed final stage of our project, but require a further $NZ53,500, 
spread over three years. That is only $NZ18,000 a year. 

Attached is an outline of the proposed project, with timeline and estimated budget.

Are you able to help?

Every donation, however small, is a step closer to achieving that final goal.
Bear in mind also that one Euro or one US dollar is the equivalent of $NZ1.40
Donations and/or grants of any amount will be most gratefully received, and 
formally acknowledged by letter and in the NZ Camellia Bulletin.

If you personally, or your Camellia Society Branch, would like to contribute, please 
contact:

either Mr Tony Barnes, 
Chairman Camellia Memorial Trust
1521 Surf Highway 45
R.D.4 New Plymouth
New Zealand 4374
email:  tony.john@xtra.co.nz

or Mrs Pat Flockhart
Treasurer Camellia Memorial Trust
16 Graham Rd
Gisborne
New Zealand 4010
email:  annf@xtra.co.nz

Together we can achieve our dream of having blight-free camellia flowers once more!

Thanking you in anticipation, I remain,
Yours sincerely, Tony Barnes, Chairman, Camellia Memorial Trust, NZ.
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As the love for camellia in Spain 
continues to grow so do the camellia 
exhibitions, which reached 30 this year, 
and where held in different locations 
in Galicia and Asturias. Each exhibition 
has its own particular character, which 
makes it different from the others and 
invites exhibitors to participate and the 
public to attend. In some of them, it is 
the environment or place in which it is 
carried out, in others, it’s the care of 
the organization, or the particular way 
of exposing the flowers, and in others 
simply the tradition.
This year they started on the weekend 
of January 19th-20th with the Mostra 
da Camelia Cidade de Tui, (Tui, 
Pontevedra) which, despite being only 
the 4th edition brings together more 
than 70 exhibitors, and continued 
every weekend until April.

Furthermore, the LV International 
Camellia Exhibition was held this year at 
the Pazo de Congresos de Pontevedra, 
on March 9th & 10th. It was organized 
by the Deputación de Pontevedra 
and, in addition to the flower show, a 
cooking show was conducted directed 
by the chef Iñaki Bretal under the title 
“A camellia entre fogones” ( A camellia 
between stoves), with the preparation 
and tasting of a menu with camellia 
flowers as ingredients. In addition, Dr. 

Pedro Mansilla gave a conference on 
the most frequent pathologies that 
affect camellias and their treatments, 
and Dr. Carmen Salinero presented new 
alternatives for the reforestation of 
forests with camellias combining them 
with native species, and their use for 
florists (green is much appreciated), 
or the production of tea and oil. The 
book “Xardíns históricos na provincia de 
Pontevedra” (Historical Gardens in the 
Pontevedra Province) was also presented 
and activities for children related to 
camellias were also carried out.

55th International Camellia Exhibition 
celebrated in the city of Pontevedra in 2019.

Spain
 

Text and pictures provided by Pilar Vela & Carmen Salinero. 
Translator: Fátima Beamonte.
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Other noteworthy events were the III 
International Camellia Day “Siente la 
camellia” (Feel the Camellia), held in 
March in Quinteiro da Cruz, Ribadumia, 
Pontevedra, with a tasting of a menu 
prepared with camellia, tea ceremony, 
and therapy with Tibetan Bowls and 
Gong; and the presentation of the 
poetry book “Ecos, aires y camellias” 
in La Saleta (Meis, Pontevedra), which 
is a compilation of poems from the 
poetry contest “Nuestra Musa, la 
Camelia”, which has been held in this 
garden since 2014.

During the month of April, the 
Consellería de Cultura y Turismo of the 
Xunta de Galicia (Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism of Galicia), in collaboration 
with the Spanish Society of Camellia 
and D.O. Rías Baixas presented in El 
Corte Inglés of Pintor Sorolla street, 
in Valencia, the campaign “Vino y 
Camellias” (Wine and Camellias). 
An authentic camellia forest was 
recreated on the sixth floor of this 
mall, with plants in full bloom, where 
visitors could taste a selection of Rías 
Baixas wines in a unique environment 
designed to image and resemble the 
most beautiful Galician pazos. 

Photos of the recreation of a forest of camellias, 
typical of the Pazos Gallegos, during the 
presentation of the “Wine and Camelias” 
campaign at El Corte Inglés in Valencia in April 
2019 (www.valenciabonita.es).

Cover of the book 
compilation of poems of 
the poetry contest held 
in La Saleta.
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After the summer break, an exhibition 
organized by Turismo de Galicia 
(Xunta de Galicia) was held in Vigo 
in November, combining autumnal 
camellia flowers with an exhibition 
of traditional Galician costumes. The 
result was spectacular.

Camellia flowers and traditional 
Galician costumes during the exhibition 
organized by Turismo de Galicia that 
was held in Vigo in November 2019. 

In addition, the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism of the Xunta de Galicia is 
carrying out a project to recover the 
Monte del Gozo, a hill on the outskirts 
of Santiago, from where pilgrims first 
see the towers of the Cathedral which 
marks the end of their pilgrimage. 
By creating a “Forest of Camellias”, 
with camellias and plants from all 
the countries of origin of the pilgrims 
arriving to Santiago, it is intended to 
create a singular and unique space, 
through one of the most iconic 
elements of Galician nature and of 
great tourist interest, camellia, for later 
inclusion in the “Camellia Route of 
Galicia”. In this project, camellias will 
be the link between different cultures, 
helping to revalue and promote an 
area where thousands of pilgrims 
come from all over the world. The 
project is currently underway. The first 
phase is expected to be completed by 
May 2020, and the second and final 
before 2021. 
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Schedule of Camellia Exhibitions and Events to be held in Spain in 2020 
(info: expo@cameliaspain.com)

Month Days  Exhibition Location

January 18th-19th V Mostra da Camelia 
Cidade de Tui 

Sala de Exposicións da Área 
Panorámica, Tui 

January 18th-19th II San Vicente do Mar O Grove

January 25th-26th XIV A Camelia en Domaio Moaña

February 1st-2nd XI Exposición a Camelia 
da Rocha 

Asociación Cultural 
Rocha Forte, Santiago de 
Compostela

February 1st-2nd XXII Memorial Antonio 
Odriozola 

Mosteiro San Benito de 
Lérez, Pontevedra

February 8th-9th XVII Mostra da Camelia 
de Narón 

Dolce Vita Odeón, Narón

February 8th-9th III Marín, Camelias e Mar Sala Exposiciones Museo 
Manuel Torres, Marín

February 15th-16th XI Concurso Exposición 
da Camelia en Tomiño

Casa da Cultura de Tomiño

February 15th-16th XII Xornadas da Camelia 
de Rubians

Centro SocioCultural, AAVV 
de Rubians, Vilagarcía

February 21st III Torneo de la Camelia Campo de Golf de Meís

February 22nd-23rd XVI Gala da Camelia no 
Camiño

Albergue Peregrinos “Virxen 
Peregrina”, Pontevedra

February 23th XXV Xornada Arredor da 
Camelia 

Santa Cruz de Rivadulla, 
Vedra 

Feb. Mar. 29th-1st LVI Concurso Exposición 
Int. da Camelia 

VIGO

March 1st XIV A Camelia na Festa 
do Lacón con Grelos 

Cuntis

March 7th-8th XIV Exposición da 
Camelia Bella Otero 

Auditorio Municipal Valga 

We present the schedule of exhibitions and events to be held in Spain in 2020.
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March 10th-12nd XVIII Mostra da Camelia Colegio CEP Campolongo, 
Pontevedra

March 14th-15th IV Exposición da Camelia 
en Sada 

Casa da Cultura Pintor 
Llirens, Sada

March 15th-16th VI Mostra da Camelia de 
Vilanova 

Pavillón Municipal de 
Vilanova de Arousa

March 21st-22nd V Exposición das 
Camelias del Bajo Nalón

San Esteban de Pravia - 
Muros del Nalón

March 21st-22nd XII Xornadas da Camelia Auditorio Municipal de 
Salceda de Caselas

March 21st-22nd XX Certame da Camelia 
no Castelo

Castelo de Soutomaior

March 27th-28th IV Jornada Intern.  
Camelia “Ven a comer la 
camelia”

Quinteiro da Cruz, 
Ribadumia

March 28th-29th VII Expo. Camelia e 
Bonsai/II Feria plantas de 
colección 

Monasterio del Carmen, 
Padrón

March 28th-29th IX Expo. Camelia en 
Torneiros AA VV San 
Salvador

Centro Cultura de Tornerios, 
Porriño

April 4th-5th VII Exposición da Camelia 
en Lugo

Museo Provincial de Lugo

April 4th-5th VI Exposición da Camelia 
de Xeve 

Centro Cultural de Santa 
María de Xeve, Pontevedra

April 9th-10th IX Mostra da Camelia 
“Cultural de Sanxenxo”

Sala Nauta de Sanxenxo

April 10th XVIII Mostra da Camelia 
en Mañón 

Mañón

April 25th-26th III Mostra da Camelia de 
Lalín 

Pazo de Liñares, Lalín

December 13th XVIII Exposición da 
Camelia Sasanqua e 
outras 

Sala Eventos Exposicions 
Mercado Municipal,  Boiro

Month Days  Exhibition Location
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Working with Chiswick House & 
Gardens, the ICS organised its 
second annual camellia competition, 
held for camellia enthusiasts in and 
around London. The first, in 2018, was 
battered by snowstorms, and had 
fewer than 10 entrants.  This second 
competition had more than 20 excited 
entrants, some proudly entering only 
one or two blooms.  The U.K. Region 
donated a plate for the “best bloom” 
in show, and provided small prizes for 
winners in the different classes.  We 
also awarded certificates for every 
participant.

The ICS helped out at the main 
camellia competition held by the 
Royal Horticultural Society. The 
weather posed serious problems for 
the competition, held in a marquee, 
however: two hard frosts Friday 
and Saturday nights, froze solid the 
water in the small glasses and cups 
holding blooms.  Although camellias 
were not as badly damaged as the 
rhododendrons and magnolias in 
their competitions, by Sunday the 
camellias had some very peculiar 
colorations.  The Leonardslee bowl 
for the best 12 blooms in the camellia 
competition was won by ICS members 
Pat and Peter Bucknell, whose garden 
at Botallick, in Cornwall, has become 
a camellia-garden powerhouse.  The 
ICS Challenge Plate was awarded for 

a bloom of C.reticulata ‘Francie L’, a 
C.saluenensis x C.reticulata hybrid.  
The ICS Marigold Assinder Challenge 
Cup was not awarded, as there were 
no novice entries.

March saw us spending a weekend 
in southeast England, visiting some 
of the historic old gardens there.  On 
our list: Nymans and Standen, both 
National Trust gardens, Leonardslee, 
and Borde Hill.  We also stopped by 
Loder Plants to inspect the collection 
there.  The visit to Leonardslee was 
particularly interesting as we visited 
on the first day that Leonardslee was 
reopened to the public since it closed 
to the public in 2010, having been 
sold to an international businessman.  
A subsequent purchaser bought the 
estate in 2017,  has converted the 
house into a luxury boutique hotel and 
is restoring the gardens.

In May, 16 ICS members joined The 
Worshipful Company of Gardeners 
in a 100th birthday party for Exbury 
Gardens, owned by the Rothschild 
family.  There was a tour guided 
by sisters Charlotte and Kate de 
Rothschild and head gardener Tom 
Clarke, to show off the work being 
done to rejuvenate the garden. We 
finished up with a private steam-train 
ride, and an excellent afternoon tea.  
Most of the camellias had ended, but 

United Kingdom
 

U.K. regional happenings in 2019, Text and photos – Pat Short
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the rhododendrons were in exuberant 
display, and the rest of the grounds full 
of lush growth.

Nyman Allee

In November, we sponsored a sasanqua 
workshop at Richmond Park, southwest 
London, for ICS and, by invitation, 
RHS Rhododendron, Camellia & 
Magnolia group members.  The 34 
attendees heard Caroline Bell discuss 
her experiences of growing sasanquas 
at her home in Devon, in southwest 
England; she holds the U.K. National 
Collection of C.sasanqua, C.hiemalis, & 
C.x vernalis.  Jennifer Trehane filled in 
some of the history of how sasanquas 
came to Europe.  Fiona Edmond, who 
holds the National Collection of autumn 
and winter-flowering camellias, told us 

about how she became enamored  by 
these camellias as she was developing 
her own garden in Essex, northeast of 
London. Jo Scrivener, head gardener 
at Richmond Park, led a group tour 
through the park’s inspirational Isabella 
Plantation, with its collection of 
sasanquas and other garden treasures. 

C.J. ‘Donation’ bred at Borde Hill

Camellias at RHS on Sunday morning
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Our US Membership grew again 
in 2019. We are currently at 210 
members, up about 20 over last year - 
roughly a ten percent increase. Our top 
states are currently: California (40), 
Florida (25), Louisiana (25), Alabama 
(23), Georgia (22), South Carolina 
(17), and North Carolina (11). We also 
have members in some non-traditional 
states such as Arizona, New Mexico 
and Utah. Our membership includes 
the seven International Camellia 
Gardens of Excellence, plus some 
leading botanical libraries around 
the nation including: Longwood 
Gardens, NY Botanical Garden, Cornell 
University Library, and the University 
of Washington.
 
Congratulations to ICS Director Brad 
King of California on his election as 
President of the American Camellia 
Society for a two-year term from June 
2019 to 2021. Another ICS member, 
Patrick Andrews (Florida), was elected 
as Vice-President and is next in line to 
serve as ACS President in 2021-2023.

As many of you know, the 2024 ICS 
Congress will be in the southeastern 
United States. The official host 
organization will be the American 
Camellia Society, which will oversee 
the business details with the 
assistance of a convention planner. 

A recommendation will be made at 
the upcoming Norfolk meeting as to 
specific host cities.
 
Congratulations to ACS Executive 
Director Celeste Richard and 
husband Dwight on the birth of a 
daughter, Madeline, on June 5, 2019. 
Congratulations also on Celeste’s ten-
year anniversary with ACS. The society 
recently celebrated its 50th Anniversary 
at Massee Lane Gardens in 2018.  

Celeste Richard at the Rosedown 
Plantation – 2017.

Also from us “Congratulations, Celeste 
& Dwight” 

USA
 

Forrest Latta – Brad King - Photos F.Delvaux
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On a sad note, the Camellia world 
lost two of its luminaries this year, 
Annabelle Fetterman on August 22 
(South Carolina) and Bob Ehrhart 
(California) on May 3, 2019. Both 
were former ACS Presidents and 
Annabelle was a long time Director 
of the International Camellia Society. 
Their contributions to the camellia 
world were immeasurable. Another 
loss in the family was Charles Crowder, 
husband of ICS Director Florence 
Crowder, who died on October 7, 2019
 
The Southern California Camellia 
Society will celebrate its 80th 
Anniversary in January 2020. This 
historic group has made many 
contributions to the camellia world 
including the Camellia Nomenclature, 
the Camellia Review and many other 
publications. It also created the 
Camellia Hall of Fame and other awards 
that are now administered by the ACS. 
Its members also were instrumental in 
creating and maintaining the collections 
at Huntington Gardens, Descanso 
Gardens, Filoli Gardens, and others. A 
marvelous history of this group, “Fifty 
Golden Years” by Bill Donnan appears 
in the 1991 ICS Journal available on the 
ICS website.

SCCS publishes the 2020 Camellia 
Nomenclature, which is its twenty-
ninth edition with 7,000 cultivars 
listed. It is the official nomenclature 
book for ACS cooperative camellia 
shows. It was first published in 1947 

under the leadership of William “Bill” 
Woodroof, its organizer and editor 
from 1947 through 1990. The 1947 
edition contained 911 cultivars. It is 
available through Amazon, both in 
print and e-book formats. The e-book 
is expanded to include a Picture 
Gallery with the same content as the 
Nomenclature plus over 3,000 colored 
photographs to help in camellia 
identification. It too can be purchased 
through Amazon and downloaded to 
your iPhone, Kendall or similar device.

Four ICS members achieved historic 
firsts at the ACS convention in February 
2019: Roger/Ellen Vinson and Vickie/
Al Baugh. Judge Vinson won all three 
top show awards, and the Baughs won 
all three ACS national awards. The 
Vinsons and Baughs are all members of 
the Pensacola Camellia Club, which is 
America’s oldest active camellia club.

K. Sawada, the legendary American 
camellia nurseryman, was honored 
posthumously during the ACS National 
Convention in February 2019. His 
descendants were presented with a 
book of color reproductions of some 
of Sawada’s rare camellia watercolor 
studies which he painted nearly 100 
years ago. They now are housed in the 
ACS Library, thanks to a family gift in 
the 1970s. The family has expressed 
its further appreciation by donating to 
the American Camellia Society one of 
the original U.S. 
Patents issued to Mr. Sawada.
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The next meeting of the American 
Camellia Society is scheduled for will 
be held Norfolk, Virginia on March 
13-17, 2020. The planning committee 
our US member, Peggy Troyer, whose 
team is planning a great that will 
include a tour of the Norfolk Botanical 
Gardens, which was an inaugural 
selection as an International Camellia 
Garden of Merit.

The American Camellia Society 
(ACS) in cooperation with the Palm 

Landscaping and Agriculture company 
of China has imported ten of their best 
C. azalea hybrids. They were received 
in July 2019 and will be guaranteed 
for two years in the Plant Germplasm 
Quarantine Program United States 
Department of Agriculture. These 
hybrids bloom in the summer and 
continue to bloom through fall and 
winter. This is exciting because they 
represent a Chinese breakthrough in 
camellia hybridizing that in the future 
will be enjoyed in America.
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Mayda died after suffering a 
stroke on January 2nd 2019, in 
Salisbury, England with her family 
around her, having celebrated her 
90th birthday in a few months 
earlier in Jersey, Channel Islands, 
her home for more than sixty 
years.
She was a much-loved member of the 
International Camellia Society, known 
throughout the world for her charm 
and dignity, organisational skills and her 
quiet persistence when needed.
She represented the Channel Islands as a 
Director for many years and was a strong 
support for Vi Lort-Phillips during her 
years as ICS President. Mayda became a 
Vice President for the European Region 
and finally President of the ICS herself in 
1995, a year when the Region hosted a 
very well attended International Camellia 
Society Congress in Jersey. This was also 
the year when the ICS first embraced 
the internet and Mayda was immediately 
a keen supporter, embracing this new 
technology with enthusiasm, using it 
to communicate with ICS 
members around the world. 
Her home, Westward,  
looked out to sea over 
St Brelade’s Bay, Jersey 
and was surrounded 
by a spacious garden 

that included many camellias, 
mostly planted by Mayda;  she 
was particularly pleased with 
the reaction of visitors as they 
drove up to the house when her 
huge plant of ‘Narumi-gata’ that 
covered the west wall, was in full 
flower. She hosted many visitors 

including TV crews, who all enjoyed 
her garden, its situation, ambience and 
planting. Mayda was very involved in 
the horticultural life of Jersey. She was 
an active member of the Jersey Flower 
Club and instigated camellia classes in 
the annual Royal Jersey Agricultural & 
Horticultural Society’s Spring Show. She 
also encouraged fellow owners of large 
gardens to open them to the public in 
the spring, which enhanced Jersey’s 
reputation as ‘The Island of Flowers’. 
Above all, she had many friends around 
the world and was very much a ‘family’ 
lady, close to her daughter Mary, her son 
Michael and her grand childrenKarina, 
Joanna, Elena, David and Ruby, not 
forgetting Maria and Manuel her 

Portuguese helpers who 
looked after her and her 
household and garden for 
many years. Mayda will 
be remembered by many 
with much affection and 
appreciation.

OBITUARIES

Mayda Reynolds
 

1928- 2019
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Otto Eisenhut
 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of Otto Eisenhut at the age of 
87. Born in the northern part of Switzerland he moved, after his formation as a 
gardener, to the southern part. He bought a quite steep plot of old vineyard on 
the Gambarogno hill side above the lake, Lago Maggiore. He realized soon that 
this position with the mild lake climate and the shadow of the near mountain 
forest, together with the acid soil was perfect to grow camellias and magnolias.  
Otto Eisenhut was very successful in this activity and so Sir Peter Smithers who 
also lived in Ticino, asked him to save a sick plant in his garden. This was the 
beginning of a lifelong friendship. Sir Peter Smithers connections helped him 
to propagate camellias and magnolias from all over the world. With the mother 
plants he created a botanical garden with over 1000 different camellias and 500 
magnolias which still attracts many visitors and made him famous also in the ICS 
family.
During the ICS congress at Locarno in 2005 our members visited his beautiful 
collection.
He received many prizes as in 2001 the important Schulthess Swiss garden prize 
together with Sir Peter Smithers. In 2003 he was honoured with the golden 
Veitch memorial medal from the Royal Horticultural Society and not to forget the 
Sir Peter Smithers memorial award he received in 2009.
We will miss his common sense, good advice and guidance. We wish his son 
Reto, who took over Otto’s work, to continue with success.

Rolf Stockmann Director ICS Switzerland
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Piero Hillebrand
 

1929-2019

Piero Hillebrand 
passed away at 
the age of 92 in 
February 2019 
and the farewell 
ceremony was 
attended by the 
entire floriculture 
sector of Lake 
Maggiore.
Piero was a 
third-generation 
professional 
nurseryman, 
inheriting the 
business from his 
father and even 
before, from his 
grandfather. He lived in a beautiful villa 
near the company which in the 1970s 
specialized in the propagation and 
cultivation of camellias. The cuttings 
rooted in the Hillebrand nursery 
have been spread to all the other 
nurserymen on Lake Maggiore who 
have started growing camellias on his 
inspiration.
Being an expert of botany and rare 
plants, he studied in depth the ancient 
camellias and in particular those of the 
famous nineteenth-century nursery 
of the Rovelli brothers. Together 
with his mother he had drawn up a 
filing cabinet with all these ancient 
varieties and he went around gardens 

and nurseries to 
recognize varieties 
that had been 
believed extinct.
All this work was 
optimized with the 
publication of two 
very interesting 
books “Antique 
Camellias of Lake 
Maggiore” (2003) 
and “Antique 
Camellias, parks 
and garden of Lake 
Maggiore - vol. 2” 
(2010), with the 
assistance of his 
friend and famous 

photographer Gianbattista Bertolazzi 
who died in 2015.
These volumes will remind us of 
Piero Hillebrand forever and will be 
of inspiration for a new generation of 
Cameliofili.
 
Andrea Corneo – President of the 
Italian Camellia Society.

A few years ago from the left 
Piero Hillebrand, Guido Cattolica 
(representative from Tuscany of 
the Italian Camellia Society) and 
Gianbattista Bertolazzi (friend and 
co-author of Hillebrand for the two 
Camellia Books) 
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PHAN Kiêu-Duong
 

Mr PHAN Kiêu-Duong was born on 
February 5th, 1930, in Vietnam, a 
French colony in those days fighting 
for its independance. He passed away 
in Paris on November 18th, 2019.
He left to France in 1948 and his first 
return visit to Vietnam will only take 
place in 1982.

He was the second person coming 
from abroad, after the late Jean-
Claude Rosmann, to visit the site of 
Cúc Phuong for yellow camellias. He 
encouraged Vietnamese botanists 
to take an interest in camellias by 
becoming their sponsors for the 
International Camellia Society.

After brilliant studies in France, at 
the « Ecole des Mines », he became 
both a teacher and a researcher. He 
had a Ph.D. in mineralogy and in 
crystallography and he was a professor 
in these two subjects.

In those years, he met Marie Louise, a 
doctor, and they had two children.

He was faithful and devoted to his 
school, his pupils, his former pupils 
(his mates) and to his colleagues, and 
he was as devoted and faithful to his 
family and to his friends too.
He wrote numerous scientific 
publications and pedagogical works.

He was a hard worker with the 
inquiring and open mind of a scientist : 
educational works, tests, publications, 
and furthermore, the wish to share and 
pass on his knowledge.

He used this approach to both 
science and whisky, publishing a small 
guidebook that his EMP pupils really 
enjoyed ! (better than his lectures?)

He loved Nature, and he introduced 
his friends and his family to the joys 
of wild fruit picking and of mushroom 
collecting.

This had something to do with his 
other great passion : plants. He lived 
his second passion to the point of 
leading a second career as an expert 
in horticulture and he became a 
specialist on the subject of camellias, 
first together with his career and 
then when he was a professor of 
mineralogy.

This gave him the opportunity to 
travel all over the world and to 
discover new countries as he got 
involved into associations to which 
he brought his skills as an organizer 
and a researcher, for example to the « 
Société Mycologique de France » or to 
the « Société Nationale d’Horticulture 
de France ».
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His two careers : the professional 
one and the unpaid one were 
acknowledged by the public 
authorities when he was awarded with 
the « Palmes Académiques » -he was 
appointed a Commander in 1989- and 
when he was awarded with « le Mérite 
Agricole » -he was made Officer in 
2005-.

But his greatest satisfaction must have 
been the international cooperation he 
built between France, China, Japan 
and today’s Vietnam in order to make 
studies on botanical camellias in 

Vietnam, and he put up the money for 
this programme. The discoverers of a 
yellow camellia have decided to name 
this camellia after him : Camellia phanii 
Hakoda & Ninh. 

Together with his wife, Kiêu Phang 
joined every ICS Congress and 
they were very popular among the 
members of the great family of the 
International Camellia Society.

the members of the great family of the 
International Camellia Society.

The picture represents Mr. Phan, offering a copy of a Camellia species, which 
bears his name C. phanii to Carmen Salinero, Director ICS Spain.
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The worldwide camellia 
family lost one of its 
most knowledgeable 
and dedicated members 
with the passing of 
Neville Haydon in March 
2019. 

In 2010 Neville received 
one of the two 
inaugural President’s 
Medals for outstanding 
service to the ICS, an 
award for those who 
make extraordinary 
contributions to the 
world of camellias, and the list of 
his work is certainly impressive. He 
served as Director and membership 
representative for the New Zealand 
region and then as Treasurer for 13 
years. He was ICS Registrar from 
1990 to 2015 and completed the 
monumental tasks of preparing the 
second supplement (480 pages) and 
transferring the existing International 
Camellia Register to digital form and 
adding newly registered cultivars. He 
was also the inaugural chairman of the 
Otomo Fund, the research arm of the 
ICS, holding this position from 1998 
to 2010. In 2016 he donated £30,000 
to what is now the Otomo Haydon 
Research Fund. 

An accountant by 
profession, the decision 
was made to change 
direction in 1973, at 
age 47, to pursue the 
passion of his life, 
camellias, and he started 
a camellia nursery 
in South Auckland, 
importing many species 
and cultivars from 
overseas. He was a very 
competent propagator 
and grower, and 
Camellia Haven soon 
became well known as 

the best specialist camellia nursery in 
NZ – it was here that I first met Neville 
in 1980, when purchasing plants to 
start my garden.

Neville loved all camellias, but over 
the years he became most interested 
in breeding compact, interspecific 
hybrids that were best suited to 
smaller modern gardens, and, co-
incidentally, were often also fragrant 
and resistant to petal blight. He was 
very discerning when assessing his 
seedlings, with growth habit, leaf size, 
shape and colour, amount of bloom, 
overall  proportions and balance being 
carefully considered before a plant 
was deemed worthy of naming. Some 
of Neville’s better known varieties are 

Neville Haydon QSM
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Baby Bear, Takanini, Transpink, Peggy 
Burton, Silver Column and Dr Colin 
Crisp. He considered Takanini to be the 
best of them all. He never protected 
any of his hybrids by patent or royalty, 
saying that would discourage them 
from being grown. He just wanted 
everyone to have free access to grow 
and love camellias! Sadly, because 
he sold his nursery and ‘retired’ in 
2000, most of the varieties he named 
after that time were never really 
commercialised.

Although quite a shy and reserved 
man, Neville was very generous, 
freely giving his accountancy skills 
as treasurer to several non-profit 
charitable horticultural trusts, always 
willing to share his vast knowledge 
and expertise with others, and 
donating hundreds of plants to worthy 
causes. He was a great supporter of 
the Auckland Botanic Gardens, and 
helped set up their camellia garden to 
become recognised as an International 
Camellia Garden of Excellence. In 2015 
a pavilion in the Auckland Botanic 
Gardens Camellia Garden was named 
in his honour. 

He always encouraged research into 
camellias, and for almost 20 years 
was a trustee of the New Zealand 
Camellia Memorial Trust, one of the 
most significant funders of camellia 
research in the world. More recently, 
the Auckland Branch of the New 
Zealand Camellia Society and the 

Friends, Auckland Botanic Gardens 
have each contributed $19,000 to 
establish a fund, named in his honour, 
to encourage and support research 
and breeding of petal blight resistant 
cultivars. He was actively guiding and 
advising this until only two years ago.

Neville was a member of the NZ 
Camellia Society for 58 years as well 
as the Australian, American, Southern 
Californian and International Camellia 
Societies for 50 years. He was an 
office holder of the Auckland Branch 
of NZ Camellia Society for many years, 
and an accredited national Camellia 
judge for more than 30 years. He was 
an Honorary Life Member and former 
Patron of the NZ Camellia Society, 
and in 2006 was elected an Associate 
of Honour of the Royal New Zealand 
Institute of Horticulture. He was 
awarded the Queen’s Service Medal in 
the Queen’s Birthday Honours of 2016 
for his services to horticulture.

Many of us will have fond memories 
of sharing camellia congresses with 
Neville, and we will all miss his quiet 
wisdom so generously imparted, and 
gentle, dignified presence.

Tony Barnes, New Zealand. 
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Waldemar Max Hansen
 

A German View

Our dear friend Waldemar 
was born in Kiel, near the 
Baltic Sea, in 1934. They 
were five children and 
they were split up when 
the parents died early. It 
must have been very hard 
for him as a child and we 
can understand that the 
Camellia World became his 
family. 

As a professional in the textile industry 
he worked for some time for the well-
known German company Bleyle in 
Stuttgart. Later he was able to buy a 
house in Suessen with a garden where 
he had an attached greenhouse. This 
provided him with better facilities in 
which to keep camellias. He also grew 
a number of bonsais.

Trusting in global warming, he planted 
several japonicas into the open ground 
but lost most of them in a very cold 
winter. He lived close to the Swabian 
Mountains that are considered to have 
a harsh climate with low temperatures 
and frost in winter.  

Plants and journeys were Waldemar’s 
passion. In 1985 he became a member 
of the ICS and served this organisation 

as a director for Germany/
Austria from 2001 – 2006. 
He was elected Vice 
President for Europe from 
2007 – 2012 and again as 
a director from 2013 to 
his death in 2018. In 1998 
he became a member of 
the NZCS and in 2002 
was honoured as a Life 
Member in the Australian 
organisation, Camellias 
Australia Incorporated.

His retirement in 1998 made it possible 
for him to travel with the intention of 
finding camellias in far off places. His 
last two journeys to South America he 
undertook with Frieda Delvaux from 
Belgium. 

Before he travelled the world, he was 
eager to find places in Germany where 
camellias were grown. At the Camellia 
Congress in Miyazaki in 1999 he talked 
about the history of camellias in 
Germany. Some facts since then have 
changed. Today we know that the 
Pillnitz/Dresden camellia is identical 
to the ones in Campo Bello in Oporto 
(Portugal) and Caserta in Italy.

Of course in Germany it was not 
possible to leave them outside in 
winter. The Pillnitz camellia has been 
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there since 1780 and was planted 
outside in 1804 by the gardener 
Teschnik and a wooden house was 
built around it to protect it. This 
burnt down in 1905. After the fire 
had been extinguished the camellia 
looked like an iceberg. The main trunk 
survived and in 1992, after German 
reunification, a new movable house 
was built that rests on rails and which 
controls temperature, ventilation, 
humidity and shading. In winter it is 
pushed over the camellia. 

In the beginning of the 19th century 
the Seidel family in Dresden became 
well-known for their camellia 
propagation. In 1820 they had six 
camelia cultivars on their list: in 1840 
Jacob Seidel imported 100,000, 
but they did not breed from these. 
Only a few cultivars were bred in 
Frankfurt: amongst these were C.j. 
‘Francofurtensis’ by J. Rinz and C.j. 
‘Teutonia’ by Grüneberg.

Waldemar donated a number of 
camellias to the Wilhelma in Stuttgart. 
He was delighted to find C.j. ‘Sophia’, 
bred by Glym, in the Azores with the 
help of Joao Forjaz Sampaio. Sophia 
was the Queen of the Netherlands 
and daughter of King Wilhelm I of 
Wuerttemberg.  He was so happy to 
take ‘Sophia’ to her father’s garden.

Waldemar Max Hansen listed several 
Botanic Gardens in Germany with 
camellia plants from the Seidel 

collection, such as Berlin, Hamburg, 
Koeln/Cologne, Bremen, Leverkusen, 
Essen, Frankfurt, Stuttgart, Tuebingen, 
Isle of Mainau, Zuschendorf. Amongst 
these is a very interesting private 
camellia collection in Gleisweiler. They 
have ten cultivars that are all in plant 
tubes and have to be transported 
inside in winter. They are more than 
160 years old.

In some areas of Germany that have 
a warmer microclimate, camellias can 
be planted in the open, but it is not 
possible everywhere and Max hoped 
that breeders would grow more cold-
resistant camellias. 

Luise Wolff-Boresch
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ICS Officers 2019 - 21

President Guan Kaiyun, Kunming Institute of Botany, 132 Lanhei Road, Heilongtan,
 Kunming, Yunnan 650201, China
 Email: guanky@mail.kib.ac.cn

Treasurer Clare Million, 38 Galveston Road, London, SW15 2SA, U.K.
 Email: claremillion@gmail.com

Secretary Joan Jones CBE, 31 Eldorado Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire
 GL50 2PX, U.K.
 Email: joanwynjones@hotmail.com

Membership  Dr Li Jiyuan, Research Institute of Subtropical Forestry, 73 Daqiao Road,
Registrar Fuchun Street, Fuyang City, Zhejiang, 311400, China
 Email: jiyuan_li@126.com

Immediate Patricia Short, 41 Galveston Road, London, SW15 2RZ, U.K.
Past President Email: patricia-short@btconnect.com 

Vice- Don Bergamini, USA, 2023 Huntridge Court, Martinez, California
presidents 94553, U.S.A.
 Email: camelliadon@comcast.net
 Joe Neuschwanger, Oceania, 4 Greystanes Place, Sandy Bay, 7005 Tasmania
 Email: jneuschwanger@optusnet.com.au
 Chuji Hiruki, Japan, 2-11 Fukue-cho, Goto-shi, Nagasaki-ken, 
 853-0007, Japan
 Email: chujihiruki@aol.com
 Dr Pilar Vela Fernández, Spain, Arquitecto Gómez Román, 54, Vigo, 
 Pontevedra, 36390, Spain
 Email: pilar.vela@depo.es

Journal Editor Frieda Delvaux, K. Madoudreef, 9, 2960 Brecht (St-Job), Belgium
 Email: frieda.delvaux@telenet.be

Otomo Fund Herbert Short, 41 Galveston Road, London, SW15 2RZ, U.K.
Chairman Email: herbshort@hotmail.com

International Wang Zhonglang, Kunming Institute of Botany, 132 Lanhei Road, 
Camellia Heilongtan, Kunming, Yunnan, 650201, China
Registrar Email: wang@mail.kib.ac.cn

Web Manager Prof. Gianmario Motta, Via G. Boccaccio 4, Milano, 20123, Italy
 Email: motta05@unipv.it

Historic Dr. Stephen Utick, 3 Revely Crescent, Stirling, ACT, 2611, Australia
Camellias Email: sutick@grapevine.com.au
Conservation
Committee
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ICS Regional officers 2019 - 21

Africa 
Director   Keith Kirsten, P.O. Box 1458, Fourways, Gauteng, 2055, South Africa
  Email: keith@keithkirsten.com 
Mem Rep:  Keith Kirsten as above
  Subscriptions: R60 Double R70

Australia
Directors  Anthony Curry, 3 Ferguson Road, Springwood, NSW 2777, Australia
  Email: anthonycurry55@gmail.com 
  Darryl Baptie, 52 McKays Lane, Palmwoods, Qld, 4555, Australia, 
  Email: darryl@camelliaglen.com 
  Dr. Stephen Utick, 3 Revely Crescent, Stirling, ACT, 2611, Australia
  Email: sutick@grapevine.com.au 
Mem Rep:  Anthony Curry, 3 Ferguson Road, Springwood, NSW 2777, Australia
  Email: anthonycurry55@gmail.com 
  Subscriptions: $20 Double $25

Benelux
Directors  Wytze Hoekstra, Zandstraat 2, Rosmalen, 5242 GR, Netherlands 
  Email: red.mermaid@hetnet.nl 
  Frieda Delvaux, K. Madoudreef, 9, 2960 Brecht (St-Job), Belgium
  Email: frieda.delvaux@telenet.be 
Mem Rep:  Hugo Dirks, Lage Kaart 116, 2930 Brasschaat, Belgium
  Email: hugo.dirks@telenet.be 
  Subscriptions: €20

Channel Islands
Directors  Janine Buckley, L’Hirondelle, Mont à La Brune, St. Brelade, JE3 8FL 
  Jersey, C.I.
  Email: j.ninejersey@gmail.com 
  Peter Scott-Graham, Petit Coin, Rue des Vaux de L’Eglise, St. Martin, 
  JE3 1HT, Jersey, C.I.
  Email: psg@pjsg.co.uk 
Mem Rep:  Maxine Fergusson, Brookvale, La Rue du Pont, St. John,
  JE3 4FF Jersey, C.I.
  Email: maxine@sentsoft.com 
  Subscriptions: £10.50/13

China
Directors  Dr Li Jiyuan, Research Institute of Subtropical Forestry, 73 Daqiao Road,
  Fuchun Street, Fuyang City, Zhejiang, 311400, China 
  Email: jiyuan_li@126.com 
  Zhu Fei, Jinhua Bureau of Forestry, 801 South Shuanglong Street, Jinhua, 
  321017, China
  Email: feimaqishou@163.com 
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Mem Rep: Chen Qianjin, Seedling Station, Jinhua Bureau of Forestry, 205 Yongkang 
  Street, Jinhua, 321017, China 
  Email: jhhhmmw@126.com 
  Subscriptions: RMB150

Croatia
Director  Antonija Cvetković ,  Stube M. Krleze , Opatija, 51410, Croatia
  Email: antonija.cvetkovic@zg.t-com.hr 
Mem Rep: Vilim Simone, Varljenka, cesta 3, Opatija 51410, Croatia
  Subscriptions: Kuna 133.144

France
Director  Jacques Soignon 5, Rue des cerisiers, Nantes, 44000, France
  Email: Jacques.SOIGNON@mairie-nantes.fr
  Jean-Pierre Olry, Kermoguer Plouaret, 22420, France
  Email: jean-pierre.olry@orange.fr
Mem Rep: Yves Chapel, Leurcarpin, Milizac 29290, France
  Email: chapel.yves@wanadoo.fr
  Subscriptions: €15.50/18

Germany/Austria
Director  Anke Koschitz, Kurhessenstrasse 24, Frankfurt 60431, Germany
  Email: ak@koschitz.de
  One vacancy
Mem Rep: Karin Jacobs-Gebauer, Fuchshohl 80, Frankfurt, 60431, Germany
  Email: karin.jacobs-gebauer@gmx.net
  Subscriptions: €15.50/18 

Italy
Director  Prof, Gianmario Motta, Via G.Boccaccio 4, Milano, 20123, Italy
  Email: motta05@unipv.it 
Mem Rep: Mirella Motta as above
  Email: gloriamottamirella@gmail.com 
  Subscriptions: €15.50/18

Japan and other Asia regions
Directors  Katsuhiko Higuchi, Yasai 8-39-27, Sawara-ku Fukuoka-shi 814-0171 Japan
  Email: sinzheimboy@kzd.biglobe.ne.jp 
  Prof.Takayuki Tanaka, 4-15-29 Tatsuda Kumamoto-shi, Kumamoto-ken, 
  861-8006 Japan
  Email: ttanaka@agri.u-tokai.ac.jp  
Mem Rep: Noriko Kimata, 2-9-16, Shiba Daimon Minato-ku, Oshima Tsubaki Co. Ltd
  Tokyo, 105-0012, Japan
  Subscriptions: ¥2400/ 3300

New Zealand
Directors  Elva Harwood, 154 Commercial Street, Takaka, 7110 , New Zealand
  Email: elva.harwood@gmail.com 
  Carolyn Chitty, 16 Derbyshire Road, Karaka RD1, Papakura, 2580, 
  New Zealand
  Email: ron@haunuifarm.co.nz 
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Mem Rep: Rodger Aitchison, 381 Tane Road, Opiki,  R.D.4 Palmerston North, 4474
  New Zealand
  Email: aitch.r@xtra.co.nz 
  Subscriptions: $24.50/28
Portugal
Directors  Eduarda Paz, Av. Do Emigrante, 291, Ovar, 3880-350, Portugal
  Email: eduarda.paz.camellias.portugal@gmail.com 
  João Forjaz Sampaio, R. Porto da Caloura, 9, Agua de Pau 9560-211, Azores
  Email: joao.mpf.sampaio@gmail.com
Mem Rep: Renata Ferreira, Rua da Boavista, 229-1º, Ermesinde,4445-348, Portugal
  Email: renata.f.camellias.portugal@gmail.com
  Subscriptions: €15.50/18

Spain
Director  Carmen Salinero Corrall, Rio Tambre 19, A Caeria, Pontevedra, 36005, Spain
  Email: carmen.salinero@depo.es 
Mem Rep: Dr Pilar Vela Fernández, Estación Fitopatolóxica Areeiro, Pontevedra,
  36153, Spain
  Email: pilar.vela@depo.es
  Subscriptions: €15.50/18
Switzerland
Director  Rolf Stockmann, Via sott’Ca 1, Montagnola, 6926, Switzerland
  dr.stockmann@bluewin.ch 
Mem Rep: Claudia Respini, Mondacce 33, Minusio, 6648, Switzerland
  Email: claudia.respini@ascona-locarno.com 
  Subscriptions: CHF27/33

United Kingdom
Directors  John Fildew, 12 Church Road, Plympton, St. Maurice, Plymouth,
  PL7 3NH U.K.
  Email: johnfildew@yahoo.com.au 
  Gary Long, Trewithen Gardens, Grampound Road, Truro, 
  Cornwall, TR2 4DD, U.K.
  Email: gary@trewithengardens.co.uk 
  Beatrice Robson, Oysters, Roundwood Quay, Truro TR3 6AS
  Email: bee.robson@me.com
Mem Rep: Patricia Short, 41 Galveston Road, London SW15 2RZ  U.K
  Email: patricia-short@btconnect.com 
  Subscriptions: £18/20.50

United States
Directors  Florence Crowder, 1149 Cockerham Road, Denham Springs, LA, 
  70726, U.S.A.
  Email: florence.crowder@cox.net 
  Brad King, 1530 Marendale Lane, Arcadia, CA, 91006, U.S.A.
  Email: bdk@usc.edu 
  Ron Wolfe 2019 Old Dominion Albany, Georgia 31721 U.S.A.
  Email: wolfe_er@bellsouth.net 
Mem Rep: Forrest Latta, 4708 Old Shell Road, Mobile, AL, 36608, U.S.A.
  Email: forrest.latta@burr.com 
  Subscriptions: $17/20
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ICS Membership Report 2019
LIFE

Single
LIFE

Double
ANNUAL

Single
ANNUAL
Double TOTAL

Argentina 1 1

Australia 6 54 22 104

Belgium 38 8 54

Netherlands 31 2 35

Brazil 4 4

Channel Islands 15 6 35 13 88

China 30 1 248 17 314

Croatia 22 9 40

Denmark 1 1

Finland 1 2

France 50 23 96

Georgia

1 1

Germany 1 70 38 147

Hungary 1 1

Italy 51 15 81

Japan 2 2 77 83

New Zealand 2 30 8 48

Norway 6 2 10

Panamá 1 1 3

Portugal 86 22 130

Slovakia 1 1

South Africa 4 1 9 4 23

Spain 2 44 11 68

Sweden 1 2

Switzerland 1 19 18 56

United Kingdom 6 3 137 57 263

United States 1 89 60 210

Vietnam 2 2

TOTAL 72 13 1106 332 1868
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CHINA Mr. Muxian YOU

 

FRANCE Mr. Kieu-Duong PHAN

 

THE NETHERLANDS Mrs. Amelita DOORNIK  

 

NEW ZEALAND Mr. Neville HAYDON

 

NORWAY Olaug Marie OFTEDAHL

 

SPAIN Mr. Enrique Pérez MACIÑEIRA

 

UNITED KINGDOM Robert CONWAY

 The Lord STRATHCONA

 Derek FAULKNER

 Rob MOURANT

 F.C. WILLIAMS

 Bruce ROBERTSON

 Mary HODGES

 Peter HOWARTH

Deceased 2018-2019
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Australia
New Members
BENNETT, Minke. 140 Traralgon Road, Traralgon,VIC 3844 ,Australia .Email: kevminben@outlook.com
EDDY, Margaret & Graham. 675 Whitelaws Track, Buffalo , VIC 3958, Australia.  
Email: margeddy25@gmail.com
HAMPSON, Carol. 3 Queen Street, Berry, NSW 2535, Australia. Email: champson@ozemail.com.au
HANAFI, Robina. 1 Ryeland Court, Rose Bay, TAS 7015, Australia. Email: robinahanafi@yahoo.com.au
MCSHANE, Graeme.19 Badajos Street Ross TAS 7209 Australia. Email:graeme.mcshane@gmail.com
MT COOT-THA, BCCLS. Locked Bag 7 Fortitude Valley QLD 4006 Australia.  
Email: winnie.hu@prenax.com.au
OSBOURNE, Donna. 8 Westley Ave, Broghton, VIC 3186, Australia. Email: osbourne.de@gmail.com
Total New Members=8, Single=6, Double=1.

Belgium
New Members
ADRIAENSENS, Mevr Helena. Seraphin de Grootestraat 124, 2100, Deurne, Belgie
ARBORETUM WESPELAAR. Grote Baan 63, 3150, Haacht, Belgie
BLOCH, Dhr Henry.Magdalenalei,146 bus 1, 2930, Brasschaat, Belgie
DOGGEN, Dhr Edmond. Oude Bosuilbaan,3 bus 3,2100, Deurne, Belgie
ROGGE, Dhr Carl. Adelbert Kennisplein 5, 2100, Deurne, Belgie
VERVOORT, Mevr Daisy. Meidoornlaan 90, 2950, Kapellen, Belgie
VREYS, Dhr Mario. Maaivenstraat 14, 3980, Tessenderlo, Belgie
Total New Members=7, Annual Single=7

China
New Members
BAI, Ling. Yunnan Xinglu Camelllia Stock Corporation.,LTD.,2F Luxiu Rd., Linxiu Lakeside, Chuxiong City, 
Yunnan 675000,China.  BI, Qingsi. Shanghai Botanical Garden, 1111 Longwu Rd., Shanghai 200231, China.  
CHEN, Yongzhong. Hunan Academy of Forestry, 658 South Shaoshan Rd., Changsha, Hunan 410004, China.  
CHEN, Bolin. Hunan Academy of Forestry, 658 South Shaoshan Rd.,Changsha, Hunan 410004, China.  
CHEN, Gang. RM 406, Building 5, Jiarenxincheng Residential Community, Yuhua District, Changsha, Hunan 
41000,China.  CHENG, Weida. Shixian Gardening Engineering Co.,LTD, 81 Fuming Rd.,Lipu Town, Jindong 
District, Jinhua, Zhejiang 321000, China.  DING, Jianhai. Wenzhou Hongen Garden Landscape Engineering 
Co.,LTD, 316 Yucai Rd.,Po’ao, Li’ao Street, Ouhai District, Wenzhou, Zhejiang 325060, China.  FANG, 
Yonggeng. Yonggeng Azalea Cultivation Co., LTD.Xiadian Village, Zhuma Town, Wucheng District, Jinhua, 
Zhejiang 321021,China.  FENG, Ji. Guangdong Apoliu Eco-Agricultural Development Co,.LTD., Apoliu Village, 
Liangkou Town, Conghua District, Guangzhou, Guangdong 528300,China. FU, Shao. Wuhan Forestry & 
Fruits Institute,36 East Luoyu Rd., Guanshan, Gaopodian, Wuhan Municipality, Hubei 430075, China.  HOU, 
Wenqing. Guangdong Apoliu Eco-Agricultural Development Co,.LTD., Apoliu Village, Liangkou Town, 
Conghua District, Guangzhou, Guangdong 528300,China.  HUANG, Aiping. 78 Weiguo Rd., Chancheng 
District, Foshan City, Guangdong 528000,China.  JIANG, Nengmin. 9 Lane 85, Shenjing 3 Rd., Baoshan 
Town, Hsinchu County, Taiwan, China.  LI, Zhigang. Hunan Academy of Forestry, 658 South Shaoshan 
Rd., Changsha, Hunan 410004, China.  LI, Meiqun. Hunan Academy of Forestry, 658 South Shaoshan Rd., 
Changsha, Hunan 410004, China. TEL 13786168125 LI, Zhuihua. Group 40 Liangshan Village, Tangdukou 
Town, Shaoyang County, Hunan 422100, China.  LI, Weichang. Guixiang Camellia Garden Agriculture Co., 

Membership Changes 2019
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LTD, Nanhai District, Foshan City, Guangdong 528211,China. LIN, Lixin. Huayijian Eco-Horticulture Co., 
LTD, Baifu Villa,6 Tieqishan Rd., Xifu Town, Chengyang District, Qingdao ,Shandong 266000,China.  LIU, 
Baosen. Shandong Sencheng Flowers & Seedlings Co.LTD.195 Justice Bureau Residential Community, 
195 Yinqueshan Rd., Linyi City, Shandong 276000,China. LU, Hongli. Shanghai Botanical Garden, 1111 
Longwu Rd., Shanghai 200231, China. LUO, Xiujuan. Chuxiang Sci & Tech Bureau, Chuxiang Prefecture, 
Yunnan 675000,China.  PENG, Yinghe. Hunan Academy of Forestry, 658 South Shaoshan Rd., Changsha, 
Hunan 410004, China.  WAMG, Rui. Hunan Academy of Forestry, 658 South Shaoshan Rd., Changsha, 
Hunan 410004, China.  WANG, Ling. Jinyiyuan Supermarket, Lanyuan Xincheng II Residential Community, 
Dongping Street,Yuetang District, Xiangtan, Hunan 411100, China.  WEI, Quan. Yingde Quanheyifeng 
Agricultural Sci & Tech. Co., LTD., Dawei Village, Lixi Town, Yingde City, Guangdong 511500,China. WU, 
Hong. Shanghai Botanical Garden, 1111 Longwu Rd., Shanghai 200231, China.  XIE, KENA. Foshan Institute 
of Forestry, Xingye Rd., Shishan Town, Nanhai District, Foshan, Guangdong 528222, China.  XU, Yanming. 
Hunan Academy of Forestry, 658 South Shaoshan Rd., Changsha, Hunan 410004, China.  XU, Yuan. RM 
1004, 20 Hengshan Rd., Shanghai 200231, China.  YU, Rongjiang. Fuhua Cooperation Association, Lianming 
Village, Zhuma Town, Wucheng District, Jinhua, Zhejiang 321000, China. ZHANG, Zhen. Hunan Academy of 
Forestry, 658 South Shaoshan Rd., Changsha, Hunan 410004, China.  ZHANG, Chenglong. Longchahuahai 
Tourism Development CO.,LTD, Nongchang Village, Xunchang Town, Gongxian County, Sichuan 644501, 
China.  ZHONG, Yuzhuo. Guangzhou Miaojia Horticulture Co.,LTD, 8 Zhulong St., Nanya, Fangcun, Liwan 
District, Guangdong, China. ZHOU, Minzhong. Guangdong Apoliu Eco-Agricultural Development Co,.LTD., 
Apoliu Village, Liangkou Town, Conghua District, Guangzhou, Guangdong 528300,China. ZHU, Zhenfu. 141 
Dahu Rd.,Xiangshan District, Hsinchu City, Taiwan, China. ZHU, Jincai. 3F 1174 Xinguang Street, Jhubei City, 
Hsinchu County, Taiwan, China.  ZHU, Mingyan. Chuxiang Cigarette Factory, Hongta Group, Yuxi, Yunnan 
675000, China.
Total New Members=37, Life Single=1, Annual Single=36

Japan
New Members
CLUB COSMETICS CO., LTD. Attn: Isao,Yamakawa, 2-6-11, Nishihonmachi, Nishi-Ku, Osaka-shi, Osaka, Japan, 
550-0005.
HARUE, ABE. 94-2 Koda, Sado-Shi, Niigata-Ken, Japan, 952-2206. Email: Habe@Agr.Niigata-u.ac.jp.
HIROSHI, AZUMA. 11-17-306, Imainakamachi, Nakahara-ku, Kawasaki, Kanagawa, Japan, 211-0065.
JINGU, MAYUMI. 65-91 Jinooka Motomachi, Oshima-machi, Tokyo, JAPAN, 100-0101. 
Email: 000@000plenum.org.
KARATO, SUZANNE. 5-9-9, Kitamachi , Nerima-ku, Tokyo, JAPAN,179-0081.
OGAWA, HIDEYO. 6-2-1, Hondori, Aoiku, Shizuoka-shi, Shizuoka-ken, JAPAN, 420-0064.
TOKIYA, NITTA. 9-1-1 Toroku, Higashi-ku, Kumamoto-shi, Kumamoto-ken, JAPAN, 862-8652.  
Email: tokiya@scc.u-tokai.ac.jp.
Total New Members=7, Single=7

The Netherlands
New Members
Arboretum Belmonte, Generaal Foulkesweg 94A, 6703DS, Wageningen, The Netherlands
Bus, Dhr Frank, Van Duvenvoordelaan. 32, 2274TA, Voorburg, The Netherlands
Maters, Dhr Erik, Oudebaan 30, 6596DE, Milsbeek, The Netherlands
Speelman, Dhr Henri, Kopweg 17, 9511PL, Gieterveen, The Netherlands
Van Den Dungen, Dhr Gerard, De Zandkampen 66, 5301WJ, Zaltbommel, The Netherlands
Van Wulfften Palthe Deady,Mevr. Sheila, Amorijstraat. 1, 6815GJ, Arnhem, The Netherlands
Total New Members=6, Single=6
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New Zealand
New Members
DENTON-GILES ,M. 300 Harford Road, Omata, New Plymouth 4374
PROFFIT, L. 12 Kennedy Place. Merrilands, New Plymouth 4312
VERRY, Mr P & Mrs R. 15E Omarunui Road, R.D.3, Napier 4183
WILSON, Mrs P. 3A Ambler Avenue, Glen Eden, Auckland 0602
ADAM, Kay. 79 Bush Haven Drive, Kamo, Whangarei 0112
SHAW, Mr P & Mrs C. 282 Penny Road, R.D.6, Rotorua 3096
Total New Members=8, Single=4, Double=2
Change
Mrs J M ALLEN, Whangarei Falls Road Estate, N/94 Boundary Road, Tikipunga, Whangarei, 0112
Mrs C CHITTY, 113 Kidd Road, R.D.1, Papakura, 2580

Norway
New Member 
KNUTSEN, Kjell. Orstadbakken 85, Kleppe, 4358, NORWAY
Total New Member=1, Single=1

Panamá
New Member
RIGALL, Gladys. World Trade Center, Ciudad de Panamá, Panamá 8322338.
Total New Member=1, Single =1.

Portugal
New Members
Silva Sanches de Miranda Ana María & Sanches de Miranda e Sanchez Jorge Maria Beatriz. Rua do Brejo 3, 
2ºFrente, Alverca do Ribatejo, Portugal. anammiranda2@gmail.com & 
beatrizsanchez16@gmail.com
Pedro Santiago Faria. 263 Baring road, SE12 0BQ, London
Total New Members=3, Single=1, Double =1

Slovakia
New Member
BÚZOVÁ, Alexandra. Na kope 47, Košice, SLOVAKIA
Total New Member=1, Single=1

Spain
New Member
PÉREZ SAMPEDRO, Fernando. Sinfónica de Galicia, 8 - 7ºE, A Coruña, A Coruña, SPAIN, 15004. 
persafernando@gmail.com
Total New Member=1, Single=1
United Kingdom
New Members
ASHCOMBE, Lady Melissa. Lymington, Hampshire.
BARRATT, Michael. Shanrone Lynn  Road, West Rudham, Kings Lynn, Norfolk, PE31 8RW
COLLMAN, Mr & Mrs. Jeffrey. 21 Beechwood Avenue, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 4LJ
COOK, Richard & Jean, 9 Grovehill Drive, Falmouth, Cornwall, TR11 3HS
FAULKNER, June. 269 Blackpool Road, Carlebon, Poulton-LeFylde, Lancashire, FY6 7QT
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GREER, Christopher. 64 Third Cross Road, Twickenham, TW2 5EA
JAMIESON, Scott. North Tower, Wentworth Woodhouse, Wentworth, Rotherham, Yorkshire, S62 7TQ
JEWELL, David. Sir Harold Hillier Gardens, Jermyn’s House, Jermyn’s Lane, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 0QA
JOHNSON, Nicola. 1 Rosemoor Cottages, RHS Garden Rosemoor, Torrington, EX38 8PH
JONES, Elisabeth D.B. 33 Silver Birch Close, Woodham,  Addlestone, KT15 3QW
LAWRENCE, Robert. Truro, Cornwall.
MALLER, Peter & Yukari. 32A Pilley Lane, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL53 9ER
PHETHEAN, Jan. Porthcew Rinsey, Ashton,Helston,Cornwall,TR139TS
POCHIN, A.J. Leicester.
PRINGLE, John. Beech House, Whiteshute Lane, Winchester, S)23 9RA
REDFORD, Michael. 29 Garrick Gardens, West Molesey,KT8 1SL
SMALLWOOD, Elizabeth. Oaksworth, Long Bottom Lane, Beaconsfield,Bucks,HP9 2UL
STANGA, Paulo Eduardo. Beechtree Lodge, Hocker Lane, Nether Alderley, SK10 4SE
WESTON, Peter & Inez. 13 South View, Bromley, BR1 3DR
WHEELTON, Joan. 18 Bedworth Place, Ryde, IOW, PO33 2RF
WILLIAMS, Charles, Caerhays Castle, Caerlays,St. Austell,Cornwall,PL26 6LY
Total New Members=27, Single=15, Double=6

Changes
GUNN, Alastair.The Old Post Office,Coneythrope,York,YO60 7DD
HALL, Anthea. 15 Newlands, Langton Green, Tunbridge Wells, TN3 0DB

United States
New Members
ACKERMAN, Kitty Jean. P. O. Box 120, Ashton, MD, 20861-0120. Richardlazaro50@yahoo.com AKAGI, 
Yoshihiro. 3 Park Avenue, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10016-5902. barbjaponica@outlook.com ALLEN, 
Patrick. P.O. Box 267, New York, NY 10276. cjdickson@bellsouth.net ALLMAN, William W. 1466 Brookdale, 
Dr. San Jose, CA, 95125. pwhuey@ymail.com ANDREWS, Bertha. 1276 Susan Way, Sunnyvale, CA, 94087. 
eorgardens2@gmail.com; garveyjm3@gmail.com ANDREWS, Patrick. 950 NE 189th Lane, Citrus, FL 32113. 
samingge@gmail.com BALLEW, Nancy. 410 River Road, Salley, SC 29137-9505. ashleighberkins@gmail.
com BARTLETT, Jr. Robert A. 29 Bartlett Lane, Stamford, CT,06903. thetfordm@gmail.com BAUGH, 
Vicki. Al 31287 Blakeley Ridge Ct. Spanish Fort, AL, 36527. akagi@jlgc.org BAYLEY, Garland. 38008 S W 
Evergreen Blvd, Washougal, WA 98671. tuttaconesells@gmail.com BEACH, Miles Brenda. 262 Alexandra 
Dr. Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464. crdillemuth@att.net BERGAMINI, Don Mary. 2023 Huntridge Ct. Martinez, 
CA 94553-5335. dunkle@gts.edu BERGAMINI, Justin Melissa. 1030 Century Dr. Napa, CA, 94558. jim@
lafayettestatebank.com BERRY, Mark Merrill. 1412 Bacon Park Drive, Savannah, GA 31406. ruth.goeke@
bluebell.com BLACK, Robert. 20155 Longview Drive, Windsor, VA 23435. greenwy@comcast.net BROWN, 
Collier. 4115 SE 33rd Pl, Portland, OR 97202-3444. hardenc53@gmail.com BRYANT, Lou. 504 Francisca 
Lane, Cary, NC 27511. pfkarrh@bellsouth.net BUGGELN, Richard Betty. 1719 Verrazzano, Dr Wilmington, NC 
28405-4227. maureenkennedy2017@gmail.com BURNETT, Jr James B. 140 Burnett Gardens Rd. DeRidder, 
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Translations
Chinese Translated by Wang Zhonglang  - President’s Message 2019

2019主席致辞
王仲朗 翻译
这是弗里达•德尔沃（Frieda Delvaux）担任编辑出版的第一期《国际山茶杂志》。弗里达女士知
识渊博、热情，有能力且愿意花时间投入到山茶工作中。她是一位资深的作家和主持人，并在协
会中拥有广泛的人脉。本期的精彩出版表明了弗里达作为期刊编辑的成功和辛勤工作。非常感谢
并祝贺弗里达！同时，我衷心感谢前一任编辑比阿特丽斯•罗布森（Beatrice Robson），感谢她对
弗里达的帮助，感谢她对期刊和协会的巨大贡献。

国际山茶协会理事会于2018年在法国南特批准成立国际山茶协会山茶古树保育委员会。 2019年古
树保育大会于10月15日至20日在中国广州从化举行。会议由国际山茶协会主办，阿婆六生态农业
发展有限公司承办。会议的重点是制定保护古山茶树及栽培品种的全球议定书以及其发展战略。
会议非常成功，成果丰硕。我还要感谢阿婆六生态农业发展有限公司，特别感谢公司总裁侯文卿
先生为会议提供资金支持。我也真诚感谢那些为会议成功做出贡献的各位朋友。

我于2019年3月26日至4月6日访问了日本的福冈、久留米和五岛等地。很高兴看到我们的日本朋
友正忙着筹备在五岛举办的2020国际茶花大会。我被邀参加了2020年国际茶花大会组委会筹备会
议。我深深地被日本朋友认真的工作精神而感动。我相信2020年日本五岛国际茶花大会将是一次
非常成功和愉快的大会。
在五岛举办的2020国际茶花大会的会前考察将于2月24日开始，29日结束。参会者将有机会参观
许多著名且美丽的地方，包括一些国际茶花杰出茶花园。
 
大会将于2020年2月29日（星期六）至3月6日举办。会议注册和欢迎晚宴将于2月29日举行。开
幕式、研究报告、理事会会议和闭幕式将在大会期间举行。参会者将有机会参观许多精彩的地
方，包括博物馆、教堂、海滩等。
会后考察将于3月6日至11日举行。将参观大阪自然历史博物馆和服部城市花园，在京都市的祗园
区参观：京都工艺市场、奥村家的五色散椿（Goshiki-chiri-tsubaki）、二条城和京都府立植物
园，东京都的山茶园：大岛公园（国际杰出茶花园）、东京都大岛高中茶花园（国际杰出茶花
园）、野山茶林、椿花园（国际杰出茶花园）、山茶油产业、三溪园、横滨市的唐人街及儿童国
的山茶园。
大会组委会已经公布了2020五岛国际茶花大会的会前考察、大会期间和会后考察的详细官方行程
和计划，并可在线注册。
我们的前任主席帕特里夏•肖特（Patricia Short）女士，作为大会学术委员会的主席，承担了日本
五岛国际茶花大会论文集的征集工作。诚挚邀请所有国际茶花协会的会员提交论文，并在2020五
岛国际茶花大会上发表。
我期待着各位朋友在2-3月访问日本五岛，参观美丽的城市、风景和花园，并欣赏极其丰富和古老
的日本文化。
 
管开云 博士
国际茶花协会主席
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Web Manager’s Report 
网站管理员—报告

2019年网络访问与2018年一样，春季平均每天有300个用户，淡季有150个。在国际茶花协会官
网，网络茶花注册在内容和搜索引擎上都取得了长足的进步。
茶花网络注册内容，由于得到国际山茶品种登录官王仲朗教授的支持，增加了1000多个品种。此
外，还上传了超过 4500 个插图。其中约1000张是古老图片，3500张是照片，由美国茶花协会、
澳大利亚新西兰茶花研究协会和西班牙茶花协会提供。此外，若干得益于几位国际茶花协会会员
的合作（见下文），网络版茶花注册现已成为世界上最大的（图示）山茶花数据库。
此外，搜索引擎得以大幅提升。现在，您可以通过单击” Camellia register “按钮从主页访问网络
版茶花注册（图 1）。
此外，您可以搜索山茶花的描述字段（所有字段, 仅品种/物种, 仅描述）和术语（所有术语，任何
术语）的任意组合。假设你搜索” Lavinia Maggi white “。使用”所有字段”，软件将考虑描述和品
种名称。而”品种/物种”，它将只考虑品种或物种名称。使用”仅描述”时，引擎将浏览整个描述。
在此搜索中，使用选项”所有术语”，引擎将检索描述（实际上，只有 5 个品种），其中包括（仅
有）” Lavinia “和”Maggi”和”White”（图 2）。”仅描述”和”所有术语”的组合对于您不确定是哪个品
种是很有用的。

Editor’s report
编辑报告
弗列达 •德尔沃（Frieda Delvaux）
这是我独立编辑的第一本《国际山茶杂志》，真是个挑战！ 如同任何一个新项目，需要考虑到方
方面面：收集文章和广告、翻译、校对、印刷、发行等。然而最重要的是，可以籍此了解山茶世
界正在发生哪些事情， 同时与来自世界各地的人们交流也倍感喜悦。
在接手工作之前，我首先要感谢前任编辑碧女士的指导和顺利交接，同时也感谢她的辛劳与奉献
精神，使我们在过去几年中能欣赏到有趣且有精美插图的期刊。
我们今年唯一不缺的事就是内容。 感谢所有通过发送报告、故事和图片对本期刊做出贡献的人。
在本期期刊中，您将了解到有关广东从化国际山茶古树保育大会的新闻，有关巴西山茶项目的
文章，以及在英国一处古老庄园的惊人发现。 有相当多的“地区新闻”、有关新书出版物的信息等
等。 请继续发送您的山茶文章，也欢迎新的想法或建议。
最后但也是重要的一点，我要感谢翻译团队把文本翻译成他们的语言。 热烈欢迎柄户正先生成为
日语的新翻译，这里也特别感谢松本重雄先生在过去几年来一直负责这项工作。 我们希望松本先
生在将来很长一段时间内继续阅读本刊。
最后，我要提及并感谢我们的新排字工人彼得·盖特斯的热情、新颖的想法以及对本刊的贡献。
请欣赏第51期《国际山茶杂志》。
祝大家有一个激动人心的山茶年。

Italian translated by Mirella Motta - Messaggio del Presidente per l’anno 2019

Questa è la prima uscita di Frieda Delvaux come editore del Journal dell’ICS. Frieda è ben 
informata, entusiasta abile e desiderosa di impiegare il suo tempo prendendo parte agli eventi che 
riguardano la camelia, una scrittrice competente e ha una vasta rete di contatti all’interno della 
società. La pubblicazione di questo eccellente numero indica il successo e il gran lavoro di Frieda 
come editor del Journal Grazie mille Frieda e congratulazioni!! Al tempo stesso voglio esprimere 
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i miei più sinceri ringraziamenti a Beatrice Robson, il nostro precedente editor del Journal per 
aiutare Frieda e per il grande contributo che ha dato al Journal e alla Società.
Il comitato per la conservazione della Camelia storica è stato approvato dal Board dell’ICS e dai 
direttori nel2018 a Nantes, Francia. Nel 2019 il comitato si è riunito a Conghua, Guangzhou, Cina 
dal 15 al 20 ottobre. Il raduno è stato sponsorizzato sotto il patrocinio dell’Apoliu Ecological 
Agricultural Development Company Ltd sotto gli auspici dell’ICS. La chiave dell’incontro era quella 
di sviluppare un protocollo internazionale per la conservazione degli antichi alberi di camelia, degli 
antichi cultivar, e alcune altre strategie promozionali. L’incontro ha avuto un grande successo. 
Dobbiamo ringraziare l’Apoliu Ecological Agricultural Development Company Ltd, e sopratutto 
mr Hou Wenqing, presidente della Compagnia per il supporto finanziario all’incontro.I miei sinceri 
ringraziamenti vanno anche a tutti coloro che hanno dato un contributo al successo dell’incontro.

Ho visitato Fukuoka, Kurume, Goto e tutti gli altri luoghi del Giappone tra il 26 marzo e il 6 aprile. 
Sono molto contento nel vedere che i nostri amici Giapponesi sono molto indaffarati a preparare 
il Congresso ICS del 2020 a Goto. Sono stato invitato per assistere all’incontro del comitato 
organizzativo del Congresso ICS 2020. Sono stato molto impressionato dallo spirito lavorativo dei 
nostri amici Giapponesi. Sono sicuro che il Congresso di Goto del 2020 avrà un grande successo.

Il Pre Congress Tour del 2020 inizierà il 24 di Febbraio e finirà il 29 Febbraio 2020. I partecipanti 
potranno visitare giardini bellissimi, inclusi alcuni Garden of Excellence (ICGE).
Il Congresso inizierà il 29 sabato Febbraio e terminerà il 5 Marzo 2020. La registrazione e il party 
di ben venuto si terrà il 29 febbraio. La cerimonia di apertura, le presentazione delle ricerche, 
l’incontro dei direttori ICS e la cerimonia di chiusura si terranno durante il Congresso. I partecipanti 
avranno l’opportunità di visitare molti luoghi interessanti, come musei, chiese, spiagge. Il Post 
Congress si terrà dal 6 all’11 di Marzo. Le visite saranno organizzate  dal Museo di Storia Naturale di 
Osaka  e dal giardino urbano di Hattori, girando per l’area Gion a Kyoto City, il Kyoto Craft Mart,, la 
casa Okomura per Goshiki-chiri-tsubaki, il castello Nijo, il parco botanico della Prefettura di Kyoto, 
il giardino  Metropolitano di camelie, il Parco di Oshima (ICGE), il giardino di camelie della scuola 
Metropolitana di Tokyo, le foreste di camelie, il giardino Tsubaki-Hana (ICGE). E l’industria di olio 
di camelia Tsubaki ltd, il giardino Sankien, China towon a Yokohama city e il giardino di camelie di 
Kodomo-no-Kumi.

Gli itinerari ufficiali e i programmi del Pre Congress , del Congresso e del Post Congress del 
ICS 2020 sono stati annunciati  dal comitato organizzativo del Congresso ed è possibile la 
registrazione on line.

Mrs Patricia Short, la nostra Past President, è stata molto gentile da organizzare i procedimenti per il 
convegno di Goto nella sua veste di presidente del Comitato scientifico di Goto. Tutti i membri sono 
cordialmente invitati a presentare le carte da presentare gli elaborati per il Congresso di Goto 2020.

Spero di vedervi tutti in Febbrai/Marzo a Goto, Giappone per visitare città, panorami e parchi bellissimi 
e per  godere della calda ospitalità della antica e incredibilmente ricca cultura Giapponese. 

GUAN KAIYUN
Dott. E Prof . PRESIDENTE ICS



166

Web Manager’s Report - Gianmario Motta

Gli accessi 2019 al Web Register sono simili al 2018, con una media giornaliera di 300 utenti nel 
periodo primaverile e 150 in bassa stagione. Nell’ambito del Website  ICS, il Web Camellia Register 
é stato potenziato sostanzialmente sia nei contenuti sia nel motore di ricerca. 
Riguardo ai contenuti, sono state aggiunte oltre 1.000 varietà, grazie al supporto del prof. Z Wang, 
responsabile del Camellia Register. Inoltre sono state aggiunte oltre 4.500 illustrazioni, delle quali 
1.000 circa sono tavole antiche e 3.500 sono fotografie, gentilmente concesse dalla American 
Camellia Society, Australia New Zealand Camellia Research Society ed Estación Fitopatolóxica 
Areeiro (Spagna). Inoltre, molti soci ICS hanno collaborato (si veda la tabella qui sotto) Grazie 
a questa collaborazione internazionale, il Web Camellia Register è, nel mondo, il più grande 
repertorio illustrato di camelie.
Anche il motore di ricerca è stato potenziato sostanzialmente grazie a donazioni. Ora si può 
accedere al Register direttamente dalla home page cliccando il bottone “Camellia register” button 
(vedi Figura 1). Inoltre, si può ricercare una camelia con qualunque combinazione della descrizione 
(tutti i campi, solo varietà / specie, solo descrizione) e del campo di ricerca (tutti i campi, 
qualunque campo).  Volendo ricercare “Lavinia Maggi white”, con l’opzione “Tutti i campi” il motore  
di ricerca analizzerà sia il nome varietale sia il testo della descrizione, mentre con “Varietà/specie” 
analizzerà unicamente il nome  varietale e la specie; infine, con “Solo descrizione”,  il motore di 
ricerca sfoglierà l’intera descrizione. In tale ricerca, con l’opzione “Tutti i termini”, il motore di 
ricerca selezionerà solo le descrizioni che includono sia “Lavinia” sia “Maggi” sia “White” 
(vedi Figura 2) - (di fatto solo 5 varietà). La  combinazione “tutti i campi”  e “tutti i termini” è 
quindi utile per le varietà di cui non si è certi. 

Rapporto del Direttore - Frieda Delvaux

È questo il mio primo numero del Journal ICS – una grande sfida! Come per ogni nuovo progetto, 
ci sono un sacco di cose da fare - raccogliere articoli e annunci, traduzioni, correggere bozze, 
stampare, spedire… Ma ancor più importante, scoprire i molti eventi nel mondo della camelia – ed è 
una grande gioia comunicare con persone di tutto il mondo.   

Per prima cosa, voglio ringraziare Bee Robson per il tranquillo passaggio di consegne, i suoi 
consigli   il suo lavoro, e per l’impegno con cui ha prodotto numeri interessanti e magnificamente 
illustrati, che abbiamo apprezzato in questi anni.   

Quest’anno non sono mancati i contenuti. Grazie a tutti voi che avete contribuito al Journal con 
rapporti, racconti e foto. 

In questo numero trovate un rapporto sull’’incontro, tenuto a Conghua, dello Historic Camellia 
Conservation Group, un articolo su un progetto di camelie in Brasile, e una sorprendente scoperta 
in un’antica proprietà in Gran Bretagna. Vi sono alcune “Notizie dalle Regioni”, informazioni su 
nuove pubblicazioni, a molto altro. 
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Continuate a mandare i vostri articoli sulle camelie! Nuove idee e suggerimenti sono graditissimi. 
Infine, ringrazio i traduttori che cortesemente hanno voluto convertire i testi. Un cordiale 
benvenuto a Mrs. Noriko Kimata, che gentilmente ha tradotto i testi in giapponese, e un 
ringraziamento speciale a Mr. Shigeo Matsumoto, che ha svolto questo compito per molti anni. Ci 
auguriamo che egli continui a leggere la nostra rivista ancora per molti anni. 

In ultimo, ricordo e ringrazio il nostro nuovo compositore tipografico Pieter Geerts per il suo 
entusiasmo, le sue idee innovative e il suo contributo alla rivista che avete di fronte a voi. 

Leggete con piacere quest0 51.mo numero del Journal ICS. Auguro a tutti un piacevole anno di 
camelie! 

Portueguese translated by Joana Andresen-Guedes - Mensagem do Presidente 2019

Este é o primeiro exemplar em que temos a Frieda Delvaux como redatora da Revista da ICS. 
A Frieda tem conhecimentos, é entusiasta, capaz, com vontade de participar em eventos de 
camélias, escritora e apresentadora competente e com grande número de contactos dentro da 
sociedade. A publicação deste excelente número demonstra o êxito e muitíssimo trabalho de 
Frieda como redatora da Revista. Muito obrigada e parabéns, Frieda! Também queria exprimir os 
meus mais sinceros agradecimentos à Beatrice Robson, a nossa anterior redatora, por toda a ajuda 
prestada à Frieda, e por todos os seus valiosos contributos para a Revista e para a sociedade.

O Comité da ICS para a Conservação de Camélias Históricas foi aprovado pela administração 
e directores da ICS em 2018 em Nantes, França. O encontro do Comité de 2019 teve lugar em 
Conghua, Guanzhou, China, entre 15 e 20 de outubro. O encontro foi patrocinado pela Apoliu 
Ecological Agricultural Development Company Limited, sob os auspícios da ICS. O principal 
objetivo da reunião consistia em desenvolver um protocolo global para a conservação de árvores 
e cultivares de camélia antigos, além de outras estratégias promocionais. A reunião foi um êxito e 
muito produtiva. Quero expressar a minha gratidão à Apoliu Ecologocal Agricultural Development 
Company Limited, em especial aos Sr. Hou Wenqing, presidente da empresa, pelo apoio financeiro 
ao encontro. Também agradeço vivamente aos que contribuíram para o êxito deste encontro.

De 26 de março a 6 de abril de 2019 visitei Fukuoka, Kurume, Goto e outros locais no   Japão. 
Constatei com prazer que os nossos amigos japoneses estão muito compenetrados com os 
preparativos para o Congresso de 2020 da ICS em Goto. Fui convidado para participar num 
encontro da Comissão Organizadora do Congresso da ICS em 2020.  Fiquei deveras impressionado 
com os nossos amigos japoneses pela seriedade do seu espírito de trabalho. Estou certo de que o 
Congresso da ICS de 2020 no Japão irá ser um congresso com muito êxito e muito agradável.

O Tour do Pré-Congresso do Congresso da ICS de 2020 em Goto começará a 24 e terminará 
a 29 de fevereiro. Os participantes terão a oportunidade de visitar muitos locais famosos e 
maravilhosos, incluindo alguns Jardins de Camélias de Excelência Internacionais (ICGE).
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O Congresso realizar-se-á entre 29 de fevereiro e 6 de março de 2020. O registo e Festa de 
Boas Vindas serão a 29 de fevereiro. A cerimónia de abertura, as intervenções, a reunião 
dos diretores da ICS e a cerimónia de encerramento terão lugar durante o Congresso. Os 
participantes poderão visitar muitos locais interessantes incluindo museus, igrejas, praias, etc. O 
Pós-Congresso será entre 6 e 11 de março. Haverá visitas ao Museu de História Natural de Osaka, 
e ao Jardim Urbano de Hattori, um passeio pela zona de Gion na cidade de Kioto, ao mercado 
artesanal de Kioto, à casa de Okumura para ‘Goshiki-chiri-tsubaki’, ao castelo de Nijo e ao 
Jardim Botânico da Prefeitura de Kioto, ao jardim de camélias da área metropolitana de Tóquio, 
ao Parque de Oshima (ICGE), ao jardim de camélias do liceu da área metropolitana de Tóquio 
(ICGE), a florestas de camélias selvagens, ao jardim Tsubaki-Hana (ICGE) e à Tsubaki Ltd., uma 
empresa de óleo de camélias, ao jardim de Sankeien, à China town na cidade de Yokohama e ao 
jardim de camélias de Kodomo-no-kuni.

Os itinerários oficiais e programas do Pré-Congresso, Congresso e Pós-Congresso do Congresso de 
2020 da ICS em Goto já foram anunciados pela Comissão Organizadora do Congresso e o registo 
pode ser feito online.

Mrs. Patrícia Short, a nossa Presidente Emérita, ofereceu-se muito simpaticamente para organizar 
os regulamentos para o Congresso da ICS em Goto, Japão, como Presidente do Comité Científico 
do Congresso da ICS em Goto. Todos os membros da ICS estão cordialmente convidados a 
apresentar uma intervenção a incluir durante o Congresso de 2020 da ICS em Goto. 

Aguardo com expectativa estar convosco em fevereiro/março em Goto, Japão, para visitarmos as 
cidades, paisagens e jardins maravilhosos do Japão e para disfrutarmos da calorosa hospitalidade 
da cultura japonesa, tão incrivelmente rica e antiga.

Guan Kaiyun
Dr. e Prof. Presidente da ICS

Relatório do Website - Gianmario Motta, Gestor da Web da ICS

Em 2019 as visitas ao site foram iguais às de 2018, com uma média diária de 300 utilizadores 
na primavera e 150 na época baixa. Dentro do Website da ICS, o Registo de Camélias da Web 
progrediu muito, tanto em conteúdo como em motor de busca. 
Quanto ao conteúdo do Registo da Web, adicionaram-se mais de 1.000 cultivares, graças ao 
apoio do Registador de Camélias da ICS, Prof. Z. Wang. Também se carregaram mais de 4.500 
ilustrações. Destas, cerca de 1.000 são estampas antigas e 3.5000 são fotografias, gentilmente 
cedidas pela American Camellia Society, pela Australian New Zealand Research Society e 
pela Estación Fitopatolóxica do Areeiro (Espanha). E houve ainda vários membros da ICS que 
colaboraram (ver abaixo). Graças a esta colaboração global, o Registo de Camélias da Web é a 
maior base de dados de camélias do mundo.
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Relatório da Editora - Frieda Delvaux

A minha primeira edição do Journal da ICS, que desafio! Tal como em qualquer outro projeto 
em que embarcamos, há muito que ter em conta, como por exemplo coligir artigos e anúncios, 
traduções, revisões de provas, impressão, distribuição, etc. Mas no fundo o mais importante é que 
há tanto a descobrir sobre o que se passa no mundo da camélia, e que é um prazer comunicar com 
pessoas de todo o mundo. Antes de prosseguir, quero agradecer à Bee pelo modo como facilitou 
esta transição, pela sua orientação e por todo seu trabalho e dedicação que deram origem aos 
Journals tão interessantes e maravilhosamente ilustrados de que pudemos disfrutar durante os 
últimos anos.
Uma coisa que não falta este ano é conteúdo. Obrigada a todos os que contribuíram para este 
Journal enviando os seus relatórios, histórias e. fotografias. 

Nesta edição do Journal teremos notícias sobre o Encontro Internacional de Conservação de 
Camélias Históricas em Conghua, um artigo sobre um novo projeto de camélias no Brasil e uma 
descoberta surpreendente numa antiga propriedade no Reino Unido. Há bastantes “Notícias das 
Regiões”, informação sobre novos livros publicados e muito mais.
Continuem a enviar os vossos artigos sobre camélias. Novas ideias ou sugestões também serão 
bem-vindas.  

E por fim, mas não menos importante, quero agradecer à equipa de tradutores que traduziram os 
textos para a sua língua. Damos as boas-vindas ao Sra. Noriko Kimata por se prontificar a fazer as 
traduções para japonês, e um agradecimento especial ao Sr. Shigeo Matsumoto, que se encarregou 
desta tarefa durante vários anos. Esperamos que Matsumoto-san continue a ler o nosso Journal 
por muitos anos. 
Finalmente, gostaria de referir e agradecer ao novo typesetter Pieter Geerts pelo seu entusiasmo, 
ideias refrescantes e contribuição para o Journal que têm perante vós.
Espero que gostem de ler a 51ª edição do Journal da ICS.
Desejo a todos um maravilhoso ano de camélias.

Spanish translated by Pilar Vela Fernández - Mensaje del Presidente 2019

Este es la primera publicación para Frieda Delvaux como Editora del Journal de la ICS. Frieda es una 
persona culta, entusiasta, capaz y dispuesta a pasar tiempo  participando en eventos de camelia, 
una escritora y locutora competente, y con una amplia red de contactos dentro de la sociedad. 
La publicación de este excelente número indica el éxito y duro trabajo de Frieda como Editora 
del Journal. ¡Muchas gracias y felicidades, Frieda! Por otra parte, me gustaría expresar mi sincero 
agradecimiento a Beatrice Robson, nuestra editora anterior del Journal, por su ayuda a Frieda, y por 
sus grandes contribuciones al Journal y a la sociedad.

El Comité para la Conservación de Camelias históricas de la ICS ha sido aprobado en la Reunión de 
Directores de 2018 en Nantes, Francia. La Reunión del Comité de 2019 se ha celebrado en Conghua, 
Guangzhou, China, del 15 al 20 de octubre. La reunión está financiada por Apoliu Ecological 
Agricultural Development Company Limited, y auspiciada por la ICS. El enfoque clave de esta 
reunión es desarrollar un protocolo global para la conservación de los árboles antiguos y cultivares 
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de camelia, además de otras estrategias de promoción. La reunión fue muy exitosa y fructífera. Me 
gustaría agradecer a Apoliu Ecological Agricultural Development Company Limited, especialmente 
al Sr. Hou Wenqing, Presidente de la compañía por el soporte financiero de esta reunión. Mi sincero 
agradecimiento también a todos los que han contribuido al éxito de esta reunión.

Visité Fukuoka, Kurume, Goto y otros lugares de Japón desde el 26 de marzo hasta el 16 de abril 
de 2019. Estuve muy contento de ver que nuestros amigos japoneses estaban muy ocupados 
preparando el Congreso de la ICS de 2020 en Goto. Me conmovió el espíritu de trabajo serio de 
nuestros amigos japoneses. Estoy seguro de que este Congreso será muy exitoso y agradable.

El tour del Pre-congreso será del 24 al 29 de febrero de 2020. Los participantes podrán visitar 
muchos lugares preciosos y famosos, incluyendo algunos Jardines de Excelencia Internacional de 
Camelia (JEIC).

El Congreso se celebrará entre el sábado 29 de febrero y el viernes 6 de marzo de  2020. El 
Registro de participantes y la fiesta de bienvenida serán el sábado 29 de febrero. La ceremonia de 
inauguración, presentaciones científicas, reunión de directores y ceremonia de clausura, tendrán 
lugar durante el Congreso. Los participantes tendrán la oportunidad de visitar muchos lugares 
interesantes, incluyendo museos, iglesias, playas, etc.

El Post-congreso será del 6 al 11 de marzo. Se organizarán visitas al Museo de Historia Natural de 
Osaka y al Jardín Urbano de Hattori, paseos por el área de Gion en la ciudad de Kyoto, Kyoto Craft 
Mart, la casa de Okumura para ‘Goshiki-chiri-tsubaki’, el Castillo de Nijo y el Jardín Botánico de 
la Prefectura de Kyoto, el jardín de Camellia Metropolitano de Tokio, el Parque Oshima (JEIC), el 
jardín de la Escuela Secundaria Metropolitana de Oshima (JEIC), bosques de camelias silvestres, 
el jardín Tsubaki-Hana (JEIC) y Tsubaki Ltd. (industria de aceite de camelia), el jardín Sankeien, la 
ciudad china en Yokohama y el jardín de camelia de Kodomo-no-kuni.

Los itinerarios y programas oficiales detallados del Pre-congreso, Congreso y Post-congreso de la 
ICS en 2020 han sido anunciados por el Comité Organizador del Congreso y ya está disponible el 
registro on-line.

La Sra. Patricia Short, nuestra Presidenta inmediata anterior ha sido muy amable organizando las 
actas de los trabajos para este congreso de la ICS, como Presidenta del Comité Científico. Todos 
los miembros de la ICS están cordialmente invitados a presentar un trabajo en este Congreso.

Espero verte en febrero/marzo en Goto, Japón, para visitar las hermosas ciudades, paisajes y 
jardines, y disfrutar de la cálida hospitalidad de la increíblemente rica y antigua cultura japonesa.

Guan Kaiyun
Dr. & Prof. Presidente de la ICS 



171

Web Manager – Informe

Los accesos a la web en 2019 fueron como en 2018, con un promedio diario de 300 usuarios en 
primavera, y 150 en temporada baja. Dentro de la web de la ICS, El Registro progresó mucho, tanto 
en su contenido como en el buscador. 

Con respecto al contenido del Registro Web, se agregaron más de 1000 cultivares, gracias al apoyo 
del profesor Z. Wang, Registrador de la ICS. Además, se subieron más de 4.500 ilustraciones. De 
ellas, más de 1000 son ilustraciones antiguas, y 3500 son imágenes amablemente cedidas por 
la American Camellia Society, Australia New Zealand Camellia Research Society, y la Estación 
Fitopatolóxica Areeiro de España. También han colaborado varios miembros de la ICS (ver más 
abajo). Gracias a esta colaboración global, el Registro Web de Camelia es ahora la mayor base de 
datos de camelia (ilustrada) del mundo.

Las donaciones también permitieron una mejora importante del buscador. Ahora se puede acceder 
al registro desde la página de inicio, hacienda click en el botón “Camellia Register” (figura 1).

Además, puede buscar su camelia por cualquier combinación de los campos de descripción (Todos 
los campos -All fields-, cultivar/especies solamente –Cultivar/species only-, sólo descripción - 
Description Only-) y términos (todos los términos -All terms-, cualquier término -Any Terms-). 
Supongamos que busca ‘Lavinia Maggi White’. Con “Todos los campos”, el software considerará 
la búsqueda tanto en la descripción como en el nombre del cultivar. Con “Cultivar/especies”, la 
búsqueda se realizará solo en el nombre del cultivar o especie. Con “Descripción solamente”, el 
buscador localizará los términos en la descripción completa. En esta búsqueda, con la opción 
“Todos los términos”, el buscador recuperará descripciones (realmente cinco cultivares) que 
incluyen (solamente) “Lavinia” y “Maggi” y “White” (figura 2). La combinación “Solo descripción” y 
“Todos los términos” es útil en cultivares de los que no está seguro.

Informe de la editora - Frieda Delvaux

Mi primera edición del Journal de la ICS, ¡menudo reto! Igual que en cualquier nuevo proyecto, 
hay muchas cosas a tener en cuenta como recopilar artículos y anuncios, traducciones, revisiones, 
impresión, distribución, etc. Sin embargo, lo más importante es que hay mucho por descubrir 
sobre lo que está sucediendo en el mundo de la camelia y es un placer comunicarse con personas 
de todo el mundo. 

Antes de continuar, me gustaría dar las gracias a Bee por su fácil traspaso, su guía, y por su trabajo 
y dedicación que condujeron a las interesantes y excelentemente ilustradas revistas que hemos 
podido disfrutar en los últimos años.

Una cosa que no falta este año es contenido. Gracias a todos los que han contribuido en esta 
revista enviando sus informes, historias e imágenes.
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En esta edición del Journal encontrará noticias sobre la Reunión internacional de Conservación 
de Camelias Históricas en Conghua, un artículo sobre un proyecto de camelias en Brasil y un 
descubrimiento sorprendente en una antigua finca en el Reino Unido. Hay bastantes “Noticias de 
las regiones”, información sobre nuevas publicaciones de libros y mucho más.

Sigue enviando tus artículos de camelia. También son bienvenidas nuevas ideas y sugerencias.
Por último, pero no menos importante, quisiera expresar mi gratitud al equipo de traductores 
que amablemente aceptaron los textos para traducirlos a su idioma. Una cálida bienvenida al 
Sra. Noriko Kimata, que aceptó amablemente las traducciones al japonés, y un agradecimiento 
especial al Sr. Shigeo Matsumoto, que anteriormente se ocupó de esta tarea durante varios años. 
Esperamos que Matsumoto-san continúe leyendo nuestro Journal durante mucho tiempo.

Finalmente, me gustaría mencionar y agradecer a nuestro nuevo tipógrafo, Pieter Greets, por su 
entusiasmo, ideas refrescantes y contribución al Journal que tiene frente a usted.
Disfrute leyendo esta 51ª edición del Journal de la ICS.
Les deseo a todos un emocionante año de camelia.

French translated by Pascal Vieu - Message du Président 2019

Voici le premier numéro de Frieda Delvaux en tant que rédactrice du Journal de l’ICS. Frieda est 
capable, enthousiaste, bien informée et disposée à consacrer du temps aux évènements du monde du 
camellia, c’est une écrivaine et présentatrice compétente et elle dispose d’un vaste réseau de contacts 
au sein de notre société.

La publication de cet excellent numéro témoigne du labeur engagé avec succès par Frieda comme 
rédactrice du Journal. Merci beaucoup et félicitations, Frieda ! Dans le même temps j’aimerais 
exprimer mes remerciements sincères à Beatrice Robson, notre ancienne rédactrice du Journal, pour 
l’aide qu’elle a apporté à Frieda et pour ses contributions remarquables au Journal et à notre société.

Le comité ICS pour la conservation des camellias historiques a été approuvé par le conseil 
d’administration et le bureau de l’ICS en 2018 à Nantes (France). La réunion du Comité 2019 s’est 
tenue à Conghua (Guangzhou, Chine) du 15 au 20 octobre 2019. Cette réunion est parrainée par 
la société Apoliu, sous les auspices de l’ICS. L’objectif principal de la réunion était d’élaborer 
un protocole global pour la conservation des arbres anciens du genre Camellia et des cultivars 
historiques, ainsi que des stratégies de promotion. La réunion a été fructueuse et a été un succès.

Je tiens à exprimer ma gratitude à la société de développement écologique et agricole Apoliu, en 
particulier à M. Hou Wenqing, son président, pour le soutien financier apporté à la réunion. J’adresse 
également mes sincères remerciements à ceux qui ont contribué au succès de cette rencontre.

J’ai visité Fukuoka, Kurume, Goto et d’autres lieux au Japon du 26 mars au 6 avril 2019. J’ai été très 
heureux de voir que nos amis japonais étaient très occupés à préparer le congrès ICS 2020 à Goto. 
J’y ai été invité à assister à une réunion du comité d’organisation du congrès ICS 2020. J’ai été très 
ému par nos amis japonais, pour leur sérieux et leur professionnalisme. Je suis sûr que le congrès 
2020 ICS à Goto (Japon) sera très réussi et très agréable.
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La visite pré-congrès du congrès ICS 2020 à Goto débutera le 24 et se terminera le 29 février 
2020. Les participants auront la possibilité de visiter de nombreux lieux aussi beaux que célèbres, 
notamment des Jardins d’Excellence Internationaux du Camellia (ICGE).

Le congrès aura lieu du samedi 29 février au samedi 6 mars 2020. L’enregistrement et la soirée 
de bienvenue auront lieu le 29 février. La cérémonie d’ouverture, les présentations scientifiques, la 
réunion du conseil d’administration d’ICS et la cérémonie de clôture auront lieu pendant le congrès. 
Les participants auront la possibilité de visiter de nombreux endroits intéressants, notamment des 
musées, des églises, des plages, etc. L’après-congrès aura lieu du 6 au 11 mars. Des visites seront 
organisées au musée d’histoire naturelle d’Osaka et au jardin urbain Hattori, dans le quartier de 
Gion à Kyoto, au marché artisanal de Kyoto, à la maison Okumura pour le plant de ‘Goshiki-chiri-
tsubaki’, au château Nijo et au jardin botanique préfectoral de Kyoto, au jardin de camellias du 
Tokyo Metropolitan, au parc Oshima (ICGE), au jardin de camellias du lycée métropolitain de Tokyo 
(ICGE), dans les forêts de camellias sauvages, au jardin Tsubaki-Hana (ICGE) et Tsubaki Ltd., une 
entreprise de production d’huile de camellia, au jardin Sankeien, dans la ville chinoise de Yokohama 
et au jardin de camellias de Kodomo-no-kuni.

Les itinéraires officiels détaillés et les programmes du pré-congrès, du congrès et du post-congrès 
du congrès ICS 2020 à Goto ont été publiés par le comité d’organisation du congrès et l’inscription 
est disponible en ligne.

Madame Patricia Short, notre présidente sortante a la gentillesse d’organiser la publication des 
travaux du congrès de l’ICS à Goto, en tant que présidente du comité scientifique du congrès 
d’ICS à Goto. Tous les membres de l’ICS sont cordialement invités à proposer un article ou une 
présentation lors du congrès ICS 2020 à Goto.
Je suis impatient de vous voir en février / mars à Goto, au Japon, pour visiter les belles villes, 
les paysages et les jardins et pour profiter de la chaleureuse hospitalité de la culture japonaise 
incroyablement riche et ancienne.

Guan Kaiyun
Dr. & Prof., président de l’ICS

Web Manager - Rapport

Les accès Internet 2019 étaient similaires à 2018, avec une moyenne quotidienne de 300 
utilisateurs au printemps et de 150 en basse saison. Sur le site Web d’ICS, le Web Camellia Register 
a progressé de manière considérable, à la fois en termes de contenu et de moteur de recherche.
À propos du contenu du registre Web, plus de 1 000 cultivars ont été ajoutés, grâce au soutien 
du Registrar International, le professeur Z. Wang. En outre, plus de 4 500 illustrations ont été 
téléchargées. Parmi celles-ci, environ 1 000 sont des images, parmi lesquelles figurent des images 
aimablement mises à disposition par l’American Camellia Society, la Camellia Research Society, 
l’Australie, la Nouvelle-Zélande et l’Estación Fitopatolóxica Areeiro (Espagne). En outre, plusieurs 
membres d’ICS ont collaboré (voir ci-dessous). Grâce à cette collaboration mondiale, le Camellia 
Web Register est la plus grande base de données de camellias (illustrée) au monde.
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Les donations ont également permis d’améliorer considérablement le moteur de recherche. 
Maintenant, vous pouvez accéder au bouton Camellia Register (Figure 1). Des champs (Tous 
les champs, Cultivar / Espèces uniquement, Description uniquement) et des termes (Tous les 
termes, N’importe quel terme) ont été ajoutés. Supposons que vous recherchiez “Lavinia Maggi 
White”. Avec “Tous les champs”, le logiciel va analyser à la fois la description et le nom de cultivar. 
Avec “Cultivar / espèce”, seul le nom ou l’espèce du cultivar sera analysé. Avec “Description 
uniquement”, le moteur parcourra toutes les descriptions. Avec cette recherche toujours, avec 
l’option “Tous les termes”, le moteur récupère les descriptions qui incluent (uniquement) “Lavinia”, 
“Maggi” et “blanc”, dans ce cas 5 cultivars (Figure 2). La combinaison “Description uniquement” et 
“Tous les termes” est utile pour les cultivars dont vous n’êtes pas sûr.

Rapport de l’éditeur - Frieda Delvaux

Ma première édition du journal ICS, quel défi! Comme pour tout nouveau projet, il y a beaucoup 
d’éléments à prendre en compte: collecter les articles et les publicités, les traductions, les relectures, 
l’impression, la distribution, etc. Ce qui est important, c’est qu’il y a encore beaucoup à découvrir 
dans le monde du camellia, et c’est un plaisir de communiquer avec des gens du monde entier.
Avant de poursuivre, je voudrais remercier Bee pour la passation sans heurts, ses conseils et pour 
son travail et son dévouement, qui ont produit les revues captivantes et superbement illustrées que 
nous avons tous pu apprécier au cours des dernières années.

Une chose dont nous ne manquons pas cette année, c’est du contenu. Merci à tous ceux qui ont 
contribué à ce journal en envoyant leurs rapports, récits et images.

Dans cette édition du Journal, vous trouverez des informations sur le colloque international 
pour la conservation des camellias historiques de Conghua, un article sur un projet de camellias 
au Brésil et une découverte étonnante dans un domaine ancien au Royaume-Uni. Il y a aussi 
beaucoup de «Nouvelles des régions», des informations sur les nouvelles publications de livres 
et beaucoup plus encore. Continuez à envoyer vos articles sur le camellia. Les nouvelles idées ou 
suggestions sont également les bienvenues.

Enfin, je voudrais exprimer ma gratitude à l’équipe de traducteurs qui a bien voulu accepter de 
traduire les textes dans leur langue. Nous souhaitons la bienvenue à Mme Noriko Kimata qui a 
aimablement accepté les traductions en japonais et un merci tout spécial à M. Shigeo Matsumoto, 
qui s’est occupé de cette tâche pendant plusieurs années. Nous espérons que Matsumoto-san 
continuera à lire notre Journal encore longtemps.
Enfin, je tiens signaler et à remercier notre nouveau compositeur Pieter Geerts pour son 
enthousiasme, ses idées rafraîchissantes et sa contribution au Journal que vous avez devant vous.

Bonne lecture de cette 51ème édition du journal ICS.
Je vous souhaite à tous une année passionnante en camellia
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German translated by Ines Kasimir - Bericht des Präsidenten 2019

Dies ist die erste Ausgabe für Frieda Delvaux als Herausgeberin des ICS-Journals. Frieda ist 
kenntnisreich, enthusiastisch, fähig und willens, an Kamelienveranstaltungen teilzunehmen, 
eine kompetente Autorin und Moderatorin und verfügt über ein breites Netzwerk an Kontakten 
innerhalb der Gesellschaft. Die Veröffentlichung dieser ausgezeichneten Ausgabe zeigt den Erfolg 
und die harte Arbeit von Frieda als Redakteurin des Journals. Vielen Dank und Glückwunsch 
Frieda! In der Zwischenzeit möchte ich Beatrice Robson, unserer früheren Herausgeberin des 
Journals, für ihre hilfreiche Unterstützung für Frieda, für ihre großartigen Beiträge zum Journal und 
zur Gesellschaft meinen aufrichtigen Dank aussprechen.

Das ICS-Komitee für den Erhalt historischer Kamelien wurde 2018 vom ICS-Vorstand und den 
Direktoren in Nantes, Frankreich, genehmigt. Die Ausschusssitzung 2019 fand vom 15. bis 20. 
Oktober in Conghua, Guangzhou, China, statt. Das Treffen wurde von der Apoliu Ecological 
Agricultural Development Company Limited unter der Schirmherrschaft des ICS gesponsert. Das 
Hauptaugenmerk des Treffens lag auf der Entwicklung eines globalen Protokolls zur Erhaltung der 
alten Kamelienbäume und -sorten sowie anderer Werbestrategien. Das Treffen war sehr erfolgreich 
und ergiebig. Ich möchte der Apoliu Ecological Agricultural Development Company Limited 
meinen Dank aussprechen, insbesondere Herrn Hou Wenqing, dem Präsidenten des Unternehmens, 
für die finanzielle Unterstützung des Treffens. Mein aufrichtiger Dank gilt auch denen, die zum 
Erfolg des Treffens beigetragen haben.

Ich habe Fukuoka, Kurume, Goto und andere Orte in Japan vom 26. März bis 6. April 2019 besucht. 
Ich war sehr erfreut zu sehen, dass unsere japanischen Freunde sehr beschäftigt waren, den ICS 
2020-Kongress in Goto vorzubereiten. Dort wurde ich zu einer Sitzung des Organisationskomitees 
des ICS-Kongresses 2020 eingeladen. Ich war von unseren japanischen Freunden wegen ihres 
ernsthaften Arbeitseifers beeindruckt. Ich bin sicher, dass der ICS Goto-Kongress in Japan ein sehr 
erfolgreicher und erfreulicher Kongress sein wird.
Die Vorkongreßtour des ICS Kongresses 2020 in Goto beginnt am 24. und endet am 29. Februar 
2020. Die Teilnehmer können viele berühmte und schöne Orte besichtigen, darunter auch einige 
International Camellia Gardens of Excellence (ICGE).
Der Kongress findet vom 29. Februar (Samstag) bis zum 6. März 2020 statt. Die 
Registrierung und die Begrüßungsparty finden am 29. Februar statt. Eröffnungszeremonie, 
Forschungspräsentationen, Vorstandssitzung der ICS-Direktoren und Abschlusszeremonie finden 
während des Kongresses statt. Die Teilnehmer haben die Möglichkeit, viele interessante Orte wie 
Museen, Kirchen, Strände usw. zu besuchen.
Die Nachkongresstour findet vom 6. bis 11. März statt. Besichtigungen des Naturkundemuseums 
von Osaka und des städtischen Gartens von Hattori werden organisiert. Sie werden durch das Gion-
Gebiet in Kyoto, den Kyoto Craft Mart, Okumuras Haus für ‘Goshiki-chiri-tsubaki’, das Nijo-Schloss 
und den Botanischen Präfekturgarten von Kyoto, den Kameliengarten von Kyoto geführt werden. 
Sie werden den Tokyo Metropolitan Kameliengarten, Oshima Park (ICGE), den Kameliengarten der 
Tokyo Metropolitan Oshima High School (ICGE), ursprüngliche Kamelienwälder, den Tsubaki-Hana 
Garden (ICGE) und Tsubaki Ltd. (ein Kamelienölhersteller), den Sakeien Garten, das Chinesenviertel 
in Yokohama Stadt und den Kameliengarten von Kodomo-no-kuni besuchen.
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Detaillierte offizielle Reiserouten und Programme des Vorkongresses, des Kongresses und des 
Nachkongresses des ICS Kongresses in Goto werden vom Organisationskomitee des Kongresses 
bekanntgegeben. Eine Online-Registrierung ist möglich.

Frau Patricia Short - unsere Altpräsidentin - ist so freundlich, die Verhandlungen für den ICS-
Kongress in Goto, Japan, als Vorsitzende des wissenschaftlichen Ausschusses des ICS-Goto-
Kongresses zu organisieren. Alle ICS-Mitglieder sind herzlich eingeladen, ein Fachvortrag zur 
Präsentation auf dem ICS -Kongress in Goto einzureichen.

Ich freue mich darauf, Sie im Februar / März in Goto, Japan, zu sehen, die schönen Städte, 
Landschaften und Gärten zu besuchen und die herzliche Gastfreundschaft der unglaublich reichen 
und alten japanischen Kultur zu genießen.

Prof. Dr. Guan Kaiyun
ICS President

Bericht des Web Managers - Gianmario Motta

Der Zugriff auf unsere Homepage war 2019 genauso wie im Jahr 2018, mit einem 
Tagesdurchschnitt von 300 Besuchern im Frühling und 150 Besuchern in der Nebensaison. Bei 
der ICS-Website hat das Online-Kamelien-Register sowohl bei den Inhalten als auch bei der 
Suchmaschine große Fortschritte gemacht.

In Bezug auf den Inhalt des Webregisters wurden dank der Unterstützung vom ICS Camellia 
Registrar, Prof. Z. Wang, über 1.000 Sorten hinzugefügt. Außerdem wurden über 4.500 
Illustrationen hochgeladen. Davon sind etwa 1.000 historische Abbildungen und 3.500 Bilder, 
die freundlicherweise von der American Camellia Society, der Australia New Zealand Camellia 
Research Society und der Estación Fitopatolóxica Areeiro (Spanien) zur Verfügung gestellt 
wurden. Darüber hinaus haben mehrere ICS-Mitglieder mit daran gearbeitet (siehe unten). Dank 
dieser globalen Zusammenarbeit ist das Web-Kamelienregister jetzt die größte (illustrierte) 
Kameliendatenbank der Welt.

Bericht der Redakteurin - Frieda Delvaux

Meine erste Ausgabe des ICS Journal und was für eine Herausforderung! Wie bei jedem neuen Projekt, 
- das man in Angriff nimmt - gibt es eine Menge zu berücksichtigen: Artikel und Werbung sammeln, 
Übersetzungen, Korrekturlesen, Drucken, Verteilen usw. Am wichtigsten ist jedoch, dass es so viel zu 
entdecken gibt, was in der Kamelienwelt so vor sich geht und welche Freude es ist, mit Menschen 
aus der ganzen Welt zu kommunizieren. Bevor ich weitermache, möchte ich Bee für die reibungslose 
Übergabe, ihre Anleitung und für ihre Arbeit und ihren Einsatz danken, die zu den interessanten und 
schön illustrierten Zeitschriften geführt haben, die wir alle in den letzten Jahren genießen konnten.
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In diesem Jahr haben wir keinen Mangel an Beiträgen.Vielen Dank an alle, die mit ihren Berichten, 
Geschichten und Bildern zu diesem ICS Journal beigetragen haben. In dieser Ausgabe des Journals 
finden Sie Neuigkeiten über das Conghua International Historic Camellia Conservation Meeting, 
einen Artikel über ein Kamelienprojekt in Brasilien und eine erstaunliche Entdeckung auf einem 
alten Anwesen in Großbritannien. Es gibt einige “Nachrichten aus den Regionen”, Informationen 
über neue Buchveröffentlichungen und vieles mehr. Senden Sie bitte weiterhin Ihre Kamelienartikel 
ein. Neue Ideen oder Vorschläge sind ebenfalls willkommen.

Zu guter Letzt möchte ich dem Übersetzerteam meinen Dank aussprechen, das die Texte 
freundlicherweise zur Übersetzung in ihre Sprache angenommen hat. Ein herzliches Willkommen 
an Frau Noriko Kimata, der die Übersetzungen ins Japanische dankenswerterweise übernommen 
hat, und ein besonderes Dankeschön an Herrn Shigeo Matsumoto, der sich zuvor über mehrere 
Jahre um diese Aufgabe gekümmert hat. Wir hoffen, dass Mr. Matsumoto unser Journal noch lange 
weiter genießen wird.

Abschließend möchte ich unseren neuen Schriftsetzer Pieter Geerts für seinen Enthusiasmus, seine 
erfrischenden Ideen und seinen Beitrag zu dem Journal - das Sie vor sich haben - erwähnen und 
ihm danken.

Viel Spaß beim Lesen dieser 51. Ausgabe des ICS-Journals.
Ich wünsche Ihnen allen ein aufregendes Kamelienjahr.
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This oil is perfectly made from Camellia japonica, one of the most important 
origin of world camellias, of marvellous Camellia island Izu Oshima. 

lzu Oshima. An island 120km south from Tokyo, with a land area of 90 kn1 , only 8000 
habitants, but 3 million of Camellia japonica. 
On February 2016, at Dali, this 'Camellia islands 3 gardens were recognized at the same 
time as ICGoE. The trigger was a visit from Mrs. Jennifer Trehane, an ICS director that the 3 
gardens were worthy of nomination as ICS Garden of Excellence .. 
Tsubaki Co.,ltd which produces world-first 'Extra virgin Camellia japonica oil' is based 
here in Izu Oshima. 'Extra virgin Camellia japonica oil' is made from only domestic 
Camellia japonica. No heat is used throughout every process, from compressing to bottling, 
to make the highest quality with excellent moisturizing effect, high absorbability and 
smooth touch. It saves many women from the trouble of dry skin. That is why our sales 
have amounted to 600 thousand bottles in Japan. 

This oil is perfectly made from Camellia japonica, one of the most important 
origin of world camellias, of marvellous Camellia island Izu Oshima. 

lzu Oshima. An island 120km south from Tokyo, with a land area of 90 kn1 , only 8000 
habitants, but 3 million of Camellia japonica. 
On February 2016, at Dali, this 'Camellia islands 3 gardens were recognized at the same 
time as ICGoE. The trigger was a visit from Mrs. Jennifer Trehane, an ICS director that the 3 
gardens were worthy of nomination as ICS Garden of Excellence .. 
Tsubaki Co.,ltd which produces world-first 'Extra virgin Camellia japonica oil' is based 
here in Izu Oshima. 'Extra virgin Camellia japonica oil' is made from only domestic 
Camellia japonica. No heat is used throughout every process, from compressing to bottling,
to make the highest quality with excellent moisturizing effect, high absorbability and 
smooth touch. It saves many women from the trouble of dry skin. That is why our sales 
have amounted to 600 thousand bottles in Japan. 
From May 2017 to March 2018, in Paris, our company's highest quality brand, whose name 
is 'The Japoneira', is exhibited and sold at the Japanese government's showroom 'Maison 
Wa', It is available for the first time all over the world. 
Go to Paris, and experience the amazing quality!

Maison Wa 
8 bis, rue Villeda 75001 Paris 
(Metro Pyramide station, 3 minutes walk) 

We are looking forward to welcome the members of the 
ICS Congress who will visit Izu-Oshima island during the Post-tour.

It will be our pleasure to show you around in our factory.
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Porthpean	House	is	a	beautiful	
rambling	country	house	in	an	
extraordinary	setting	with	luxurious	
gardens	and	lawns	above	the	sheltered	
south	coast	of	Cornwall.	Family	home	
of	the	Pethericks	-	now	available	for	
holidays	and	celebrations.	Book	your	
stay:	
www.thebigbeautifulbeachhouse.com	

Part	of	the	great	tradition	of	camellia	
growers	on	Cornwall’s	south	coast,		
Porthpean	House	has	over	250	
varieties	and	the	Pethericks	
have	created	several	new	cultivars.	The	
perfect	location	for	getting	together	a	
group	to	visit	Cornish	gardens	in	the	
winter/spring.	Follow	our	garden	blog	
www.thebigbeautifulbeachhouse.com/garden-
blog/	

	Tel:	01722	786004	
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3555 Chaney Trail
Altadena, CA 91001

Write for free catalogue listing over 600 Camellias and 400 Azaleas
We Enjoy Having Visitors – Stop In

Closed on Wednesday  
and Thursday all year;

Closed Sundays,  
June through December

Hours - 8.00 to 4.30

(626) 794 - 3383

uccio’s
  urseries

Nuccio’s Carousel Guilio Nuccio

Holly Bright Nuccios Pink Lace

C.japonica ‘Daikagura’ C. japonica ‘Dahlonega’

PAZO DE SANTA CRUZ DE RIVADULLA
This garden, situated near Santiago de Compostela, is, for many, the most fascinating botanical garden  
in Galicia because of the extraordinary richness of its ornamental flora as well as for its beautiful landscaping. 
The collection of Old Camellias, the largest in Galicia, contains over 300 varieties from which we propagate  
the most interesting examples: these can be bought in our nursery that specialises in ornamental plants.

Santa Cruz de Rivadulla / 15880 Vedra, A CORUÑA, SPAIN Tel.: (+34) 981 51 20 11
 Garden: www.pazoderivadulla.com
Garden Openings:  Nursery: www.ortigueiraplant.com
Monday to Saturday: from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm and from 3:00pm to 6:00pm. How to get there: 
Sundays and Public Holidays: only afternoons. N-525 Km. 323 // AP53 (Exit 15)
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