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1, Vela P.

1 Pazo de Santa Cruz de Rivadulla, Vedra, Spain. E-mail:  

Pontevedra, Spain

centuries the trade routes between Europe and the East were frequent. In these travels live camellia 

plants were brought to the West and then planted in greenhouses, especially specimens of large and dou-
th century. 

th

 , manor houses, Pazo de Santa Cruz de Rivadulla

th cen-

-

es of origin- due to their shrub appearance, their evergreen and bright leaves and espe-

cially because they bloom in winter, such as it happened centuries ago with the orange 

 
Pérez

-
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the camellia behaviour.

living plants.

 The three oldest living camellias in Europe grow in Caserta (Italy), Pillnitz (Ger-

many) and Campobello (Portugal) (Figure 1), and all of them were probably planted on 
th

there they were disseminated in Europe. The mother plant could also be the ancient 

camellia planted in Campobello, which was introduced in Porto (Portugal) where it was 

propagated, and then from here they were disseminated to other regions in Europe. Al-

 Ancient plants of Camellia in Campobello (Portugal)

and C (right), Pillnitz (Germany)
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th -

Árboles  (

-

Pontevedra provinces. These gardens are distributed along the coast forming a parallel line 

The perimeters and height of these monumental specimens are proof of their age. 

-

 

to divide the newly discovered lands outside Europe between Portugal and Spain along 

-

Álvares
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-

tuguese commercial vessel reached Guangzhou (China).

-

-

plenty of spices as a proof of the great feat.

Spanish were able to reach the Phillipine Islands, from America but they did not 

-

from there departed the route to America, called , return voyage or Route of 

trade between Spain and Portugal. However, the agreements of the Treaty of Tordesillas 
th

arrived in Spain and were welcomed by the Pope Gregory XIII. They returned to Spain, 

-

-
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Camellia was not used to designate this genus, be-

 

Camellia, 

The history of camellias in the West has been documented since the late 17th century. 

-

most drawings of plants and animals remain unpublished. Although the tea was not con-

sidered a Camellia

, which was 

th
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peninsula was not new.

               

                         

Old 

apart at the Pazo de Santa Cruz de Rivadulla

middle of the extended façade.

In the southwest corner of the new façade, another path was created and later in 
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together with other camellias designated as “old camellias”. The camellias whose name 

pond, near the mill, in the camellia nursery, etc. 

are new plants replacing those lost during the last century.

There is a large number of single 

 Specimen of the variety similar to 

of the Pazo

th century 
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The Pazo -

tury, the most ancient specimens of the garden are propagated.

Madame Ambroise Verschaffelt Alba Delecta La Sonnambula

Luis de Mello Breyner Doutor Balthazar de Mello

 Photographs of some 
th century manuscript

de Pontevedra. Pontevedra, Spain.

-

versidad de Valladolid, Valladolid, Spain.
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en el Patrimonio Cultural de Galicia. Xunta de Galicia. Spain.

-

-
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Carlos Rodríguez Dacal (*) and María Rodríguez García-Garabal

(*) Xunta de Galicia (crdacal@edu.xunta.es)

 The rise of the camellia culture in Galicia is evident by the number of events held (ex-

-

pazos. These camellias, which are from East, were 

history, nature and life. 

Camellia culture, dendrology, pazo, Galicia

-

ment of plant species, the importance that these historic gardens have had in this region 

Árboles Sobresalientes (Inventory 

 Árboles  (Monumental Tree Inventory) and the 

Árbores

-

pear due to ignorance or neglect, and so as to promote and value them. 

-

The unpublished Á  ( -

-

-

of camellias included in this study, may be due to the fact that this genus did not have 
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The Council of Culture of the Xunta de Galicia and the Plant Biology Laboratory 

Árboles  (Monu-

mental Trees in the Galician Cultural Heritage) ( I

Á  in which the camellia is quot-

Camellia 

genus. All of these camellias are growing in Galician pazos (manor houses) in the prov-

-

tainable Development of the Galician Government and the Department of Plant Pro-

-

lar Trees, regulated by Decree (G

Árbores  (Galician Singular Trees and Groups of 

Trees) (

-

sequently enlarged (G

-

lar Trees has half a dozen camellia entries.  

Camellia -

cords, all growing along the Galician western coast and in Galician pazos. 

council.

re

Bergondo mo

Ames mo si

Vedra mo si

A Estrada mo

A Estrada mo si

Soutomaior mo

Redondela re mo si

Redondela re mo si

Vigo mo si

pazo

The pazos, which are Galician manor houses located in a rural environment, date 

-



28

pazos

point.

pazos, there is a 

doctoral thesis by 

 (Ornamental woody plants growing in the pazos in western Galicia).

-

ed to these manor houses, for the role they have played  
pazos

camellias in their gardens, both isolated or forming groups, being them also part of the 
inventory of monumental specimens and groups.

 Pazo de Torre de Lama         

These are pazos

Vedra, Oca in A Estrada, Soutomaior in Soutomaior, Torres-Agrelo in Redondela and Cas-

-

Figure 1. Pazos with camellia specimens
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-

does”. Surprisingly, in spite of the number of specimens of high quality growing there, 

Torre de Lama was not recognized in the catalogues of monumental and singular trees, 

the most important pazos
built at the end of the Middle Ages. In the second half of the Age of Enlightenment it 

the camellias planted at the courtyard and placed symmetrically in the garden spaces 

-

 (7 
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forming all of them a single crown. 

the Galician pazos included in the thesis of 

catalogues of monumental (

Camellia

 

-

though  

-

-

dríguez Dacal to designate this plant as  “Pantalones”. When he passed away, 

 Pazo de Lens                                                                               Camellia “Pantalones”
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Pazo 

meadows, vineyards, nursery plants and forestry species), which are part of an incred-

ible landscape. In this botanic world, -where gardening and ornamental plants are the 

without the presence of the camellias that are seen as an important part of the garden.

trees, that comprises several specimens of similar aspect and biometry, one of them 

th century ( -

-

valuable elements, and also by an amazing botanic world, with the wealth and diversity 

pazo into the most pop-

-

Garden is located next to the façade of the palace, a space with a formal character –with 

 Pazo de Santa Cruz de Ribadulla                                        Monumental camellia
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the most important elements, such as the 

-

hind the Chapel of San Antonio, too close to a wall and to other neighboring camellias, 

-

dendrological lists.

 Pazo de Oca             

by 

crossing the public square, we reach the courtyard, an enclosed and arched gallery at 

 

/  /  / ”. (When in 

the evening / the sun fades away / Pazo de Oca seems to be a Golden vessel anchoring 

right on the coast).

that surely will be amazed by this view.

 century fountain, with a trilobed basin, decorated by the box-

abundant ornamental plants. The most important element is the camellia bicolour (Ca-
-

-

ter-spring blooming period, every season of the year is perfect to contemplate this plant, 
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value to this tree. 

 -

cia, that has belonged for decades to the Diputación de Pontevedra (Provincial Govern-

of monumental trees (

 Soutomaior Castle           

“Methuselah” of the camellias growing at the Pazo de Castrelos in Vigo, both have an 

popularity of both trees is not the same. In the case of the camellia growing in Souto-

maior Castle this tree is surrounded by a large number of trees, and is less famous than 

the tree planted at the Pazo de Castrelos. However, this tree is a suitable candidate to be 

part of the Singular Dendrological Tree Catalogue.

 Pazo de Oca                     Camellia bicolour
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Camellia sasanqua

houses in its municipality, such as the Pazo de Torrecedeira, the Pazo del Pousadouro 

Camellia 
 in Galicia. This pazo

to build agricultural and garden spaces, has in the entrance, in the Garden of the View-

point, next to the singular trellis leading to the pazo

shaped.

Pazo de Torres-Agrelo                                  Camelia Sasanqua

ão

-

all the elements of the Galician pazos

descending stairs, due to the steep slope of the land, that gathers an important camellia 

monumental and singular), belonging to two species:  Thunb. and 

-

At the Fountain Terrace, facing the main façade of the building, in both sides and 

vigorous specimens of 
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       Figure 18. Figure 19.

Hubert Owens, professor at the University of Georgia in the United States of 

America, designated this specimen with the name “Methuselah of the camellias”. Half 

along the years, when it became the most famous camellia specimen in Galicia. He was 

-

-

cia. The studies performed at the Estación Fitopatolóxica do Areeiro (molecular biology) 

Council of the City of Vigo, current owner of this pazo.

-
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diameters).

In the last visit to this pazo

 Pazo de Castrelos                                           “Methuselah” of the Camellias

On the basis of plant, geographic, biometric (dendrometry and age), cultural, and 

Camellia 
 L.,  Lindl. and  Thunb., being the most im-

portant species 

regards their dendrometry, the camellias growing at Soutomaior garden, the camellia 

“Pantalones” at the Pazo de Lens and the “Methuselah” of the camellia growing at the 

old specimen but none of them are more than two hundred years old. It is thought 

that the camellia planted at the Pazo de Santa Cruz de Ribadulla is the oldest specimen. 

“Methuselah” of the camellias planted in the Pazo de Castrelos is one of the most pop-

ular trees, together with the camellia growing at the Pazo de Ribadulla, the Camellia 
 of the Pazo de Oca and the  growing at the Pazo Torres de 

. El Pazo de Oca. 

. Camelias en el Pazo de Santa Cruz de Ribadulla. Diputación Provincial de Pon-

tevedra (Edit.)

. Las Camelias de Santa Cruz. Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra (Edit.)

Camelia
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. La Teoría formulada por Eduardo de la Rubia para fechar la Llegada de las prime-

ras Camelias a Galicia.

. Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra. 

). 

Árbores Senlleiras

). 

Árbores Senlleiras

. Lo que conviene Saber sobre la Camelia. , 

 Árbores

 -

. Camelias Monumentales de Galicia. Gustavo Varela y la Camelia “Pantalones” 

del Pazo de Lens.

. . Consellería de la Presidencia y 

. Árboles Monumentales en el Patrimonio Cultural de 

Galicia. Consellería de Cultura, Comunicación Social y Turismo. Xunta de Galicia. 

. La Camelia en Galicia. -

. . Servicio de Medio Ambiente 

. . Dirección Xeral 

do Patrimonio Histórico e Documental. Consellería de Cultura. Xunta de Galicia. 

. . Consellería de Medio 

Ambiente. Xunta de Galicia. 
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E-mail:  

th

th and 17th centuries, 

th century Portuguese camel-

 

  

th 
th and 17th centu-

                         

th century. 
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th

Porto arrived in 1808-1810, ordered by Mr. Van Zeller and other distinguished 

enthusiasts…».

                                                      

  The old camellia from Campo Bello.                   

  

camellia

-

th century. Many were found, as 

well as the original manuscript camellia list from , previoulsy called 

. The reference number in the 

manuscript list corresponds to the references in the catalogues and this avoided many 

Together with  and -

-

tury.            

 When Tom  Savige  wrote  he was not ac-

.  We 

added many camellias not included before, withdrew some that were not Portuguese 

and corrected many names of Portuguese camellias which were wrong, most of them 
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-

ozola and Robert Gimson, probably based on a list of camellias from Escuela de la Caeira, 

-

-

                                       

 

-

                    

th

«in his 

» -

to the list of camellias in  states that  is commonly 

they are sought for 

had no name or 
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 in Porto when 

   

This catalogue, using the method of abbot Berlèse, is crucial because Loureiro 

«

.». (Loureiro, 

     

             

 

                           

 Inside the Crystal Palace                 Façade of the Crystal Palace.
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Since camellias were not blooming any longer, Marques Loureiro exhibited a ge-

-

-

-

Whenever the royal family came to Porto, they always visited the establishment 

« Loureiro

a lot
da Pena in Sintra. 

-

-
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-

th century. In this period Porto 

reached a very high cultural and economic level, many people made the grand tour and 

                                                   

Camelia plates from .  camellia  

 

       

       

                         

. A page from the original 
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» -

-

and 

, not only when they are shown during Ca-

      

       

   

   

         

 camellias  
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th century was a prosperous industrial and ar-

-

of the century Portugal was ravaged by the French invasions, followed by the civil war. 

were imported, but many were also obtained in Porto and northern Portugal. Camellia 

names can tell us a lot about the interests and ideals of this period in Porto, as men-

                                       

their enduring symbolic dimension among people.

peeping from garden walls, in public squares and gardens. We have a legacy of more 
th century, and rich historical facts associated with them. 

According to Duarte de Oliveira, «José Marques -

-

ish, appreciate and preserve this natural heritage.
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-

and catalogues, Sigrid Leite de Faria and Maria Augusta Alpuim for all their help and 

wonderful company, Isaura Allen for her great camellia enthusiasm, Armando Oliveira 

-

-
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, **

E-mail: cordeiro.lmc@gmail.com

Mata do Bussaco is a cultural landscape in Central Portugal listed for its rich botanic, 
th 

Cultural tourism  Mata do Bussaco, Portuguese camellia database.

-

tourism, recommending -

level, the natural and cultural assets are valued and protected, and appropriate tourism 

( -

currently being developed in Mata do Bussaco, based on its outstanding camellia collec-

Mata do Bussaco is a cultural landscape in Central Portugal, spread over a slope 

-
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A Detail 

B  

The endemic lizard, Fern Valley with the tree fern  E Forest 

 Monumental Guided 

I TV broadcast musical event. 

th -
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The rich heritage of the area is the  for year-round tourism which explores many 

th 

th

et al

-

et al

the delicate 

-

ture, (ii) camellia morphology, (iii) the characters and character states used in the forms the 

 -
lia Database (PORTELLIA), as these enthusiasts will be invited to survey historic camellia 

et al

-

is using the same morphological characters and character states selected for the forms. 

These tools will soon be made available through the web-site of the Herbarium of Coimbra 

University (

will be entered into the .
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A B A B 

 Features chosen, i.e. features observed in the specimen (as they are 

survey of historic camellias in Portugal.

In the short term, this study can help add a new dimension to tourism in Bussa-

-

represent its history and that of the people who contributed to its development.

-

Strasbourg: Council of Europe Publishing.

-

Aplicada (Ecologia), Biodiversidade e Gestão de Ecossistemas. Universidade de Aveiro.
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-

tralia.

-

-
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Camellia X hortensis 

Camellia 

exclusively on leaves of  within the genus Camellia.  From not only the morphological 

in the Edo period, I strongly believe 

that the other parent  x 

Camellia 

x hortensis .  They are complicated species of hybrid origin between 

 and several Chinese species of the genus . x hortensis and C. 

C. x hortensis
C. C. x hortensis shows large or 

C. x hortensis and C. 

C. x hortensis
regularly serrulate leaves.  

.  

is 

but also because of the existence of small brown spots on the abaxial 

within the genus Camellia

on the leaf. 

Camellia x hortensis

C. x hortensis

Camellia as e.g. C. x 

Chinese camellia species.
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Edozu-byobu ( 

Honzo-zufu

  (and some others)
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C. changii 

i.e. 

the early 17th

a breeding parent for the perpetual camellia.  Though the rounded leaves of the Azalea camellia 

th 

.

C. chekiangoleosa 

 does not grow wild in 



55

C. pitardii

x wabiske is hybrid origin 

between C.  and  and the primary hybrid between the two species must be 

x wabiske

There are several old trees of 

but somewhat 

similar to
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other places. 

blue and yellow, were also found in the Edo period already.  In a folding screen painted in early 

17th

, 
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Most of the species in the genus Camellia 

the crossing between tetraploid and diploid parents.  One of the reason why I did not consider 

the possibility of C. × hortensis 

species into C. x hortensis.  

to introduce species of the genus Camellia

for having made a fortune by overseas trading in southern China and Vietnam, both countries 

being the center of the genus Camellia

Camellia species from China 

 x hortensis.
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camellias planted there.  There it seems that the region experienced three booms of camellias, 

Fortune (

favorable light when contrasted with the same classes amongst ourselves (English).

th century, England was the strongest world power and also was considered 

camellia trees in Pontevedra.  



59

camellia, Camellia

Camellia x hortensis 

 L.  C. x hortensis and C. 

C. x hortensis C.  blooms trumpet 

C. x hortensis 

C. x hortensis and C. 

C. x hortensis

complicated species of hybrid origin between  and several Chinese species of 

the genus Camellia

 C. x hortensis

hybrid origin, such as C. x wabiske (between and ), C. x williamsii (between 

C. x hortensis and C.  ), C. x (between and ) .   

the species.  

 

Camellia

Camellia.  Amer. Camellia 

Camellia.  IV. Giemsa C-banded 

Camellia 
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   and  

, 

Camellia ( Theaceae ). I. A chemotaxonomic 

and 

Murray, London.  

Camellia

Camellia x 

Camellia 

 

 

.

.

C. x wabiske  

.
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1

1

 

The ancient camellia tree in Mt. Daluoshan Wenzhou was being exhausted recent 

concrete for a number of years. A program to save it was launched by local forest department. 

Chinese medicine (TCM) theory in his town district. He began to recover this camellia 

 

. The ancient camellia tree, with 

. The ancient camellia tree is 

protected with the steel net camellia
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It is important to prune some big shoots from upper canopy of the camellia and 

during winter season and carefully grow them in nurseries. We will use them as approach 

  

Repairing the damaged trunk 
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pipes at upper canopy, and we will cut the upper parts 

 well developed root system of 
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and carry enough water for the tree every day. I also sheltered the camellia tree with 

long at end of this year. 

dry and hot summer and autumn season of this year. We 

further analyze some important physiological indexes 

of this tree, compared with young plants propagated by 

that there are almost same for these important diagnose 

indexes between the ancient camellia and one of young 

camellia tree at ten years old.  

 Mr. Wang is watering in early mornings 

during the very hot summer
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There is a long road to well repair the 

camellia tree.

 

 A video camera in the steel frame 

Protein content(mg/g FW

Chlorophyll a(mg/L FW)

Chlorophyll b(mg/L FW) 

Chlorophyll content(mg/L FW)

. Comparison of healthy indexes between the ancient and young camellia tree
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Camellia 

Tong Xina b c, Xiuxiang Menga, Chunlin Longa,d *

a 

b 

c 

d 

ancestors was to breed 

of the ancient camellia trees were preserved or saved in the courtyards of old buildings and 

Camellia 

belongs to the tea family (Theaceae) and the genus Camellia, 

genus Camellia
Camellia

 refers to the ornamental trees of Camellia
) is one of them, called . It is a tree 

Mountain in Chuxiong Prefecture. Furthermore, camellias have been grown in Dali and 
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Camellia culture in 

 

 
   

of Ming in gold temple 
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are curious that why

 for the following 

reasons.

was appearing 

and 

diversity of 

Camellia 

1. Geographical environment

country. It provides 

and dispersal. 
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Table 1. 

G1: Ancient and 

famous trees
Total

Group

Chuxiong

Dali 1

1

Tengchong 11

Total

    

crop exchanges between cultures. The ornamental plants such as  

 unique 

naturally became the best tree for Buddha. Many ancient trees are mostly maintained in 

in Tuzhu Temple.

.
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name
Religion Behavior

Chuxiong
religion

Animism: 

nature 

worship and 

ancestor 

worship

Holy 

mountain, 

holy tree, 

holy forest

ancient 

legends

Dali Bai

Worship 

of patron 

god

Holy 

mountain, 

holy tree, 

holy forest

Holy 

mountain, 

holy tree, 

holy forest
Patron god 

monastery, Ornamental

Dongba 

religion

Animism, 

Equality of 

man and 

nature

Sacred 

site: nature 

worship of 

holy forest mode: 

forbidden 

sacred site. 

Holy forest

Do not use local 

herbal treatments 

residents 

(to promote 

exchange of plant 

Holy 

mountain

Religious 

plant

Tengchong
mixed 

residence

The process 

were recorded in a great number of historical documents. The ancient Camellia trees 

protected in the yards of old temples and other historical sites indicated such believes.

    With the development of socio-economy and culture,  culture has been 

.
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Camellia experts and indigenous people 

, ,  , 1

Ford RI, 

, ,  , 3

, , , , ( ), 

, 2
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 and 17

1 , Salinero M.C.

1

 

Pontevedra, Spain. E-mail: carmen.salinero@depo.es 

th th 

of lacquer ware and began to acquire them, especially those made with the lacquer , 

obtained from the sap of 

oriental techniques began to be sued in Spain and Portugal. Imported centuries ago, there are 

drawings could be seen on paper. 

 urushi, nanban chests, nanban art, camellias in Europe 

Peter Collinson, cloth merchant and collector of rare plants, wrote to Sir Hans Sloane, a 

physician in London and president of the Royal Society, that, on a visit to the garden of 

plants from China, with glossy evergreen leaves.

R
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16

th and 17th

Because of the unexpected discovery of America, the Spaniards arrived in the East 

Some of the  furniture imported centuries ago, many of them made  

with oriental techniques but with  remain.  of 

Oriental 
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The term nanban nanban-jin, meaning 

sixteenth century realized the beauty and quality of lacquer ware and began to acquire 

them, especially those made with , an ancient art of lacquer in the Far East 

of the tree . The sap is white but, when exposed to air, turns 

bases, solvents and scratches.

of  resin on a wooden stand, leaving each layer consolidate in a humid chamber. 

When dry, the lacquer layer was polished with charcoal, thus obtaining a very bright 

and other colors, applying powder gold, silver or pigments on the wet surface. This 

maki-e.

 and the maki-e 

then produced religious pieces, as lecterns, portable shrines, Sacrament boxes and 

reliquaries, and other pieces for civilian use, such as folding screens, fans, cabinets, 

 

undoubted oriental character, including camellias, with cherry blossoms, wisteria, maple, 

 

together with  is called . 
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and members of the House of Austria in the Spanish monarchy in the sixteenth and 

Many nanban 

 

 in Lisbon 

 
monasteries and private homes. 

the nanban 
Spain, several nanban 

of Madrid (Convento de las Descalzas Reales, Monasterio de la Encarnación), in the 

de Medina del Campo in the province of Valladolid, in the Monasterio de Santa Maria de 

belonged to the nobility and royalty, who donated them to the convents in the second 

, with few petals, made by inlaid mother of pearl. 

A nanban 
the Museo de Arte Sacro of the church of Vilanova de Lourenzá (province of Lugo, in the 

 both outside and inside. 
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anban chest at the Museo de Arte Sacro of the church of Vilanova de Lourenzá (province of 
th century.

In the Monasterio de Guadalupe (in Cáceres), there are four nanban chests made 

 

 chest with metal 

th – early 17th

and presents silver corners, which were probably arranged in Mexico, which is rich in 

early 17th century.
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providing photographs of the nanban chests.

 

namban 

namban

 


