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The	Camellias	Library	
The	Italian	Camellia	Society	-	the	development	of	the	project	

	

The	association	was	founded	in	1965	on	the	initiative	of	
engineer	Antonio	Sevesi	who	began	to	discover	camellias	
at	Villa	Anelli	in	Oggebbio	on	Lake	Maggiore,	thanks	to	his	
friendship	with	the	owner	Alessandra	Anelli.	

The	birth	of	the	association	involved	a	group	of	
enthusiasts	and	nurserymen	with	the	common	intention	
of	rediscovering	the	botanical	heritage	that	had	been	very	
rich	throughout	the	19th	Century	and	that	had	been	
forgotten	at	the	beginning	of	the	20th	Century	and	during	
the	period	of	the	two	World	Wars.	

Camellia	exhibitions	began	in	1965		and	a	large	archive	full	of	texts	and	other	important	
documentation	has	been		created	at	the	headquarters	of	the	association,	including	the	"Notiziario"	
magazine,	originally	published		quarterly	but	today	issued	annually,	which	gathers	all	the	
information	regarding	the	camellia.	

In	those	years,	many	ancient	cultivars	
were	rediscovered	and	many	others	
were	imported	from	abroad.		This	was	
also	the	period	when	some	private	
collections	were	started,	including	Villa	
Anelli	and	the	nurseries	of	Piffaretti	and	
Hillebrand.	

Today,	knowledge	of	the	camellia	is	
again	in	vogue	and	there	are	numerous	
collections.	But	the	risk	is	that	they	
depend	on	the	longevity	of	the	
collectors	themselves	and	their	ability	
to	pass	on	to	their	descendants	the	care	
of	these	plants.	

Figurae	1:	Ing.	Antonio	Sevesi	-	founder	of	
the	Italian	Camellia	Society	in	1965	

Figure	2:	The	first	flowering	exhibitions	was	held	in	Cannero	
Riviera	in	1965	on	Lake	Maggiore	
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This	project	sponsored	by	the	Italian	Camellia	Society	aims	to	establish	a	public	collection	that	will	
be	independent	of	the	collectors	and	will	get	the	younger	generations	(who	are	often	not	so	
interested	in	plants	and	botany)	more	and	more	involved.	

	

The	City	of	Verbania	-	City	of	Camellias	and	the	Flower	District	

Verbania	is	the	provincial	capital	of	the	
Piedmontese	shore	of	Lake	Maggiore,	
where	tourism	plays	a	very	important	role.	
This	includes	a	special	interest	kind	of	
tourism	linked	to	gardens,		following	a		
tradition	introduced	by	the	Borromeo	
family	in	the	1700s	with	the	establishment	
of	the	prestigious	gardens	of		Isola	Bella	
and	Isola	Madre	in	the	gulf	between	Stresa	
and	Verbania.		

Thanks	to	this	tradition	of	the	romantic	
style	of	garden	and	thanks	also	to		the	
presence	of	the	lake	and	the	overlooking	
mountains,	the	area	witnessed	the	birth	of	
the	professional	figure		of	the	gardener,	
dedicated	to	the	creation	and	
maintenance	of	gardens.	The	gardeners	
themselves	then	also	specialized		in		
nursery,	practice,		working		in	winter	
and	on	rainy	days	in	the	greenhouses	to	

propagate	the	typical	plants	of	the	gardens.	

	

These	typical	plants	of	Lake	Maggiore	are	
camellias,	azaleas,	rhododendrons	and	other	
acid-loving	plants.	From	the	1970s	onwards,	,	
after	a	first	artisan	phase,		floriculture		
became		industrial	and	the	area	has	become	a	
reference	point	for	these	plants	at	the	
European	level	with	an	important	export	

activity.	The		organization	called	“Consorzio	
Fiori	Tipici	del	Lago	Maggiore”	(A	Consortium	
grouping	local	producers	of	the	typical	plants	

Figure	3:	A	view	of	the	town	of	Verbania	and	in	the	foreground	
the	Borromeo	Islands	on	the	blue	of	the	Maggiore	Lake	

Figure	4:	Fields	cultivated	in	the	open	with	azaleas	-	Verbania	
region	is	a	district	of	nurseries	specializing	in	azaleas	and	
camellias	
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of	Lake	Maggiore)		works	together	with	the	municipality	of		Verbania		with	the	shared	aim	of	
promoting	the	floriculture	sector	along		with		tourism		and	garden	visits.	

Villa	Maioni	is	the	specific	site	chosen	for		the	establishment	of		the	hub	for		camellias	which	will	
include		a	collection	of	plants,	a	camellia	museum	and	a		library:	For	the	city	of	Verbania,	Villa	
Maioni	is		already	the	municipal	library.	

In	Stresa,	near	Verbania,	the	first	Camellia	Conference	organized	by	ICS	was	held	in	1972	and	in	
2005	the	Locarno	Congress	visited	the	Verbania	area.			In	2022	the	conference	organized	by	the	
International	Camellia	Society	will	take	place	in		Verbania.	The	congress	venue	will	be			the	new	
"Maggiore"	Theater,	which	is	just	a	few	meters	from	Villa	Maioni.	

	

Project	Concept	-	Villa	Maioni	Headquarters	

The	project	started	with	various	
concepts	including	the	restoration	
of	the	park	of	Villa	Maioni	to	turn	
it	into	a	botanical	park	that	would	
fit	into		the	circuits	of	garden	visits.	
The	park	of	Villa	Maioni	was	
created		in	1925	by	the	
industrialist	Pietro	Maioni	with	a	
project	by	the	architect	Giuseppe	
Baroggi,	where	the	park	was	to	
have	a		structure	rich	in	tall	trees.	
The	villa	and	its	garden	of	30,000	
square	meters	then	passed,	in	
1976,	to	the	public	sector	and,	
after	a	first	phase	of	restoration,	
the	building	became	the	seat	of	
the	library	whilst		the	grounds	
became	a	public	park.			As	a	public	
park,	the	green	area	has	never	been	particularly	enriched	by	trees	and	shrubs,	except	for	the	
initiative	of	the	University	of	Turin	back	in	2007	to	set	up	a	rich	collection	of	Camellia	sasanqua:	
these	plants	were	studied	and	published	in	a	book	in	2008.		

Unfortunately,	in	2012,	the	garden	was	badly	damaged	by	a	typhoon.		Numerous	trees	were	
uprooted	and	damage	was	also	done	to	some	of	the		Camellia	sasanqua.		At	present,	the	garden	
appears	empty	and	unadorned,	being	in	fact	composed	mostly	of	grassland	areas.	Therefore	a	
restoration	phase	is	necessary	to	enhance	its	position	and	use	both	by	the	local	public	and	by	
tourists.	

Figure	5:	The	3-hectare	Villa	Maioni	park	was	born	in	1025	and	now	is	
mostly	made	up	of	lawn	due	to	the	typhoon	in	2012	which	has	knocked	
down	many	trees	
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The	position	of	Villa	Maioni	is,	in	fact,		
central	to	Verbania,		being	halfway	
between	the		twin	cities	of	Intra	and	
Pallanza.	Today	it	is	even	more	central	
as	a	location	thanks	to	the	construction	
of	the	new	theater,	the	redevelopment	
of	the	entire	area	with	an	equipped	
beach	and	a	convenient	car	park.		The	
position	and	layout	increases	the	
visibility	of	the	park	which	can	be	seen	
from	the	main	road	above,	from	the	
library	and	from	the	new	theater.	The	
bird's	eye	view	from	the	top	is	very	
important	from	a	landscape	point	of	
view	to	appreciate	the	blooms	and	the	
composition	of	colors	and	chromatic	

variation.	

Free	 access	 	 by	 the	public	with	no	need	 for	 an	 entrance	 ticket	 and	without	 any	 time	 limitation	
makes	the	park	ideal	for	the	spreading	of	interest	in,	and	the		culture	of,	the	camellia,	in	the	hope	
that		that	this	may	bring	new	generations	closer	to	the	world	of	camellias	in	general.	

The	 garden	 with	 a	 collection	 of	 camellias	 will	 be	
dedicated	to	the	memory	of	Piero	Hillebrand,	who	died	
in	 2019	 and	 who	 was	 one	 of	 the	 leading	 experts	 on	
Italian	 camellias	 and	 one	 of	 the	 nurserymen	 who	
contributed	 to	 the	 development	 of	 the	 horticultural	
sector.	 The	 park	will,	 in	 fact,	 serve	 as	 a	 showcase	 for	
the	nursery	sector	and	will	see	the	presence	of	all	the	
varieties	that	are	grown	and	sold	in	local	nurseries.	

	

Study	and	research	hub	center	

Villa	Maioni	will	be	the	real	hub	of	the	camellia	with	
the	conservation	of	the	germplasm	of	mother	plants	
planted	in	the	park	and	the	concentration	of	all	
research	on	the	camellia	.	The	camellia	library	will	make	
available	texts	and	documentation	for	students	or,	
indeed,		to	all	those		who	wish		to	deepen	their	
knowledge	of	the		topic	of		camellias.	

Figure	6:	Villa	Maioni	now	is	the	public	library	of	the	town	and	the	
position	is	very	central	at	a	few	meters	from	the	lake	and	from	the	
new	"Maggiore"	theater.	

Figure	7:	Many	scientific	research	projects	are	
in	progress,	among	which	the	study	on	flower	
blight	is	certainly	among	the	most	important	
today.	
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Today,	numerous	research	branches	are	
in	progress,	among	which	the	most	
important	are	those	dedicated	to	
morphogenetics	and	nomenclature	
(Turin	University	of	Agriculture)	and	to	
"Flower	Blight"	(University	of	Milan).	
Both	these	lines	of	research	have	given	
rise	to	scientific	texts	and	reports	at	
international	conferences.	

The	study	center	is	necessary	so	that	
these	topics	are	not	dispersed	but	will	
benefit	from		one		single	national	
reference	point.		Another	fundamental	
role	is	training	through	guided	visits	and	
teaching	to	schools,	which	pursues	one	
of	the	main	purposes	of	encouraging	the	

younger	generations	to	study	and	appreciate	the	camellia.	

The	single	center	will	also	serve	as	a	national	center	for	the	camellia	exhibition	where	all	regions	
may	contribute	with	their	exhibitors.	The	park	will	be	a	site	for	educational	visits	and	activities	
conducted	and	guided	by	experts	of	the	Italian	Camellia	
Society.	

The	Study	Center	will	also	serve	as	a	reference	point	for	two	
topics	of	increasing	importance:	the	production	of	tea	
(Camellia	sinensis)	and	the	extraction	of	cosmetic	and	edible	
oil	(Camellia	japonica).	

	

The	permanent	museum	

The	permanent	museum	will	house	all	the	objects	that	have	
been		collected	over	more	than	50	years	of	history	and	it	will	
be	open	to	the	public		not	only	during	the	camellia	flowering	
periods,	but	throughout	the	year.		The	use	of	multimedia	
presentations	will	show	the	blooms	even	when	out-of-
season	and	will		better	present	the	plants	that	will	be	visible	
in	the	outdoor	garden.	This	is	very	important	because	the	
busiest	season	for	tourists	on	the	lake	goes	from	May	to	
September	and	the	museum	will	be	fully	accessible	
throughout	that	entire	period.	

Figure	8:	The	research	hub	is	very	usefull	for	the	developing	of	
the	production	of	tea	and	camellia	oil	

Figure	9:	Many	old	books	and	prints	
have	been	collected	by	Camellia	Society	
and	they	can	be	displayed	in	the	
museum	
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The	location	of	the	museum	is	within	a	very	rich	itinerary	of	museums	on	Lake	Maggiore,	as	it	
groups	together	art	museums	and	other	thematic	museums	including	the	umbrellas	of	Gignese,	
the	hats	in	Ghiffa,	and	the	'Granum'	Museum	in	Baveno	which	documents	the	history	of	stone	
quarrying,	including	the	local	pink	and	white	granites.	

The	museum	project	is	accompanied	by	two	other	similar	
projects:	one	in	Kunming	in	China	and	the	other	in	Santiago	de	
Compostela	in	Spain.	This	simultaneity	is	very	interesting	
because	it	will	be	possible	to	create	synergies,	an	exchange	of	
materials	and	also	common	projects	for	the	development	of	new	
museum	technologies.	

Together	with	the	Study	Center,	the	museum	will	serve	as	a	
place	for	scientific	meetings,	round	tables	and	specialized	
conferences.	

The	museum	will	bring	together	what	is	traditionally	widespread	
among	flower	lovers:	publications,	paintings	and	prints,	
photographs,	awards	for	various	competitions,	gadgets		and	an	
educational		path,	with	the	aim	of	applying		new	audiovisual	
technologies,	that	covers	the	whole	history	of	the	camellia	and	
the	techniques	of	cultivation.	

	

	

The	structure	of	the	camellia	collection	

This		collection	of	camellias,	differently	from	other	private	collections,	will	have		the	great	
advantage	of	it	all	coming	to	life		at	the	same	time	and,	as	it	is	being	planned	from	scratch,		this	
means	that	it	will	be	able	to		benefit	from		its	own	particular	structure.	

Figura	10:	There	is	also	room	in	the	
museum	for	the	numerous	objects	
and	prizes	collected	in	almost	60	
years	of	history	
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Figure	11:	The	master	plan	of	the	concept	of	the	project	of	the	"Camellia	Library"	

In	fact,	what	is	extremely	innovative	in	this	collection	is	its	inspiration	and	didactic	function	with	
the	creation	of	an	educational	path	to	accompany	the	visitor	on	a	journey	of	discovery	into	the	
whole	world	of	camellias.	

The	educational	path	will	be	created	with	the	division	of	the	camellias	into	thematic	groups	with	
common	characteristics.	The	collection	will	be	specifically	contained	in	flowerbeds	where	the	
camellias	have	common	characteristics	and	where	the	areas	of	the	flower	beds	will	have	common	
themes.	

In	short,	as	shown	in	the	plan,	the	thematic	areas	will	be	named	with	a	letter,	while	the	flower	
beds	with	common	features	will	be	identified	by	a	progressive	number.	For	each	flowerbed,	a	
number	of	plants	has	been	indicated.		This	number	will	depend	on	the	market	availability	of	that	
specific	group	and	may	be	increased	in	the	future	development	of	the	collection.	
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The	composition	of	the	educational	path	and	flower	beds	

The	thematic	areas	occupy	different	parts	of	the	park	and	group	together	in	flower	beds,	plants	
with		similar	features.	

A	first	area	is	intended	to	collect	all	the	ancient	cultivars	both	of	Eastern	and	Western	origin.	The	
cultivars	of	Oriental	origin	are	grouped	in	the	Japanese	section		in	which	the	first	Higo	will	also	
appear	and	noticeable	will	also	be		the	predominant	characteristic	of	their	having	a		simple	form.	
Then	the	group	of		European	camellias	is		arranged	by	starting	with		the	first	cultivars	introduced	
into	the	West	(mainly	from	China)	and	the	first	cultivars	created	in	England	and	France.		An	area	
will	hold	historic	cultivars	of	Lake	Maggiore	and	Lombardy	that	owe	their	birth	to	Dr.	Luigi	Sacco	of	
Milan	(1835)	and	to	the	subsequent	creations	by	Count	Bernardino	Lechi	(1850)	and	of	the	Rovelli	
nurserymen	who	were	the	gardeners	of	the	Borromeo	Princes.	The	cultivars	of	Count	Bernardino	
Lechi	are	also	important	because	they	became	the	symbol	of	the	Risorgimento.	The	Tuscan	
cultivars,	on	the	other	hand,	were	introduced	mainly	by	Professor	Giovanni	Santarelli	(1860)	and	
by	the	nurseryman	Giuseppe	Mercatelli	(1880).	All	these	cultivars	share	the	common	characteristic	
of	having	almost	always	a	double	shape	and	often	a	variegated	flower.	

Group N°	group Species	or	cultivar	groups N°	specimens

A1 Ancient	cultivars	from	Lake	Maggiore 25
A2 Ancient	cultivars	from	Tuscany 25
A3 Ancient	European	Cultivars 25
A3 Ancient	Japasese	Higo 25

100Total	ancient	cultivars
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Another	group	will	include	different	cultivars	from	countries	that	are	very	far	apart	spread	over	
the	different	continents	of	the	world.	Some	cultivars	come	from	areas	of	origin	such	as	China	and	
Japan	where	the	camellia	also	grows	spontaneously;	other	cultivars	come	from		English-speaking	
countries,	where	camellias	have	been	cultivated	for	quite	some	time	and	where	numerous	
hybridizations	and	varieties	have	been	produced:	the	main	countries	here	are	the	USA,	Australia	
and	New	Zealand.	

Group N°	group Species	or	cultivar	groups N°	specimens

B1 Japanese	cultivars 25
B2 American	cultivars 25
B3 Australian	/	New	Zealand	cultivars 25
B4 Chinese	cultivars 15
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An	important	area	is	dedicated	to	the	botanical	species	where	flowerbeds	will		group	some	of	the	
most	famous	species	that	still	grow	in	the	wild	in	China.	Among	these	species,	in	particular,	a	bed	
will	be	dedicated	to	Camellia	sinensis.		Another	two	flowerbeds	will	group	together	cultivars	of	
Camellia	reticulata,	characterized	by	very	large	flowers,	and	by	Camellia	sasanqua,	characterized	
by	autumn	flowering.	

Group N°	group Species	or	cultivar	groups N°	specimens

C1 Cultivars	of	Camellia	sasanqua 100
C2 Botanical	wild	species 25
C3 Cultivars	of	Camellia	reticulata 20
C4 Camellia	sinensis	for	tea 50

195Totale	botanical	speciesC	
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One	area	will	group	the	vast	scenario	of	hybrids	between	different	species	(interspecific)	with	
Camellia	x	williamsii,	which	are	hybrids	of	Camellia	saluenensis.	They	are	very	popular	in	England	
where	they	flower	better	than	japonicas.		Another	flower	bed	will	group	hybrids	of	Camellia	
reticulata	that	have	a	very	large	flower,	like	the	mother	plant.			Other	flowerbeds	will	be	dedicated	
to	scented	hybrids,	to	hybrids	with	yellow	flowers	(hybrids	with	Camellia	nitidissima	(chrysantha))	
and	to	summer-flowering	hybrid	flowers	(hybrids	with	Camellia	azalea	(changii)).	The	last	
flowerbed	will	group	the	hybrids	of	other	botanical	species	including	those	with	C.	granthamiana	
and	those	characterized	by	cluster	flowers.	
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Group N°	group Species	or	cultivar	groups N°	specimens

D1 Williamsii	hybrid 20
D2 Camellia	reticulata	hybrid 20
D3 Scented	hybrid 10
D4 Yellow	hybrid 10
D5 Changii	hybrid 20
D6 Other	camellia	hybrid 15

95Total	Interspecific	hybrids

D	
-	I
nt
er
sp
ec
ifi
c	

hy
br
id
s

	

This	final	flowerbed	will	have	a	truly	educational	imprint	as	it	will	group	together	several	beds	with	
mainly	Japonica	camellias	that	have	different	flower	shapes	and	will	be	divided	into	the	classic	
simple,	semi-double,	double	imbricate,	double	rose	form,	anemoniform	and	peoniform	flowers.	

Group N°	group Species	or	cultivar	groups N°	specimens

E1 Simple	flowers	cultivars 15
E2 Semidouble	flowers	cultivars 20
E3 Double	imbricated	flowers	cultivars 25
E4 Anemoniform	flowers	cultivars 15
E5 Peoniform	flowers	cultivars 20
E6 Double	rosiform	cultivars 15

110Total	flower	forms
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A	final	group	will	count	the	floral	oddities,	also	called	“bizarre”.		It	will	feature		beds	with	
extravagant	and	particular	themes.	One	will	have	purple	flowers	(tending	towards		blue),	another	
will	have	flowers	with	particular	variegations	(spots,	streaks,	etc.).	Then	there	will	be		flowers	with	
fimbriature	(serrated	margins	of	the		petals),	cultivars	with	different	and	multi-colored	flowers	on	
the	same	plant,	plants	with	very	small	flowers	(miniatures),	cultivars	characterized	by	particular	
foliage	(variegated,	serrated,	etc.)	and	finally	cultivars	characterized	by	particularly	large	flowers.	

Group N°	group Species	or	cultivar	groups N°	specimens

F1 Purple	cultivars 10
F2 Variegated	cultivars 15
F3 Fimbriated	cultivars 5
F4 Multicolour	flowers 5
F5 Miniature 5
F6 Foliage	cultivars 10
F7 Big	flowers 10

60Total	strange	flowers

F	
-	S
tr
an
ge
	fl
ow

er
s

	

Initially	there	will	be	650	cultivars	grouped	in	the	collection	with	a	first	group	of	100	Sasanquas,	of	
which	70	are	already	growing	at	Villa	Maioni,	having	been	planted	in	2007.	The	plants	will	be	
arranged	in	the	traditional	quincunx	pattern	with	a	spacing	of	3	meters,	leaving	each	plant	about	9	
square	meters	of	space	for	growth.	
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Agronomic	problems	and	flower	bed	formation	

The	park	of	Villa	Maioni	is	from	the	point	of	view	of	its	elevation,	just	slightly	above	the	level	of	
the	lake	and	in	periods	of	flooding,	which	occur	about	every	five	years,	it	fills	with	water	for	a	few	
days	thus	damaging	the	plants.		In	addition,	the	substrate	in	the	site	consists	of	a	preponderance	
of	sand	which	has	the	disadvantage	of	not	being	very	fertile	and	of	being	too	draining,	threatening	
the	rooting	and	the	vigour	of	the	plants.		

These	factors	have	led	to	the	conclusion	that	it	would	be	appropriate	to	provide	a	supply	of	topsoil	
by	creating	small	dunes	to	safeguard	the	cultivation	level	from	flooding.	These	would,	at	the	same	
time,	create	a	more	fertile	substrate	for	the	camellias	themselves.		The	necessary	topsoil	will	be	
about	0.5	m	thick	with	peaks	of	one	meter	above	the	land	level.		As	can	be	seen	from	the	figure,	in	
fact,	the	level	of	the	ground	in	the	flowerbeds	will	be	undulating		to	create	a	softer	movement	that	
can	also	be	appreciated	from	the	landscape	point	of	view.	In	conclusion,	for	the	realization	of	the	
flowerbeds	a	quantity	of	2250	cubic	meters	of	topsoil	will	be	required	(500	plants	x	9	sqm	/	plant	x	
0.5	mc	/	sqm).	The	topsoil	will	consist	of	mature	compost	of	vegetable	waste	for	about	40-50%	
and	medium-textured	soil	with	acid	reaction.	

Stone	blocks	designed	as	curbs	will	be	used	to	mark	the	flowerbeds	from	the	turf.		The	area	of	
Verbania	is	famous	for	the	presence	of	precious	stone	quarries	and	-	for	the	construction	of	the	

Figure	13:	flowerbeds	are	realized	by	supply	of	topsoil	to	create	a	new	undulated	soil	level	

Figures	12	and	14:	The	flowerbeds	are	created	with	new	topsoil	and	a	surrounding	of	stone	blocks	for	curbs	to	mark	
the	division	between	the	flower	beds	and	the	turf.	
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curbs	-	quarry	waste	is	sufficient.	The	curb	surrounding	the	beds	with	a	thickness	of	20-30	cm	will	
be	used	to	contain	the	ground	and	also	to	fix	the	mulching	mat.	The	mulching	mat	is	considered	to	
be	of	great	importance	in	the	maintenance	works	to	fight	weeds	and	to	contain	water	resources.	
The	mulching	mat	will	consist	t	of	a	draining	polypropylene	sheet	which	will	make	it	possible	to	
reduce	the	use	of	an	irrigation	system	or	minimize	irrigation	turns.	

Depending	on	the	availability	of	water	and	the	supply	of	water,	a	decision	will	be	made	about	
whether	to	opt	for	the	installation	of	a	micro-drop	irrigation	system.	If	there	is	no	availability	for	
the	irrigation	system,	the	laying	of	the	mulching	mat	will	minimize	the	number	of	rescue	irrigation	
interventions	that	can	already	be	estimated	at	around	6-7	times	during	the	hottest	season	for	a	
quantity	of	about	20	liters	per	plant.	

The	collection	of	azaleas	as	ground	cover	plants	

The	project	involves	the	planting	of	
azaleas	as	ground	cover	plants	at	the	base	
of	the	camellias.	The	choice	of	azaleas	is	
due	to	the	fact	that	they	are	a	nursery	
production	typical	of	Lake	Maggiore	
nurseries	which,	together	with	camellias,	
make	up	about	80%	of	the	market	of	
plants	produced	and	exported	from	here.	
Azaleas	can	also	be	used	primarily	to	
mask	the	presence	of	the	mulching	mat	
which	is	not	very	attractive	from	an	
aesthetic	viewpoint.	The	azaleas	will	
constitute	a	real	collection	in	themselves	
with	nomenclated	plants,	divided	by	
variety,	according	to	the	different	flower	

beds.		The	azaleas	will	have	a	remarkable	
landscape	value	as	they	will	prolong	the	
camellia	flowering	throughout	the	month	
of	April	and	the	beginning	of	May.		For	
each	flowerbed,	the	idea	is	to	plant	the	
same	cultivar	of	azaleas	in	order	to	form	
a	homogeneous	bed	with	the	same	color.	
The	colors	of	the	azaleas	will	be	divided	
by	shades	starting	from	areas	of	dark	red,	
up	to	purple,	lilac,	pink,	variegated	and	

white.	

The	azalea	collection	will	consist	of	the	

Figura	15:	Azaleas	are	used	at	the	bottom	of	the	camellias	as	
ground	cover	plants	and	to	mask	the	presence	of	the	mulching	
mat	

Figura	14:	Different	cultivar	of	azaleas	are	used	for	giving	
different	color	to	the	flowerbed	of	camellias	
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following	varieties:	

• Deep	red:	Aladdin	Scout,	Fridoline,	Muttertag,	Tornella;		

• Red:	Arabesk,	Beni-kirishima,	Darkness,	Hino	Crimson,	Hot	Shot,	Ima	Shojo,	Johanna;	

• Violet:	Amoena,	Blue	Danube,	Elena,	Girard's	Fuchsia,	Hatsugiri,	Purple	Splendor;	

• Pink:	Baggio,	Favorite,	Girard's	Rose,	Hampton	Beauty,	Kirin,	Rosa	del	Verbano;	

• Pale	pink:	Apricot,	Blaauw's	Pink,	Pallanza,	Rosebud;	

• White:	Dorothy	Hayden,	Kermesina	Alba,	Palestrina,	Treasure	

The	number	of	azaleas	necessary	for	the	project	will	be	about	2000	plants	which	means	4	azaleas	
for	each	camellia	plant.	

	

The	schedule	of	the	works	

The	program	of	works	will	have	to	be	finished	for	the	congress	of	2022	and	it	must	already	offer	
beautiful	flowering	for	that	period.		For	each	group,	it	will	therefore	be	necessary	to	have	plants	
with	a	ready	effect	with	20%	of	already	mature	plants	(3-4	meters	high,	in	rootball	or	pot),	with	an	
abundant	group	of	40-50%	of	already	mature	plants	(height	2	m	and	about	30-35	cm	in	pot)	and	
the	remaining	30-40%		will	be	made	up	of	plants	which	are	more	difficult	to		find	on	the	market,	so	
smaller	plants	at	least	1	meter	high.	

In	terms	of	the	time-scale,	by	the	spring	of	2020,	we	should	be	in	a	position	to			proceed	with	the	
executive	project,	all	the	authorizations,	the	bill	of	quantities	and	the	plan	of	available	financing.	

The	biggest	and	most	particular	problem	will	undoubtedly	be	the	selection	of	the	plants	and	their	
preparation	for	planting.		In	the	selection	of	the	plants,	it	is	going	to	be	complicated	to	find	the	
right	plants	on	the	market	at	the	right	time,	especially	if	we	need	plants	of	a	certain	size.	The	most	
difficult	plants	to	find	will	be	those	belonging	to	the	reticulata	group,	to	the	yellow	hybrids,	to	
some	botanical	species,	to	the	re-flowering	hybrids	and	to	the	floral	oddities.	

The	plants	must	be	selected	and	booked	in	advance	at	the	nurseries	in	the	spring	of	2020.	Plants	
will	be	chosen		with	a	single	trunk	that	will	immediately	give	the	plant	a	small	tree	aspect	which	is	
one	of	the	focal	points	of	the	project,	leaving	each	plant	with	a	free	habitus,		enhancing	the	trunk	
structure	and	the	shape	of	a	small	tree	with	azalea	plants	at	the	their	bottom.	The	selected	plants	
must	therefore	be	re-potted	with	pots	that	are	also	of	considerable	size	to	favour	the	vegetative	
development	and	they	must	also	be	pruned	abundantly	to	form	a	first	tree-like	habitus.			In	the	
spring	of	2020,	in	fact,	they	will	produce	a	great	deal	of	vegetation	and	in	the	following	spring	of	
2021,	they	will	not	be	pruned	to	allow	the	production	of	buds	and	the	formation	of	many	flowers	
for	the	spring	of	2022.	
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The	formation	of	the	flowerbeds	and	the	planting	is	scheduled	for	the	autumn	of	2020	in	order	to	
allow	a	more	secure	rooting	to	the	plants	and	to	allow,	in	the	season	of	2021,	a	regular	vegetative	
growth	leading	to	the	formation	of	flowers.	

During	the	planting	a	bottom	fertilization	with	cornunghia	will	be	carried	out	to	allow	the	plant	to	
access	slow	release	elements	that,	together	with	the	mature	compost,	will	not	require		other	
fertilizer	inputs.	Maintenance	will	be	important	in	the	early	years,	especially	with	regard	to	
phytosanitary	considerations	(azaleas	must	be	protected	against	a	new	and	very	dangerous	
parasite	-	Tingide	-	Stephanitis	pyrioides)	and	also	in	terms	of	irrigation	in	dry	periods	that	must	be	
regulated	in	the	presence	of	an	irrigation	system	or	carried	out	directly	if	there	is	not	an	irrigation	
system.	


